46

THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

Readings and Recitations,

@eachers” Associations. ¢

THE BNOY'S COMPLAINT.
Here are questions i physics and grammar
That would {mzzlc you somewhat, I know;
Can yuu tell what 1s meant by mertin?
Can you clearly define rawn and snow ?

Do you kuow there’s a valve n the bellows ?
Cun you tell why yowr clock 15 too slow ?

Why the pendalum needs looking after?
Perhaps it s swinging too low.

“They was going up town in the evening;”
Do vou call that bad gramuar, Isay?
I'm surn Mary Jones and bier wmother
Say worse things than that every day.
*

But 1s'pose “ was” should bean the plural,
To agree with 1ts ald subject ** they,”

According to rale,—my ! 've lostat,
There's two per cent. gone right away,

And now, ounly look at the parsing,
And at will surely take in every rule,
Aud, down at the end, more false syntax,
With authonities given? s full,”’

Arithmetic 2 my ! how I hate it
I'm stupid av that in the class;

So, hown the name of creation,
Can I be expected to pass?

Here's a ten-acre lot to be fenced 1n,
Here 1s a duty to find on some tea,
Hore's a problem in old alligaton,
And*® monstious square-root one I see,

Can you tell who defeated the Indians?
Do yon know who was killed in a duel ?

Do you know what the first tix was rused on?
And how sowe just thought it was cruel?

Perhaps 1 may pass on an av'rage:
If three-fourths are right T'll get through;
But my teacher cabls such thing, shabby,
So what 13 & poor boy to do?

——

SPEAKING TO THE POINT.

[An addition having been made to the jul m Paterson, New
Jersey, at a cost of £30,000, the county offiers and contractor
celebrated the event by a banguet in the buddig.  There were
liquors in great abundance. After a number of toasts had boen
drunk, the gentleman presiding, a judze, propused *‘the temper-
ance cauge.” It was probably dune Lecause they were gotting
pretty drunk.  Me. Bantram, o temperance man, was called on to
respund, and did so in the following stimging specch :)

“1 thank you for this wvitation, and I recogmize its fitness.
You have assembled to celebrate the cnlargement of this jail,
rendered necessury by the use of strong diink, m which you are sn
freely indulgimg this day. Down stairs the cells and corridors are
crowded with criminals who have but changed places. A few
years ago they were respected citizens, sume of them occupying as
responsible positions as those now occupied by yourselves; but
they commenced as you have commenced, and they continued as
many of yor are continuing, and to-day they arc reaping the harvest
in a career of crime, and paying the penalty with a period of pun-
ishment. T hear the popping of corks. [ hsten to the merry
voices, and the praises you are singug to the infernal spint of
wine; but there comes to me the refram from the prisoner’s cell,
where a man 18 sheddmng penitential tears over his fully, accom-
panied by the sull sadder wail of anguish uttered by the broken-
hearted wife, worse than widowed through the traffic in strong
drink, which, as a judge in your courts said, ‘is the great promoter
of crime,’ a trafic licensed by your votes, aud sustained by the
patronage you are this day giving it. 1t 13 with inexpressible
sadness that I discover that there can be found in Passaic county
so many men with hearts so hardencd, feelings sv calloused,
sensibilities so bluated, that in aplace like this, under circumstances
like these, they dare ruse to their hps that which depraves the
citizen, and endangers the state.  Thanking you, gentlemen, for
this unexpected privilege, I take my seat, fully conscious that you
will never again call on me under similar circumstances.”

The publishers of the JOURNAL willl be obliged to Inspectors and
Secretaries of Teachersa' Associations if they will sond tor publicae
tion ?mzmm'nes of meotings to be hseld, and brief acoounts ot
meotings held.

