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“ And smit with feclings of the olden days,
Revive the music of neglected lays.”
Daniel, (1595.)
{coNTiNvED.)

Wnder the roof of this inhuman tormentor, (Topelift)
Southwell was exposed, for several months logexh:cr., 10
every indignity aud variety of cuffering that m:\lu.:xous

 jogenuity cculd devise. From his family connections,
and from the high esteem in which he was held by his
bretherd, ho was supposed to be the great depository of
their sccicts.  These were attempted to be wrung from
him by the furco of bodity suflering. Inthe hope to
obiain from him revelatjons that would have entitled lus
tormenter to the blood-money accorded by the law, he
was day after day, suspended in the air, in the manner
[" already deseribed,  On one oceasion, while the poor
sufferer <was undergoing this cruel infliction, Topchfic
was.called out upon some urgent business. Southwell
was forgotten ; in a sccluded part of the house, his cries

* ¢oeld reach no human car, and the intensity of suffer-
" jng was greater than humanity could support.  On the
zeturn of his keeper, he was found in a fanting fit, vo-
sniting blood copiously, and it was not withoat dif~ulty
e was rostored tolhis senses.  On hoaring of the Leroic
fortitude with which he hnd borne his torments, the Lord
Treasurer, Burghley, is said to have exclaimed ** Greece
and Rome nced boust no longer of their heroes; we
can mateh tham here at home,  Talk of extorting any
thing {zom this man in regard to his accomplices ; why
youcannot draw from him what was the color of acer-
tain korse ridden by him on u certain day.”
Ten different times was the good father tormented
_ in this manner, Topcliffo looking coolly on, and urging
him to con{ess the names of his accomplices, as he term-
ed them, and the places of their retreat.  On one ol
these occasions, having exhausted his cfforts in the
fruitless attempt to draw a single word from this
<hampion of the faith, he gnashed with his teeth, ex-
claiming : *¢that 1 hisd the whole gang of these Jesuir
nitors under my roof; 1 would grisd the catiffs into
powder, and scatier it to the four winds of heaven !"

Alier stoying nearly two manths in this ¢ kind of do-
mestic prison,” as Fether Bartoli terms it, Southwell
wasremoved to the Gate-house, a prisun in Westminster.
Hero he was confined, for nearly quarter of n year,10
adamp and unwholesome apartment. At the expiras
tion of this term, being brought out to undurgo an ex-

omination before the judges, his apearance excited
the compassion of all. s persun, naturally pleasing
and handsome, had wasted to a mere skeleton ; lus
lothes wore in tatters, and covered with filth and vermin.
His father, who lhiad conformed to the more fashionable
religion of the court, and who, on account of the situa~
~tion e filled then, had wished 10 lose sight of lhus son,
_ could no longer stifle tho fuelings of naturo at witness-
ing the state of utter destitution to which his son had
" been reduced. He threw himsell at the feet of Eliza-
" hath, and besought her to commiserate the situation of
. hig cnild, and 10 order that, as hio was sprung of genile
. bloud, hie ahould, in somo respects at loast, be treated as

he was removed to a better lodging in the Tower,  Ilere
he was supplied with proper necessaris, and some of his
fanuly were adwitted to visit him, among others, his
sister Llizabeth. At his request she procured him his
breviary, and a copy of the Latin Vulgate, and of the
works of St. Bernard.  His choice of this author should
not be passed over without a remark,  St. Berrard may
Le characterized as the Fenclon of the Fathers; he is
remarkable for the suavity of his style, the pathos of
tus exhortations, and the uncticn and fervent piety of all
s writings : qualities so conspicuous in the composi-
itons of Southwell bumselt, and which may thus be traced
to their source.

While tn the tower, he gained the heart of his keeper,
by the geatlenessof his manncrs, and the winning sweet-
ness of his conversation and deporiment.  Every in-
dulgence was granted him, compatible with his situation,
Some few obtuined access to him, and enjoyed ihe com
fort of his spicitual mmistrations.  Those who were
deprived of this consolaunn, contrived 1o obtain his ad-
vice and the direction of their conscience by means of
letters ; nnd many thero were, and among them were
several Catholic Iadies of good family, who, under pre-
tence of visiting the garden of the Tower, came at ap-
pointed hours, and received his benediction from the
window of the turret in which he was confined. How
touching is o ministry thus exercised by stealth, and re<
calling the bestand purest days of primitive Christianity !

