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Wednesday, February 29, 1871.

Ox Monday, the 13th cutrent, the Very

fore the Mqmbers of the Catholic Insttute
here, on * The fiotprints of Missionaries.”
1%e Rev. Lecturer bogan by showing that
the triamphs of Religion dilfered widely from
the trinmphs of the worldly conquerer. In
the track of the one, came safferings and
misery, in that of the other, gladuess and
happioess. e then passed on to show how
universal was the idea of a coming Saviour
among all nations and peoples. Oun the
banks of the Tiber and of the Ganges, poets
sang of his advent. Traditions twld to
Eastern nations that this expected one!

the learned Lecturer proved to a demon-
stration from anclent monuments discovered |

in the Empire. The various mi-ionr_ﬂ

resorted to by them to gdnmlmiulonwf
China and win the confidence of its jea)dus |

eloguence. The profciency of the Mission-
waries ia the sciences of astronomy and mathe-
matics, elicited the admiration, and won the
confidence of the Chinese Rulers. Liberties
and privileges came thus to be bestowed on
the Christians—science serving as a key to
throw open the doors by which Christianity
was to ester. Listening to Dr. McDonald's
lecture, and the enumeration of all the great

turer showed—it might be puzzling to many

inhabitants. 1his apparently unusnal phe- |
nomenon may be explained by the over-

of dynasty, but a change in every thing—re-
ligion, laws, anl eves manners. It is a|

traasformeation of the minutest character. |ing her tirst royal visits through the empire,
‘I he polity and institutions of one people are [ a loyal subject journeyed some torty miles
for a time submerged beneath the tide of | to see her make her entry into one of the
invasion, and a new order of things begins. 1clli|'f cities.
‘I he work of the missionaries, not only, but | he was wont to plume himself upon having

their works also are swept away in these
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70 & pwrson of Mr. Laird's vanity and
ambition, the dlscussions of the last fow
days in the House of Assembly, mast have
proved equally fiattering and gratifying. |
Even & very hwable individual might be|
d i In similar cir he
:xxpdml the promptings of a little natur-

conceit. To be a subject for the deliber-
Bov. Dr. MeDonald deliversll o loctare bo-i oo, o6 wisdom, fulls 1o the lot of fow.
But of the few Mr. Laird has become one.
For several days, from “morn till dewy <
eve,” the attention of Honorable Members taken bLis seat in the Council Chamber,
has been monopolised by Mr. Laird, and | Which was thronged with a large number of
Mr. Laird's election. .l:luqm. h",‘h\dh. and gentlemen, he summoned the

ded on

ot
par

acumen, research, have been expen

the great theme, and Mr. Laird has listened | This having been complied with, and the
to the debates with the quiet sell-conscious- | Hon. John Yeo having been elected Speak-
mess of & man who felt in his own mind " His Honor opened the Legislature with
convinced, that his proper place was not | tbe following

| among humble citizens, outside, but among |
| grave senators inside the bar of the House

| Ater many & wide and mortifying miss. to
make even the smallest approach to a hit is
would come from the west, and to the West- | consoling. The disastrous issues of Mr. i
ern peoples that be would arise in the East. | Laird’s electioneering campaigns are points |
From the cradle of Christianity, the Lectarer | of contethporary history, with which the | rate my officlal intereourse with the repres nt-
toaced the ronte of its first Apostles, dwelling [ community is well acquainted. Ilis last|ive
more especially upon their labors in the defeat though in reality the most over- |
Bast. China, at & very early date, had re- whl'v!miuz of all his disasters, was by aja-q | y
ceived & knowledge of Christianity. This | C¥icus freak of fortune turned into lis

| greatest succegs. Never before was his! without which I caunot hope th acquit myself

total Gefeat auything but certain.

clognenge.
upon qualiti

own exertions, is landable. Mr.

with right reason.

his ambition to serve his fvllow colonists in

His pen, his oratory, and all
,

Parliament.
his faculties hare been repeatedly

the people for acceptance, and ted.

length, however, matters so turn up that in | 4
very despite of the people's wish, Mr. Laird
is all but returned a member of the House,
eaterprises under:aken for the conversion of | just as if fate had chosen thus to recom pense |
those vast empires—enterpriscsnot curtainly | long enduring perseverance, and show the
barren, but prolific in rich fruits, as the lec- | world how estimable itis. Ilad Mr. Laird

succeeded in being admitted to take

Laird be consoled.

quire.

