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CHAPTER XIII."

A WAGER—IN WRITING.

Morgan nodded, and the placid 
Mr. Normanby stretched across his 
chair and drew a paper from an 
escritoire which stood open at his 
side.

“Here is a properly stamped paper, 
and I will write on it these words:

“ T Morgan Verner, son of John 
Verner, Esquire, of the Grange, Reave 
Hollow, Wrenstead, promise to pay 
Julian Normanby the sum of five 
thousand pounds on the day of my 
marriage with Olive Seymour, of 
Bingleigh Hall.’ ’’

Morgan stared. “That isn’t bet,’’ 
he said. “You haven't stated your 
side of the wager."

"No; on consideration," said Mr. 
Normanby, “I think it would be better 
taste to put it in this way; it seems 
to me bad form to bet about a lady.”

“As you like," said Morgan, nod
ding eagerly. “I see you have some 
deep move on hand"; and though I 
can’t see what, I know now that you 
are uead on my marrying Olive, and 
v, ill help me, for the best of all reas
ons-—-’’

“Self-interest," said Mr. Normanby. 
“Allow me to hand you a pen."

Morgan, afte ra moment’s hesitation 
signed the paper.

“There,” he said, with a long 
breath, "and now show me your 
move, Nor."

“Really, I don’t understand," said 
y Normanby, raising his eyebrows. 
..love! I have none! But if you ask 

my advice, my dear Morgan, it is this: 
V.'ait patiently till you get instruc
tions from your father, and, pray 
pardon me—don’t drink quite so 
much brandy.”

Morgan rose, half puzzled, half 
angry.

“You’re a mystery," he said ; “I 
shan’t get anything from you it I stay 
all day, I see; but, mind you, I stick 
to my word.” He nodded emphatic 
; ly as he opened the door.

“Your word," smiled Mr. Norman 
by, as the door closed, “I have your 
bond—my dear cur—your . bond! 
With a little nod of satisfaction, he 
placed the paper among others in a 
fancjful cabinet, which, for all its 
delicate ornamentation, was of iron, 
r:id fire and burglar proof.

In another minute a knock was 
1 card, and a servant announced: • 

“Mr. John Verner."
Mr. Normanby advanced with 8 

mile to greet his visitor.

“You wanted to see me, Mr. Nor 
i ianhy,” said John Verner, grimly, 
on a matt»- of business?"

"Exactly," said Mr. Normanby; and 
s he sank into his chair, a peculiar 
mile flitted over his handsome face. 
I have ventured to ask for an inter

view, beCjpuse I want a little advice, 
Mr. Verner, I am a poor man, but I 
have managed to save a few hundred, 
and I should be grateful If you could 
tell me of a safe investment."

“Investment?" said John Verner, 
his manner changing. “My dear sir, 
o such a question, addressed to me, 

. où can expect only one answer. You 

. annot do bettor than invest what 
money you have in the shares of the 
Great Eastern Banking Company, of 
which I am a director."
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“Is it quite sate?" said Mr. Nor
manby.

“Safe!” exclaimed Verner, glanc
ing at Normanby from under his 
brows. “I can only say that I have 
placed a large sum in the concern, 
Mr. Normanby, a very large sum."

"Thank you,1’ said Mr. Normanby; 
“Uiat being the case, I shall take the 
opportunity of running into the city 
and investing my money as, you sug
gest. And now, Mr. Verner, a little 
word of advice. I am not a business 
mail, and so you will forgive me if I 
go at the matter abruptly. My dear 
f. lend, Morgan, your excellent and 
worthy son, owes me several hundred 
pounds.”

John Verner frowned.
“I trust, sir, that you were not im

prudent enough to advance the money- 
in the hope that I should repay it-—if 
so, you were grossly misled. I----

"Oh, no,” said Mr. Normanby sweet
ly. "Of course, you would not. No, 
I rest my hopes of payment on a 
firmer basis------ ”

“And that may be what, may I 
ask?" said John Verner sternly, and 
v.-ith an angry frown. “My death, I 
presume !"

