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AMERICAN NOTES.

Deacon Kirkham, of Lackawanna, Pa , 
haa eloped with a neighbour’s wife. ‘‘

Bishop Hare, of the Episcopal Church
confirmed 130 Indiana last year ; 73 others 
were baptized.

The Chinese Government haa determined 
to establish consulates in" Boston Phil., 
delphia and New York, for the better pro­
tection of its subjects.

The London Journal of .Science asserts 
that the one thin j lacking to make 
beauty of American women perfect—In­
crease of fat —Is now supplied.

Three million acres of fall wheat have 
been sown in California, the early and 
abundant rains enabling farmers to put in. 
a full crop, which is said to be a very un­
usual thing.

An old lady walked out of a car on the 
Union Pacific railroad while she was fast
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• going
asleep, stepped off the platform, i 
not much hurt, though the train w 
twenty-five miles an hour.

George Augustus Sala told a San Fran­
cisco Chronicle reporter that, fer a com­
prehensive, cosmopolitan presentation of 
news, the New York newspapers struck 
him as the best in the world.

After a spiritual séance in Beaten, there 
was found in the hall a curious iron har­
ness. This was, by unbelievers, associated, 
with a certain materialized form that had 
been shown floating in the air.

In Burlington, Yt., the other day, a pair- 
of horses, attached to a carriage containing 
five persons, ran off a bridge, and fell nearly 
forty feet without seriously injuring the oc­
cupants of the carriage or the horses.

The Lewiston Water Power Company in 
building a tremendsns dam at the foot of 
Richardson Lake, Me. It will be 300 feet 
long, 20 feet high, with 13 gates, and will 
make a lake witn an area of 40 square

The charge on which the Rev. J. W. 
Reid is to be tried before a church tribunal 
at Greenville, Mich., is “ unministerial 
and unchristian conduct, ” and the specifi­
cation asserts that he deals in wheat 
options.

There are 64 secret societies in the col­
leges of the United States, with a member­
ship of 66,256, and divided into 487 chap­
ters. These societies have 36 chapter 
houses, the most expensive of which cost 
$40,000.

The fastest time ever made by a freight 
train between St. Louis and Texas has just 
been accomplished. There were twenty 
cars, with a thousand kegs of lager beer. 
Galveston and other Texas cities had run 
out ofjbeer, and_were thirsty ; hence the 
hurry,

Samuel Edgar Williard, aged 15, ton of 
a Professor in the Chicago High School, 
was reproved by his mother for going to a 
theatre. He thereupon went away from 
his home, declaring that he would never 
return ; but he did come back, after 
several days, and committed suicide with 
a pistol. ,

A St. Louis barkeeper stuck a split cork 
on the nose of a sleeping bummer, stuck 
into if^b number of lighted matchea, and 
rolled in the sawdust with delight with 
the terror of the awakened victim. The 
diversion cost only a dollar, that being 
the fine imposed on the joker by the Polina 
Justice.

The windows of the Cincinnati Chamber 
of Commerce building overlook the yard 
of the First Presbyterian church. The 
church officers demanded, and until lately 
received, $800 a year for the privilege at 
taking light. The Chamber voted not to 
pay any more, and now a tight board fence 
covers the windows.

The heirs of Stephen Girard have been 
beaten again in litigation to get a part of 
the fund which he left to Girard College, 
He bequeathed $2,000,000 outright,and set 
half as much more aside for the same pur­
pose,if needed ; but the $2.000,000 proved 
sufficient for the maintenance of the col­
lege, and the rest applied by the city of 
Pniladelphia to certain public purposes.

Miss Moore gave recitations in Portland, 
Me., and the Argus said:—" She is at 
times very forcible in her delivery, and 
towers In her dignity in a way that some­
times almost degenerates in a strut,” but 
what it meant to say, according to a sub­
sequent explanation, was that “ she towers 
in her dignity in a way that sometimes 
elevates and instructs. ”

The Rev. J. McDade, of Cleveland, war 
sued by Lucy Jane Chumblin, a member of 
his church, for breach of promise to marry; 
but she failed to appear on the day ap­
pointed for the trial. The case was dis­
missed, and the pastor received a vote of 
confidence and the congratulations of hie 
congregation. Now she comes out with a 
statement that he hired her to keep out of 
the way, and he haa been arrested again.

Miss Rose berry wanted to marry Mr. 
Deputy, at Seymour, Ind., but her father 
commanded her to marry Mr Bowers, and 
appointed a day for the wedding. On the 
evening before she secretly became Mrs. 
Deputy. She was on hand for the other 
ceremony, however, and it proceeded 
smoothly as far as the question whether 
anybody objected, when Mr.. Deputy re­
marked that he had an objection—a trifling 
one, which he had some reluctance about 
mentioning—the lady was his wife.

CoL Reuben Allen Steere and Rebecca 
Ann Meyers, whose united height is only 
five feet and a half, were married at 
Rochester a few days ago. They belong 
to the Liliputian Opera Company, and had 
been lovers, in mimicry and reality, for 
several years. The bridegroom was fault­
lessly attired, exceedingly dignified, and 
wore a rather fierce moustache. The bride 
was clad in pale blue silk and pink satin, 
and she blushed and wept in a captivating 
style. Two couples of small people from 
the company stood up with the pair, and 
the ceremony was witnessed by aa many 
guests as a hotel parlour would hold. The- 
Colonel is 33 years old ; his wife 27.

George Koehler was believed to have 
murdered a man at Cairo, HI., but there 
wss not a scrap of evidence against tie, 
and for some time he was not even arrest­
ed. It was at length decided to 
him into inculpating himself. He was put 
into gaol, in the same cell with a detec­
tive, who pretended to be a criminal, and 
oonfeaeed many imaginary crimes to hto 
companion under a solemn pledge of 
seoreey. He argued that almost any crim» 
oould be concealed, and thus gave the im­
pression that he was wonderfully shrewd. 
Koehler fell into the trap, asked Ms ad­
vice, and gave him a circumstantial ac­
count of the murder. The missing body 
was found where he said he had buried it, 
and it seems certain that he will be hanged 
on the evidence that he has himself pro­
vided. 4

According to the St. Louis Times. ». 
painter named Gutherz has been 
the beautiful and the useful by dee, 
a drees for a lady of New York :—• 
front ef the dress—a marvel of ‘ robsn’e- 
egg blue’ silk and gauze, trimmed with 
wonderful lace—was ornamented by Mr. 
Gutherz in the highest style of decorative 
art, with figures printed in all the ook ur* 
on the palette. One piece of satin, shaped 
by painting the front of the oorsage, to- 
decorated with forget-me-nots, arranged 
around the central figure of a Cupid's bow, 
with bees on the lower border. The waist 
is laced back and forward with a wreath of 
gold cord, the interstices filled in with 
butterflies. On the skirt \ 
a crescent moon, in whic 
Cupids, holding in their clasped hand 
chain, wMoh crosses to the left of 
skirt, and is caught by the hands of < 
similar Cupids, also seated in a ease 
moon. In the place where the scarf 
ordinarily worn are painted all the oolo 
of the rainbow, from which to the loi 
left-hand corner the space is filled in w 
representations in oil of shells and M 
around the central figure of a gold-fish.

When the Prince of Wales’ 
ordered aloft by the captain, he 
remarks “ This is my 
ship, and if it makes my 
climb that pole, and I ain't 
only this woe."

<

Interesting Summary of News.
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WHY THE TAT BEI DOS TELL.

