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Tuesday, January 2 1867,

The Governor’s Speech,

Whea we consider that the reputa~
tion of His Excellency the Governor
is at stake at the Colonial Office, no
one can doubt that he is fully alive to
the responsibility of bringing togetter
in close communion two sections until
lately bitterly antagonistic to each
The earnestness of

His Excellency is not doubted; his
ability to perform the task he has un-
dertaken remains to be proven. It is
undeniable that the Colonies have
worked badly in single harness; can
the Governor manage them when
hitched together as a team? The
question is one that a few weeks’ time
will determine; and, while the coun-
try is preparing to watch the political
events of the session, it is essential
that we should direct public attention
to the most prominent topics discussed
in the Speech. After assuring the
Council that he is aware of the respon-
sibility resting upon him, and calling
attention to the Standing Orders,
Governor Seymour proposes to intros
duce indemnity measures for money
expended both by his own and Gov-
ernor Kennedy’s administrations with:
out the authority of the Appropriation
Acts. Nothing is said, however, as to
the exigencies that called for this over-
expenditure ; but it is to be presumed
that satisfactory explanations will be
furnished at the proper time. It no
satisfactory explanatjon be given, then
not one line ot indemnity should be
extended. If the Council is to have
a voice in the expenditure of the pub«
“lic monies, that voice should be listened
to and respected ; but if the Govern—
ment is to have the power to expend
the public monies after a fashion of its
own, the Jabor devoted to considering
the Estimates will be simply lost, for
while the Counecil is employed in tying
a stout string around the mouth of the
bag, the Governmernt is as indus~
triously engaged in letting the cash
out through a great hole in the botto:m.
Nothing will justify an oversexpendi~
ture save an unlooked~for emergoncy,
and it lies with the Governor to state
when, where and how an emergency
arose. The indemnity for the surpen~
sion of the Vancouver Import Acts
will, no doubt, be readily granted;
but His Excellency does not deign to
. ask an indemnity for illegally collect-
ing at New Westminster duties upon
' goods shipped from Victoria, when the
English ,Customs Consolidation Act
distinctly says that no duties can be
levied upon goods bound from cne
port of the Kingdom to another. The
recommendation to extend certain
Acts of each section over the United

Colony is excellent, with the excep-

tion of that relating to the sals of

liquor to Indians. This Act, experi-
ence has taught, can dever be enforced.

The Indian gets all the rot-gut he re-

quires, notwithstanding the stringent

law in force ; whereas, were the traffic
thrown open to licensed dealers, he
would drink the same quality of
liquor as the whites. The effect of the
prohibitory law is thus more destruc-
tive to the life and morality ot the Ia-
dian than if it were not 1n existence.
Its presence on our statute books
offers a premium to low scoundrels to
engage in an illicit traffic; while the
very risks they run to dispose of their
 stock to the *untutored savage”
gerves—not to prevent its sale—but to
increase the price of the commodity.
Indian liquor laws have failed
everywhere, and in no section of the
continent more completely than this.
In referring to the finances of both
sections of the Colony, Governor Sey-
mour regrets that they are in a “ most
ansatisfactory state,” and gives it as
.his deliberate conviction that “ Union
came none tuo late”” These admise
sions support what the opponents of
" Unconditional: Union always mains
tained—~that the mainland was in a
greater state of fin ancial distress than
‘the Island~. Since Union we have
found that _this assertion was . too

true. But while Vaucouver politicians

/

: wergfgom“‘ ig about wringing their
haods in despair, proclaiming their

poverty and wretchedness, and prays;

