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Eloquence or Rant?
Yesterday afternoon the 
House was prorogued un­
til next Thursday. There 
was no reason for the 
proceeding, no shadow of 

justification; the sole purpose of it 
was to give the Government time to 
carry out a trick, a gross abuse of 
parliamentary privilege, which would 
enable it to impose its arbitrary will 
upon the country. We shall have 
more to say upon that subject in the 
proper place. A present subject is 
furnished ns by the extraordinary 
speech which the Premier saw fit to 
deliver before the House retired. We 
observe that this fine piece of rhetoric 
has called forth the usual unctuous 
encomiums of the News. The Tele­
gram at least is no sycophant, and we 
shall give the speech the notice it not 
merely deserves but demands. So far 
from finding in it a single sentence to 
admire, we see in the whole composi­
tion a plain a tempt to create a bitter 
class feeling, an appeal to the worst 
and basest emotions, a playing to a 
gallery which does not exist, a cheap 
electioneering rodomontade. The 
speaker has not scrupled to use the 
most sacred associations of this ter­
rible time, the bitter sacrifices shared 
by all classes and all sections of the 
country, to pit one of them against 
the rest. Beaten in a fair fight, he 
cannot take his beating. By a clumsy 
device, familiar in German politics, he 
will endeavour to turn it into a vic­
tory. Spoken from the footlights of a 
lurid melodrama, the speech would 
have been merely amusing : we could 
not believe it was delivered by the 
Prime Minister of a British Colony if 
we did not have it in cold print before 
our eyes.

Naturally, little reference is made to 
the real cause of it all, the Profits 
Tax : advocates do not linger over the 
weakest point of their case. There is 
merely the assertion that “no fairer 
tax was ever conceived or proposed." 
Of course not! It is a mere trifle that 
it omits the one provision common to 
every foreign act of the same nature. 
It is a greater trifle that by it a busi­
ness man making $4,000, which may 
not be enough to ward off bankruptcy, 
must pay $200, while a lawyer making 
$8,000 and risking no capital at all 
pays nothing. The quintessence of 
fairness! There is a short allusion to 
the constitutional position, containing 
terrible threats. We shall inform our 
readers upon that point also in the 
proper place, and our information will 
differ from the Premier's sweeping 
statements merely because they will 
be the simple truth. Great emphasis 
is laid upon the “safety and independ­
ence of the constitutional principles 
upon which representation is based.” 
We were under the impression that 
one of the first of these principles was 
the representation of the minority in 
the Commons, giving it a voice. Who 
elected the F. P. U. and Liberal mem­
bers of the House and for what pur­
pose? Was it to form this unholy al­
liance of the two parties, mixing as 
easily as oil and water? Reference to 
the columns of the Advocate up to the 
date of the corrupt deal will supply a 
sufficient answer. The course of the 
session just closed is eloquent testi­
mony of the way in which the people 
of the country are “represented.”

But the most contemptible feature 
of the speech is the general tone of 
it, expressed in some sentences which 
we shall quote. It appears that the 
action of the Council was unpatrio­
tic in the last degree. We are sensible 
of the cause which members of the 
House of the Assembly have to prate 
of patriotism. We know what they 
have given and what they have done. 
Not one of them opened his lips, un­
less in incidental reference, to speak 
of the Regiment during the whole 
session ; they now speak of it inces­
santly. We know ourselves what the 
hoys at the front want. They want to 
do their duty, and if they fall doing it 
to have their places filled. Whose 
duty is it to fill them if not the Gov­
ernment's? What have the Govern­
ment done? How many of them, so 
far from compelling the slackers to 
do; their duty, have had the courage 
to go to their districts and ASK them 
to come forward? Let these men 
prattle about patriotism when they 
show a single spark of it themselves. 
If the country wants nvutov let them 
begin now, in the fourth year of the 
war, by contributing some of it 
themselves. Let them mouth *•'»tru­
ism when their combined offerings in 
men, money and Iabo" amount to one 
tithe of those given hv three mer­
chants that we could name. Let them 
sneak then if they will, and mean­
time, out of ordinary self-respect, 
keep silence.