Some ef the evidence given on Saturday, 
the 28th ult., at the Board of Trade In­
quiry respecting the Tay Bridge disaster 
was of an important and even startling 
character. The supporting columns of the 
bridge were oast in a small temporary 
foundry, erected by the contractor at the 
south end of the structure, and three of 
the moulders—all experienced men—de­
scribed the character of the work they had 
assisted in turning out. The iron was from 
Cleveland, and was inferior to Scotch 
metal. Two of the witnesses went so far 
as to «ay that “ it was the worst they ever 
saw.” A loam core was used in casting 
the columns ; but against this nothing 
could be said, as it is an approved method 
of executing such work. But the 
columns were badly cask The speci­
fied diameter of the pipe was fif­
teen inches, and the specified thick­
ness one inch. It is obvious that all the 
columns ought to have been of uniform 
substance. But the workmen examined 
assert that this was not so. Not only were 
some of them under the specified thickness 
of matai, but they even varied in this re­
spect. “ One side might have been be­
tween three-eights and a quarter of aa 
inch, and the other between one and a 

usrter and one and three-eights inch.’ 
e columns, it was stated by these wit­

nesses, were also full of cracks and holes, 
some of the latter half an inch in depth. 
These cavities were puttied over with 
Roman oement, in its turn concealed by a 
coat of paint. Seme of the columns used 
to lifting the girders to the top of the 
opinions were cast without the “ lugs.” 
In such cases the lugs were subsequently 
burned on ; but from the peculiar position 
of the lugs on the column—it
41 was almost impossible that with 
the materials used the lugs could 
be solidly burned on, as in oooling the 
lugs came away from the flanges and 
adhered only to the column.” This took 
place frequently. Nor was the qutiity of 
the metal used better than the casting 
made of it One of the ordinary risks of 
moulding is what is technically known as 
“ scabbing.’ This is the rising of the sand 
from the under surface of the mould dur­
ing tne time that the molten metal is run­
ning into it. The sand being thus mixed 
with the metal, of course produces an in­
equality of strength on the opposite sides 
of the column. This, we are told, often 
occurred in casting the Tay Bridge 
column* Salt water was also, as a rule, 
employed Iz cooling the moulds, conse­
quently 44 impurities were introduced 
which should not have beee there," Some 
of the columns that fell to 1877 were of 
unequal length, and some of these were 
also of unequal thickness. The witnesses 
considered that these facts must have 
been known to those who overlooked the 
work. Some “base plates” were sent from 
Bathgate, but, according to the witness 
McGowan, the manager objected to them 
being mixed with the English iron, "for 
they could get pig from Middles borough, 
and then they could at the close of the job 
sell the Scotch plates at a good price.” A 
diver who had also been employed superin­
tending the painting of the bridge, looked 
for empty bolt holes, or bolts slack, but—it 
is satisfactory te note—found only two. 
Fortunately, some of the eolnims which 
one of the witnesses declared were not only 
cracked in the body, but also in the flanges, 
are still standing, and can be put in evi­
dence aa to the veracity of the statements 
made. Some of the others, it was declared, 
were used in the portion of the bridge that 
fell. It is imperative that the statements 
should be thoroughly Investigated, for if 
they are only half true the wonder would 
be nqt that the Tay bridge fell, but that it 
stood even so long as it did.

A GALLANT RESCUE.
The gallant captain of_ her daj seta’s

ship Invincible, the Hon. E. N. Fremantle, 
C.B., C.M.G., has once again distinguished 
himself by saving the life of one of his 
crew during the recent passage of that sMp 
from Alexandria to Aboutir Bay. The 
Invincible was steaming along at about six 
knots, when the cry 44 man overboard” 
rang through her. The engines were re­
versed, life-buoys let go, and boats called 

‘ away in leas time than can be described. 
Meanwhile the man was observed to seize 
hold of the lead-line, and as a consequence 
he was dragged completely under water 
for several seconds, till, almost suffocated, 
and becoming unconscious, he lost his hold, 
and floated astern a mere lifeless mass, his 
head being under the water. The captain, 
at the time on the bridge, saw that a 
momenta delay would be fatal to the 
drowning man, and, having given his ne­
cessary orders, overboard he sprang, just as 
he stood, cap, coat, boots, Ac., and he was 
not a moment too soon, for, after straining 
every nerve, when he reached the spot 
where the man was last seen his rescuer 
found him already some distance under 
water. Having brought him to the sur­
face, heavily weighted as he was, he felt 
much exhausted, and had some difficulty 
in keeping the man’s head above water, 
till Sub-Lieu tenant Moore and Cunning­
ham, blacksmith’s mate, jumped overboard 
to the assistance of both, and, the boats 
arriving, all were brought safely on board. 
The rescued man was instantly removed to 
the sick bay, where, under the skilful 
treatment usual in such oases, he was soon 
restored to consciousness, and is now quite 
recovered. His gallant rescuer was, with a 
little rest, soon all right again. It was a 
brave act on the part of Captain Fremantle, 
and, though attended with considerable 
risk, was rewarded by the saving of the 
man’s life. Captain Fremantle already 
possesses the bronze medal of the Royal 
Humane Society for jumping overboard off 
the poop ef the Lord Warden in 1877 to 
Plymouth Sound and saving the life of a 
boy who had fallen from aloft.—United 
Service Gazette.

THE REV. DR. PARKER’S CANDIDATURE.
The Rev. Dr. Parker, minister of the 

City Temple, has issued addresses to the 
electors and non-electors of the city of 
London, offering himself as a candidate for 
their representation in the House of Com­
mons. He says it is unusual for a Noncon­
formist minister whilst actively engaged in 
his pastoral duties to aspire to a parliamen­
tary position, but so long as there Is an 
Established Church the business of the 
Legislature must to a considerable extent 
be ecclesiastical as well as secular, and for 
this reason it has long appeared to Mm to 
be desirable that there should be a number 
of men in Parliament whose training and 
occupation especially qualified them to 
deal practically with the religious progress 
and necessities of the country. He will 
take a practical view of the disestab­
lishment of the Church of England, but 
could not vote for it without knowing, 
with some approach to exactness, the 
whole meaning and issue ef the act. He 
will do everything in his power to pot an 
end to the liquor traffic as at present con­
ducted. On detailed foreign politics hie 
mind is not wholly made up, but speaking 
generally he should not object to see Con­
stantinople the capital of a new Greece, 
Egypt (the claims of France being equital " 
determined) in the hands of England as the 
base of civilization to Africa, and the offi­
cial Turk without a footing in the world. 
Dr- Parker saya he has no intention of can­
vassing for a single vote, nor would it be 
consistent with his conception of such a 
candidature to put himself to one sMlling 
expense beyond what is necessary to make 
known his willingness to serve the oonstitu- 
enoy in Parliament

losses in the afghan campaign.
A return showing the numbers who were 

killed, died of disease, or were invalided 
m the three armies operating beyond the 
todus during the late campaign in Afghan- 
wan, from the proclamation of war to 
November, 1878, to the Treaty of Guta 
“ah, has been published, and is well 
""toy the attention of those public 
•Packers who have been so diligent in mis- 
«presenting the foreign policy of the pre- 

nt Government as resulting m the squi

dering of life. The total number of men 
and officers tilled in action, or who died 
of wounds during the whole of that cam­
paign, wMoh gave India an[ impregnable 
frontier, laid Afghanistan at our feet, 
drove Russian intrigue back from the 
CaBul river to the Caspian, End put so 
triumphantly to the test the long-slander­
ed loyalty of our Indian Empire, was 
exactly sixty-five. Fifty of these 
belonged to the Peshawur Valley 
Field Force, nine to the Kuram 
column, and six to the army that 
marched to Candahar ; fifteen were Euro­
peans, including four officers, and the re­
mainder native soldiers, with one native 
officer. ' Disease was far more fatal ; but 
comparison with similar returns during bar­
rack life in times of peace will show that, 
in India, climate is not more fatal to troops 
marching and working than to the same 
men idle in cantonments ; for a total of 
eleven hundred deaths from sickness in an 
army of nearly fifty thousand men during 
a ten months’ campaign is not only not ex­
cessive, but remarkably small. Again, 
under the head of “invalided,” we find a 
total of only eighteen hundred, and these 
figures, if compared with the hospital re­
turns of the same force during the hot 
weather and rains in India, will show that 
“in the field ” the average of health is 
better than in the piping times ef peace. 
Such, then, a^e the facts as to the actual 
casualties during the last campaign, and 
when, therefore, public speakers next re­
fer to it, they must, if they care to be 
within the facts, characterize it as a blood­
less one, and forget all those old forms of 
speech that hinted at a reckless expendi­
ture of precious lives.—London Telegraph.

