)hn“tng ‘Diréctor, nad- Mr. Hm |
Marrlott, Connlting ¥nsineer,  of m ;

Central Mining and Investment Lorpo!:

ation, of London. Mr. Marriott, as some
readers will Temémber, was one of the
representatives of the . Imsittuton ‘of
Mining and’ Metallurgy on the occasion’

of the summer excursion of. the Cap-_‘

adian’ Mining Institute in “190% the

-mentioned corporation has c¢oneif i : .
Bhove posed ‘to. hold. Our aple Mu u w m‘e-~

solidated its’ interests wii those of
Messrs. Wernher, Beit & Co., and Me#srs.
Eckstein & Co., the largest operators fn
Kimberly and the South African Rand.
The party will visit the most interest-
‘ing mining flelds of the province, in-
cluding Portland Canal and the region
around Hazelton. The report that they
may make upon the opportunities hereis
very likely to have a ﬁotent influence
upon the investment of a large amount
of capital.

TEE XING AND THE CRISIS

The House of Lords, having passed

constltuuon preecdenL 5 %
"We hsve endea.vored to avoid in what
hu been said above l.ny elpreulon on |

sent in brief form the principal facta
of the case and the rules applicable
to it for the guidance of readers as
they watch the progress of events.

O ORI WM s N

PROPORTIONATE REPRESENTATION

It ‘may be remembered that some time
ago we directed attention to proportion-
ate representation ‘in séve_nl articles,
su\ggested by some ideas advanced by
His Excellency the Governor-General.
As has already been mentioned, Sir

‘Richard Cartwright discussed the sub-

Ject .recently in Toronto, and he brought

<the merits of the. !asu “batween ﬂ’ﬁ"

ar
cout:g:y m the a.xreemmt that woul(i
be an end to it. That is Why we ask
what good can come from makinx any,
axreemenuat all.

5 20 LA RO Tl

Mr. F. Baker, of 1049 View street. in-
vites the ‘anger of the gods, ‘He says
that the/ charming verse, which appeared’
in the Colonist yesterday shonld have
read;

" Big fleas have little fleas
Upon their backs to bite ‘em,
And little fleas have lesser fleas
And so ad infinitum,

By what. authority Mr. Baker assumes
the r!ght to vary an ancient classic we
shall not stop to discuss; but it id evi-
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certain amendments to the Parliament out come of the glaring inequalities of
Bill, the TUnited Kingdom is one step the exisung system Speaking of On-
nedrer the crisis, when the King will tavio S{r Richard pointed out that,
be called upon to' act. Reviewing thel|gnareas in 1882 the Conservatives car-
situation some months ago, we express- ried that province by a very large ma-
ed the opinion that the Lords would|jsrity go far as the elected members
not reject the Bill, but would send it weﬁt. they had less than 1 per cent. of a
back to the .Commons with certain|mgajority of the popular vote. The parties

right to the Crow
fight to depose her,
garded as the legif
ly to be able to

when Philip of Sp
upon the country w
nation sprang to

patriotic to the co

dent that he has been misled into sup-
posing that the only place where fleas
make their habitat is the back. More-
over all fleas are ,ltttle, émd therefore
the third line of the poem is only \a
repetition of the first. ‘We submit to
the judgment of an intemgen‘t’ public

, GOLD MEDAL FOLDING CAMP
CHAIR, $2.00

‘May be folded and carried as easily as
an umbrella. Strong enough for the
heaviest man, being guaranteed to
maintain a weight of 300 1bs..$2.00

amendments, which the latter body
would not accept, and that if, after the
Commons had rejected the amendments,
the Lords' persisted in their ref\_xsal to
pass the government measure as sent
up to them, the King would have to
act. Lord Haldane, having giyen the
peers to understand that their amend-
ments will not be accepted, we know
in.advance what the next step will be.
1t has become, therefore, the duty of
the Lords to consider if they will com-
pel the King to take action.

As . the. situation is unprecedented
and may prove exéeedingly serious, we
may be permitted, even at the risk of
repeating what has been already said
in these columns, to explain it in some
detail, There is no doubt 'at all as to
the position of the King in our consti-
tutional system. He has open to him
svery source of information available
to any one in the realm, by which we
mean that he is not bound, as some
suppose, to accept the statements of
his ministers, if they do not appear
in his judgment to be borne out by
facts of which he has knowledge. Hence
he is something more than an auto-
maton, simply registering the will of
nis ministry. He must, however, act
iutomatically, as advised by his minis-
ters unless he is satisfied on one of
two points. If he believes he can se-
sure ‘a ministry, which will give effect
to his personal views and can command
L majority of ‘the .existing House of
Commons, or-if he believes he can se-
sure such a ministry which can satisfy
him that it can obtain control of the
House of Commons at a general elec-
tion, he may constitutionally reject the
wdvice of an existing ministry. He can-
not, however, constitutionally carry on
the government of the country except
upon the advice of a ministry possess-
ing the confidence of the House of Com-
mons, for the reasun that the right
to vote supply is vested in the Com-
mons alone. There -is .no room for any
doubt whatever upon this statement of
the constitutional position of the King.