The Premier asks, “Is one section 
ot the country to do all and sacrifice 
all whilst the other stands idly by, 
fattening on the misfortunes of their 
neighbours, growing rich by profiteer­
ing, and in a position to avail of the 
certain profits born of the war?” In 
this utterly despicable sentence the 
issue which the Premier wishes, is 
fairly joined. Will Sir Edward Mor­
ris have the goodness to inform us 
which one section of the country has 
done all and sacrificed all? Will he 
indicate which one has stood idly by? 
He knows himself the utter falsity, 
the contemptible hypocrisy, the vote- 
catching purpose of the insinuations 
he makes. Like any ranting Ther- 
sites he makes war upon one class, 
the merchants—the class which tow­
ers head and shoulders above all the 
rest together in the total of the coun­
try’s etfort in the war. What would 
that effort be worth without the part 
which it has contributed? Three- 
quarters of it would disappear. How 
many men would the Regiment have 
boasted? And as to that, let it never 
be forgotten that the voluntary offer­
ing and sacrifice of the soldier and 
sailor is a thing apart, the honour 
and credit of the individual and of no 
class. Where would the Patriotic 
Fund be, the Red Cross Fund, the 
aeroplane Fund, any of the other 
funds which have established a name 
for Newfoundland generosity, without 
the contributions of the “unpatriotic” 
merchants? What portion of the 
work of the Patriotic Association and 
its many Committees consists of the 
ungrudging labor of the merchants?

We will pursue no further a subject 
distasteful to the most ordinary deli­
cacy. We ask our readers to bear in 
mind that we do not create this con­
temptible distinction of classes. It is 
the Government that have done that. 
We would not stoop so low. If the 
cowardly and baseless attacks upon 
a few worthy and respected gentle­
men continue, we shall do our best 
to defend them ; when the time comes 
for action, as come it will, it will be 
for them to act. The Premier speaks 
menacingly of the ultimate outcome 
of it all. He will have reason to re­
member his own words. For the pre­
sent he should have the grace to be 
ashamed of a speech, delivered from 
the most responsible post in the coun­
try, which the most rabid and pur­
blind socialist would have hesitated 
to utter.

Supreme Court
on Circuit.

The Supreme Court on Circuit left 
by to-day’s express for Bay of Islands, 
whence they will proceed to Bonne 
Bay on the s.s. Fiona. Mr. Justice 
Kent will be the presiding judge and 
the circuit is expected to reach Pla­
centia on or about September the 1st 
where the Court will hold its final 
session. Accompanying the judge will 
be the officials of the Court, Mr. W. 
J. Carroll, Sheriff; Mr. Simon Butler, 
Clerk ; Mr. Fred Emerson, Official Re­
porter; Mr. John Cahill, Crier. Mes­
srs. C. E. Hunt, L. E. Emerson and 
Leo Carter represent the bar; Mr. 
Hunt will be Crown prosecutor. Mr. 
W. J. Higgins will connect with the 
circuit at St. George’s. A number of 
criminal cases in addition to the usu­
al civil matters are to be disposed of.

Reid’s Boats.

Our Baseball Column,
PLAGIARISED AND OTHERWISE.

TO-NIGHT’S GAME. 
To-night's baseball game between 

the Wanderers and Cubs is the cause 
of much excitement among the fans, 
as the relative position, of both will 
be greatly affected by the outcome. 
As it stands at present the Cubs, 
Wanderers and Reel Lidns are ties in 
points, with the B.I.S. slightly lead­
ing, so that tc-night's winners will be 
in the race for the pennant. Ted 
Berteau has developed into a twirler, 
having a very fast ball with a vic­
ious break, and will be used as an 
assist to Punky Brown. Despite his 
strenuous efforts in Tuesday night’s 
clash, Hall is in fine fettle and is con­
fident of victory. Chief Chesman will 
be in charge, with Mr. Outerbrldge 
scoring.

THE LINE UPS.
The following will probably be to­

night’s line up:
Wanderers Uubs

Pitcher
Brown .. ............................ Hall

Catcher
Ford....................  Clouston

lb.
Hartnett................................St. John

2b.
O’Flaherty .. ....................... Duggan

3b.
Britt.......................................... Canning

s.s.
Macleod..................................... Murphy

r.f.
Dobbin .. .................................... Simms

c.f.
Brien.................................... Channing

l.f.
Jerrett .. .. ........................ F. Phelan

STANDING OF THE TEAMS.
P. W. L. P.C.

