
\M KOVAL S(Hir.TY <)l CANADA

Of thow< roporte.l killcil or mis-iii'., i\vciity-(ivc or thirty, iiiclu.liin?

Ihrpe offirors, iiwi.li- thi'ir fscaix^ to tli.- Miiuni. Forty or fifty others

were ciirriiMl off iis prwnicrs by lli«' Imliaiis, inoi-t of whom wi-n- <lc-

livcHMl iif) or ruiisoiiHMl iti the cciirs.' of six months, through th.' cffortM

of the oiriccrs of thiit ilejmrtmoiit. (iuite thr.'t- liuiidroil wcr.' killed,

mill thi- null niimlMir of woimdod prisimorn siitficiontly indinit.-s th.-

mcrcilesM chariiclcr of the |)iirsiiil .

The worst was yet to eomc. During the iiiKiit ti miinlMT of Indians

intent on i)liin<ler stealthily returned to the Hiver Raisin. Major

Koynold.s and two of the ii\terpreters had been called away and hut one

remained, who was imfortiinately not proficient in their ian«naKe.

The Indians ransacked llie villane and found a quantity of li.|Uor

Many of them became drunk and be^an to rf)b and insult thi wounded.

The interiireter and surneons wore helpless. Words were siKMceded by

blows, and finally these wretches killed Cai)tains Hart and llii'knum

and several privates who were unable to walk and carried off the re-

mainder with the s\irp;eons us prisoners. Several others whose strength

faili-d on the march were instantly butcheml. Not more than half

the wounded left here eventually escaped death in this nianiu^r.'

It is, perhaps, not surprising that Procter was personally blanied

for this massacre by his enemies, and indeed, he .seems to hav<> antici-

pated censure,

" My opinion of the enemy is not more favorable than it was from

what I have seen and heard of them. They were arme.l with knives

and tomahawks, and some of them used them. They fired at the

wounded as they lay on the ground, them.selves behind enclosures md
in buildings. Kvery art, every means have been employed to prejudice

and influence these misguided people against us. There have been

some instances, I am sorry to say, of Indian barbarity; but the example

was set by the enemy they came to seek. I know we shall be vilified,

for the triith is not in them. I have not anything to accuse myself of."'

In evidence of this he enclosed an extract of letter written to him

from Sandwich on January 29 by (Jeneral Winchester, in which that

officer .said:

" You will please to be assured, sir, that I feel a higli -sense of grati-

tude for the polite attention shown to myself as well as for the humanity

and kindness with which you have caused the prisoners to be treated

who fell into your hands on the 22nd instant.'"

The appearance of these men generally was uncouth and repellant.

' Am. State Papers, Military Affairs, I, 3t}7-75; Atherloii, 70-5.

» Procter to Sheaffe, 1st Februarj-, 1813.

' Winchester to Procter, 29th January, 1813.


