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whole programme is devised to give ex- wants to, bat if he does so,* he mast not 
pression to the universal sentiment of complain it the latter suffers. A city 
the community. It Is hardly necessary is largely judged by its commercial ad- 
to do more than mention the matter to vertising. If the business houses show 
secure a great concourse of people. that they are awake to the demands of

It has been proposed that a contribu- trade by printing abundant and attractive 
tion box should be placed in a conspicu- advertisements in their city papers, they 
one place, where those who wish can will do more to build up the business of 
supplement the price of their ticket. The their city and therefore enhance their 
committee might "consider this. own prosperity than they can do in any

_____ , / other way. Compare a Victoria paper
ADVERTISING VICTORIA. with a Seattle paper in regard to adver-

A pntolic meeting is to be held shortly, tisinS and the difference will strike you 
at the request of the advertising com- at once- Suppose you were a stranger 
mittee of the board of trade, for thç pur- to both places and you were to pick up 
pose of discussing the ways and means the Post-Intelligencer and the Seattle 
of advertising this city. The subject is Times and also the Colonist and the Vic- 
of very considerable importance, and if t°ria Times, for the purpose of determin- 
good judgment is exercised excellent re- in6 "where you would go to buy goods, 
suits may be looked for. In the interval Would you not find yourself influenced 
before the meeting it would be well for in faTor of the Sound city? Compare the 
those who take an interest in such mat- ability of Seattle to handle the Northern 
ters to give the subject some thought, so trade with the ability of Victoria to 
that the result of the discussion may be handle the same trade and see If you 
the evolution of some well-considered think the showing of commerical adver- 
plan. One cause why many public tisinS which the Victoria papers make is 
meetings in this city fail to accomplish in keeping with the relative strength of 
much is that everything is left to the spur the two cities in that particular, 
of the moment, which leads to hasty con- S>uch are a few of the thoughts to 
elusions being reached. which the proposed public meeting gives

It is very easy to say that Victoria ™e- ^î.ber? will be mentioned later, bnt , , ; , . , , . . these will give food enough for reflectionought to be advertised, but when we for t]ie preSent_
come to talk about how it should be and 
what points ought to be given promi
nence, there wild always be found not 
only a wide difference of opinion, but 
many, perhaps the majority, will have 
only the most general ideas on the sub
ject There are those who will scout the 
idea of doing any advertising. They will 
tell you that it is better to trust to the 
slow and steady growth now in progress 
than to seek to create anything at all re
sembling a boom. Such people will 
point out that after the effect of the 
smallpox epidemic passed away, Victoria 
began to gain in population, and that one 
has only to go around the city to observe 
marks of permanent improvement on 
every side. We are glad to be able to 
admit that this is so; but as one of the 
oldest residents of the city remarked 
yesterday: “It is true that Victoria is 
growing, but it is also true that other 
cities on the Coast are growing faster.”
This sentence contains the true key-note 
of the situation, which is how Victoria 
shall keep its relative place in the pro
gress of the Pacific Northwest.

It is unfortunately too true that among 
the cities on the Coast Victoria re
ceives about as little public notice as any 
of those aspiring to a first place.
There are natural reasons why this 
should be so. Victoria is populated to a 
less degree by Eastern people than any 
other place in either this province or the 
state of Washington. A very large ele
ment of the population is native-born.
Another large element is from the 
Mother Country. The Eastern Cana
dian element is growing steadily stronger 
hut it has not the relative prominence 
here that. it has elsewhere. Take Van
couver, for example. There is somebody 
in Eastern Canada who is interested 
in one way or another in practically the 
whole population. Consequently any
thing affecting Vancouver finds hundreds 
of readers in the Eastern Provinces 
where anything affecting Victoria might 
not find « score. Victoria and its con
cerns do not excite the same degree of 
interest because so many Eastern Can
adians are not personally interested in 
those who make up the population of Vic
toria. Doubtless if we should apply the 
same test to the relative standing of the 
two cities in Great Britain we would find 
conditions quite reversed ; but on the 
other hand the British interest in Vic
toria is associated more with social and 
family considerations than with business 
masters.