What were Southwell’s feelings in hie dungeon, may
be collected from that beautiful * Epistle of Comfort,”
which he had addressed to those who had preceded
him in their sufierings for the faith. ¢ The prison,’ he
says, ** is dishonorable; yet when the cause enobleth
ihe name of prisoner, the prisoner abolisheth the dishon.
or of the pince. What thing, of old, morc odious than
the cross ?  Whnt place more abhorsed than the Mount
of Calvary? What cells more reproachful than the
gates and dungeons of the saints?  Yet now—what
thing more honorable than the Ioly Crass 2—What
place mcre veverenced than the Blessed Mount ?—
What sanctuaries more desired than the dungeons of the
Saints 2 A reproachful thing it is to be chained in sin,
10 be cnthrailed in the vassalage of lawless appetites,
and in the slavish Londage of worldly vanities. But,
honorable it is in Got’s cause, to be abridged of Lodily

liberty, for maintainingthe true independence and frees
dom of the spirit ! And where can you so frecly range
among the choirs of angels, as wlien 3ou aro scquester-
ed from tle distraciivus of van company ?—When can |
sou take a fuller repast of the sweet fruns of prayor
and contemplation, thaa when the flesh-pois of Egypt
arc the farthest from sight?  Your eyes arc not too
much troubled with impous and wiched sightss your
earsare nut annoyed with the Liesnous outeries of blas~
plicmy ; sou are quict from scandals and severed feom
occasions of divers temptations.  Let them complain of
the difficultics of a prison, who have fasiened their affece
tions upon worldly vanities ; hut for a chnsuan Catholic,
that haih Christ for his lender, the Aposiles for hus wit-
nesses, and allformer sainis for testimontes, tis o shame
not to think worthily, and correcily, and roverently
thercof. So Pbanorable are the chains o a captive in
God’s cnuse, that Solomon in his castliest habits, and
Herod in his most gorgeous altire, were not so much

a genleman. This applicaticn was . “rnded e, and

be an Apostle, a Doctor, an Evangelist; it was a singus
lar favor 10 be wrapt iuto the third heaven, and to hear
secrets that it is not lawful for man to speak § it wasn
rarc privilege to heal diseases, not only with the touch
of the hand, but with that of the very girdles and hand*
kerchiefs : but St. Paul acknowledges a greater title to
honor, when, in writing to Pisdemon, he omitteth his
usual style of ¢ Paulan Apostle,’ and beginneth his epis-
te with * Paula prisoner of Jesus Christ.”  Hercin he
followeth the custom of great personag's, g, *wvhen
{rom inferior dignities they are ¥xised {o tnore-he. oable
titles, always, in their letters, omit the secondary and
set down the principal title,proper to their newly nchiev -
cd preferment.”  These are the glowing ‘efTusions of a
mind_fully impressed with a conviction of the truthof
the sentiments inculcuted. N

Southwell remained three whole years a prisariér in
the Tower, during which time, he was cruelly racked
ten several times, with a viev to extort from hima
disclosure of certain supposed corspiracies against the go-
vernment. At the end of this period, he wrote an episs
tle to Cecil, the Lord Treasurer, humbly entreating
his lordship, that he might either bo brought upon his
trial, to answer for himsell, or, at least, that his friends
might have Jeave to come and seo Yim. The treasurer
answered, ¢ That if he was in s0 much haste to be
hanged, ke should quickly have his desire.”® Shortly
after this, orders were given, that he should be removed
from the Tower to Newgato; where he was put down
into the dungeon called Limbo ; and there kept for three
davs.

On 1he 22d of February, without any previous warn-
ing to prepare for his trinl, he was taken out of his dark
lndg'ng in Newgate, and hurried to the Court of King’s
Bench, in Westminsier 3 to holdup lis hand there at the
bar. The first news of this determination of the coun-
cil, filled his heart with joy which he was unable to
coaceal. The momonts were opproaching for which his
heart had long yearned—which hid mingled with his
first aspirations—in search of which he had journeyed
on foot to Rame, and braved the dangers which, duning
more than ten years, had surrounded the exercise of his
ministry in his nauve land.

The judges beforc whom be was to appear, were
Lord Chief Justice Popham, Justice Owen, Daron
Evens, and Serjeant Daniel.  When Father Southwell

was placed at the bar, the Lord Chief Justice addressed
the court. In a longjnnd vehement specch, he attack.
ed the Jesuits and Seminary pricsts, accusing them as
tho authors nnd abettnrs of all the dark plots and secse:
treasons which had been haiched during the present
reign.”  The il of indiciment, drawn up by Cake,
queen’s solicator, was then read. It ran to this effect =
** Middlesex—The jery present on 1ihe part of our
sovereign lady, the queen.  That Robert Southwell, late

{of London, cleck, b within this kingdow of England,

10 wit, since the Feust of St. John the Baptist, 1n the
first day of May, in the 32d year of the reign’ of our
lady, the queen, aferesud, made nnd ordained priest
by authority !derived and preiended from the Sco of
Rome ; not having the fear of God before his eves, and
slighting the laws 2nd atatutes of this realm of England,
without any regord to tho penalty thersin contzined, an
the 20tk day of June, the thirty~fourth year of our lady,

the queen, at Uxenden, in the county of Middlesex,
trailorously, and as a false traitor 10 our lady, the queen,
was and yemained, contrary to the form of the siatute
insuch case sct forthand provided, and contrary fo the

honored as John the Baptist, when he bad aclieved that{ peace of our said Indy, the queen, her crown and dignis
title, * John in Chains,” Tt was & great prerogative o' tics.”

v

ST :
A B T e T

-
-
- Wew
~ )
EEIC SRR
~—asenos T

T
TR e 2
A’ .. ‘“"—~"‘.‘“‘
B~ N el Sidhelar

F A

eearv—. - ..
—— .
W~

HipRuerietey




