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CHAPTER V1.

8ir Fulke was delighted.

“That is just the opportunity I
want,” he said. “I shall be able to
say moré to her in my own hotise thin
I bhave ever said in hers.”

Lady Clyffarde, not having the
faintest idea of any rivalry between
her son and John Bardonfi had in-
vited the millionaire and his family.
Mrs. Moira had expressed a wish to

.Bee the Bardons; and with a resigned
‘ wish, Lady ' Clyffarde  thought that

they would pass in the crowd. She
had Httle ideaiof the antagonistic ele-
ments that sheiwas bringing together.
She saw at once, when her son exam-
ifed the list of imvitations, that she
had done wrong. Sir Fulke Was
never ill-tempered, never irtritable,
but there was a shadow on his hand-
some face as he read the names.

“My dearest mother, why have you
\Avited the Bardons? Your party
will be spoiled.”

“Mrs. Moira wished to see them,
Fulke; and I had no idea that you
would like it.”

“Like it! Hew ¢an any one tolerate
them? Miss Bardon may pass; but
the son=—John Bardon, more espédifly
since he joined the yeomanry-—is ia-
tolerable!”

“You can keep out of his way. The
grounds are large; and when you
have spoken to him once; nothing
further will be required. I should not
have done it had I thought it would
annoy you.”

With his usual caressing mannéf,
he kissed his mother.

“I am not annoyed—you eobuld
never annoy me. My dear mother, I
d6 not like the people—that is all.
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hlmself *that he 18 !ntrudlng. He

thére was *nothing to indicate that’ he
considered himself @e trop. But in
John Bardon’s heart there was a fierce
deternination not to retire. .Because
Clyffe Hall wag his, did Sir Fulke
think he eould monopolizée Lady Iris?
It ‘Was not even etiguette for the host
to monopolize the chief giest. After
all, some of these aristocrats .were
very ill-mannered.. The three walkéd

‘| on together, John Bardon talking

Of course, as your guests, I will be
most attemntive to them.”

The grounds at OClyffe were éexten-
sive and magnificently laid o6ut, and
they had never looked more beauti-
ful than on the day of the garden-
party. Lady Olyffarde had provided a
fine band of musié¢, and nature had
put on her daintiest and freshest garh.
The earl with his daughter, was
amohgst the early arrivals. Lady
Iris looked very beautiful in a dress
of palest pink, cembined with white
and trimmed with hawthorn—a eéost-
ume at oncé artistic and elegaiit, no
jewels marrifig its simplicity.

Sir Fulke was more charmed than
ever. He said to himself that esach
time he saw her she looked more
beautiful; and his heaft went out to
her. It seemed to him that ih her
fair presemce all Hhis faults shrunk
away afnd a Hoble soul was given to
him. She seemed to oall ‘inty Hetive
existéfice all that was best within
him,

“Y shall have a few hours of almost
peérfect happiness,” he thought.

earnestly, hdv'iﬂg for the firast "time
found voice in Lady Iris’s présence.
He' talkéed well, too, and the young
girl was interested; while Sir Fulke
was full of impatiénce. s

“When will ‘he go?\ How much
longer will he stay? My patience is
nearly ended,” he said to himsélf.

At last Bir Fulke stopped, and with
the utmost, deferenge ~ and courtesy
raised his hat to John Bardon/

“Mr. Bardon will excuse us noéw, I
am siure, Lady Iris, when he knows
that I have promised to show you
round the gardens.”

There was nothing for it but to stop,
and John Barfdon did so, his face
white ., with suppressed rage. *

“Am I intruding; Lady Iris?”’ he
asked; ‘quickly. “If so; T' have erred
unconseiously.”
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Thetrs was something almost timid|’

in handsome Sir Fulke’'s manneéd
when he went to meet her.

“Clyffe has put on its fairest colors
to greet you, Lady\ Iris,” he said—
“éverything that is brightest and
sweetéest in nattire has Sprusg up ap-
pareéntly to weéléome you. You will be
kind to'me to-day, Lady Iris, and give
me the pleasure of showing you the
grounds ?”

The emotion in. his voice touched
her a littls.

“If it will afford You any gfatifiea-
tion, Sir Fulke, I shall be delighted to
80 oOVér them,” 8hé respoinded grac-
iously.

But it was not so é48y to monopol-
ize the queen of the fete as it seémed
to be. Every one wanted to see Lady
Iris. - The gentiemen gathered round
her, and Sir Fulke found that he was
mistaken; that he was likely to seo

less of her at Clyffe than he had seen

ot her at Ohandos.

There Wwas some little commotion
on the lawn; and Sir Fulké féit &n-
noyed when he fouhd that it was
causéd by the afrival of the millious
aire and his family.
that & crisis had coffle whén hé Eaw
John Bardon looking round a8
thotigh in Beatth of some one, and
then, when he disdovered where Lady
Itis was standing, inmntly cross tna
lawn to join her.

“I am sufe, Lady Iris, you d6 not
éare to bé bored by tm- man, safd 8i¢
Fulke hastily.

“What man? asked Lady trls, who
had not noticed the tecent arrivals.

“Johs Barden. He {s walking wp
to you just as though hé had donie
right t0 Speak to you.”

“He has the same right as évery
one else,” she answered ecoldly, and
the fext aomnt Joku Bardon vu
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