“No, nothing so painful to the feel
ings of all concerned!" replied Mr: 
Normanby. "On the marriage of your 
son to Miss Olive Seymouf, of Bing
leigh Hall."

John Verner started and half rose, 
l lien he sank down again and smiled 
faintly,

"A remote possibility, I fear,"'.he 
raid.

“A 'fair probability and hope," re
torted Mr. Normanby. “And I am so 
interested that I am anxious to give 
(he oracles my assistance."

"You! How?" began Verner.
Mr. Normanby smiled, and, glanc

ing up, looked full fnto the steely 
eyes of his companion.

“How soon do you mean to ruin Sir 
Edwin. Seymour?"

This question, put with' a calm, not 
to say pleasant, smile, literally stag
gered John Verner.

“Is tills a jest, sir?" he stammered.
Normanby shook his head.
“I never jest on soleipin subjects, 

Mr. Verner," he said, with amiable 
emphasis.

“Then I don’t Understand the signi
ficance of your strange question!" 
said John Verner.

"Pray let me hasten to explain,’1 
said Normanby. “You See, Mr. Ver
ner, I am placed in the painful posi
tion of a man who finds out a secret 
without wishing to do so—your se
cret------”

“I have no secret, sir!" interrupted 
John Verner, making an1 effort to re
cover his self-possession and carry 
the position.

Yes," said Mr. Normanby. “We all 
have a secret, and yours Is not an un 
c ommon one. You are poor—miser 
ably poor—dangerously poor!"

He paused a moment, and observed 
with a curious sense of surprise, that 
John Verner seemed almost relieved

“It is you who are laboring under 
delusion,” he said, “and one which I 
iiave no desire to dispel."

“Yes—exactly," said Mr. Normanby. 
“Let us take for granted that I am 
deluded. But, pray allow me to con 
tinue. You are poor, and you would 
he rich; therefore, for some years 
past you have been a speculator 
shall I say, a .gambler? You have 
lost—let me see------ ” He slowly
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drew some notes from his pocket and 
referred to them—“you lost last year 
forty thousand pounds; the year be
fore, thirty, and this year you-----

John Verner half rose, and this time 
A"r. Normanby saw that he had hit 
the mark; Verner’s face was positive 
ly colorless.

“This year—well, you may win or 
lose—and, strange to say, the balance 
lies in my mands. Singular, is It 
not? You are a clever man, Mr.'Ver
ner; and but for this passion for 
gambling which seems to have seized 
you, I should look up to you with 
profound respect. From Paris you re
turn to England, to find your estate 
dilapidated and your coffers empty, 
and you look round tor some means 
of repairing your fortunes. You 
think you find those means in Sir Ed
win Seymour and his daughter Olive.” 

"This (s an extravagant fancy of
yours------” began Verner, passing his
hand across his forehead.

The other stopped him with a quiet 
movement of his hand.

“Sir Edwin is rich, and knows little

c_" the world. The richer a man is, the 
more money he wishes to make. You 
tempt Sir Edwin, and at last succeed 
i:i getting him to make the first plunge 
i: to the waters of speculation. So 
far, so good. Now for the daughter. 
You have a son—a promising young 
gentleman;"why not marry him to the 
heiress of Bingleigh? You decide 
that it shall be so. But how?"

He paused’and looked across, with 
a disagreeable smile, at Verner, who 
v as sitting motionless, his eyes fixed 
r i Normanby, with a fascinated gaze.