Then we have the very important fact 
that Vancouver, Seattle and Tacoma are 
invariably associated with great trans
continental railway systems. Victoria is 
usually thought of as a place that is off 
the main line of travel. This will not 
read pleasantly, but gradually we are 
getting down to a business basis in this 
city and a newspaper can afford to tell 
the people just what the facts are. There 
is no use in treating a patient until you 
know something of the nature of his dis
ease, and there is no sense in disguising 
what every one who keeps in touch with 
what is going on in the world recognizes 
as true, namely, that Victoria, while one 
of the most delightful places on the 
whole Western Continent is generally 
regarded as being just a little 
out of the way. We who live here know
that this is not the case, and one of the These arc tremendous days in South 
things that we ought to make people Afriea- The souls of men are befog 
everywhere understand is that it is not tried as 8°ld is tried in a furnace. At 
the case. Matching, at Kimberley, at Ladysmith,

Very tittle is known abroad of Van- men of our race, outnumbered by a 
The generally expressed desire of the couver Island, and there is not much brave and tactful foe, are standing up 

public, to contribute something towards cause for surprise on this score, for most for the honor of the flag and the pres
ide fund for the support of those who of us know very little about it ourselves. t'Se °f the Empire. The deeds of valor 
may be left widows or orphans by the it ;s not necessary ,to go outside of the that have been done are countless, and 
deaths among our troops in South Africa, city limits to find a plentiful ignorance most of them will never be known ex- 
has led to arrangements being made for ,m this subject. To many people Vic- cept to those who did them. Every day 
a grand patriotic concert jp the Drill hall toria ie a place with no “Raison d’etre” has its own heroes. The world is leam- 
on Thursday (to-morrow) evening. The except that it happened to be located i°8 that long years of prosperity have 
money realized will be forwarded to the here. They know nothing of the vast aot dimmed British courage or lessened 
Mansion House Fund, London, through wealth of Vancouver Island, nothing of British endurance.
the Governor-General, and it is hoped the advantages of the city’s situation in What is it all for? This is an im- 
that this will only be a beginning of respect to Coast commerce, nothing of portant question. We should support 
Canadian contributions to this laudable the adaptation of Victoria to become a our soldiers in the field even when they 
object. ’The concert is to be given on headquarters for mining and trade, wage a war which we may not be able 
the evening of H. K. H. the Prince of There are matters that ought to be plac- wholly to justify. But happily in this 
Wales’ birthday, a fact which will of it- cd before the public in other parts of the case we have no occasion to resort to 
self lend special interest to it. world. fine distinctions to make the position of

The attendance ought to ,be limited Perhaps the most immediate results Great Britain towards the Transvaal 
only by the capacity of the Drill hall, would be felt from the proper advertis- tenable. If ever a nation stood as the 
In uo better way can the public gener- fog of the city in the Northern gold- champion for freedom, democracy, equal 
ally contribute to this most worthy fields. In this respect the people of this rights and impartial justice, Grgat Brit- 
fund- It the people turn out as they city have been extremely backward. It a in has so stood during the whole con- 
should, a thousand dollars ought to be is a fact that the business men of Vic- troversy. The fogs of diplomacy have 
realized. The concert will be on toria are not as a rule good advertisers, been cleared away by the battle echoes 
patriotic lines, and if, as is hoped, the Many of them look upon an advertise- and we are able now to understand far 
co-operation of the band of the flagship ment as something they are doing in better than we could even a month ago 
with the Fifth regiment band can be order to support a newspaper. Some- what the real nature of the conflict is. 
secured, the instrumental part of the times you will hear a business man say We know now that Great Britain has
programme will be something out of that he will not advertise in such and from the beginning supporting the rights
common. such a paper because he does not like Us of the majority against the oppression of

The songs and recitations will all be polities. Now a man has a right to pre- the minority. The Boer government of all available forces for the defence of
of a patriotic order, and iu fact the( fer his polities to his business_ if hej the Transvaal, though a republic in Pietermaritzburg. The Associated