AN INTERNATIONAL PARCELS POST,
If the authorities at Berne succeed in 

their present scheme a very important 
modification will he introduced in the ex­
isting international postal system. In 
England the department limits itself to the 
carriage of letters, newspapers And book- 
poet parcels The money-order arrange­
ments are also unnecessarily strict, and 
the chargee were, until lately, unneces­
sarily high. The "object seemed to be not 
so much to grant facilities, as to protect 
the department by stringent regulations 
from rendering services that might be 
universally claimed. In Germany if a 
country customer desires to order a com­
modity from a Berlin tradesman, he haa 
only to send the order. The tradesman 
makes a parcel of the article, charges it 
with the payment of a certain sum (in 
effect, the price and the postage) and for­
wards it to his customer by post. The 
consigner does not receive the article till 
he has paid the price charged on it, wMoh 
Is ultimately remitted to the sender 
through the same department. It is clear 
that our Poet Office affords no machinery 
analogous to the German system, and it is 
also clear that its introduction or adoption 
would be a great public boon. Possibly 
the scheme at present under consideration 
at Berne might lead to this result. J* is 
proposed to have a uniform charge for the 
postage of all parcels of" or under 61be. 
weight within the countries included in 
the union. If this measure were adopted, 
a Londoner could receive a parcel posted 
in Vienna wMoh the Poet Office would not 
accept had it been despatched from Wind­
sor. The absurdity of such a state of 
things would soon be felt, and we might 
hope in time to have it corrected. But the 
Beme scheme has met with dissentients. 
It will be remembered that France hung 
back for two years from signing the Con­
vention of 1874 ; and she still opposes 
difficulties in the way of a uniform tariff. 
Her influence is great, but it would be bet­
ter to forego the advantage of her co­
operation than that the scheme of a uniform 
parcels post should utterly fall through.

GERMANY AND RUSSIA.
It appears to be the opinion in Berlin 

Parliamentary circles, says the London 
Ttltgrayh, that Germany, two months ago, 
was on the point of 44 inviting” Russia to 
withdraw her troops from their too dose 
vicinity to the Prussian frontier, wMch 
had aroused serious disquietude in 
the minds of German statesmen and 
generals. The “invitation,” H is 
needless to say, would have been alike 
courteous and confidential ; nor does it 

improbable that Russia would have 
complied with it, as her military writers 
have recently admitted that, in case of a 
war with Germany, Russia’s wisest plan 
would be to evacuate her Polish provinces 
and encounter her enemy upon the vast 

s behind her own proper frontier, 
tension, however, existing in Russo- 

German l dations at the commencement 
of the year was happily relaxed, satis­
factory assurances having reached Ber­
lin from St. Petersburg just in time 
to obviate any representations calculated 
to ruffle Russian armour propre or military 
susceptibilities. M. d’Oubril’s removal 
from his ambassadorial post was regarded 
In the German capital as a symptom that 
Prince Gortsohakoffs influence was en the 
wane ; and we note that the venerable 
Chancellor's definitive retirement into pri­
vate life is confidently expected by the 
leading Berlin journals, which at the pre­
sent moment express themselves hopefully 
with respect to peace prospects in Europe.

FISH FREEZING IN INDIA.
Fish freezing is the latest development 

of Anglo-Indian industry, and it is diffi­
cult to imagine one more delightfully 
adapted to the wants of the country. The 
fish, oysters and prawns obtained both at 
Bombay and Calcutta are famous all over 
India, out the enormous distances these 
frail comestibles have to travel prevent 
Anglo-Indians in the Mofussil or up country 
from enjoying them. The novel in­
dustry now inaugurated at Forbes A Co.’s 
ice factory at Bombay will, however, meet 
the difficulty, and there is no reason why 
the dwellers in the plains ” in the 
hottest and most remote stations of India 
should not be able to remind themselves 
now and again of the existence of oysters 
and sea fish ; for, if frozen up to solid 
blocks ef ice, they can be kept perfectly 
fresh for several days, while the ice itself 
remains untainted, and as serviceable as 
ever for oooling drinks. The fish, we are 
told, are suspended in wire nets in the 
freezing water, while the oysters, stripped 
of their shells, are first stored with their 
juice, in air-tight tins, and are then frozen 
in the blocks the same way as the fith. 
One of these huge slabs of crystal ioe, 
filled with a collection of many sorts of 
fish, is about as pretty and oool a sight as 
oould be wished for.

been 200 men at work to cutting up the 
field. They dug in several places shapes 
ef coffins, and the words 44 Rory ef the 
Hills.*4 They also posted threatening no­
tices on the houses of the new tenants,

Mr. T. E. Smith, M.P., in addressing a 
meeting of hie constituents at Tynemouth, 
referred to the loading of grain cargoes and 
the measure advocated by Mr. Plimsoll. 
He felt, and he believed Mr. Plimsoll him­
self admitted, that the question was too 
large a one to be dealt with by a simple 
bill insisting upon the use of bags. A 
great many things had to be considered, 
such as the construction of the vessels, 
the means used for preventing the shifting 
of cargoes, and all the circumstances In 
wMoh the grain was shipped. The whole 
subject must be thoroughly investigated by 
competent persons. He was, therefore, 
strongly in favour ef the Government pro­
posal to refer the matter to a select com­
mittee. But as tMs would necessarily take 
up time, he thought the proper course 
would be to pass a temporary bi lj for ode 
year, by which ships should be prevented 
from losing for the Atlantic trade with­
out the ure of bags for a considerable por­
tion of their cargoes.

