
316 CONCLUSION.

-The number of Indians baptized by the Brethren cannot
be exactly ascertained, in consequence of their Church
registers having been burnt when the iettlements were de-
stroyed on the Muskingum. But in e year 1772, they
amounted to 720,; and H eckewelder s ys, "from the com-
mencement to the year 1808, between 13 and, 1400
were baptized." Since that period, m+ny more have been
added to the Church, especially from an ong the Cherokees.
The missionaries, indeed, were not anious to baptize any,
except those who gave evidence by thèir walk and conver-
sation that they had been taught by thý Spirit of God, and
were.possessed of a living faith ; otherwise they might have
increased their number by many nomi al Christians. But
we ought not to measure the extent'o the influence of the
Gospel among the heathen, by the num er which submitted
to the baptismal rite; for the Brethre had pleasing proofs
that the seed of the word, which they ften sowedin tears
and apparently in vain, sprang up aft r many days in the
hearts of some who died unbaptized. It is also evident
that a knowledge of the truth must have spread far and
wide among the Indians, not only fro the labours of the
missionaries, and the zeal of their.con erted assistants, but
also from the malice of their enemies who, in a manner,
preached the Gospel to their savage c untrymen, by draw-
ing their attention to the Indian con egation, who were
suffering patiently for its sake. The ay of judgment and
the book of life will fully reveal the resu ts of the Brethren's
mission in North America; but wha bas already been
disclosed, is sufficient to encourage the to press forward
with renewed zeal, in their witnesi-b aring work, and to
stimulate all who feel an interesi i the extension of
the Redeemer's kingdom, to pra{ fo them, that their
simple testimony might be accompa ied by the demonstra-
tion of the Spirit, and with power from on high, until the
remotest tribes shall see the salvation o God.

THE END.
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