When Victoria was roung and was pay-

But | qutes which the Queen has been geaciously |
after the last elertions a doubt positively
existed whether Mr. Laird were not really
enterprises from the remotest dates "'"‘]- veritable Member of Parliament, with =
graphically described to the aadience. Th-‘ free field to Lecome ecither a Rupert in de-
endurance of the Missionaries; the plans |bate, or » Nestor in wisdom and honeyed "#ih! ¢ &
It is un insult to cast a suspicion
'8 which a man ought to have,
people and suspicions rulers, wero all told, | but to doubt If a person be not really the
in pointed detail, with aa eaty aad natural ‘ possessor of fortuitous honors secured by his
Laird®
| complacency therefure is quite in keeping
For years it has been

id befor

At}

the
to uaderstand how Christinnity is even at| oaths and a seat, he would, we doubt not,

the present day thinly represented in these | have been ever after a firm believer in the
regions, and litde understood among the | Napoleonic theory of destiny. Let Mr.
If he has not got the
oyster, he has certainly secured the shell.
whelming revolutions which over and anon | He has actually for once grazed greatness
sweep athwart the countries—one of which | His name has become interworen with the
was admirably described by the lecturer. | acts of the Legislature, whether us warp or
‘These revolutions involve not only a change | woof or perishable nap, it is useless to en-

For the remainder of his day

Farliamentary,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
| Ox Wednesday last, Lis Ionor Licuten-
ant Gorernor Robinson,escorted by his Aides-
de-Camp and a troop of Voluntaer Cavalry,
proceeded to the Colonial Building, where
he was received by a Guard of [lonor, com-
posed of City Volunteers. After having

| Members of the House of Assembly thereto.

SPEECII:
Mr. Presilent and Fonorable Genllemen of the
Legis'atice Com..cil;
Mr. Speaker and Gent'emen of the House of
Assemb! y ;

t affords me great satisfaction te inangn-

anches of the Leglslstgre of Prince |

Edward island. 1am
of Ineeting you ~o

d to have an oppor
m aller my arval,
to sodert, at your|
wperation and supp ort |

runlry

s casion

hands, that cordial co-

a1 ald wish of the highly e

sponsih'e |

pieascd Ly entrust Lo my care.

e no opportani ¥ of wakine myself ac- |
quainted with local wan s and circumstances,
Wt bepe that

v be

dvice and assistanes
et to the
crata atnc y u o

of the Colaany

I osome measure, suboony

sl s whil v e

anitiz prosp oty .

will be commuinieated to s ou duiing the vours
of the Soxslo, I trust vou will beileve that
1ave no enrnester weshythan that horeafter y
may ! ble to Jook bick to my administ

8/ tion, as a periol dunng which the welfare of
the people was the chiet object and desire of |
those cutiusted with the mau gement of public |
aflai's, |

1 had the plea-ure of a-si gat the oprning
of the General Exhibithim which wis held in
tly after my arrival.  1m
tmportance of enes

e Chatlotte vwn sho

ressed with the |

compeitlon amongst th

pursuits, | was g od to aval myself of |
rly oppertunity

products of the Calony,

that «
the staple and 1 was
wueh stiuck with the marks of indusiry aud |
prosress which the Extubition afforded.

of examining = me of

We have no little cause 10 be grateful for

the protection vouchsafed to us dunng Ill-i

past year Aun abuniant harvest. undisturb |
ed public hesl'h, g neral comtentment and |
peace, are blessings for wh ch we cannot be

and which it

too earnestly thankful, Is our|
duty 1o acknow e with tecilugs of siucere |
and humble gra‘itude. |

Mr Speakcr and Geut'emen of the llouse of As-
srmlly;

