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pressed bis complete dislielief of the
s'ories about devilFworsbl by Masonis
ini so far as Char-lestoni is concerned.

Ti1iiE question of charging an affilia-
Lion fet. is being dliscusscd in a large
nutilwIer of jurisdictions at the liresenit
tiLe and the general feeling of the
more earnest. thinkers is that it should
be done away with. Our own opinion
is that nothing should be trvnini the
wva> of meml)ers %vlo miay remove their
hlomle, takingc ani active part in the Crafi.
ini the locality the), may sett1 e doivni in.
The initiation fee miay lîe placed at a
fair- amlounit, but ivlen a mian becomes
a crafisman blis dues and fées sbould,
be sucbi as nuLt to be a hindrance to
bis active participation iin lodge work.

'l'lie A,/-/an Ki'souzc says:
W'e mnderitand the grand J.odge of

New Soutlh W'ales bas abolishied the
joinling fée. Thbis ive tbiik, is a miove
iii the right direction, and could l>e-
followed in Victoria wvith advaniage.
It is certainly biard on bretbren %vlo
have to rc'wove from One locality to an-
other, to pav for the privilege of join-
ig tbe local J.odgc. 'l'bie ract of tbere

being a joiingi fée oflen prevt-nts them
froru afiuliatitng. 'f'lie priivati Lodg)e
havig to pay Granid L-odge, naturàlly

caesa fue. '«e feel assured neitber
Granid I odge n or ilie pri-vate Lodge
would ul tima-,tely lose by atta,l rernission
of the rée 'l'li remlission of tbe joining
fce woffld he an inducemient to bre-
dhren scttling ini a new place to join the

loca Lo , and the amlouint annually
received) iin dues would iveIl compen-
sale hoth the G;rand I od- and the
privatu- Lodgc for the loss of the join-
ng fee",

Chkai-1e-s Mr/,G. AL Cal.,)
.c6,-said: Tie Cee cbargcd, for affili-
atio.. should bc no Ïongeir demanded,
as we reqtiire iliciflbCrslil), or applica-
tion there-,for, to place one ini good,
standing, and at: the saine time affix
flhereto conditions which, in some ini-

stances, may make it a hardship, or at
least deter those whlo woculd oilberwise
nmke application fromn doing so.

Membersin i a Lodge is a duty which
every iMason sbomld ftilfdll, if possible,
wnd our lawis sbould place no ob)stacle
iti the wa. %vblich serves an) excuse for
nion-affiliation.

WL beg to, acknowledge reccipt of
ilie follo%'inig "Proceedings of the
seventy-sixtb An nual Communication
of the Granid Lodge of Maine ; lield
at 1>ortland, MaY 7, 8, 9, I 895.' This
volume does great, credit to Bro. Berry,
both as a printer and Grand, Secrctary.
On aniother page %vill be found an ex-
tract (rom tbe able report of Grand
iMaster Horace 1-I. Brak

tPRocI-1EDEN;S Of 0be lrorty. fourth
Anntual Conclave -f the Grand Com-
imander>' of Mairie hield at Portland,
Thursday, May 9tbi.'ý Frederick S.
\Valls, Grand. Commander -,Steplier
I3errv, Grand Recorder. Number of
Commiiandeeries cenrolled i 9 Knîghits
230o; affhli ated 20 ; initiated 3 ; dimit-
ted, suspended and died i05 ; leavingy
a toial inlcrease of 148, and a net mcmer-
bersbip, of 2,904, %vithi a balance in
treasury Of $1,561-14.

IlANi,\u.\î. Proceedings of thc Grandl
Ch-ipter of Canada, 1895." As w
grave a full repoît of thc Annmal Me.(-et-
ing in the Augyust CRAFTSMAN, the
usual reports will lie stale to our
readers. Stijl it may be a littde news
to some to read (romi the Report on
Foreign Corresponldence wbat Louisi-
ana has to say abiout doing away with
the Past, Master*s degree. Conîp. Rev.
H.-rman Duncan in bis report on cor-
respondence s-ays:

IlCanada is not %yithout fault herself.
'«e regret to se tliat she lias stricken


