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mxeni and wranien, priests and pricst-
esses or tluis strange religion conisti-
tute, a nunîcrous order. Thev are
suI)ported hv the liberalitv 0f the
people, and( by icans of secret zagen-
clos throughi the couintry, they ac-
(luire sucli an amnount of information
on ail stibjects and about ail peopie,
as to strcngtlien the beliet' in tiejir
supernatural powers and eiiable thexîî
to terrorize their dupes.

But liit was dawning on Park.
est Africa, and soine of the people
doubted, and finally discovcred and
exposed îuany of the priestiy tricks.
Thiis destroyed the powver of their
,tspelis" and opened the way for'
the sprcad of Christianity.

A eaUl for hieip camie froni Ashanti.
One of the members of the first
littie band of native Christiaus, at
Cape Coast liad gone to live in
Cooniassie, as the kiug's secretary.
I-o haëd conversed and prayed withi
some of the princes, and even hold
-,vorship in the palace. Mfr. Free-
mnan's ",heart liad been set o11 iin-
ning Ashianti for Christ," from his
arrivai iii Africa. -The tales of
liorror, wretchied ness and cruelty
ivhich l id often heard respecting
the Ashantis wvroughit iu nîy miud,"
lio writes, ",the deepest commnisera-
fiou, aud a constant restlessness ta
commeuce ixuissionary operations
-aînong thei',

MIr. Freeman ivas; expectiug the
Rev. Robert ]rooking as his assis-
tant on the coast. Leaving Mr. de
Grzift, another niember of the flrst
baud of Fauti Chiristiauts, in chiarg-,e
tili the uew inissiouarv should ar-
rive, Mr. Frecinan conimenced his

journey to Coomassie, the "City of
lllood." Inn umerable di fliculties,
dangers and delays had so retarded
bis progress that lie wvas more than
two mouths in coveriug- the 170
miles frorn the coast.

The kingr of Cooniassie sent a
xneszenger on a tour of inspectiou,
and on bis return asked the man
if he. had seen the ziew fetishiuan,
and had he*plentv of drums? On

learning that Mr. Freînan lizd uo
drums, and wliat his errand re.,lly
%fls, lie was sorely 1 )uzzled and
exciainicd, "iNeyer, since the %vorld
began, lias thiere been an Englishi
înissionary iii Ashanîti! Whiat caii
lie vaut ?

At last caie the summioîîs to the
presence of the king. A band of
umusic and officors with gold-hiilteid
sîvords and enormnous umbrellas
were deputed to conduct the strangor
to court. As they entered the eîtv
thecy passed betîveen two new heaps
of carth, whîci Mýr. Freemnan after-
wards learned contained two liian
victinîs buried alive, as a fetislî ta
avert any evil tînit nîiiglît resuit
froîn the visit of a nîissionary!
When they reachied the mîarket-
place there sat the king in ail his
barbarous spiendour, snrrounded by
officers; of state, captains, soidiers,
and vast throngs of people-certain-
iy flot less tîta forty thousand!
Eachi cliief lu the party was followed
by a croîvd of slaves and retainors.
Most of the siavery iu Ashanti is
due to this great love of show, eachi
cliief desiring to have a more im-
posing retinue than bis neigyhbouri

Upon severai occasions Mr. Froc-
inan lield quite leng-thy conversa-
tions witlî the king and his chief
lin ouist, a person of great influence.
H1e gatve them ail possible lufor-
nha.tiofl as to the object of bis visît,
but fouud much diflictulty lu naking
thein understand bis motives. A
very I eigthy , custom"» for one of
the kiug's relations, during which
there iras horrible lîuîîan sacrifice,
caused niucli delay and nîuch suf-
feriîig. Mauy tixues duriug thesc'
days the nîissionary heard the souud
of the dreaded deavh-druîin. His
interpreter reinarkced, '1 Do you leaî'
the druin? A sacrifice lias just
been inade and the drum says,
'King, I have killed hlm! "

0f Coonîassie itself Mr. Freeman
writes that thîe streets are largre,
clean and uniform, in sonie instance.;
quite thirty yards broad, and shaded
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