s AT

i

ing Her Majesty to grant them imme-
diate Union, as the only escape from
utter ruin, the politicians on the main-
land kept a ¢stiff upper lip” and
maintained a shabby-genteel appear~
ance to the very last day of their se-
parate existence. Had the Islanders
acted as wisely, they would to-day
bave seen the mainland on her knees
at their gates a supplicant for admis~
sion to their family circle on “any
terms that they may have seen fit to
grant.” The statement that the es-
timates of revenue and expenditure
are lighter for the United Colony than
has been voted for the service of the
mainland alone, furnishes a grain of
comfort ; but further down we find
that the Government does “not pro~
pose to undertake any public work of
magoitude during the year.” When
the details shall have been laid before
the Council, it will be seen that the
great saving lies more in the absence
of expenditure for public improve-
ments than in the reduction of cffices
and salaries. However, we are not
disposed to pick holes in His Hxcel-
lency’s Retrenchment policy. Taken
all and all, it is wise and just; and the
admiseion that it is to ‘‘the amalgas
mation of offices rather than to the
reduction of salaries that we must look
for our fature economy,” is very sen-
sible. Nothing looks sadder than a
battalion of underpaid, ill-dressed, hun
gry and thirsty-looking officials, with
not enough work on hand to keep
them out of mischief, and not sufficient
pay to permit of their cutting a figure
of respectability in ¢he public eye.
Some of thd official salaries on the
mainland were, howevet, out of all
proportion to the resources of the
‘Colony to pay ; these, we are glad to
learn, have been cut down—His
Excellency’s among the number—and
the holders of offices farnished
with extra work. The public work
of ¢“gecondary importance,” to which
His Excellency rather flippantly re~
fers, cost $50,000, and is a monument
to the generosity of the Islanders to~
wards their late ruler. As such, it
was entitled to something more than a
passing notice from Mr Seymour—an
inscription, perhaps. The dredger and
tug ought to be consigned to a
Knight of the Hammer for disposal.
The first is anything but an ornament
to our barbor; the last enters into
competition with citizens for the
carrying trade of the East Coast. The
Assay Office, we hopo, will be closed.
It is a losing concern, and is
destructive to private enterprise. The
same fate should attend the Printing
Office—of which His Ixcellency care-,
tully awoids mention—but which may
form the subject of one of the promised
messages. The abrogation of direct
taxes and a revision of the Tariff are
urgently demanded, and promised ;
but why is Mr Wylly confirmed as
Assessor if his occupation, is 80 soon
to be gone? The Speech leaves the
Colony in suspense as to whether
New Westminster has been perma~
nently selected for the Capital, or
whether the location will be left to
the Council to decide. 'I'he Governor,
it will be observed, says that ¢ proba-
bly ” he will furnish a message ¢ as to
tho cause of the selection made for
the seat of Government.” This may
mean that the Capital i8 irrevocably
fixed at New Westminster; or'it may
mean that the Governor feels that an
apology is due to the Council for call~
ing them together at the City of
Stumpe, when there are many more
desirable and suitable locations that
might easily have been fixed upon.
His Excellency does nct say that the
‘question Is closed, nor does he promise
to lay it before the Council for their
action; but as he has over and over
again pledged himself to govern acs
cording to the “ well understood
wishes of the people,” he designs, we
think, to leave it eventually to the
people’s representatives to determine.
But is it not a little extraordinary
that His Excellency only heard of the
agitation about the Capital a ¢ few
hours” before he sallied forth to meet
the Council? - Is it not strange that
a qn%:??on that has agitated every
(s)electoral district from Victoria to
Cariboo—that has been embodied in,
the address of every aspiring candis,

created a greater amount of newss
paper disoussion than any political
question that has agitated the Colony
of late—is it not strange, we ask, that
His Excellency should have remained
80 completely in the dark as to the
agitation that was going on that he
« cannot comprehend” the amount
of interest felt in it? What
marvelous simplicity ! Couald there
be a more forcible argument advanced
by the advocates for the removal of

the Capital than the fact that the
Governor of this “ magnificent terri-

tory,” seated in his office at New
Westminster, is 8o profoundly
ignorant of what is going on around
him that he did not know until
Thursday last that -an agitation
existed on & vital public question!
In conclusion, Governor Seymour
speaks hopefully of future prospects,
and invokes the blessing of the
Almighty upon the efforts we (he) is
about to make to promote the weligre
of the country. But Providence only
helps those who belp themselves ; and
except the Administration proves its
bility to rule by some more practical
test than that of mere words, it may
be sure that the divine inspiration
will be withheld. As a whole, the
Speech is a well written document—
rather dictatorial in one or two sen=~
tences, but a very respectable State
paper; displaying considerablc thought
and ability, and causing the reader to
exclaim, almost involuntarily, « it Mr
Seymour can govern as well as he can
write, there is little fear but we shall
ultimately omerge from the state of
¢“local depression” in which we are
plunged to a condition of compurative
prosperity.” We shall see !