B.I.S. .......................... 4 3 1 .750
Wanderers.................4 2 2 .500
Cubs............................4 2 2 .500
Red Lions.................4 2 2 .500

CORRECTION.
We beg leave to hedge on our

statement yesterday that Carew hung 
up a new record for the St. John’s 
League when he blanked the Cubs. 
Our memory should have told us that 
in 1915 Bill Cooney held the B.I.S. 
hitless by a score of 19 to 0.

BATTING AVERAGES.
! We will publish in Saturday’s col­
umn the revised list of batting aver­
ages, showing the standing of the 
players up to and including to-night’s 
Cubs-Wanderers game.

YOU SAID IT, BO!
Having viewed the recent work of 

the Irishmen, we refuse to be startled 
any more. It wouldn't cause us the 

, slightest surprise if Uruguay rose 
| up and beat the world.

THE ANCIENT EXCUSE.
(Cubs declare that their team are 

victims of rotten umpiring.)
When the mighty Julius Caesar 
Got that wallop on the breezer- 
He was quoted in the Roman Daily 

News:
"I was jobbed as sure as shooting,
"I would never get that booting 
“If the umpires hadn’t tram'd to have 

me lose!”

When the shifty boy named Abel 
Hit the operating table 
After flopping from his brother’s nifty 

clout,
He declared with some derision 
"That was sure a bum decision : 
“Why, the umpire had no right to call 

me out.”

When Napoleon, with a shiver, 
Turned around and cranked his flivver 
And he turned bis bus away from 

Waterloo,
As the little auto sputtered 

, On his way Napoleon muttered 
j -It was due to rotten umpires that I 

blew!”

j it’s the howl of all the ages 
And a blot on history’s pages,

! And there isn’t any outrage you can 
j name
From the poor old world's beginning, 
If you search through every inning, 

i Where the umpire dosn't shoulder all 
I the blame.

War and the
Pleasure Car.

The Argyle left Lamaline at 4 p.m. j 
yesterday.

The Clyde left Horwood early yes­
terday morning.

The Dundee not reported since 
leaving Wesley ville on Aug. 7th.

The Ethie left Ilumbermouth at 5 
p.m. yesterday.

The Glencoe left Hermitage Cove 
at 1.45 p.m. yesterday.

The Home left Nipper’s Hr. at 1.35 
a.m. yesterday.

The Wren arrived at Clarenville at 
2.45 p.m. yesterday.

The Thetis at St. John’s.

Here and There.
WEATHER REPORT__The wea­

ther across country is calm and fine; 
temperature 42 to 66 above.

Turkeys, Ducks and Chicken 
at ELLIS’.

BACK FROM LABRADOR. — The
schr. S. Pankhurst has arrived at 
Greenspond from the Labrador with 
800 qtls. of fish.

BOWRING’S SHIPS__The Prospère
left St. Anthony to-day, coming South. 
The Portia left Curling at 1 p.m. yes­
terday, due here Sunday next.

Fresh Smoked Haddies, 12c. 
per lb., at ELLIS’S.
Special to Evening Telegram.

CAPE RACE, To-day. 
Wind W.S.W., light, weather fine. 

Bar. 29.75; Ther. 68.
LEFT FOR HOME.—Mr. J. J. Nor­

ris, of Three Arms, N.D.B., whp has 
been in town on business for some 
time left for home by to-day’s express.

TRAIN MOVEMENTS. —Tuesday’s 
outgoing express reached Port aux 
Basques at 7.65 p.m. yesterday. The 
incoming express is due at 3.30 p.m. 
tc-day.

The 3rd Prize of $10.00 for 
Stafford’s Lucky Number Com­
petition was won by Mrs. Par­
sons, 96 Springdale St. Lucky 
number was 1556.—aug3,tf

FOR THE LABRADOR^- The S. S. 
Thetis will leave the dry dock wharf 
at 2 p.m. to-morrow for the Labrador 
Mail Service taking a full cargo of 
fishery supplies. '

NO LONGER AN EYESORE.—What 
for years has been a public eyesore 
and danger to pedestrians is at last 
being remedied, for the Municipal 
Board has decided to mend the broken 
sidewalk 6n Water Street in front of 
the premises of Councillor Brown- 
rigg. If the history of this broken 
sidewalk were written it would reveal 
a long line of bruised and battered 
noses not to speak of several chapters 
of expletives.