A Curious Story.
After the taking of Paris by the Ver­

sailles troops, a Communist officer man­
aged to escape from the burning city. 
Having remained on the barricades to the 
last he had no time to change his 
clothts, and was consequently obliged to 
wander about the whole day in kepi and 
regimentals, with hie sword dangling by 
his aide. Towards evening, however, he 
fell ie^with a shepherd, goodnatured 
almost to idiotoy, and knowing nothing 
whatever of politics. The two men en­
tered into conversation, and at the end of 
half an hour the refugee, incessantly 
haunted by the fear of seeing the gendar­
mes make their appearance, proposed an 
exchange of costume to the “yokel. ” 
Naturally dazzled by the splendour of the 
other's military garb, the countryman 
jvmped at the offer, never dreaming of the 
danger he incurred in donning hie 
companion’s attire. The exchange was 
carried out. The two men undressed, re­
dressed and parted. The pseudo-shepherd 
made for Paris wearing a blouse, canvas 
trousers and a straw hat. The real Simon 
Pure, on the other hand, calmly went on 
minding his sheep, presenting a rather in­
congruous aspect, with the sword hanging 
by his side • and the crook in his hand. 
What might have been naturally expected 
to happen actually occurred. A patrol 
oame zeroes the unlucky shepherd, and 
asked him for explanations about Ms 
costume, and these, not being deemed al­
together satisfactory, the countryman 
was taken into custody, and ultimately 
led off {to Satory to go before a court-mar­
tial there. Our readers will, no doubt, 
remember the admirable passages in the 
Misérables, in which Victor Hugo relates 
the ChampmatMeu affair, The trial of the 
shepherd bore a great resemblance to this 
latter. The unfortunate wretch, who had 
no one to speak a word for Mm, either did 
not know.or was so dazed that he oould not 
remember his birthplace, and, in the end, 
was sentenced to transportation to the He 
dee Pins. Amlot, as the man is named, 
was accordingly sent, and, by August, 
1879, he had not been pardoned. One of 
his fellow.convicts lately wrote to say that 
44 Amlot was awaiting the termination of a 
punishment wMoh he did not understand, 
and was expiating a crime wMoh 
he had had no thought of com­
mitting.” Unluckily he was condemned 
for life, and whether since pardoned or net 
we are ignorant. He may possibly be con­
sidered a dangerous character. Perhaps 
his very imbecility is taken for dissimula­
tion. Be this as it may, his story, wMle 
it has undoubtedly a ludicrous side, is at 
bottom horribly sad and grave, and ap­
pears to us calculated to cause reflection 
to those who insist on the justice of re­
pression and the necessity of refusing an 
amnesty. —Rappel.

plains 
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ORIENTAL FANATICISM,

ITEMS,
Sir H. Havelock has been left half a mil­

lion sterling by his father’s cousin, on con­
dition of changing Ms nanlb to Allen The 
York Herald, says 44 Sir Henry, having 
aooepted the bequest, is about to obtain a 
"oval licence to assume the name of Have- 

wk-Allen.”
At a recent meeting of the Salvation 

Army of Plymouth and Devonport, a great 
crowd of roughs attended the Drill Hall 
grounds, and created a disturbance, re­
sulting in fighting. The Salvationists as­
sailed them with sticks and fists, and for 
two hours the riot continued. Eventually 
the Salvationists were driven to seek re­
fuge to a house.

An anonymous donor has offered the sum 
of £10,000 as the nucleus of an endowment 
fund for a new bishopric to North China. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has aooepted 
the offer and approved the proposed new 
see, wMoh is to be regarded as a mission­
ary, and not a territorial one. In com 
menoe of the expense of the necessaries of 
ite and travelling it has been decided that 
the minimum capital for endowment shall 
be £13,000, and to the offer of £10,000 the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
and the Colonial Bishoprics Fund will each 
probably add £1,000.

An extraordinary outrage is reported 
from County Galway. Seven acres ef grass 
land at Cloobern, on the estate of Major 
Veeey, were dug up and rendered worth­
less as pasture land. The land formed 
portion of a larger farm held by a tenant 
named Geraghey, who, being m arrears, 
had been forgiven his debt and made to 
surrender this part. He was left to pcs- 

Baton of a piece of land wMch was thought 
sufficient for him, and the rest wss given 
to tiro other tenants. There must have

Origin of French Names.
Proper names are so generally aooepted 

simply as suoh, with any inquiry aa to 
whether they may not have a significance 
beyond the mere present identification at a 
men or a town, that the study of their 
derivation sometimes throws unexpected 
light on tiie subject to hand. The curiosi­
ties of this branch of etymology have fre­
quently been commented upon as to Eng- 
liah names, and a book recently published 
to France gives much information about 

mee which have their origin there, but 
wMoh are familiar everywhere. The 
writer, M. Loredan Larohey, goes very far 
ef the mark to one case at least. Alhanl’s 
(Mrs. Gye’s) name, in the last analysis, 
may mean wMte, bat it was adopted be­
cause she first sang in an unpretentious 
ohoir at Albany, N.Y., her own name then 
being Lajenneaae, and with no reference 
whatever to Languedoc. Her rival’s name 
comes, we are told, from pâtre, (shepherd), 
and not from the more familiar but less 
poetie pati, it would seem. Abelard, the 
world’s personification of a lover, means a 
keeper of beee. Arsgo, the name of the 
philosopher who looked so steadily at 
scientific truth, means good eagle. Aubert 
to the same as Albert. Bernheim and our 
own Bamum are said to be derived 
from Berinhelm, the village of the war­
rior. Biron, the original form of Byron, 

sans squint Boucioault, the dramatist, 
writes himself down 44 fat man” whenever 
he signa Ms name. Brequet, whose watches 
many people carry, signifies boat ms 
Capoul, the name of the celebrated tenor, 
being interpreted, means little hea ~ 
Carey la the equivalent of carrier. “The 
ohestanta,” a name frequently given to 
boon try houses, is the translation of Cas- 
eagnso. Daudet, the novelist's name, is a 
form of David. Den ter, and the Englirh 
Dent, have no nearer origin than Carina 
Dentatus, who got Ma name from beta 
born with teeth. EUlsaon, Ellison, am 
Eliot, are traced to Elias. Erckmann, the 
novelist, the first half of the literary part­
nership which always suggests the Siamese 
twins, is both by name and nature a sin­
cere man. Fans is a form of Stephen. 
Gambetta means little leg. Garibaldi brave 
•pear, and Goupil fox. Gounod, who put 
“Faust” into music, derives hie name ap­
propriately from “galon,” to stag. Halevy, 
another composer, prefixed to Levy the 
Initials of his other names, Henry Aron. 
Hugo may be rendered intelligence ; 
Victor Hugo would then mean victorious 
intelligence. MacMahon scarcely seems to 
be the same as the Italian Orsini, but both 
are said to mean eon of the bear. Mill!, 
cent loses none ef its charm whan analysed 
Into mille tandis. Mortimer and Morte- 
mart are names brought home by the 
Crusaders from the Deed Sea. There 
seems to be doubt whether Murray means 
mulberry (ntdre) or marsh (marais.) Na­
poleon was written Napolione in 1199, 
and comes from Napoli, or Naples. 
Nathalie to the French from oar pretty 
Puritan name of Christmas, and is (de­
rived from NcëL Pothuan, the name 
borne by the French Ambassador at Lon­
don, signifies thick Ups in the patois of 
Languedoc. Renan means friend. For 
Rothschild several equivalents are given. 
It may mean red sMeld, or glorious hero, 
hut it is more common for IsrAelittoh 
family names to be taken from places than 
from personal pecularities, ft is more 
ltoely that it was derived from a town in 
Denmark. Saroey means switch, a fit 
name fora critic, and Sardou, the play- 
w*48°t, with leaa appropriateness, as some 
will think, trices his names to saeerdos, a 
pneat. Simeon, even when speUed with a 
44p,” to the aame as Samson; Dumas is 
the same as Thomas ; Thiers ocmee from 
Théodore. Finally, Zola means grass.

OMo wants a law passed providing that 
when a Judge sentences an offender to the 
penitentiary it shall be ascertained if he 
baa a family depending upon him for rap­
port. The fact shall be certified to the 
warden, who shall keep a record of the 
eonviot's earnings, and, after deducting 
twenty-five cents a day for his food and 
clothing, shall pass the balança to Ma 
credit, and apply it to the support of his 
legal dependents.

Ceremony af toe “ Beewh" nt Calre-Tfce 
Uetlvt4! Mnmamlty.