By Clectric Telegraph
(—)I:ening of the Council !

THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH !

New WEesTMINSTER, Jan. 24,
The Legislative Council opened at 1:30.
The following is ,
THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH.

Honorable Gentlemen of the
Councal.

I by no means under-estimate the import~
ance of the:duty which devolves on me to~
day of practically giving effect to the Legis-
lative Union of the two British Colonies of
the North Pacific; nor can I avoid feeling
the grave respoosibility which rests upon me
as Govergor under the present distribution of
power.

There is considerable, though I trust, tem-
porary depression existing in several portions
of theeColony. There are conflicting inter-
ests which time alone can reconcile.

In all legislative bodies on the English
model it is the duty of the head of the Ex-
ecutive Government to state the reasons why
such legislative body has been convened
into session, and this I shall proceed to do.
But first it is well that I should lay before
you the Standing Orders for the conduct of
public business. They are prepared in
obedience to Her Majesty’s command, »cd
vary but little from those previously in force
In deference, however, to the wishes of sev-
eral members of the Council, I have struck
out the order fining members for nog-attend~
ance. »

I place prominently in the list of measures
which I wish yon to pass, bills of indemnity
to my predecessor in office in Vancouver Is~
land and myselt, for money expended without
an ‘A propriation Act. The circumstances
of the case are sufficiently familiar to all, and
T have no doubt but you will recognize the
supreme necessity. I shall likewise lay be-
fore you a bill to indemnify me for having
omitted to enforce certain provisions of the
Vancouver Island Stock Act, 1865, and the
gchedule of the Harbour Dues Act, 1866.
It will be obviously desirable that the laws
of the two sections of the Colony should be
assimilated with asJittle delay as possible. 1
do not feel competent at present to propose
this complete amalgamation—that may be
left to the pext gession; at present I will
endeavour to induce you to select from either
section such laws as may be best suited to
the immediate wants of the community at
large. The Vancouver Island Bankruptcy
Law and that respecting the registration of
titles to land might, I think with advantage
be extended over the whole Colony.

From the British Columbia ordinances I
would select for'general adoption those en-
abling Indian evidence to be received in
Courts of Justice; the law for the prevens
tion of the sale of spirituous liquors to the
aborigines, and that for the protection of
their graves. :

Then I would farther favorably recommend
for your consideration the Mining Laws as
existing on the mainland ; the Postal ; Joint
Stock ; Trustees Relief ; Currency, and Game
Protection ordinances ; and that for the dis-
tribution of the estate of intestates. These
have worked well in British Columbia, and
1it ‘seems to me that we might beneficially
extend  their operations. = A bill or bills for
the purpose 3hall be laid before you.

Ag it is proposed to place the Crown lands
of Vancouyer Island under the control of the
Legislature of the Uaited Colony, as soon as
suitable provision;has/ been made. for the
public seryice, 1 shall lay befote you a bill

Legislative

anlhorizin& the Governor to extend by proc- |

lamation the provisions of the'present British

date for Council henors; and that has

Columbia’| Jand ordinances over' the - entire

Colony, as soon asa satisfactory recoavey-
ance of the lsland from the Hudson Bay
Company to the Crown shall have been made.

A bill sball be laid before yon to amend
the Act giving certain powers to the Muni-.
cipality of Victoria.

The estimates of revenue and expenditare
are prepared and shall be laid before you at
an early date.