The F mates have heen car fully prepared
and will be submitted 1o yo
the u-ual anuual accounts.  You wi .
with pleasure, that an lmprovement luuL[
ptace tn the Revenus last v oar to the'extentof

|over £.000: and I pm confident that yon will
proside tor the n“l tements of the current
vear with such Liberality, ns will enable my
Government fully to maietain tue efliciency of
1!l devurtments of th. pablic service |

wccompanied by |
| bserve

Mr. President and Il norable Gentlemen of the

8| Legisiutive Council; |

| be secn on the face of it

| Laird had n maje

| at the head of the poll duly clected

made his way so close to royalty, thiat he

Revalutions, and the task of penetrating into | had hold of a man who had hold of the car-

the locked empire, and conciliating the

riage in which it was scated. We see no

reigning potentates, has to be again under- } reason why Mr. Laird should not console

taken. Nor isit only the Revolution such | his declining years with a like retrospect.

as we have here allnded to, that Christianity
has to struggle against—it has also to con-
tend with the whims and jealousies of sub-
officials, whase avarice is insatiable, and!
whose caprice defles calculation. Thus it |
happens that the eflorts of the missionaries
are constantly checked by the ever changing
nature of the Government.

The Rev. Dr. McDonald pointed out the
rapid advances made in the English settle-
meuts of Hong Kong, where a stable gov-
ernment gave the missionaries a solid foun-
dation on which to rest. A college had been
established there, which had received high
cucomiums from th¢ Governor, and was|
produetive of much good among the natives.
Ample justice was dohe to the zeal of the
Jesuits who have been, as it were, the
pionneers of every missionery enterprisc in
the East. To leave out the Jesuits in speak-
ing of missions to Pagan Lands, would, as
thoe lecturer said, be to act the play of Ham-
let with the part of Hamlet left out.

We have only here given a feeble outline
of an admirable lecture, filled with instruc-
tion, elegantly set forth. The research and
reading displayed were undoubtedly great,
thongh not perhaps greater than the ability
of the lecturer led us to auticipate. Some
charming descriptions of Chinese cities aud
scenery were introduced from time 4o time,
and the curious diplomacy carried on be-
tween the Missi ies and the Mandarins,
was described with much quaintness. The
vast ramifications of the secret counspiracy,
which fioally drove the reigning dynasty
from the throne, and established thereon a
prinee of the Tartar race,were ably depicted
and conveyed to the audience an excellent
iden of the Revolutionary Societies, which
are at present plotting and planning the
overthrow of Euaropean civilization. In
conclusion, we hope to see the suggestion of
D, Reddin, Esq., carried into effect, and the
legture printed. The instruction it conveys
would more than justify the proceeding.
We trust withal to have the pleasure of
tracing, at some futare time, in company
with the shme learned guide, the * Foot
priots of Missionaries” in other quarters of
tho globs. °

‘We beg to direct attention to Dr. Hob-
kirk's ‘letter in another colomn. We are
glad to ses the Patriof take the matter up,
‘and trust _the efforts now being put

He bas battled with the obstructing crowd
perseveringly, and perhaps even ferociously.
He has elbowed and talked,now in soothing,
now in menacing tones, as men will do who
attempt to penetrate dense crowds. He has
edged his way bit by bit to the very carriage
of State, and has evinced some slender hopes
aof being able to enter it. But this we think
is destined to be Mr. Laird's climactric of
success in his search after Legislative honors.
Our adrice to him, therefore, would be care-
fully to store it away in his memory, Let
him mark it as a white day on his calendar, |
and annually on its recurrence assemble hisf
friends, and tell them how in his manhood’s |
prime, he managed by accident once to
come so close to the chariot of State as to
catch hold of the man who had hold of the |
carriage. llow he was forced to relax his
hold may be passed over in suggestive reti-
cence.

HERE is a picture of our *‘noble” School |
system, which the Islander of Friday last
gives us:—

“We have been informed that in one of
the public Schools in Summerside, upwards
of one hundred and fifty children are oce:
sionally to be seen crowded together. This |
school is under the charge of a Nr. Hodg- |
son, who has one assistant under him. Mir.
Hodgson is, we believe, a very efficient
teacher, but it is simply absurd to suppose
that he, and one assistant—a young woman
—can do justice to so many children. We!
spend anunally a very large sum of mnoney
upon Education, but our schools generally
are inefficient.”

|
|

This must be gratifying to the soul of Mr. |

the kind of schools above described, in
which the mere rudiments of a godless edu-
cation are taught, is just the thing for this
Colony. !
- ‘

Tnz Halifax Chronicle of the 8th instant, |
contains the following paragraph :—

“P. E. Israxpers Aproan. — About one
hundred natives of P. E. Island have formed
an asscciation in Boston, mainly for soclal
purposes, hut with some political thoughts, as
they have adopted resolutions favoring thean-
nexation of the Island to the United States.”