■- ■ ' '
name, is to point of fact an «elusive 
oligarchy. There7 is no more exclusive 
oligarchy in the world. This oligarchy 
is composed of a few people, compara
tively speaking, who became occupants 
of one of the most valuable portions of 
the earth’s surface, a region that can 
support a great population in prosperity. 
Thousands of immigrants have entered 
thé .territory.
right to go there as the Boers them
selves had in the first place. After they 
got there, they did what the Boers did 
not—they made the country the scene of 
an advanced modem civilization, an up- 
to-date land in every respect, save that 
the people who made it worth living in, 
who paid nearly all the taxes, who em
ployed nearly all the labor, who made 
the property of the Boers of any value 
whatever, are deprived of the right to 
have a voice in the government, and are 
treated as no other free people are 
treated anywhere, on earth. So much 
for the Transvaal. Besides these facts, 
it is now well known that the dream of 
the Transvaal oligarchy has been to 
employ the immense wealth of the coun-

_
Press advanced this theory yesterday. 
It is a plausible explanation, and may 
be accepted in the absence of any other. 
It is possible that Gen. Joubert has des
patched a portion of his command 
through Zululand with the object of oc
cupying Pietermaritzburg. He had men 
enough at his disposal to do this without 
reducing his force at Ladysmith below 
that of Gen. White. We think that this
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THE WAR.

HAP.Yesterday’s news from Natal was 
Both Thursday and They had just as muchvery encouraging.

Friday witnessed hot fighting with con
spicuous British success. The sentence 
in the official report to the effect that 
Ladysmith is now regarded as safe, is 
the best possible testimony to the good 
work done. It is true that the official 
despatch does not fully bear out the un
official tidings; but this is not the first 
time such a thing has occurred. For 
example, last Friday we heard of fierce 
fighting and a brilliant victory for onr 
arms. Much as we all wished to be
lieve the report, the absence of official 
corroboration made every one hesitate to 
believe it at first and finally conclude 
that it was an invention. We know now

would be a great tactical blunder, unless 
his intention is simply to destroy the 
railway before reinforcements can get in 
from the coast. We cannot see ho* he 
can hope to carry out a successful cam
paign now. Every day shows the value 
of good work done at Glencoe and 
Elandsiaagte. These two brilliant vic
tories checked Joubert’s advance and 
what is better still they made him very 
careful of attacking our position at 
Ladysmith. In the course of a few days 
the whole situation in Natal will be 
changed, and when the British force is 
in a position to take the offensive, we 
will hear very much less than we now 
do about Boer courage and Boer strategy.

South Africa.
that it was correct. In like manner we 
received two days in advance of official 
news the story of the capture of the 
Fusiliers and Gloucesters. The first ac
count of the latter was greatly exagger
ated, but the affair was sufficiently seri
ous. So it may be that the story that 
came forward yesterday of a great Brit
ish victory, with the capture of 2,000 
Boers, may be founded in fact and may 
relate to something subsequent to Fri
day’s fighting. Wre mention these mat- 
tens only in order that Colonist readers 
may be the better able to form their 
conclusions from the fragmentary de
spatches received. We are certainly not 
being told everything that is going on in 
South Africa.
, It is pleasant to read of our fellows 
carrying a Boer position at the point of 
the bayonet. Nothing fires the British 
heart like that sort of thing. Standing 
off and shooting at each other at long 
range may do for other nations, but we 
Britishers like to see our men “ up and 
at ’em,” and to their everlasting honor 
be it said that they never miss the oppor
tunity. When the theorists said that 
the days of the bayonet and fighting at 
close quarters were over they did not 
count on Tommy Atkins and his kilted 
brother from the North. The British 
infantry soldier dearly loves to be in the 
very heart of a scrimmage. He is built 
out of stuff that will stand it, and when 
he starts for the enemy the latter gener
ally finds it good policy to put as much 
distance between himself and Tommy 
nature will permit, 
are something that the Boers did not 
count on.

try in the establishment of Boer suprem
acy all over South Africa.