No- one has yet undertaken to say
what are the opinions of the King in
respect to the Parliament Bill, but
there are some facts showing that
whatever his personal views may be,
he will find it exceedingly difficult to
take any other course than to accept
the advice tendered to him by Mr.
Asquith. We have no desire to convey
the impression that the advice would |
be repugnant to him for on that point
we are wholly uninformed. This, how-
ever, is known. The King was very de-
sirous that the Constitutional Confer-
ence of ‘last year should be held. He
hoped that the leaders of the two par-
tles weuld be able to find some com-
mon ground upon..which they could
meet. They failed to do so, and thus,
when only a few months in the kingly
>ffice, His Majesty was called upon
to face a crisis.: Mr. Asquith recom-
mended a dissolution and an appénl to
the people. This request the King could
nave refused, and his refusal would
have been perfectly constitutional. He
could have said to Mr. Asquith:  You
cannot carry on the government of
the country as you believe it should be
tarried on, although you have a ma-
lority of the members of the House of

from that province stood 556 Conserva-
tives and 37 Liberals. In 1887 the Con-
servative majority of members from On-
tario was 14, and the popular majority
less than 1 per cent. In 1891 the Con-
servative majority from Ontario was 4;
the Liberals had a pepular majority of
7,280. But Sir Richard admits that the
same state of things exists on the other
side. Thus in New. Brunswick at. the
last general elections the Conservatives
polled 35;000 votes and elected 2 mem-
bers and the Liberals 40,000 and elected
11 members, Sir Richard contented him-
self with these two examples showlng
how both sides were prejudiclally affect-
ed by the existing system, and we may
safely take his word that further exam-
ination would disclose further inequali-
ties. He points-out that such results as
he mentions may follow from ~an  in-
genious arrangement of the boundaries
of constituencies, and suggests that as
this has occurred in the past there is
always a possibility tnaat’ it may occur
in the future.

It will be remembered that Earl Grey
proposed to arrange for proportional
representation by giving each voter as
many votes as there are candidates; the
ballots to be marked First Choice, Sec-
ond Choice and so on., 8ir Richard's
plan  is more simple, and he thus ex-
plains it:

Now, those are the tkings which I will
desire you to ‘consider. The remedy
which I propose is the well-known rem-
edy which has been adapted by thinkers
in other countries, and I believe actual-
1y put in' practice in one or two of the
minor countries in ‘Europe; that is, the
simple remedy of grouping constituen-
cies together. It is not necessary to go
into details on that subject. I desire
simply to present the principle to your
consideration. If they were grouped to-
gether by twos or fives—it is a matter
of indifference In which particular form
the grouping takes place, if it existed it
will be obvious to every one of you that
a vastly fairer system of representation
would prevail than now prevails, and it
would of necessity result in a reduction
in the turmoil and trouble of election
contests, and a very considerable num-
ber of seats would be placed at the dis-
posal of the party throughout the Dom-
inion, with, I think, very good results to
the standing of the members of parlia-
ment and the general administration of
this country,

He believes that the plan proposed by
him would improve the general standard
of parliamentary representation, say:

You will pardon me for saying that I
speak on this subject with pretty con-
siderable experience and understanding
of nearly half a century when I téll you
that under such conditions I hold that it
is more than very important, that a very
considerable proportion of the best of
our men should be devoted to political
life. I desire to see in our halls of par-
liament a large proportion of the best
men in Canada engaged in the task of
governing and forwarding the prosper-
ity of their native country. But I am
also obligéd' to tell you that year by year
and day by day—and I think all' public
men of experience will agree with me—
the difficulties of obtaining men of the
right sort are continually incréasing
upon us. : s

This is pretty plain talk, and he made
it plainer when further on he spoke of
“the increasing temptation to gentlemen
of the wrong sort which goes with the
expenditure of one hundred and fifty
millions every year.” 8ir Richard has
glven us all something to think about,
for we are, all alike interested in:seeing
that the House of Commons reflects as

that it is quite immaterial whether a
flea does its biting upon the back or
some other part of the anatomy with
which it is allied, and that the great
thought of the poet was not to indi-
cate any particular spot where fleas
can’ be" found, but 'to demonstrate the
sublime .truth, which the lines as given
in the Colomst were intended ‘to con-
vey ‘The poem as we gave it is a con-
centration of energy upon a single point.
One thought runs through it from end
to‘end. “Big fleas,” we are told, “have
Flittle. fleas and these have less td bite
‘em, and these fleas 'have lesser fleas
‘and so ad 4nfinitum.”  You see 'there is
no interruption in the idea from first |
to last.: The reader,in search of knowl-
edge . does not have his attention dis-
tracted by being asked to consider that1
locus in'quo. We sSuppose Mr. Baker
does not like the use/f the word “less”;
but. less and lesser are interchangeable.
And so, while we thank our correspon-
dent for his valuable contribution andl
congratulate him wupon his erudition,
We can not accept his amendment. We
stand by the more catholic version
which refuses to differentiate between |
fleas which' bite on the back and those
that bite on some other place.

