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METHODISM AND TIIE NEW ERA.

NOTHING in modern history is more remarkzable than tlue unparaileled
growvth of MUethodismn during the last lîundred years. The youngest of ail
the great Protestant Churclues, it is already the imost numierous. It bas
grown suddenly wvith the British Empire, and chiefly within the limnits of
the English-speaking communities. Mr. Stead reminds us that the world
is passing into the liands of the Englihsekn epe. Mtîdsîa
this moment coinuiands the allegriance of a larger nuinher of Englishi-speaking
men and women than any other section of the Christian Churcli. 0f course,
ive include in this estimiate the United States of Anuerica, ivluere Methàodisin
occupies the position that Anglicanism occupies hiere. The one great draw-
back to the influence of Methodisin in the Engisspuin w'rdi0h
fact that it is at present split up into so nîany sections. But already iii
Canada ail the Methidist Chiurches liave united, and liave coiisequeiitly
beconie the miost nunuerous and influerntial body iii that gjeat Domninion.
The movenuent in favour of Union is gmowing and spreading in the Âus-
tralian Colonieà, ia the United States, and in the Mother Country. If the
Metlîodists only acted together they could already control the destinlies of
the Eaglisli-speakingr peoples. Some day they will act together for spiritual
purposes. And it must not be forgotten that they alone, of ail the ProtE'-
tant Churches, have anl organization sufiiciently compact to cope with the
organized stmength of ]Romie. Again, as to the socialistic tendencies of the
agfe' Methodisn hias ever been above everytluiag else a " Connexion "or a1
Bmotherhood. Thiere is a sort of Freenasonmry anuong Methodists that dis-
tingu;sles .thein frorn other religious bodies. Their miaisters are organiized
on a socialist basis. No man receives the stipend to whichi lie iighit be
.individually entitled. Even so distinguislied an orator, for example, as the
Iate Dr. Punslion, never received more than £250 a year, wvitli certain addi-
lions for the maintenanuce and education of bis cluildren. The itiiaerauciy
.and tlic class-ineeting tend to bind Methodists together, and to produce tbe
fastemnizaitionichu ielis peculiar to theni. Now this spirit of brotherliaess is
.the very soi1 iii whichi Socialisai naturally grows, and of îvhich socialisi, iii
soune form, is tbe inevitable expression. Lastly, as to the position of wonan.
She lias always occupied in Metbodàism a more proinient and active spimere
-than iii any othier community except flic Society of Friends. In formner
generations, as George E iot reminded tîme public in "Adani Bede,**
.woman preaclied ; and -%oi-an is beginniag to preach again. Tens of
,thousands of ivomen Iiuve occupied at every period the seaiipastoral posi-
tion of class-lcaders ; and la the Salvation Arnmy, wbiclu is essentially a
MUethodist movemient, flic absolute equality of womien lias been recogiaized
fromn the first. These peculiarities of the Methodist Chiurchi are veiy
stiking; and tluey at least prove that MýetIiodismn is peculiamly qualificdl to
deal witlu the special characteristics of the Era, upon wlîich we are noir

,enteriing. If Itr. Stead liad written about Methodisin rather than about
the Pope lie would not hiave found it necessary to exhaust ail the resouirces
of luis audacious imagination in proving that the religious mnoveaucat, lic Nias
describing mi lit have before it a period of unpar.a)lulcd pmosperity ia the