Great Britain sought to meet the case 
by peaceful means. She asked for the 
enframchisment of the Uitianders, be
lieving that this would settle everything 
in the course of time. The request was 
not that aliens might vote, tout that 
Aliens might acquire the full rights of 
citizenship on terms that were not a 
practical denial of them. Given at 
electorate representative of the whole 
population, and Great Britain could 
safely trust that nothing would develop 
in South Africa prejudicial to her Inter
ests, which we can truly claim are the 
interests of humanity in general. But 
nothing could be done with the truculent 
Boers. They fancied that they were 
able to defy the British Empire, and 
with an impudence unpaAllelled in his
tory gave the British what was substan
tially notice to quit South Africa, for a 
compliance with the Kruger ultimatum 
minion in that part of the world, if not 
won1'1 have beep the end of British do- 
of the Empire. Upon the top of this 
ultimatum came the invasion of British 
territory. What was the object of that 
invasion? Only one answer can be 
given to this question, that is'assuming 
Kruger to be governed by the rules 
which influence men of ordinary intelli
gence. He must have hoped that he 
would be able by prompt action to wipe 
out the British garrisons, and then with 
an army flushed with victory to prevent 
the landing of any further troops. If 
he conld do this, he would have made a 
Boer South Africa possible within a very 
short time. That is, Kruger started out 
on a war of conquest. It may seem an 
absurd thing to say of so comparatively 
small a nation; but just look at the 
facts. Suppose that Mafektog and 
Kimberley had fallen. Would not 
Eechuanaland have passed into the pos
session of the Boers, and would not the 
Boer population have risen to their sup
port? Would this not have released 
all Gen. Cronje’s force to go down to 
Ladysmith, there to overwhelm Gen. 
White? And with White overthrown
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These are quiet days among the local 
politicians. One would never know that 
the province had a government or that 
we were within two months of a session. 
The government press is absolutely si
lent. The members of the government 
themselves seem to have been stricken 
dumb. There- is not a suggestion of any
thing that will be proposed to benefit the 
province in any way or relieve it from 
the mischievous consequences of the leg
islation of last winter. The Colonist is 
in no great hurry to precipitate discus
sion anew on the several subjects which 
occupied so much attention earlier in the 
year, for it is never good policy to at
tempt to force public attention away 
from a subject which engrosses it as 
completely as the war now does, and it 
seems as though when the Colonist leaves 
politics alone no one thinks it worth 
while to take the subject up. We are 
reminded of the extraordinary apathy 
prevailing in political circles at the close 
of the last session of the house. Men 
quite prominent in public life said then 
that there was not much that could be 
done, because they thought the Semlin- 
Mai tin-Cotton combination was one that 
could not be broken. The Colonist let 
them think so for a while and then be
gan the work of smashing the combina
tion, which was soon accomplished with 
the aid of several contemporaries. The 
result of that short and very warm cam
paign, which was a battle of the news
papers for good government, with the 
politicians looking on, has been to leave 
the government in a far weaker position 
than it was when the house was pro
rogued. Logically there is no reason 
why the members of thé house who sup
ported the government as constituted 
last session should give it their support 
now, and we are very greatly mistaken 
if anything like enough of them do so 
to give Mr. Semlin a majority. Our 
opinion, almost amounting to certainty, 
is that the government will be defeated 
on the address.

One reason which the friends of the 
government advance for thinking that 
Mr. Semlin can hold on is that the mem
bers will not desire to have a new elec) 
tion, or rather that a sufficient number 
of them will not, to keep the opposition 

■in a minority. This idea is, we are satis
fied, without good foundation. There 
would certainly be an election next sum
mer if Mr. Semlin were sustained. There 
need not necessarily be one, if hé is de
feated. A new government can be form
ed out of the present house. Some people 
say that Mr. Semlin is entitled to a dis
solution. He is entitled to" nothing of 
the kind. It rests solely with the Lieu
tenant-Governor to say whether or not 
he shall have a dissolution. If His Honor 
believes that a new government can be 
formed out of the present house he will 
be perfectly justified in inviting some one 
to form it. The notion that every de
feated government is entitled to a disso
lution is a myth. Popular opinion upon 
a change can always be tested at the 
bye-eleetions rendered necessary by ac
ceptance of office by the new ministers.

We have just received a consignment of 
Maps of South Africa—26 x 19 inches— 
giving the greatest detail of South Afri
can points. It is a most valuable aid in 
following the events as they take place 
duiing the present war. Tn fact it is 
absolutely necessary to understand the 
accounts of engagements, n ovement of 
troops, etc.

On the reverse side of this map is a large Map of the 
♦Wor don Mercator’s projection. This enables the reader 
to follow the movements of the Navy from all parts of 
the World.

Maps of the Philippine Islands2* Cent» at all Druggists.