“Now it happens that, altogether ad
mirable as our friend Morgan is, the 
young lady unwisely refuses to be 
charmed, and, instead of winning her 
heart, the son positively wins her 
contempt!" Normanby went on in a 
hardi sneering voice. "Olive Sey
mour will not smile upon Morgan Ver- 
l er; and, most awkward for all your 
pretty plans, the young gentleman 
1 lunders most miserably in prosecu
ting a favorite dependent of hers— 
and gets still further into her black 
hooks! I refer, of course, to the dis
agreeable affair of Reuben. - Yes, 
Morgan tails utterly, but you do not 
despair, and you resolve to win the 
young lady for him, as he cannot win 
her for himself. Y’ou devise an ex
cellent scheme. Sir Edwin has al
ready taken the first plunge, has won 
n little money, and—like most weak 
find amiable men—thirsts for more. 
You show him the way. By the aid 
of money, raised—I must confess, I 
do not know how you succeed in float
ing a grand company. Sir Edwin is 
only too delighted to become a direct
or, and to invest a large sum in the 
concern. Now—that is all very fair 
and fine; but the Grand Iron Com
pany is a bubble!—a bubble which 
you can burst at any moment—and 

■when the moment comes, you will 
burst It!”

John Verner bit his lip, and smiled 
in a ghastly way.

“And ruin myself?" he asked 
hoarsely.

“No!” said Normanby; “for, when 
the fatal moment arrives, you will 
have sold out; but you will have omit
ted to warn Sir Edwin, who will not
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only lose a large sum of money, but 
will be liable for’ a still larger one 
Yes, ruin will stare the worthy bar 
onet in the face, and he will he com 
pelled to set about mortgaging his 
estate; then, what is your next 
move?"

He paused, and John Verner stared 
at him in silence.

"You don't quite knowr, perhaps. It 
is likely that I may be able to help 
you. Listen! When things have ar
rived at that stage, you go to him and 
say, with noble generosity, that you 
will advance the money; and when 
the mortgage deeds are drawn up,
you", with a magnificent speech------"

Mr. Normanby stopped and smiled 
curiously.

“No, on second thoughts, I will not 
proceed. I will not show you how to 
play your hand until we have decid
ed, in a friendly way, whether I am 
to spoil your game, or to stand at 
your elbow and help you."

John Verner essayed to speak; but 
Normanby continued airily:

(To be Continued.)
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Jerusalem's Capture.

MIKAKD’3 LIN MENT
DIPHTHKU.
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Boston Globe: To-day the Crusa
der’s zarmctr is a uniform of khaki. 
His crossbow and catapult, his spear 
and battleaxe- are rifle, cannon, rail
way and airplane. Once more, after 
the lapse of seven centuries since Ed
ward I., the last of the Crusaders, fac
ed toward Jerusalem, the British have 
besieged, and, this time, taken it. To 
the Christian this triumph over the 
Moslem comes as to him who long ago 
suffered and struggled for an ideal 
only to realise centuries later in the 
moment 'of success that he has out
grown it in the discipline of the 
suffering and struggle. For Jerusa
lem, the place for which the Jews

have lamented all these centuries, has 
become- a greater than mortal city. 
Ages of story and song, of longing 
and exile hqve glorified .it. The whole 
literature, poetry, thought, music and 
art of the Western world rings with 
that sacred name: Chaucer, Tasso, the 
Arthurian romances, the tales of chiv-. 
airy, folksong! hymnology, legend, the 
political systems of great democracies, 
the dreams of Utopian reformers. The 
mighty wings of Zion beat in the ver
ses of the medieval mystics as the 
harps of Zion resound in the orches
tral tumult of Wagner’s ‘Parsifal.’’ 
Go where we will, on the immeasur
able steppes of Rurfsia, where the lone, 
brodlng thought of Tolstoy met the 
spirit of Nazarene, or in the bleak 
forest wilds of New England, where

the Puritan refugees founded a Bible 
Commonwealth, the Holy City of the 
prophets and seers has been before 
us lifting men's eyes to the vision and 
the gleam.

Cold Cause Headache and Grip.
LAXATIVE BROMO QUININE re
moves the cause. There is only one 
“Bromo Quinine." E. W. GROVE’S 
signature is on Sox. 30. th.

Muffins made from the' boiled rice 
left from dinner are delicious.

Brown bread and baked beans with 
chili sauce make a good sandwich.

The best cook in the world cann« 
do much with third-class materials '
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