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net the E. A.' Tuition and the de-
velopcrnent of the physical: 2fid act
F. C0 duty and developrnent of thc in-
tellect; 3rd act M. M.' end and airn
of ail effort. In each aet of the geat
drama object lessons in the forrn of
symbols and aflegory are ernployed to
convey the lesson sought to be taught."

THE WORD~ "COWAN."

Continuing Bro. Tait deait with the
allegory of the TIernple rnuch of which
rnust be necessarily ornitted belonging
to the secret work. Dealing, with the
word "Cowan " he continued, "What
does this mean ? XVhat is a Cowan?
and what is the nature of bis attack ?
The terrn cornes to us frorn operative
Masonry and is of Scotch origin. There
was a class of men known to ancient
operatives as "ldry dykers," Illayrs,"
Irough layrs," Il losses," Il Iowens *

and finally w"e find the terrn (owans.
J ust howv Cowan carne to -be used to
that class of workrnen fornierly designa.
ted by the other terrns given is uiicer-
tain, but I can quite understand the
possibiiity of the word Illowen" either
by mistake in writing, or articulation
being, changcd to Cowan. Be that as
it rnay there is no explanation that can
be relied upon to clear that matter up ;
but the fact rernains that Cowan carne
to be a terrn applied to ail (lass of men
who were rough, jobbing rnasons wvho
had served no set apprenticeship, were
governed by no ruies or principles, but
would run up a dry dyke or other work
where rough unhewvn stones with no
cernent woul do. These nmen were
sornetirnes recognized by the regular
operative Masonic bodies and did a
certain kind of work under license and
by consent along side of regular ma-
sons, but gencrally they were flot ai-
lowed to be ernpioyed with regular
wvorkr-nen.

The word Cowan is only used twice
in our rituai, first in connection with
the tyler keeping off Cowans and
intruders, and seeondly in this degree
in relation to the heart. Mark the dis-
tinction in the case of the tyler who, in
operative masonry ivas the workrnn

who tyled or siated the roof thus pro-
tecting the building. Ln speculative
Miasonry the tyler stands as the symibol
of protection, so that a sense of securi-
ty is conveved, teaching the idea of
ever present protectioni and security to
.MIasons collectively. But this gives no
idea of what is meant in speculative
Mlasonry by a cowan. 1 only once heard
an atternipted explanation in a lodge,
and the W. M. giving it said it rneant
an eves dropper or spy. If that were
its rneanings it would have no daim. to a
place in our beautiful ritual. Eaves-
droppers and spies are not very aggres-
sive and would not require a drawn
sword and then the absurdity of eau-
tionlng the F. C. to guard his heart
frorn the attack of the eavesdropper is
apparent. Lt rnust have a more corn-

prehnsiv sigificnceth',n htTe
mn who cornpiled our ritual were men
of education and ability, and I hoid the
opinion that in ilieir endeavor to trace
the origin and mecaning of the word as
used by Scotch openatives they Nwere
led by the sernblance to the Greck word
Kown iiea,-ning hound or dog and
adopted the word in the sense in whichi
it is used in the bible and arnong
eastern nations. In that sense the
word Kown is very significant and corn-
prehiensive, and 1 believe it mnust have
been adopted into our ritual because of
the difficulty of finding any other terrn
that would convey adequately and Nvith
equai force an idea of a certain class of
character difficuit to designate by any
other narne. The dog was, and is the
scavenger of the east. Itt wvill eat that
which is unclean as readily as that
-%vhich wvas accounted dlean. It by na-
ture violates every law of decency and
has no eonsciousness of being wrong in
doing so. L t is possessed by nature of
no aspirations higher than to eat. Lt
was according to the law of Moses
cerernoniously excluded. It hýad no
respect for things sacred, nor had it by
nature any sense of sharne, so that
wvhere the sacred writings dealing as
they do with character and principle
uses the word Cowan or dog, as a terni
of detestation, there is no reference
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