AND A DETAILED

Map of the Island of Luzon,
as

Bayonet charges
where the war is on between the United States and Filip
inos are also shown, thus giving all necessary information 
of the location of the war in the Philippines.The introduction to last night’s de- 

British eon-spa tches was disgusting, 
tempt of the “burghers," they said, “ has 
been chastened by defeat-” When did 
the defeats occur? They did not happen 
at Mafeking, nor at Kimberley, nor at 
Glencoe, nor 
Beater’s Hill.

PRICE 25cts.
at ESandsIaagte, nor at 

Moreover, the British 
have never expressed contempt for the 
Boers. They have on the contrary given 
them quite as much credit for fighting 
qualities as they deserve, 
that the Associated Press despatch 
respondent is doing a little invention. 
He is also behind the times with his 
mises. Yesterday morning the Colonist 
suggested editorially that possibly Gen. 
■loubert had drawn off
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The fact is
cor

and Eechuanaland in the hands of the 
Boers, they would have been masters of 
the whole territory from German West 
Africa to the coast of Natal. Possibly 
the Afrikander party in Cape Colony 
would have remained loyal under such 
circumstances, but the chance would 
■have been a risky one.

This view of the case shows the im
mense importance of the gallant work 
done at Mafeking and Kimberley, and 
the splendid resistance offered by Gen. 
White to a force greatly outnumbering 
his own. The value of these first few 
weeks of the war to the Empire cannot 
be well over-estimated. They have been 
trying weeks to the valiant corps which 
have held out so well and inflicted such 
severe damage to their foes, but they 
mean everything in so far as the future 
goes. President Kruger must realize 
that his expectations have failed, and 
that defeat is now inevitable. He may
be able to prolong the struggle, but he 
cannot hope for success. British rein
forcements will soon be on the ground ; 
the offensive will be taken toy our troops, 
and the end of the drama will then be 
in sight. Meanwhile, here’s to the fel
lows who hold out in the name of the 
Empire against great odds.

sur-
There is nothing like saving the sm < 

amounts.
Your savings by buying your groceries 

from us will soon amount to a snug little 
sum.

some of his 
troops iu order to make a demonstration 
-in some other quarter, and Pietermaritz
burg was spoken of as his possible objec
tive point. Last evening the same thing 
came to the Times in the form of a Lon
don despatch, 
cast discredit upon our contemporary’s 
telegrams, which are what they purport 
to be, but simply to show Colonist read
ers that much of what is sent out as 
news is only what any person, whose 
duty it is to keep track of what is going 
on, would naturally surmise, 
the point clearer, we quote from the 
Colonist editorial of yesterday :

“It is possible that Gen. Joubert has 
despatched a portion of hiis command 
through Zululand with the object of 
occupying Pietermaritzburg."

The Associated Press despatch to the
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Times last night said:
“ But the mere fact that Geu. White 

is enabled to undertake a series of suc
cessful reconnaissances is taken as indi
cating that the grip of the Boer invest
ment has been relaxed by the with
drawal of a portion of Gen. Joubert’s 
forces southward.”

We repeat that we mention this only 
to indicate the value of some of the 
alleged news and to show that it is only 
an expression of opinion.
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There is not much war news to report 
but what there iq is highly satisfactory. 
The stories that have been told during 
the last few days and the comments of 
correspondents upon them have created 
the impression that the position of Gen. 
White was something like that of a rat 
in a trap. He has been cut off from rail 
connection with Durban and the wires 
are down so that no telegrams come 
through, but the position of a general 
who is in a position to sally out and 
inflict severe punishment upon the cnemy 
need not be the cause of any great de
gree of alarm at present.

The Boers are clearly no match for
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TUB TRADE SUPPLIED.our troops in action. Let it be supposed 
that conditions were reversed and that 
Gen. White had Gen. Joubert surround
ed with a greatly superior force. Does 
any one imagine that he would permit 
days and weeks to pass without bring
ing matters to a climax? It is, of course, 
possible that the strength of Joubert’s 
force may be over-estimated. Yester
day’s despatches spoke of the difficulty 
of accounting for the large bodies oi 
Boers reported from so many different 
points. The explanation may be that 
Joubert’s army is smaller than has been 
thought, aithôugh much larger .than that 
commanded by Gen. White.