Rexrrrw. —Mer. Alford, the Prosident, chose for the subject of his
address, *“The Discontent of Teachers,” which™avose, he thought, not
from the worry of the work itself, but from the petty fault-finding of
those who kuew least about school matters, aml from the puor salavies
which teachers in general receive.  Ho advocatod the establishment of
a Union, in which all should bind themselves not to teach for anything
below » certain sum.  Many. teachers could not take the position which
belonged to themn and was open to thei m the social ranks for want of
money and feav of debt. —This matter was discusse:d at intervals
during the Association, and the gencral idea scemed to be that the
umm%y rested, with the teachers themselves, when they sliould cease to
underhid one another. Mr. Raine, Principal of the Reonfrew Model
School, conducted a class in Fourth Book Literature, tho seleotion being
““I'he Buraing of Moscow.” ‘Ihe lesson was taken up in a conversas
tional style. Mre. Campbell, of Arnprior, made a few remarks, and
thonght it was well to have the lesson vead before taking  » its hatera.
ture,  Mr. Kennedly, agent for Gage’s Canadldian Readers, spoke on tho
Reader question.  He proceeded in o humorons aud sativieal style,
drawing comparisons between the series in which he is intercsted and
the Royal Readers, A conmittee was afterwards named, consisting of
Messrs. Alford, Raine, Pounder and Dann, and Misses Mi. chell, Small-
field and Morgan, to look into the merits of the two scrics. and report
next day. At the Arnprior meeting in May, Mre. W. B. C. Barclay gave
notice of a motion to be introduced to fix the place for the holding of
the Association meetings permanently ut Renfrew, as they were always
best attended theve. In Mr. Barclay’s absence, on Friday morning,
Prof. Dawson made the motion and it was carried unammously. M.
Campbell suggested that the next meeting should he of an ¢ Institute ”
vhavacter, —the teachers to form into classes and bLe questioned on
selected subjects,'as if they were pupils themselves, Al were gotting
tivesdd of the slow ways of the association, and wanted a change.
Messrs. Raine and Dawson spoke m support of the idea, which was
recetved with genetal favor.  The teachers of the Reufrew schools
were appointed a Comumittee of Management. The Reader Coinmitteo
reported.  They commended the literary cxcellence of the Royal
Readers, bat place:t Gage's Canadian ahead of them for uso in school-
work. Mr. Qdluwm, headmaster of the Pembroke High School, on the
subject of ** Teaching Reading,” laid particular stress on Articulation
and Expression, and gave illustrations. The Secretary of the Associa-
tion, Mr. A. 1. Campbell, of Aruprior, for his eflicient services extend-
ing over a period of two years and a half was voted the st of 825
and a resolution was passed to hereafter pay the Secretary 310 a year.
Me. Corbett, of the Pembroke High School, then treated the subject of
* Deductions Made Easy.” He advocated synthotic solutions for
beginmers, with hints from the teacher : and then analytic, when harder
problems were to be taken up.  Mr., McDowell sard that in his experi-
ence the synthetic was the method by which most deductions conld he
solvestt  In the afternoon, Mr. MeDowell sgoke on ¢ Our Schools.” His
remarks were nief, yet they touched on many. important points, and
were the subject of consilerable discussion.  Of High Schools, he
thought theve should only be one in cach county ; he did not mean that
there were too many teachers; but if all were gathered oo one staff,
work would be done much better. Tho present syatem of Model Schiools
was wrong, —it was an injury to the pupils. The Public and Model
schools shoulil be separate ; or o separate reom andt additional teacher
)‘)rovi:lcd. The Model School training, however, was good. School
3oards should engage teachiers not for one year but for a terin of years,

for good ¢ mduct or till their uscfuluess wasgone. Mr. Riine agreed
with Mr. McDowell that a grouping of teachers in one place would
make High Schools more efficient. Teachers could not better thewr
positions s0 long as Inspectors granted permits. Inspectors should not
have the power to grant permnts because tho people were too stingy to
pay decent teachers, Mr. Odlum saild that though some system of pro-
tection was needesd in the matter of salaries, a County Union would be
useless.  Oatsiders wonld underbid. Taspectors were powerless; for
he believed some Boards would do without the grant or shut up the
achool rather than pay above a certain sum.,  Nothing can be done, un.
less there js legisitioa fixing a munimum rate. Teachers, however,
could do some good for future generations of the profession by ineul.
cating a spirit of Iberality in the matter on the pupils of to-day. Prof.
Dawson trnought here should be a multipheity of High Schools. It
was not fair to make outside folks hewers of wood and drawers of water
for favored or centval scctions. Teachiers should cuitivate an ésprit
de corps, and frown down upon any teacher underbidding another. Mr.
Odlum, by request, read a coaple of sclections from onc of the school
hooks.  He read with so much expression and impressiveness as tomake
some of his hearers sympathetically shudder during his rendering of
portions of ‘¢ Edinbirgh ofter Flodden. Votes of thauks were given to