Every good Mussulman is Expected once 
during hie lifetime to make the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, The performance of this sacred 
duty confers the title of “Hadji,” seonrea 
indulgence fer sins, and sots—to use s 
legal expression—as a “role nisi” to 
finally enter Paradise. A Mussulman who 
has made this pilgrimage is rare when he 
dies to go to heaven unless some very 
weighty reason {or his not going there 
should be clearly established. On Mon­
day, February 16, the Egyptian pilgrims 
formaUy entered the city of Cairo upon 
their return from Mecca. The caravan, 
consisting of about fifteen hundred Hadjis, 
proceeded to the m orque at the citadel, 
where they deposited the sacred carpet, 
“Mahmel,” which during the past year 
rested upon . the proDheve tomb. This 
carpet, brought back by the present oars- 
van, has been replaced at Mecca by the 
new one carried thither by this same cara­
van, which left Cairo last fall. The cere­
mony of placing the carpet in its final 
resting plane at the citadel took place in 
presence of the Khedive, the Sheik-nl- 
Islam, the Shelk-el-Bekri, the Mnfti and 
all the Mgh functionaries. The ceremony 
of the “ Uosseh,” which winds op the fes­
tivities for the return of the pilgrims, took 
place on February 22. The principal 
feature of this religious ceremony consti­
tutes one of the rare public manifestations 
of fanaticism in Egypt. Some thirty or 
forty pilgrims, whose religious feelings 
have been wrought up to a olipiax by con­
tinued festivities of a week's duration, and 
by means of "hasheesh,” lie upon the 
ground with their faces downward. They 
lia close together and are so placed aa to 
form a sort of 44 corduroy” road. A sheik 
mounted upon an Arab stallion of the 
purest breed then rides over their pros­
trate bodies. It was only after repeated 
efforts that the horse oould be made to 
treed upon these human forms. The united 
efforts of fire men were required to over­
come the noble animal’s aversion to this 
terrible task. When the horse felt his feet 
cutting deeply Into the flesh of the half 
naked fanatics beneath him he trembled, 
then, becoming frightened or maddened at 
the scene of reckless frenzy about Mm, the 
animal commenced plunging. The killed 
and wounded were quickly and silently 
removed from eight, and the horse with 
Ms rider having reached the end of tMs 
terrible lane, seemed greatly relieved to 
stand at lait upon firm ground. His pure 
white feet were, however, deeply stained 
with the blood and gore of his victims.

These fanatics submit themselves to this 
ordeal with the belief that Allah will pre­
vent them from receiving any harm from 
the horse bearing the holy sheik. I have 
witnessed this annual ceremony several 
times ; but on this occasion I WM lucky 
enough to secure a position so near the 
sheik that I could almost touch Mm with 
my outstretched arm. I noticed five 
victims who received injuries which I 
deemed fatal. Many others were wounded, 
but at the very instant of receiving any 
injury, they were most skilfully and 
quickly concealed by men standing at hand 
for the purpose. There are many other 
incident! to this fete, such aa eating live 
snakes, swallowing glass, Ac.; but the

Ksat event of the day is the scene wMoh I 
ve just described, and which took place 
in the presence of the Khedfve, the Sheik- 

ul-Ielsm, Mufti and all the princes, minis­
ters and functionaries, both native and Eu­
ropean, aa well aa by many hundreds of 
women of the princely and other harems. 
The Khedive is a good Mussulman, and is 
much more observant of his religious du­
ties than Ms father, Ismail Pacha. His 
Highness, is, however, also a wise Mussul­
man, and all these manifestations of fan­
aticism are most repugnant to Mm ; and I 
have the beet authority for saying that the 
Khedive would gladly absent himaelf from 
a'l suoh ceremonies, and would even pro­
hibit them were it not that it would be un­
safe to commence Ms reign by giving um­
brage to a large portion of his subjects. 
The Khedive is by no means a fanatic and 
Mi presence at this fete was simply ne- 
oeieitated by political circumstances.

The religions toleration not only of the 
Khedive but of the reigning family may 
be exemplified by the fact that within the 
last few months a branch of the Roman 
Catholic institution of the Dames da la 
Legion d’Honnenr has been called to Egypt 
by the Khedive’s wife, and Their H _ 
nesses the Princesses Said, Msusonr and 
Djalai have intrusted the education of their 
female children to these excellent ladies. 
The Princess Mausour, the Khedivas’s 
sister, has moreover insisted that the 
young Mussulman girls should in no way 
he separated from their companions who 
happened to belong to a different religion. 
—Cor, N. T. Herald. ,

lie life, of groups—of men bent upon s 
political change. There is the revolution­
ary group of Nihilists, who themselves are 
divided into a number of sects. There are 
Socialists, who would prefer proceeding in 
a more peaceful way. There are Demo- 
orate, desirous of the convocation of a 
National Assembly on" the principle of 
universal suffrage. There are Constitu­
tional Monarchists, who would be glad to 
see any system of parliamentary govern­
ment introduced. In foreign politics, there 
are those who think Russia, with her 90,- 
000,000 Inhabitants of an empire spreading 
over an immense territory in Europe and 
Aeia, to already large enough, or even over­
fire wn. There are others—Pan- Russians, 
of the Katkoff school ; Pan-Slsviets, of 
the Aksakoff, Tohernaïeff, and Fadeïeff 
*yp®—"ho aim at further extension in the 
direction of India, of Persia, of Turkey, 
Hungary, of the Scandinavian countries, 
and of Germany si well.

The struggle" may yet continue for a 
while, er It may suddenly be brought to a 
conclusion by s surprise in the Imperial 
Palace itself, if not by a surrender on the 
part of a monarch whole life is made 
utterly miserable by ever-increasing dan­
ger—a danger whose terrors are augment­
ed a hundred-fold through the suspicion 
now and then arising in the Czar’s mind 
against the fidelity of Ms nearest protec­
tors, and against his own son and heir. In 
the very midst of the most sanguinary mea­
sures taken by Ms Government, some 
signs of vacillation, some indications of a 
alight concession .to public opinion being 
discussed in the secret councils at court, 
are, however, already discernible. It to 
true, no sooner do we hear of suoh a pro­
posed move, than a subsequent mail brings 
news which dashes the hope from the 
hands of these who had eagerly grasped at 
it Autocracy dies hard ; but die it will 
and must If the last representative of a 
long line of ornai, blood stained tyrant» to 
not utterly bereft of the capacity of read­
ing the signs of the times, he will make 
haste to use the forthcoming twenty-fifth 
anniversary of his secession to the throne 
for a grant of liberties on a scale corre­
sponding to the demands of those who, 
while they are determined foes of arbi­
trary rule, yet are willing to make a con­
stitutional experiment without uprooting 
the dynasty. If he lacks the wisdom to 
perceive what is the interest of Ms own 
family, the bitter contest will be fought to 
the end.—Karl Blind m the International 
Réméré for April.

THE ST; GOTHARD TUNNEL.

Keleieimg at IU Completlea-BIffleully 
and Banger ef toe work.