A few days ago we suggested in these 
columns that the object of the 
ation of Colenso might be to concentrate
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Rant, Higgins, Mel 
Demy and Miss C 

After the prescrit 
and the despatch oi 
letter from a recent 
who had been adoi 
Nelson, B. C-, was 1 
low was highly del 
and the kindness oi 
railway officials, ant 
gie and Bertie had 
He enclosed ten ct
wound up with sayii 
a fine lady and get 
and I feel quite at

The report of the 
alluded in respectfu 
moval of the Horn 
shelter and safety c 
•dangers and wretche 
and placed the res] 
who were instrumeu 

•about, 
need of serge or twee 
for the boys, and 1 
for the children’s h 
was also made to tn 

■of Mr. 8. M. Robin 
couver Goal Compa 
home supplied with 
goes on to say: “] 
the donations are t« 
Robins says stop, b 
that such a small wo 
in Mr. Robins' largi

Bills to the 
sive of salaries) wi 
ment.

A kind letter froi 
the World, offering 1 
of the home, was ri 
and referred to a spi 
power to act.

It was also

It also ref

amou

agree< 
auxiliary committees 
tricts to receive and 
voluntary contributii 

Mrs. (Captain) I{i 
Going were named 
month.

The matron
a:

repoi
the home, ail well, b 
leaking.

The following dei 
were directed to be 
thanks:

Mr. Jack, one sack r 
and dripping; ladles S 
dnr HUH, one box 
tables; Mrs. A. J. McL 
Mrs. William Munsle, 
Calvary Baptist chui 
Gcodacre, box plums, 
bags, etc. ; Oongregal 
fruit and vegetables; 1 
dist church, bread, f 
A Friend, clothing; A] 
large sack buns; Mrs. 
and three boxes fruit; 
ten sacks potatoes an 
A Friend, clothing am 
ams, clothing, hats ai 
ent Order of Forester? 
cheese and sugar; J 
boots, bed, spring and 
Heoucken, clothing, ha 
W. ltalph Higgins, hi 
buns, cakes and thirty 
A Friend, four sacks ■ 
Gregory anil officers 
roast beef, plum pudd 
Leitch, clothing: Mrs. 
Abraham B. Smith, cl< 
pears; Mrs. G. A. 11 
Mrs. Erd, two sacks 
pears; Mrs. J. Pater 
etc.; Mrs. Mclnnes, 1: 
M. Robins, Nanaimo, 8 
and Colonist Pnblishi 
papers; Miss Spragg,

a

“ PAÏ-PA

Appeal to the Pati 
Ci Lizcns—Concert 

iu for Mansion
A few gentlemen I 

day morning in an ini 
cided to arrange foi 
concert in the dri 
1 Thursday) evening, 
formed consisting of 
son (the proposer of tl 
Gregory, Senator Tea 
grin, Herbert Kent, 1 
Pooley. Mr. Wilson] 
that those in charge d 
Barnabas church ha| 
postpone it. The ed 
James’ hall being a q 
lerferc with the conu 
the two halls are na 
the St. James people] 
a little later than thj 
if any number of tha 
the concert. In adq 
Regiment band it is a 
meats will be made a 
the flagship can be 
has not yet been tin 
with Admiral Beaum 
reply. If the fiagshj 
one or more number] 
played by the two bd 
the effect will doubtli 

The programme is 
a geeeral way, but id 
concert will begin at 
grand flourish of trva 
after which “Rule I 
played by the band, i 
audience feel like si] 
quite welcome to do] 
kins,” “Her Majesty 
Queen," “The Red, IN 
other patriotic airs d 
is expected that MrsJ 
dramatic powers lire 
recite Kipling’s lates 
sen-t-Minded Beggar,! 
lection to be named] 
gramme will be interd 
mental music of ma

Mail
Growth.

We can aid out-of-town 
jewelry buyers by our 
handsome illustrated 
Catalogue.

We have 
and enlarge 
Department.
We realize that it is an 

important field, and we 
are cultivating it care
fully.

just remodelled 
dour Mailorder

Thousands of customers 
from the Lower Provinces 
through to British Columbia 
can testify to this.
Try us for your Christ

mas needs in Silver No
velties, Watches t Dia'r 
monds or Jewelry.

You run no risk, as we 
and cheer- 

in full if
prepay charges 
fully refund money in 
you are not satisfied.

ryrie Bros.,
118,120, 122,124 Yooge Street, 

TORONTO. 
Established 1884.
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