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regenerate man ; it may cultivate virtue, but

cannot restrain vice." But Christianity intro-

duced a new sen3e of sin and of holiness, of

everlasting reward and of endless condemnation.

It planted a sublime, impassioned love of Christ

in the heart, inflaming all its affections. It trans-

formed the character from icy stoicism or epi-

curean selfishness to a boundless and uncalculating

self-abnegation and devotion.

This divine principle developed a new instinct

of philanthropy in the soul. A feeling of common

brotherhood knit the hearts of the believers

together. To love a slave ! to love an enemy ! was

accounted the impossible among the heathen;

yet this incredible virtue they beheld every day

among the Christians. "This surprised them

beyond measure," says Tertullian, " that one man

should die for another." Hence, in the Christian

inscriptions no word of bitterness, even toward

their persecutors, is to be found. Sweet peace,

the peace of God that passeth all understanding,

breathes on every side.

One of the most striking results of the new

spirit of philanthropy which Christianity intro-

duced is seen in the copious charity of the

primitive Church. Amid the ruins of ancient

palaces and temples, tV.eatres and baths, there are

none of any house of mercy. Charity among the