STILL AT VARIANCE

Mine Operators and Workers in Crow’s
Nest Region as Far from
Agreement as Ever

|
|

i

Gordon of the conciliation board has
about completed his report to the min-
ister of labor and left last evening for
Winnipeg, It is almost certain that
Mr. McLeod will sign this report' along
with Chairman Gordon, ' thus forming
a majority report. Mr. Carter's report
will differ widely €from ‘that of the
chairman, provided the latter is along
the lines of his proposed ' agreement
which both sides of the controversy
turned down so emphatically. - The
minority’ report will support the con-
tentions of the mine workers in all the
essential points of the cdntroversy and
Will take the position that the evidence
before - the board justifies the position
maintained by that side of the dispute.

The operators. committee and a few
of the members of that association are !
still here as are most of the minework-
ers. The latter are preparing to go
into the camps to explain to the mem-
bership the stand taken and the re-
sults of the - proceedings before the
board.

Indications are. that the miners are |
preparing to make a stubborn stand
for what they are asking,

The operators are non- -committal as
to future action, but the outlook for
any advance on either' side is decideds
ly gloomy.

BANFF, Ala., July 6.-——Chairman‘

Fight Beport Denied.
LISBON, July 6.—The reports of fight-
ing in the streets of Lisbon and else-
where in Portugal between loyal troops

and sympathizers of the monarchists
are untrue.

Spokane Wreck Inquiry.

SEATTLE, July 6.—Several officers of
the wrecked . tourist steamer Spokane
testified today before the United States
steamboat inspectors that  the equip-
ment of the steamship was sound, that.
every man was at his post when the
steamer was beached and that the boats
were lowered promptly.  The officers
testified that t.hoy had personally as-.
sisted passengers into the lifeboats and
that when they reached shore they made
all pessible provisions for the comfort

accurately as possible the opinion of the

of the passengers who, they said, mada

} RO complaint lt l.hut time.-
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GOLD MEDAL FOLDING
LAWN . STOOL, $1.00
Here is a comfortable article for
the camp and only one dollar
in price. It folds into a small
space, and for numerous uses is
unequalled. For tennis lawns
it is the best and handsomest

stool made. Only

FOLDING ARM CHAIR
$2.25

Strong, varnished birch -frame, with
striped canvas seat and back ENG-
PHee 78 .$2.25

LISH MAKE.

..$4.50
.$5.00

Hardwood throughout. Top 2ft. 3in,
x 3ft., and is finished with filler and
“The table when folded -en-
closes thé legs, thus the whole table
packs so closely as to defy breakage.
Size folded, 3ft,

TUB, $12.50

GOLD MEDAL FOL%"‘DING HOUSE COT

$3.00

For an indoor Cot this is a special value.
equally portable whether occupied or not,
especially appreciated by the sick.
6ft, 2in. x 2ft. 2in. Folded, 6ft. x 3in. square.
.$3.00

Also used for outdoor. 12 Ibs

GOLD MEDAL FOLDING BATH

The above cut represents our Gold
Medal Folding Bath Tub, which is the
most complete and convenient portable $2.00
bath tub ever invented. The frame is
of hardwood, rock elm, nicely finished
withfiller and varnished, to which we
have applied the principle of our pat-
ented metal joints, by means of which
it folds edsily and compactly. Have a
bathroom in the country for $12.50,

Opens

GOLD MEDAL FOLDING CHAIRS

This is a new style of Folding Chair,
and is great value for the money. We
have the very best variety in Camp
Furniture awaiting your inspection,
and a look at these in our window will
convince you that they are all quahty
goods.

It is

FOLDING LAWN SETTEE

Three Splendid, New
~ Summer Chairs

THE - SMOKERS CHALR
t $3 00

Polished birchwood -with. Brussels
carpet seat and well back. /ENG-

LISH MAKE. Price

This is the same Setteg as the
one shown above By compar-
ing the two, you can readily sce
what a handy article this is.
When folded ‘is_ very compact,
when open it is just the thing for
any lawn. Prices same as above.

STEAMER OR VERANDAH
CHAIR, $4.00
Gentleman’s full size, ‘cane seat and
back polished birchwood frame and
arms. ENGLISH MAKE..$4.00
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