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h anid-and-gYlove partners in every gaine. Dacre was a ta] 1,
swaî'thy inan, %vith a tierce, swaggrering air; Jennings wvas ait
Etiglishminan, with the sharp, red face of a fox, and a perpetual
sunarl in bis voice.

"Uood niorning, Brifl*(Iult."
0Go(d norning, sir."
"Briffiuit, if yon will put ten tbousand dollars down, I will

pw- ten tbouand dollars, and Jennings will put five thoîisancl
dl arfnd1 we will buy that cavallard of hossat Dillce's

Station. The governinenit have proposais out for double tlie
numnber. Tbhey can be driven to Forts Ware and Ringold, and
we shial inake dollar for dol lar. 1t is a grood thing, Br-iflUtuit."

1I have no doubt of it. Wby, then, don't you and Jennings
w'orlç it without me ? You could, you know ?

" Yes, sir-rI we coul(l. But we bave other plans-. N'either
ofus care to leave the cards when we have so inueh gYold to

bandie thein with. We'll go it equal-haîf for trade and haîf
for play; and l'Il bet you one hundred dollars that playing
pays the best."

"I1 will think over it, gentlemen, and let you know to-
mnorrow."

"No, to-nrighlt.. We miust, buy to-morroxv, or else I reckon
wve'11 be after tinie. Slatey is running the old shop; you can
eall in thiere. Say seven o'clock ?

'Very well."
Briffault xvas apparently calm, but hie xvas really full of

exciteri' nt. This 'vas the very opeining !ie had been longing
for, fie wvould gro, w'ith the cavallar1 hinis;elf, and emiploy Iii,
own servants. 11e lbad felt terribly stupid and duIl, and bere
xvas the very work lbe could do. Tben the enornious profits'
It was safer, also, than gYamblingy, and l'e felt that lie must do
sornetbing withi bis money. fis money! Yes, hie baid fùlly
accepted it; and at seven o'clock hie met Dacre and Je-nniings,
and the compact was made and signed. The men had bardly
expected that Briflfiult would gro hiinself to the front-*e-r, but
tbey were xvell pleased wlien lie proposed it. The following
day Rayniund went home. He wvas anxious to tell Cassia of the
fortune that liad corne to hiini, and yet at the bottomr of bis
beart there was the conviction that she would regard the legfacy
as uniacceptable. It was late in the evening Wvhenl he reached
Briffhult, and the moment hie saw bis wife lie perceived that
sonîeting hylad greatly annoyed her. She was walking restlessly
about the par]lour, and th ere wvas a scarlet flush on ber cheeks,
very unusual to their delicate tint. Shie gave Mim no time to
ask bier any question. As soon as she had greeted bini she cried
out, in a voice trembling with emotion:

4( 0 Ray, my dear, Mrs. Dacre calied here to-day. and she
says Rateliffle left you twenty tbousand dollars. Y'ou ! Put
you on a level with Dacre and Jennings!1 Forgive tue, Ray,
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