
OF THE BOARD OF IGRICULTURE.

- thrift which characterizes all new and
amising farmiing sections. Drouth is soie-
.tg which inspires io dread in the minds o
lefatrmers of the vallefs through which we
l. The fhcilities for irrigation arc most
inirable. Ditches stretchuing for miles in
ath, and carrying immense volumes of
.er,skirt the hillsides along the botton, fron

itichi the grateful eleient cani be diffused
,er thousands of arable acres at will. Tim-
ýr, if not of the mnost suveri.r quanlit.y, is
ýcndant for fuel, fencing and building.
WVe do not wish in our reinarks on this sec-

,DI+o be undcerstood as disparaging any other
iacultural portion of Colorado. Al along

r alley of the Platte, the Cache la Poudref,
,,îlder, Thompson, Cicar Creek, and a few

r st reams, extensive agricultural improve-
*r.ts have been nmade, and, w%'e presumine, with

lly tlattering results. But we have made
«ial mention Of our southern farming in-
-b!s, because we have fortunately passed
:algh tiat promising region at the time
lu the bountiful harvest ivas just gathered,
.1when we could sec and aippreciate the
Actions and adaptiveness of our botton
-ds for agricultural purposes. We are fully
einced that after another year passes, nia
e flour, corn, bacon, or aninnal food of any
, will be freighted accross the Plains ta
:terrtory.-Exchange.

Weedy Neighbours

iiere are few evils afilicting agriculturists
a1 compare witl the mischiefoccasioned
rell-farmied district by the presence of a
sibour who does not cul downi his weeds.

the present seasoin, il soie )arts of thne
iirv, the air is actually filled with
:inz tlistle-clown ; and, keep Laînd as

yi iiîi, if one has a dirty neighbour, high
tniîg, in its truc sense, is labour in vain.
tcanot even hold proprietors guiltless
this iatter of dissemninating weeds; for
a thir woods and couinions and wvar-
:millions ofseeds are hourly winging theîir

pt totegarden-like faris of their tenants.
qur colunmns imiention -was lately nade of
intitution of a Clamber of Agriculture.
ýe, thicin, is a fertile subject for inniediate,
aàleration, and one about wlich the Cliain-
could with good grade go ta the Legîsla-

for protection. Li the colonies, our
'ýer brethren have long ago dealt withn tie
stiin in a business-ike way; and particu-
in the colony of Victoria, a very leavy

ý1ty is enforcecd from any one who allows
~a to go ta seed.
Ptlaps it may be thougit by sone ta be

istent with British ideas of liberty and
ute righnts, ta interfere in suel ai case ; but
Mnot perceive the slightest injustice i.

putting down sucli a nuisance; and a nuisaneO,
in every sense of ti word, it.is. It would be
invidious to mention individual cases ; but
we presume there is scarcely one ofour readers
wlio possesses a clear-kept, fari, who could
n.t at once point to soie proioters of tlis
evil, so rife at tis particular senson, and who
does not fully sympatlize witli his brother-
farmer who ives alongside of a " weedy neigl-
bour." Couinions im general, or seaside links,
arc often the great hotbeds and nursgries of
this pest of thistles ; and we have leîard it
nientioned that one in East Lothian supplies
thistles for nearly the whole country. In the
absence of tie proposed Chamber af Agricul-
ture, perhaps the comnuîttees of sonie of our
agricuiltural clubs vill put down for discus-
sin during the ensuimg winter the sulect of
"Weedy Neighbours ;" and we sha live in
hopes of secimg a short bill passing the Huse
of Comions, comipelling oveî, one ta eut
clown his thtistles before they go to seedi, and
winîg their flight to the farns oi those -who
are compelled iost uiwilhingiy to receive
tlem.-Scottish Farmer.

Use of Leaves.

In many sections of our country, oak leaves
are extensively used as bedding for domestie
animals. They are gathered in the foreste in
autumu, and stored in some convenient place
till wanted. This affords them time ta dry,
which increases their power of absorption, and
renders then more valuable in taking up and
preserving the iquid voidings, and also facihi-
tates, through this means, the decomposition of
tie vegetable fibre when used as a inanure.
That ot.k or other kinds of leaves, operate pow-
erfully when spread broadcnst on the surface or
mowing land, is unquestioiable ; yet this re-
sults not so much from the , astringent" matter
they contain, as from the non-conducting power.
We spread leaves around the trunks of trees,
the blospoming of which it is desirable to retard
in spring, we apply thenw also in mulchingz,'
the object of which is to retain the moisture in
the soi! for the benefit of trees newly transplant-
ed.

When they are spread upon the surface of
grass lands, tbey present, ta a very grent extent,
the action of the solar rays, and thus in a meas-
ure deprive the roots of the energizing and vital-
izing iLfinences upon which their strength and
vigour very essentially depend. Whatever may
be the effects produced by leaves, ia their crude
state upon cultivated vegetation, we see that
they are einiently useful in woodlands, where,
if they are removed annually, the growie is not
only greatly retarded, but arrested.

In compost, also, we may often sce the value
of leaves tangibly exemplified, for experience
has long assured us that few more really valua-
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