I deeply regret to have to state, what,
however, is well known to you, that the
finances of both sections of the Colony were
in a'very unsatisfactory condition at the
time that Union took place. Full informa-
tion as to our exact position shall be laid be-
fore you, and I think you will agree with
me—without examining into the question as
to which of the two late Colonies most re-
quired the support of the other— that Union
and the consequent larger reduction of ex-
penditure came none too soon. But gloomy
a8 our present position may be, I think we
can look to the future with confidence if ‘we
work faithfully together for the.public good,
merging as far as may be ‘all sectional or
local iuterests in a desire to promote general
welfare, 4

The estimates are prepared to meet the
present coandition of things. They will be
found in the aggregate to apply for a smaller
sum than has for some years past been voted
for the service of the mainland alone. As a
general rale, with one exception (to which I
shall presently refer), all the salaries have
~been reduced—from my own downwards;
though- I, for one, do not find labor, responsi-
bility or expenditure diminished by the
Union of the Colonies. Other public officers,
whose salaries are guaranteed to them by law,
have cheerfully consented to subm:it to a
temporary deprivation in the desire to help
the Colony in its present emergency.

The exeeption to which I refer is that of
the judicial department. It is obviously
desirable to avoid any discussion between the
Executive Government and the Judges in re-
gard to the emoluments of the latter. While
deeply regretting the reductions that I am
compelled to make, 1 must place on record
in the most public manner my opinion that
the great majority of the public servants who
pow suffer are fully entitled to salaries such
as they drew last year. I trust,that we may
regard the present one as of exceptional
embarrassment, and that better times may
soon lead to a more satisfactory appropriation
acts. It is to the amalgamation of offices
rather than to the reduction of salaries that
we must look for our future economy ; and I
shall earnestly recommend to the Secretary
of State tho removal to other Colonies of
some of our public officers. The case of
those gentlemen who, through no fault of
their own, lost office on the day of Union,
shall likewise be brought under the same
consideration. :

You will finqd from the estimates that I do
not propose to undertake any public works
of magnitude during the year: None are in
progress on the mainland ; one of secohdary
importance and moderate expense on the
island approaches completion. The ‘more
pleasing task of improvement must be left
for another year. It will be sufficient if for
the present we keep our great road system in
repair:

[ shall be glad if you wil! express ap
opiniun on two points of importance: What
is to be done with the dredging machine

consider it desirable to keep up a Govern-
ment Assay Office? On this latter question
I cannot act without the sanction of the Se-
cretary cf State. The department wae cons

Colony, and has principally been managed

reply to the speech, and the Hoase adjouﬁed
votil Wednesday next, when the question of
the legality of the Constitution of the Leg«
gslatur_e by reason of Vancouver Islang hav-
ing 7 instead of 8 members comes up forcon~
sideration, on motion of Dr Helmekep
when Mr Crease will explain. '

A npotice of motion by Mr DeCosmos to
suspend the collection of duties on goods from
Victoria, was refused till afier the reply hag
been voted.

The Loss of the Mauna Kea.
Messgs. Epitors :—On bebalf of urselveg
and men, we wish to return heartfelt thankg
to Captain Porcher and the officers and mep
of H.M.S. Sparrowhawk for the kindaess we
experienced while on board that vessel,
Everyihing that could be done for us wag
done, and our hearts overflow with gratitade
when we remember the noble and disintera
ested treatment which we received while o
hoard the Sparrowhawk. We are also under
deep obpligations to Mr Charles Carlton, of
Nettle Island, without whose unbounded Zenn
erosity most of our pumber must hays
perished ; end to the Klaskino Indiang; who
maintained and fed us until their own limited
steck of provisions was exhausted.
Respectfully,
D. ROBINSON,
Captain,
JOHN B. MORRISON,
Mate, bark Mauna Kea.
Vietoria, V.I., Jan. 26, 1867. .

: : e —
Shipping Intelligence.