What does it mean? Will any of the ini-
tiated inform an expectant public? If the
“one hundred”—to become historical, they
should comprise * three hundred " — are

golag to gobble us up, willing or unwilling,

we fear they i their capacity.
We await their purposes with fear and
trembling.

Ox Monday evening last, the pupils at-
tending the schools of the Ohristian Brothers,
gave an entertainment in their Hall, which
was crowded on the eccasion. The pro-
gramine consisted of three little dramas,
with music and recitations interspersed.
When the ¢ :age of the performers, the
humerous first appearances, and all the

| of considerable merit. The Brothers have
willing 0 show what three months of
; oould effect on youthful pu-

| ate

| that secunty for the pul
| want of which v Is not right they sho ! be | ed as nore

Laird and those who agree with him that|®

AMr Spcaker and Gentlemen of the Ilouse of As-
sembly;

Papers on several important suhjects will be
prescuted to you.  Among them you will find
an answer fiom the Seervtary of State to th
ress Lo Her Maj sty from the Leglalative
Councll on the subject of the Farm atteched
to Government louse, and also a communica- |
tiow in wlich 1 am instructed to spply to the |
Leg slature for legal authorby to piohibit the |
export of Arms trom Prince Edward Islarvd,
when oecaslon may require, and of which 1
beg to lnvite your considerzon.,

You arc aware that the prohibitory instine-
tions which were insued to Custom Hous: of |
ficers, in the month of August, with respect to |
the then presaliing practce of admitning Unit-
ed Staces fishing vesscls to enter int po.ts
of this o
The question wax submitted to Her Ma

my. have since been withdrawn |

ST

the reply which I received from the Sccretary
of State ennbled me to suspend the reatr ctions |

called upon to impose

wards the completion of the new pablic build- {
Ing In Charlottetown, whici, 1t Is cxpecred,
will be ready for occupstion in S ptember |
next.  The luerased accommaodation which |
will then be available for the severa. depart- |
ments of Government. wihil facilitate the per- |
formsnce of the public businiss, and |
reeords to the |

exposed. |

You are awa:e that the laws rela‘ing to the
Savings' Bank, it the deposits rece vable at |
that bank to £30,000. This li+it has uow |
been reached, and it is desirable, in order o
ive full effict to the system. Lthat the amount
f Deposits, allow d by law o be reccived,
should be extended.  You cannot fail to be
gratiled at the evidence of the prospeitty ol
your populatior, which ls manifested by the
prescut condition of this most valuatle wnst-
tution.

In consequence of the limi'ation Imposed by
law as to the duration of the terms of the Su- |
preme Court, it fivquently occurs that causes |
stand over from one termn Lo another, W lln"
at lncouvenience of suitors. It would be
advisable to provide t at the Courts shall ol
a suffici'nt time to admit of the trial of all
causes Lthat may happen to be upon the dock-

(LB

1 am of opinion that the facilities for the
transport and shipment of the productions of
Prince Edward lsland are now Inalequate.
and that yoa would do well to consider the vx-
pediency of constructing a Ratiroad through
the Isisnd, and of depening the water in sev

eral of its harbor id ut the public wlarves,
by means of dredging.

The A-ylum for tusane persons does not af-
ford suficicnt sccomuuniation for the Lunatics
of the Coluny, several of whom have be un-
til very recently, conflied in the Comn.on
Gaol. 1t will be necessary to provide funds
for the enlurgement of the A-ylum, In order
that it may be r ndered commensaiate to the
present requirements of the Colony.

Having vow communicated to you my views
on the questions which will, probably, occupy
your chief atientiol n, 1 will no
longer detain you Il ation. It
is my sincere desire that cordial relations may
be established between your Honorable Houses
and mysell;, and that the session may roult in

legislation satisfactory to yoursclves and
beneficial to the whole community.