(From the New York Tribune.)
Gasolene is one of the necessaries 

of war. Yet no one would think it 
was, witnessing from day to day its 
lavish use in our streets and highways 
as an instrument of personal luxury. 
There has been no appreciable dim­
inution since war was declared of 
pleasure or other needless riding in 
automobiles. That is one of the first 
signs of the non-existence here of war 
conditions and a war consciousness 
which strike the eye of every visitor 
from Europe. The Advisory Commis­
sion of the Council of National De­
fence has just warned the country that 
our present gasolene stocks are in­
adequate. We are using 35,000 bar­
rels of crude oil in excess of our pro­
duction. The consumption of oil for 
military purposes is going to increase 
amazingly. Therefore, even if we 
speed up our production, we shall 
have to cut down our oil consumption 
for non-military purposes. It is not 
the “joy-rider” alone to whom the Gov­
ernment's warning is directed. "Joy 
riding” is nearly as much of an abom­
ination in peace time as it is in war 
time. But there are thousands of 
other users of gasolene who are in­
dulging in pleasure excursions and 
other form of ordinarily harmless 
but now wasteful travel. It should 
be made a case of conscience with 
each of these whether the travel is 
justified under existing conditions. 
From every street news stand war 
scare heads clamor at the passerby. 
But once he turns his gaze from the 
sidewalk and watches the endless pro­
cession of pleasure vehicles, most of 
them on superfluous service, all sense 
of the reality of the war which we 
are engaged in fades away. The hab­
it of unnecessary travel is necessarily 
hard to overcome. There has been an 
orgy of it for several years past. New 
York at night, and far into the night, 
is a panorama of speeding pleasure 
vehicles—nearly every one repre­
senting in its operation an unproduc­
tive expenditure. We cannot hope to 
overcome this habit of waste in 24 
hours. But we can gradually break 
its hold. We are teaching ourselves 
to save food because our allies need 
it. Food saving may eventually re­
present a genuine sacrifice on the 
altar of patriotism. Saving gasolene 
will hardly involve personal harship 
to anyone. Yet at the cost of the 
slight inconvenience involved in sav­
ing it we may cotribute materially to 
win the war.

Scholarship tor 
Bishop Feild College.

$5,000 Presented by the Will of T. R.
Job, Esq.

Education in general, and Bishop 
Feild College in particular, benefit by 
the generosity of the late T. R. Job, 
Esq., who died recently in England 

| and by whose will the sum of $5,000 is 
I left to the school for the purpose of 
i providing a scholarship. We under­
stand that the conditions of the schol­
arship will be entirely in the discre­
tion of the directors. The stimulus 
and encouragement of the munificent 
gift will be a splendid assistance to 
the College, whose sons have played 
so striking a part in the war. and en­
able it to maintain its high standard. 
The anonuncement follows at a short 
Interval the gift by Mr. R, B. Job of 
his residence “Exon” to the C. E. Or­
phans and is further proof ot the gen­
erosity of the Job family.

Here and There.
BAD LANGUAGE CASE.—A woman 

of Broad Cove had a man of that 
place before court to-day for using 
bad language towards her. He was 
fined $5 and ordered to give bonds as 
a guarantee that he would clean his 
tongue.

GARDEN PARTY in aid of 
St. Joseph’s Chapel, to be held 
at the Queen’s Battery, Signal 
Hill, August 15th. Come and 
enjoy the fresh breeze.—au9,li

WILL BE READY FOR SEA.—The
s.s. Beverley, now undergoing exten­
sive repairs and alterations at Pla­
centia Gut, will be ready for sea in 
a few weeks’ time. When completed 
the ship will be as good as new.

Will the person holding num­
ber 601 from Stafford’s Lucky 
Numbed Competition call for 
$20.08?- (See advertisement).

aug3,tf

INCURABLE PATIENT SENT 
HOME.—A young woman named Eve­
lyn Warren, of Rantem, suffering 
from an incurable disease, was re­
moved from the General Hospital to 
the railway station in the ambulance 
this morning and sent to her home by 
the outgoing express.

BORN.

On August 8th, a daughter to Mr. 
and Mrs. W. J. Hickey.

DIED.