PORT OF VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA,

= ———
i ENTERED,
Jan 21—Stinr Enterprise, Swanson, New Westminster
Stmr Diana, Wright, San Juan.
Slp Forest, Bradley, San Juan
Slp Harriett, McKenzie, fan Juan
Slp Ocean Queen, Smith, San Juan
Slp Hamly, Kendall, Nanaimo
Schr Alpha, George, Nanaimo
Sch Premier, Loudon, Hon«lulu
Stm Eliza Anderson, Finch, Port Townsend
January 22—schr Black Diamond, McCulloch, Nanaimo
Slp Hamley, Kendall, Nanaimo
Jan 23—S8umr Josie McNear, Berry, Port Townsend
Jan 24—Sumr Diana, Wright, San Juan
Schr Thorndyke, Thornton, San Juan
Schr Annie, klvin, Beccher Bay
Jan 25—Simr dsabel, Chambers, Nanaimo
Sumr Josie McNear, Berry, Port Townsend
Sip Harriett, McKengzie, ~an Juan .
Jau 26—Stmr Enterprise, Swanson, New Westminster
Schr Major, Thompson, Port Townsend

CLEARED,

Jan 21 -Stmr Enterprise, Swanson, New Westminster
Slp Lady Franklin, Pritchard . San Juan

Slp Harriett, McKenzie, San Juan

Slp Forest, Bradley, San Juan

January 22— tmr kliza Anderson, Finch, Pt Townsend
Jan. 23—s¢h Black Diamond, McCulloch, Nanaimo
Stmr Josie McNear, Berry, Port Townsend

Jan 24—Stmr Emily Harris, Frain, Nanaimo

Stmr vViana, Wright, San Juan

Schr Kliga, Middleton, ksquimalt

Jan 25—sch Thorndyke, Thornton, San Juan

Slp Harriett, McKenzie, San Juan

Jan 26—8chr Eliza, Middleton, Esquimait

Schr Discovery, Rudlin, Burrard In'et

PASSENGERS,

Per stmr JOSIE McNEAR, from Puget Sound—General
McKinney (Superictendent Indian Affairs, W, T.,) George
Doan, J Ferguson, pMiss McCuen, D Hinds, J Robinson, M
Gritiin, M D Pollock, H Theducon, F Cammell, and one
klootchman,

Per stur ELIZA ANDERSON, from Puget Sound—
Fletcher, Langston, Russel, Bargell, Kowler, McLean,
White, Hilton, Klcotchman, Storming, Smith, Robinsen,
Grady, Mr Tires, Morrison, Horton.

CONSIGNEES.
Per stmr JOSIE McNEAR, from Puget Sound—Hutchi-

now lying in Victoria barbor, and the steam son & Co, Reynolds & Co, G D Clark & Co, Carson & Co,
vessel built in connection with it? Do you |Suliivan, Pixley.

Per stmr ELIZA ANDERSON from Puget Sound-
Wren, Order, Brodrick.

IMPORTS
Per JOSIE McNEAR, from Puget Sound..14 hd cattle, 6

stituted in England at the request of the |sheep,5 cattle, 7 cattie,10 cattie, 54 sheep, 1 bdl furs, a
lot of household furniture, ete.

Per stir ELIZA ANDEKSON from Puget Sound—3

by directions from the Lords of Her Majes- |sheep, 7 cattle, 16 hogs, 50 doz eggs.

ty’s Treasury. I must further await a decis«
iou as to the disposal of the public officers
who conduct the department, -selected at

DIED.

In this C'ty, at the Royal Hospital, on the 25th inst,

home, and proceeding to the Colony on the |from the effects of a gun-shot wound, received at Comox,

faith of permanent employment.
always admirably conducted the business ol
the office, [ cannot imagine that they will be
losers by any opioion you may express.
Great as is the present temporary financial
embarrassment, justice requires the abolition
ot some of the taxation stll existing in the
late Colony of Vancouver Island. The Real
Estate Tax mnst be repealed, and the whole
taxation assimilated throughout the Colony.
Bills having these objects in view shall be
laid before you early in the session.
Customs Acts require consideration. A bill
to amend it shall be laid before you. -Such

H a short timesince, Henry Harrop, a native of England,
Havmg aged 29 years. 3

PICKLES, SAUCES, JAMS
&c.s &c..
(Free from Adulteration.)
Manufactured by

ROSS# ¥+ BLACKWELL,
PURVEYO"S. TOTHE QUEEN,

The | SO O &G, TARE, LONDON

ROSSE & BLACKWELL'S VARI 0US
* first-class Mart “ictures are gbtainable from

are the. principal measures which the G v-|every dealerin the Colony. Purchasers shoulg
ernment proposes to introduce during the|insiston havingC. & B.’s goods when they as

present session. b
I feel that I have called you together some

for them, as itis notatall unnsua.l fm:inferiorpn-
parations to be substituted. Their Pickles are all

repared in Pure Malt Vinegar, and are precisely

what late in the season, and as there are many | gimilarin quality to those supplied by them for
matters of vital importance to be dealt with, |use at