The following offices were appointed by
the House : —J McNeill, Esq., Clerk; Mir.
W. W. McLean, Assistant Clerk; N. Con-
roy, Esq., t at Arms; Rev. Thoimas

nean, Chaplain; D. O'M. Reddin, Esq.,

Du
Law Clerk; Mr. Angus McKianon, Hn:qn-
ot 0. B, Jhrvw, Boy. Bepesters;
. . M. Howe, e 3
Mr. Archd. McNeill, Summary Reporter. i
The Hon Mr. Pope read to the House the
names of the Officers and Members of the
Government, of whichhe was Leader. Bei
known to the readers of the Hemavrp, it

w to them here. The Hon.
B. Davi the Government to task
for an uncounstitutional course in

their seats the Members for
the First

T
tonslderuble progress has been made to- |

Tuunsoay, Feb. 16.

The House went into Committee on the
Rules and Orders by which the same should
be guided, when Mr. Perry raised the ques-
tion whether it would not he advisable to
dispense with the rule which places in the
hands of the Executive the sole privilege of
initiating into thé 1louse all matters rehdn&
to the expenditure of the public money. Thi
rlulo furudis Members to bring any ;noln—
tion or tion pra for a grant of mon-
oy bofmi’:‘the ll-?uu{‘:n‘nl the people imagine
from this circumstance that their interests
are neglected by their representatives. It
was contended on the other hapd that if the
rule wera abolished, the Gov ent, which
is the only responsible body to ths people
for the management of the public funds,
would be deprived of the necessary control
over the revenueand expenditure. Besides,
all petitions sent in to the Executive, were
dealt with impartially, and provided for as
far as the finances of the Colony admitted.
The rule was, therefore, allowed to stand
After some alluosions to the cross-firing of
yesterday the [oun. Leader of the Govern-

meont submitted a resolution to the effect |

that the special matters contained in the re
turn to the writ of Election for the First Dis-
trict of Queen’s County, were such us to re
quire an investigution under the laws rclat-
ing to elections.

Hon. Atty. General proceeded to explain

| the course pursued by His llonor the Lieut. | vy

Governor, and Crown Law Oflice s, tonch
ing the lligh 8 "s return of the Writs of
Election for the First District of Queen's
County. Tha return in question, he said.
was not absolate, and uneqiivocal, as could
[he return was
simply a return of the facts of the case, and
not, as in other cases, an absolate and un-
equivocal [le then proceeded to
read from the returns of the

ffect that certain of the presiding oflicers
and poll clerks, at some of the Polling Di-

| comply with the regnirements of the Elec-
tion Laws. and did not qualify themselves | e 4
irge of their res- | the prople of one of their direct and most | then, the votes were recorded as

entering upon the d
pective duties. The Sherifl, therefore, deem-
ed it his duty to make a reta n of the special
and circnmstances connected with s
tion, so that the | sdings and nis r

e

had a majority of votes polled in sgld Dis-
trict. made up by including those taken by
the said oflicers, who had | informally
I'he poll stood thus
. Laird, 821, Donald Cameron, 897, The
Sheriff further returns that he made up an-
other statement of the voting for the said
District, omitting the votes taken by the
said unqualified officers, and found that the
votes cast by the
themsclves for their dutivs were
Peter Sinclair 8, David La
ald Cameron, 553. The Sherifl’ then pro-
ceeds to state that omitling the votes taken
by the oflicers who had neglected to qualify
themselves, the said Peter Sinclair and D.
rity of votes taken by the
oficers who had formally qnalified them-
selves to act and enter upon their respective
duties.

as follows :

Hon. B. Davies said that it appeared the
election in the First District was fairly con-
ducted, with the exception of the informali-
ties of the Sheriff's/officers, and therefore the
Sheriff shonld have declared those candidates
The
Sherifl, he said, assumed the jurisdiction of
the House, and the Government transgres
ed in a llke mnanner. That hon. body alone
hd the right to be the judges and arbritra-
tors over the returns made by the Sheriff.

88

|
Hon. Atty. General contended that ns the | one of the most sacred and valuable of lhn‘

| Sheriff had not made an absolute return the | privileges of the House.

only proper and constitutional maode had N

been procecded with on the part of the Gov-

rnment. [
Hon. D. Davies differed with the hon. |
Member for Belfast, Mr. B. Davies, toucl
the returns in question, and considered that |}
Iis Honor the Lientenant Governor's Law
advisers had adopted the only equitable |

ine

Sherifll to the |

, 643, Don- |

retmned by the Sheriff, as elected to ser
in the House for the First Elect

David Laird, ¥

he pr d the hon. bers referred to
had some pecuniary interest in the decision
of that question.