NEW POTATOES IN MARKET.— 
New local potatoes were for sale In the 
city this morning and though fancy 
prices were asked, ready purchasers 
were found. The potato crop thjs sea­
son promises to be the largast on re­
cord, but not bo as regards turnips 
and cabbage. Big destruction was 
done the latter plants by grubs.

At 1 o'clock this morning Ambrose 
Churchill, aged 71. Funeral from 212 
Theatre Hill, 3 p.m., Saturday, flth 
Inst.

On Thursday, Aug. 9th, after a long 
illness, Margaret Holden, relict, of the 
late Patrick Power (shoemaker); 
she leaves one daughter and a nephew 
beside a large circle of friends to 
mourn their sad loss; funeral on Sat­
urday, at 2.30 p.m., from her late resi­
dence, 257 Water St. West ; friends , 
and acquaintances are respectfully re­
quested to atend without further 
notice.—Boston and Brooklyn papers 
please copy.—R.I.P.

Blazer & Sport Stripes
Just Opened :

A SPECIAL PURCHASE of about 30 PIECES
Of these Popular

Blazer or Sport Stripe
Wash Poplin for Skirts, 

Blouses or Middy Coats.
Nearly all different width stripes and colors. 

Excellent Quality Material.

30c. yard.
Don’t Fail to See Them.

STEER Brothers

SPECIALS For One Week Only!
Men’s Negligee Shirts 

$1.25 each.
Ladies’ One Piece Embroidered 

Voile Dresses, $6.50 each.

Men’s Khaki Shirts 
$1.35 each.

Ladies’ Fancy Cotton Skirts
75c. each.

Men’s Straw Hats 
|25c. each.

Ladies’ White Embroidered 
Underskirts, $1.75 each.

Misses’ Summer Vests
5c. each.

Misses’ Trimmed Hats
39c. each.

Misses’ Sun Bonnets
25c. each.

Misses’ Summer Dresses
55c. each.

Misses’ Black Hose
20c. pair.

Misses’ Black Gloves
30c. pair.

The C. L. MARCH Co., U5L
Corner Springdale and Water Streets.

W. P. A.
In Aid of the Sick and Wounded and 

of Our Soldiers and Sailors at the 
Front

Subscriptions may be 
sent to Lady Davidson, 
President; Mrs. Emerson, 
Hon. Treasurer; or any 

of the following members of the Fin­
ance Committee: Mrs: John Ayre, 
Mrs. Garrett Byrne, Miss Browning, 
Mrs. T. J. Duley, Mrs. T. J. Edens, 
Miss Hayward, Mrs. Archibald Mac- 
pherson and Mrs. Herbert Rendell
Amount acknowledged .. . .$30,669.10 
Rebate on goods from Gray

and Goodland.................... 10 25
From Red Cross Room----  2 60

Q.M.N.G. Badges .................. 56 35
Lady Bowring to W.P.A..... » 50 00
Lady Bowring to Red Cress

Work................................... 50 00
Reimbursement of money 

for wool and material for
outports.............................. 207 12

W. P. A„ Nipper’s Harbor,
Red Cross work................ 30 00

W. P. A., Catalian, Red'
Cross work......................... 72 00

Miss Caroline T. Pike and 
Miss M. Taylor, Carbon- 
ear, by making and selling
Red Cross bags................ I 2 00

Congregational Band of 1
Hope, Red Cross work.. 10 00

Proceeds of Garden Party 
held on Saturday last by 
the following little ladles

MINARD’S LINIMENT CURES 
DIPHTHERIA. |

—Norah Peters, Catherine 
Hemmeon, Elfie Conroy 
and Rosa Peters.............. 31 00

$31,090.42
KATHERINE EMERSON, 

Aug. 9th. Hon. Treas.

"Express Passengers.
The following passengers are on 

the incoming express:—W. Scott, Mrs. 
M. Moore, A. Inkpen, W. V. Cabot. 
Miss G. D. Peel, Miss Leighton, Mrs. 
Geo. Beete, Rev. Jos. Ross, Commis­
sioner Richards, S.A., Col. McMillan, 
S.A., Brigadier Babridge, S. A„ George 
and Mrs. Ivany, Thomas Perry, R- 
Burton, Mrs. J. McLoughlan, Mrs. J. 
V. O’Dea, H. Snow, J. and Mrs. Farrell, 
Mrs. p'Rieily.
MINARD’S LINIMENT CUB*» 

BURNS, IK. -
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