I will not impede your progress by any
measures which can be deferred. The
standing orders, however, provide for the

Council who may be desirous of doing so.

of the selection made for the seat of Gov-
a few hours of meeting you,
formed that the question creates an amount

which appears to me a sign of great loeal

Her Majesty’s Table.

C. & B.invite attention to thefollowiug—Pick:

initiati i les, Tart Fruits, Sauccs of all kinds, Jams, Pot

initiativn of bills by any member  of: the Me’ats, Durham Mustard. Orangs/Matuisiads,
Essence of Coffee, Calf’s Foot, and other Table
. Ishall address you by message on the 8uD- | Jellpes, Pure Mushroom Catsup, and numerous
ject of Education, and a few other topics of | other articles, all of which are of the highest
importance duriog the course of the session. |guality,and areprepared with the most complete

i attention to Purity 'and Wholesomeness. Their
One of these will probably be as to-the caunse Salad Oflis the finsstimported.

C. & B, are Agents for LEA & PERRINS;

ernment of the United Coloni’. Up to within | cELEBRATED WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE
had not the in~ Custair’s.?irhnpgei Peelt’_s Slaauce. s( goyg;:

i i i in- Relish an romatic Mustard, Pay:
tention of touching upon it, but'as I amin %:)uyc:ls’Osb;rne Baace anll- Oniiains IWRite

i i C Powder and Paste, sl
of interest which I cannot comprehend, but %&fﬁ?,}t:’:ﬁ"l?ﬂ“‘:t’ ’

fe2bwy ly

depression, I shall address you on thesub-
ject by message,

And now before leaving you let me ex-
press my confidence that better days are!ye
in store for us. The heavy clond of adversity
which hangs over the south lightens as we
proceed northward, and no wioter has yet
seen & more numerous and contented mining

DRUGS,

Surgical Instroments,

&C.

Pharmaceutical Prepamﬁ(ms,-
Photograpaic Sundries,
Patent Medicines,

¢ cEthEs 5 Drysalteries
opulation than that which is now workin
gnpour gold creeks. . Perfomery, Dye Goods,
I shall watch with much interest your pro~ Drugs,, Colors,
ceedings in this sessisn I open to-day. Paints, Lozenges,
Grave and important duties are confided to} Glass W Chemicals,
our hands, and I firmly believe that they will L Bl ilmen’s Stores
be fairly dealt witbh. Medicine Chests, e

may rest upon the efforts we are abcaf to

sent territory he has, temporarily confided to

liberation. %
His Excellency bere withdrew.

Council Proceedings, ' .
Colonial . Secretary:. Birch presiding, |- A

Trustiog that the blessing of the Almighty |Storekeepers’ Sundries,

%
LY

Vetermary Sunduies

make to promote the weltfare of the mag ifj | Thirty thousand prices of the abuve forwarded, freo of

charge; monthly, by

our’ charge, 1 now lgave:y‘ou to yogr"{dp— BURGOY"Eu BHRBRIDGES&SOUWE

_ 16, Coleman. Street, London.

. MUNICIPAL NOTICE, A
ot'ge. ggoréle?n‘egno?ﬁ?ﬁug;:ﬂggvzlw for

: s ising & Municipal-Rev: ia. suspended until furthef
committee of eight was named . to frame a |motice. sy .

January 10, 1867, < ¢ Jal9 1w

i Holder & Hart,.

YOL. s,
e

‘WEEKLY BRITISH

PUBLISHED EVERY TU

HIGGINS, LONG

TERMS =
Per Annum, in adVance...e.cv.seens vee
¥or 8ix Months .
For'Three MODthS....ecveeeeeren s anernerene
Per Week.
PAYABLE INVARIABLY IN
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