-The Swiss correspondent of the London 
Times writes as follows under date of Feb. 
29 :—44 The working parties in the two 
sections of the St. Gothsrd tunnel had this 
morning at 11.16 completed 7,160 mètres 
from the south entrance. The calculations 
of the engineers as to the direction of the 
galleries are thus fully verified, but they 
were out by 80 mètres in their estimate of 
the length to be pierced. At noon yester­
day it waa computed that there were still 
a very'coneiderable number of mètres to 
bore, and that the meeting from both ends 
would occur 40 hours later, but in the 
course of last night, on sounding with a 
long drill, it was found that the thickness 
of tiie intervening rook was only 13 mètres. 
The news of this unlooked-for consumma­
tion became speedily known, and at 10 

'dock large crowds had assembled to frait 
for the auspicious blast which should make 
of the two galleries one tunnel, At Airolo 
a few members of the local Landwehr, 
with their band, were hastily summoned, 
flags hoisted, and engines and waggons 
gayly decorated, and when the train brmg- 
ng the people from Gosohenen ran into the 
station, the tunnel being practicable for 
locomotives two-thirds of the way, nothing 
was wanting to complete the satisfaction of 
the engineers and others connected with 
the undertaking but the presence of M. 
Favre, the contractor, whb died six months 
ago in the very tunnel wMch he had so 
nearly brought to a successful conclusion, 
and with which Ms name will ever be asso­
ciated.

EUROPEAN JOTTINGS.

The Revolutionary Movement 
In Russia.

No careful observer of what ii going on 
In Rnasia can avoid the oondnaion that the 
absolutist regime there shows a Mppooratic 
visage. The spasmodic acts of terrorism 
by wMoh Government tries to Mde its in­
ternal waakneas ; the unflagging boldness 
of the revolutionary party, in spite of the 
losses it has suffered through the execu­
tion, by court-martial, ef a number of its 
leaders, and through the imprisonment, or 
transportation to Siberia and Saghalien, of 
many thousand» of its adherents ; the 
quarrel between the Autocrat and Ms son, 
who fears the downfall of the dynasty t! 
the present system be persisted In,—a 
quarrel only outwardly made up itaoe the 
return of the Csarewitch to Sk Peters­
burg; the discovery of a considerable ramifi 
cation of what is called the Nihilist con­
spiracy within the army, and the suspicion 
attaching in this respect even to the lower 
ranks of the police,—all these facts, and 
many others of a similar nature, are signi­
ficant signs pointing towards the 44 begin­
ning of the end .” It is merely a question 
of time. The country is in the very midst 
of the crisis. The final issue cannot be 
long delayed.

Years ago, Prince Dolgorukoff, a very 
moderate Liberal, who yet had to seek 
safety in exile, wrote to his valuable work 
(“ La Vérité ear la Russie,") 44 Russia has, 
from the time of the Mongol invasion in 
the thirteenth century down to our days, 
been nothing but an immense pyramid of 
oppression. In this vast edifioe slavish 
subjection and arbitrary force reign from 
top to bottom ; and from the bottom to 
the top there is developed, to formidable 
proportions, the official Ve, the tie erected 
into a political institution—the bitter and 
dreary fruit of the absence of all individual 
freedom, of all publicity, of all real and 
serious control. This despotism, Mdeous 
in itself, exercises a deleterious moral in­
fluence. It dries up the noble and elevated 
sentiments ; it degrades the soul ; it cor­
rupts, fierrerts, and lowers the character, 
even more among those who exercise 
that despotism than among its vic­
tims.” Unfortunately, the words writ­
ten by Prince Dolgorukoff on the 
mode of Russian government are true to 
this very hour. 44 What Is Russia, ” he 
exclaimed, 44 from a political and adminis­
trative point of view t It is an immense 
building with a European exterior, decora­
ted with a European frontage, but furnished 
and administered inside on the Asiatic 
pattern. The vast majority of Russian 
officials, disguised in more or less European 
cos tames, proceed. In the - exercise of theta 
functions, like veritable Tartars. On what 
basis does the Russian administration re 
posa T On law ? Moat assuredly not. No 
country certainly Is richer than Russia in 
laws, ordinances, and regulations of every 
kind. The Russian Code ii the most vol­
uminous on earth ; It contains fifteen thick 
volumes at more than a thousand pages 
each ; every year new supplement» are pub­
lished. But this code, so useful to the 
prosperity of the paper-mills, is s dead 
letter for the country. The first article of 
the first volume, placing the Emperor, as 
it does, above all laws, transforms all these 
fifteen thick volumes into the most voluml 
nous pleasantry.

It is known that in Russia there exists a 
variety of parties—or rather, because the 
word 44 parties" Implies an organised pub-

The piercing of the longest tunnel in 
the world has thus been achieved to seven 
years and five months—a rapidity of exe­
cution quite unprecedented, for relatively 
to its length the St. Gothard has been 

to a fourth of the time occupied in 
the boring of the Hauensteto tunnel, and 
to leaa than half the time taken by the 
Mont Cento. TMs great advance in the 
art of tunnel-driving to due to the more 
extended application of machinery, and 
above all to the efficiency of air oompress- 

invented by Professor Colladon, of 
Geneva. The perforators, actuated by 
these compressors, do their work with 
marvellous swiftness. In two hours one 
machine drills twenty-six holes 1.20 
metres deep to a face of rook some two 
metres square. The holes are then filled 
with dynamite, charged and fired, every 
explosion dislodging some two and a half 
cubic metres of rock. The point of at­
tack for the perforators to always the 
upper part of the finished tunnel of the 
future ; the floor of the passage they olear 
out being afterward blasted and wrought 
down by hand to the required level. ’The 
locomotives used in the tunnel aregmoved 
by compressed sir, and the ventilationjto 
provided from the same source. Hi 
are also need for dragging the waggons, 
but owing to the intense hast and the 
closeness, the mortality among them to 
very great. Out of a stud of forty, 
die on an average every month. The men 
worked night and day to shifts at eight 
hours each; the 
tag, and they are 
quent holidays. Great 
had to be exercised in the admission of 
outriders to the galleries, as a walk of sev­
eral miles to the stifling heat and vitiated 
atmosphere might eerily prove fatal to 
persons with weak hearts or a tendency to 
congestion of the brain, and even the 
healthy who venture In for the first time 
have often oooasion to regret theta 
temerity. The scene in the interior of the 
tunnel is weird in the extreme ; the pitchy 
darkness, relieved only by the glare of a 
few lamps, the shrieking of leoemotivea, 
the blowing of horns, the tramp of horses, 
the vibration of the perforators, the ex- 
iloelon of mines, the continual passage of 
teavily-laden waggons, the 

naked men plying pick-axe* 
shovel—all these things mingled" together 
create an impression never to be forgotten.

oay in rains a eignt 
labour is very try- 
compelled to take f ra­

rest circumspection has

8 wise journals estimate that the use of 
the 8t Gothard -tunnel —ill take annually 
$180,000.000 worth of freight business from 
the French railways'.

At Porches ter, Hants, the other day, a 
roll of bank notes, confined by an elastic 
band, amounting to £225, was found 
among the seaweed washed up by the re­
cent gales.

In a will case tried the other day in 
Dublin, it appeared that on the marriage 
ef the testatrix she described herself as 
being 32 years of age, whereas, in reality, 
she was close on 70.

A Rome despatch says that 44 the Pope 
has been carefully inquiring into the real 
condition of Ireland, with the view of as­
certaining how far it is true that the 
Catholics nourish hopes of dispoeaeieing 
Protestant landowners.”

The monument to the memory of 
Schumann has been erected in the cemetery 
at Bonn, and will be unveiled on the 2nd 
ef May next. In the evening of the same 
day a grand vocal and instrumental con­
cert will be held in the Beethoven Hall, in 
which a number of the leading German per­
formers will take part.

Mr. J. B. Hannay, the discoverer of 
artificial diamond making, writes to s Lon­
don jeweller : -441 do not in the least ex­
pect that my discovery will have any 
effect upon your business, as the cost of 
producing very small quantities of sub­
stance like heart is so great as to relegate 
the process to a mere laboratory experi­
ment.”

