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leaned on the palings of a Sunday, back we were in Our

native villages. Teddy O'Flynn was not the man to cultivate
roses, save the ones which. blossomed on his nose and they

were always in full bloom. Teddy had a foster daughter,
the queen rose of Bendigo, and as the roses bloomed so

bloomed Rosa, for that was her name. While the roses were
in bloom on Satnrday afternoon Rosa made a round of the
camp. She never sold the roses but she made each miner a
present of one, and the miners not to be outdone, made her a
present of a pinch ofcrold. She had to pinch it herself be-

tween her rosy little finger and thumb. Rosa took up the
camp in a regular way so that in time we all got a rose and
were satisfied.

Teddy O'Flynn had never studied books and yet he- was
a bit of a philosopher, and an Irish philosopher at that.
Teddy never wor-ed and yet he ate and drank of the best on
Bendigo Perhaps the pinches which Rosa made had some-
thing to do with Teddie's good fortune. The miners were
content, Teddy was happy, and Rosa-well the whole camp

was in love with her.'
And you fell in love with her too, I ventured to

remark.
I never denied it.)
At that time there were but two lawyers on the field,

Phalin Shea and Sandy MeLeod, that's myself. Part of the
time -we dug on the lead, for we both held claims, but when
a dispute arose Phalin was retained by one client, and

McLeod by the other, then we fought it out before the Gold
Commissioner and honors were generally equally divided.

Thé Shamrock and the Scotch Thistle, they used to call us.
The best of friends we were, though we often nearly came to

blows, 'Rosa distinguished -us from the other miners by call- «
in27 us zentlemen. Phalin and I were regarded as the favored
suitors but that did not prevent the other men from striving-

to secure such a valuable claim. One evening I was at
O'Flynn's cabin and the next nia-ht Phalin was at the same
place and basking in the same miles. To all of our vows
Rosa returned the same answer.

What would become of Teddy O'Flynn if 1 marnïid ?
We each promised to allow Teddy a pension for life. Rosa

well knew that Phalin and I could not scrape up a hundred
pounds, but like all miners, -we were willing to bank on the
future for- any number of thousands. Rosa was most im-
partial -and fed each on the sanie manna. Our infatuation
increased month by month and when the rainy seaàon came
on and no roses remained 'reddy proved equai to the occasion


