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pended £17,WOO,0OO in famine relief
ailone, aîad, thanks to railways, irri-
gation system, etc., this one at least
of Indian plagues is ail but impos-
sible.

In striking cont.rast te

TVhe wealth of Ormuz and of Inde,
Or where the* gorgeons Hst with rich-

est hand
Showers on her kinga barbarie pearl

and gold,

wvith its ivory palaces and jewelled
halls, is the grinding poverty of the
millions of India. Bishep Thorburn
states that the average wages for a
mani and his family is five cents a
day, about fifteen dollars a year.
Ten millions of the people neyer
sleep under any covering but the
sky, and millions wear nie clothing
but a cotton loin cloth. One cause
of this po-verty is alleged te be the
hoarded up wealth cf the native
princes; anotiier the imperfeet culti-
vation of the soîl; but these great
evius in tîme are likely te ho greatly
rnitigated.

Thore is a vein cf humuour run-
ning through Bishop Hurst's chap-
ter on the Battie of the English
witih the Indian Languages, and the
Agonies of English Style. In the
English schools the natives found
their litery style on the classic
models cf Addison and Goldsmith,
and the w-ay in which native stu-
dents spoak in a mosaic of high-
flown English and classic quotations
is at least rather reniarkable. A
more practical education is now
being dispensed, and somne of the
native scholars spoak English with
a proficiency, a propriety and an
eloquence seldom surpassed by those
te, whomn the language is vernacular.
The book is handsomely illustrated
With about three hundred engrav-
ings, niany of themn cf etching-like
delicacy, illustrating every phase of
Indian life.
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Dr. Pax'ker's three volumes on the
Apostolie Life form an admirable
gequel to bis previons volumes on
the Inner Life of Christ. The his-
tory of those early and heroie agez
of the Church will this year be more
profoundly studied throughout Chris-
tenidom than ever before. Two mil-
lion of tea-chersthroughout theworld,
with the best light which tlxey may
be able to focus on the pages, will
be studying week by week that won-
derful story, and ten or twelve mil-
lions of scholars will bé following,
with more or less thoughtful care,
their instructions.

What a sublime record this bock
of the Acts contains! "flore," says
Dr. ParLer, " ail is niovement, pro-
gress, controversy and spiritual con-
quest; the Church rearsitsnarvellous
forni amidst the turnults of the world's
iuost exciting history, and names
rise almo8t: visibly out cf social ob-
scurity into the noblest fame known
to human society. The book rnay
be conipared to a battlefield, in
which the contest lies between a
feebleneas socially contemptible and
a strength. socially imperial arîd ini-
vincible. "

The study of abstract doctrine is
seldom attractive, especially for
young niinds; but here, as compared
with concrets facts, it becomes in-
tensely interesting and instructive.
As a specimen of Dr. Parker's Tigor-
eus and striking method, note this
extract fromi his description of the
effect of Pentecost upoxi Peter, Acts
ii. 22-36: " This is a full lengtlî por-
trait of Peter hiniself. If we see
clearly the effect upon Peter, we
shall have a tr'ie idea pf the effeet of
the outpourings of the Holy Ghost
upon the entire Churcli. God shows
us things that are tee great to be
seen ini their completeness in illus-
trative and easily comprehended
parts. Fix your minds, therefore,

uWo Peter. We know that he hm
ben up to this time ardent, imipul-

sive, unbalanced, enthusiastic, cow-
ardly. Since we last saw him,