A court-martial sitting in Paria haa just 
sentenced to five year»’ penal servitude a 
man named Charles Drouhto, who wss con­
victed nine years ago of having given in­
formation to the Germans during the 
siege, and who, having escaped from 
prison during the Communists insurrection, 
was recaptured under very peculiar cir­
cumstances.

44 The 4 French of Paris,’ and of other 
Gallic towns of any interest, «re beginning 
to oomplato bitterly of the 4 Boston,’ ” 
says the London World. 44 Wherever 
there to anyttang to see or do, America 
will be also ; end will insist on dancing its 
national dance to every time, valse, polka, 
mazurka, galop, or even quadrille, with 
the effect of clearing the floor of those who 
are keeping to the programme.

Straaburg to excited over the exploits of 
mysterious stranger who goes about 

■tabbing women. As soon as he perceives 
an “unprotected female," he saunters up 
to her in a leisurely way, and strikes her 
on the right breast with his weapon, in­
flicting a slight wound of from half to 
three-quarters of an inch deep. He has 
succeeded in «tabbing no fewer than fifteen 
women and girls to this manner.

It to not generally known, says London 
Truth, that Mr. J, Russell Lowell, the 
newly-appointed American Minister to 
London, is a lineal descendant of one Per- 
civil Lowell, an English merchant, who 
emigrated from Bristol to the year 1639. 
Several of Mr. Lowell’s ancestors have 
been prominent to the history of New Eng­
land, and all have been renowned for theta 
intellect, scholarship and integrity.

A London lady on her way to Bond street 
as accosted by a middle-aged, well-' 

dressed man, who, after some conversa­
tion, requested the lady to come and dine 
with Mm at a café which he named. She 
at once consented, when he instantly 
hailed a cab, opened the door himself, and 
requested the lady te step in. She made 
some excuse, and requested him to get into 
the cab first On his doing so she shat the 
door on Mm, and called out to the driver : 
44 Drive this gentleman to a police station 
aa quickly as possible.’’ ,

Père Didon, to a lecture at the Eglise de 
la Trinité, in Paria, the other day, adopted 
a somewhat novel tone for a Romanist 
The preacher wishes to prove the necee-

Sof the harmony between Catholicism 
modern society. According to the 

conclusion of Pen Didon, there is only, 
one philosophy worthy of attention, 
namely, that wMch résulta from the in­
cessant progress oi the sciences, and wMch 
aopta aa axioms the facts acquired by ex­
perimentation. Light comes from the 
laboratory, said the preacher, and that 
light must be communicated to the Church.

44 The Princess de C. the other day, on 
the occasion of her twenty-second birth­
day,’’says the Parisian, “gave a dog-feast. 
Each of the guests was to bring his or her 
favourite dog, and beside the master’s 
cover a silver platter was laid for hie dog. 
Each four-footed guest had a footman so 
wait upon him. The Princess de C. be­
longs to the Faubourg Saint-Germain. To 
think, too, that there are newspapers by 
the dozan wMoh live by reporting inch 
absurdities and scandals, and in propagat­
ing the erroneous idea that there are still 
grands seigneurs and grandee dames to 
France.

The first number of the official organ of 
the Italia Irredenta haa appeared to Naples 
under the title of L' Italia degli Italian. In 
the introduction it to stated that the Italia 
Irredenta looks upon the semi-official or­
gan of the Government with contempt, and 
on the Government itself with pity. The 
first article defines the object of the so­
ciety, wMoh to stated to be the annexation 
to Italy of all the Italian districts at pre­
sent not under Italian rule. The second 
article states that for the present steps are 
only to be taken for acquiring the Trent 
and Trieste districts, as being primarily 
necessary foe the security of Italy.

The general results of the returns of 
births, deaths, and marriages to France for 
187$ have just been published. The total 
number of births was 936,000, of which 
869,000 ware legitimate and 67,000 illegiti­
mate. The still-born numbered 43,000, 
and the deaths 839,000. The births thus 
exceeded the deaths by 98,000, against 
142,000, the excess to 1877. There was, 
therefore, a considerably smaller Increase 
of population in 1878 than to 1877. Mar­
riages, on the contrary, slightly increased. 
There were 279,094 to 1877, and in 1878 
there were 279,892—a difference, however, 
of only 8w) to favour of 1878.

The members of the House of Lords re­
ceive to pay, pensions, As., £361,47013s 9d 
per annum. There are 275 Conservative 
and 206 Liberal peers. Five peerages date 
from the thirteenth century, five from the 
fourteenth, 13 from the fifteenth, 20 from 
the sixteenth, and 59 from the seventeenth. 
The members of the House of CommonsThe completion of the work, now that the . ™ ... .

two galleries are joined and a free circula- -«°®™ £107,962 13. lid per annum from
tien of ato to established, will be compare 
lively easy. The tunnel to expected to be 
ready for traffic by the end of September, 
and tbs entire system of wMch it to the 
centre to the rammer of 1882. The great 
engineering triumph, of which the St. 
Gothard tunnel to at once the monument 
and the consummation, thotfgh a peaceful, 
haa not been a bloodless, one. Between 
sixty and seventy men have been killed by 
the premature explosion of mines and 
m (shape ; many more have been seriously

Three young anglers of Genoa were pre­
paring dynamite torpedoes fer fish, to a 
tavern at Cornlgliano, when the dynamite 
exploded. Two of them were killed and 
the third seriously wounded, and the house 
was knocked to pieces.

Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, the philan­
thropist, in a curious tract compares the 
relative cost of religion, living, education, 
rum, and tobacco. Rum costs the country 
yearly $667,638,502 ; re.igion, $47,630,460 ; 
and education, $96,406,727. Rum, she 
says, oeata each person $17 a year, whether 
they drink it or not. The question natur­
ally arises, why not drink It, then I

The Family Physician says that there to 
no more valuable indication of disease 
than the temperature of. the body aa meas­
ured by the thermometer, and especially 
in the case of children. It gives early in­
formation of disease, and admits of an In­
fected child being set apart before mischief 
to done. The Physician consequently ad­
visee mothers to learn how to use a olmloal 
thermometer—a very simple process. The 
proper temperature ef the body to 98. 
Fahrenheit.

the publie Treasury. The fighting inter' 
esta are represented by 261 members, the 
peerage intereste by 193 members, the law 
interests by 118 members, the railway in­
terests by 135 members, and the commer­
cial and manufacturing interests by 134 
members.

London Truth says 44 4 Society’ In a 
large southern seaport haa been shocked by 
the elopement of a young lady not yet of 
age, who poasaese» a fata amount iff money, 
with a tram-oar conductor, who has left 
behind him a wife and several children. 
The couple are reported to have sailed for 
America. An unpleasant little family 
scandal has arisen, too, to a western 
county. The elder daughter ef a country 
gentleman was engaged to the owner of an 
estate to the neighbourhood—an excellent 
match in every way. But a week before 
the wedding-day a family friend arrived to 
break the astounding news that the bride­
groom had just married her younger atoter, 
who had been absent from home for a few 
weeks visiting friends.”

A fellow can’t dig Mams without moving 
a mussel.

Ths reason why “ Myrtle Navy" to­
bacco haa taken so strong a hold upon the 
smoking community to because it to the 
genuine article. No man haa a desire to 
smoke anything else than tobaooo. Even 
opium is not smoked for the pleasure of 
smoking it hut for its soporific effects.
The desire for tobaooo to, of course, beat 

by getting the pure article, and 
when to thl» la added the finest quality 
the satisfaction to complete. Theee two 
things are combined to the "Myrtle 
Navy.”

SCIENCE NOTES.

Dr. Sydney Maraden, says the Mature, 
has discovered » substance in wMch carbon 
is soluble and from which it crystallizes 
•u: p-.r-ly to graphitoidal and partly In 

adamantine forms. The adamantine crys­
tals exhibit beautiful octahedral shapes 
under the microscope and scratch sapphire 
readily.

Dr. Kaiman finds that zinc, introduced 
into steam-boilers for preventing incrusta­
tion, effects the purpose where the waters 
are selenitic ; but where the waters con­
tain carbonates of lime, magnesia, and iron, 
zinc does not proven; incrustation. The 
zinc first becomes brittle and porous, and to 
then rapidly rednoed to powder.

When the St. Gothard tunnel was com­
pleted, a medal was presented to all the 
men engaged to the work. The medal 
which was struck at Geneva, has on one 
side the arms of Gmnanis, Italia, and 
Helvetia, with the motto Viribus Unitis, 
and on the other side an inscription ip Ger­
man and Italial—“To the Men of the 
Gothard Tunnel ’’

The Millers’ International Exhibition 
will be opened at Cincinnati on May 31, 
and will be closed a fortnight later. The 
exhibits will be divided into 11 classes— 
motive power, steam boiler and engine 
fittings, milling machinery and millers’ 
supplies, grain, products of the mill, bread 
and crackers, baking powder and yeast 
bags and b.gging, scales, barrel labels, and 
miscellaneous articles and apparatus.

The result of the experiments with heavy 
guns and test targets at Spezzis in the 
autumn of 1876 has been the production of 
compound armour-plates for ships of war. 
These plates consist of steel having an iron 
backing. Liquid steel is poured on the 
heated iron plates, and the latter becoming 
partially fused, a most intimate weld is ef­
fected, the steel running into the fibrous iron 
and the iron into the steel. All the new 
iron-olads are to be protected with this 
description of plate.

Fleitmann haa discovered that by 
one-eighth of I per cent, ot magnesium to 
fused niokel or cobalt, these metals, 
whether oold or hot, are capable of being 
easily forged or rolled into sheets. Cobalt 
alloyed with magnesium becomes very 
hard, and when polished, surpasses nickel 
in lustre and wMtenesa. Both the cobalt 
and the nickel, treated as above, remain 
untarnished when exposed to the atmos­
phere, and when oast in moulds have the 
same properties as cast steel.

Major Sharrat says that the prevailing 
ignorance of the proper way to burn il­
luminating gas results in great injury to 
health and comfort, as well aa in heavy 
pecuniary loss. He estimates that of all the 
giewhich pastes through a meter, froni 30 
to 50 per cent, is wasted. The principal 
causes of this enormous waste are bad 
burners, excessive pressure, and unsuitable 
arrangements of gas globes and fittings. To 
insure the best results with the greatest 
economy, it is essential to bum gas under 
low or very moderate pressure, with the aid 
of good burners and efficient regulators.

A scientific explanation is asked by Mr.
S. J. Capper of certain facts observed by 
Mm during the time the Lake of Con- 
etanoe was frozen over last winter 

occurrence which happened only 
twice during the past 185 years. When 
the air was perfectly still and the frost in­
tense,the ice broke away in themiddle of the 
lake, and, craeMng upon that near the < 
shore, piled itself up in great heaps. 
Every twelve hours there was a forward 
and backward movement of ice fields. 
Can tMs be due to s true tidal movement t 
Again, near the shore, there were large 
white sputa seen in the ice, some of them 
having a diameter of two or three yards. 
When these wMte spots were pierced, gas 
escaped, wMch, when ignited, produced a 
flame from two to six feet in height.

Prof. A. H. Sayce pleads very earnestly 
for a scientific alphabet. He says :—
“ Writing should represent clearly, 
tersely, and as nearly aa possible the indi­
vidual sounds of words, and, unless it does 
this,' it has not advanced much beyond 
those infantile stages of growth through 
wMoh we have watched it struggling to 
pass.” One symbol should be framed for 
each principal sound of a language, so that 
any new word can be correctly pronounced 
at once. An alphabet which does 
not enable ns to do this is, in Ms opin­
ion, irrational and inadequate. An ade­
quate alphabet would not disturb the 
science of etymology, because that deals 
with sounds, not with letters. “ If,” he 
concludes, “ the history of writing has 
taught us anything, it is that writing is 
perfectible, and that what was done to old 
days by those whose civilization we are apt 
to consider inferior to our own can be 
done also by ourselves.”

The Nature contains a very sensible re­
mark about milk, which may well arrest 
the attention of consumers. In every 
grievance that arises on the score of bad or 
tainted milk, let us at least learn to dis­
trust the last place it haa been in rather 
than the first, and ask ourselves whether 
it to not possible that a eubttance wMch 
has already gone so far out of its way to 
serve ns may not have been finally '• put 
upon” to a manner for wMch our own end 
of the transaction to alone responsible. 
Let it be borne in mind that our care 
of the milk we purchase to more impor­
tant than that wMch precedes 
for two obvious reasons—first, that
we receive it at a late period of its life, 
when b has already suffered from previous 
ill-usage, and to, therefore, more supoepti- 
ble of injury ; and, secondly, that we re­
ceive it in small quantities, and thereby 
expose a proportionately larger surface to 
contamination.

A- T- STEWART'S WILL.
A Claimant Attaches Part af the Estate.

White River Junction, Vt„ March 
18.—Shortly after the death of A. T. 
Stewart, of New York, Alexander Stewart, 
of Cavendish, went to that city to contest 
the will of dapesssd. He returned, having, 
as he averred, obtained a promise of $100,- 
000 to money and some property. He 
now claims the terms of the contract have 
not been complied with. On Tuesday he 
attached all tiie A. T. St wart property in 
Woodstock village, consisting of mills, 
boarding-house, tenement houses, and » 
residence. The trial will probably take 
place in May,

The morbid desire to possess articles of 
any description belonging to persons who 
have met with a violent death waa singu­
larly exemplified at a recent sale to Indi­
ana of the personal effects of John Brown, 
a murdered farmer. The sale was remark­
able fur tiie extraordinary prices the goods 
broar it. The first bid on an iron kettle 
waa tS ; four chisels and a hatchet in » 
carpenter’s box brought $10 ; and other 
things to proportion. A large number of 
pieces of dress goods and embroidery were 
sold at five times theta value, aa tiie idea 
waa prevalent that they wore stolen and of 
extra quality. All the personal effects, 
worth about $200, sold for nearly $1,000. 
At the eonoloeion of the sale the crowd 
overran the premises, tearing the shingles 
off the house, and cutting off pieces of the 
fence and ban aa robes.

An article in London Society contains 
interesting account of Dr. Lingard, the 
admirable and impartial Roman Catholi* 
historian of England, who from 1811 to 
1851 was priest of Hornby, Lancashire. 
He was as much beloved by his Protestant 
neighbours as by those of Ms own faith, 
and affords, perhaps, the only example to 
England of a Roman Catholic dignitary 
haring a monument to Me memory to a 
Protestant church.' One of his most inti­
mate friends was the Protestant vicar, and 
no dinner party was thought compléta 
without the Doctor. Brougham, Pollock, 
Scarlett, and the ether lights of the 
Northern Circuit always tried to get a 
day with Lingard when on circuit, end 
Francis Jeffrey, the reviewer, was a regu­
lar visitor. Dr. Lingard declined the 
Presidency of Maynooth, and later a 
Cardinal s hat With his old pupil, Car­
dinal Wiseman, he kept up s life-long ear-