Hon. Mr. Howlan contended that hom.
members referred to could have no pecu-
niary interest in any decision that the com-
mittee might arrive at, touching the case
under consideration.

That committee were sworn to investigatea
very different question to that set forth in
the petition alluded to by Houn. Mr. Wight-
man.

Hon. Atty. General sald that it now de-
volved on the House in Committee to give
expression to their opinions on the case ns
set forth in the Sheriff's return and papers
before them. He (Mr. Atty. Gen.) believed
and was fully convinced in his own mind
that the Sherif's officers had taken the oath
as presented by law, though they neglected
or omitted to subscribe their names to the
document.

Hon. B. Davies said that the course taken
by the Government, or Crown Law Oflicers,
in keeping back the Sheriff's return, was a
direct violation of the prerogatives of the
e was of opinion that the Sherifl
| should have returned Vessrs. Sinclair and
Cameron, they havidg a majority of votes;
|but as that oficer had returned Messrs
Sinclair and Laird, the Iatter should have
been called on to take their s leaving it
to the Honse afterwards to ¢

| Mouse

Lair| could or conld not retain In-:
| place.  He (1on. B. Davies) then submitted |
the following resolution, which, he said,

more fully expressed his sentiments: —

|
| ed
privi

|
Wheroas, it has long since been establish- |
as the undoubted and sole right and |
re of the lHouse of Assemhly, to ex-
| amineinto and detsrmine upon nll questions |
Tecting its own members, or in any wise |
Lating to #he legality or illegulity of their
returns as representatives

| And, wnereas, the infringement of such

| would prove danz
of the Itonse, and m

1 to the independence |
hit be used to 4‘1‘]”‘]\‘1"

| valned privileges, that of being represente d
|in Parliiment |
| And, whereas, it appears from the records
| of the Conrt of the High Sheriflf for Q \w-nli

nelair and David Laird as hav- |

claim Pe
ing the majority of votes to be duly elected
| Members to serve in the Lower Honse of the

Peter Sinclair, 1258, | <aid General Assembly of this Island, and | retarn, or order new writs of el

did afterwards return” that they had been |
‘ted ns the Representatives of the First |
“lectoral District of Qneen's County.

And, wherens, it further appears that the |
Crown Law Oflicers did advise the Lieut. |

made by the said Sheriff, and in accordance
with that opinion the said Peter Sinclair
and David Laird have not been summoned
to take their seats in the present House of
Assembly.

Therefore, Resolved, as the opinion of this
Committee, that the anthority vested in the
Administrator of the Government, by the
Colonial Statutes and the Common Law, is
purely ministerial and not judicial, and gives
him no power or right to determine the le-
anlity or validity of any return made by the
Sheriff, of Members to serve in the House of
Assembly, or of what should constitute a |
vacancy in their seats of its Members, that |
being the ole privilege of the House itself. |
and that the refusal to swear in, and the ex- |
clusion from their seats, of the two Members

District :
lation of |

f Queen's County, is in direet

Resolved, further, that, in order to nssert |
and maintain the undoubted right and privi- |
ege of the House, this Committee is of |
wpinion that the said Peter Sinclair and

« the Members returned, |
yy the said Sherifl, should be immediately |

sammoned to take the oath and their seats,

1 the Representatives of the sail First Elec- |

course open to them. toral District of Queen'’s County, and that

Mr. VieNeill was of opinion that the two
andidates having . major of votes should | ¢

would have a voice in the choice of Sy
and other offices of the House, and the

ted to the decision of that hon. House.
Mr. Munro reviewed the S!

that any wrong action had been taken by
the Government on the question. It was to
be regretted that any
was disfranchised,
the part of the Sheriff or his oflicers.

The Resolation, as submitted by the hon.
Leader of the Government, was then report-

Oun motion of his honor the Lender of the |
Government, the House went into Commit-
tee of Priviic nd Elections, with power |
to send for persons au. rapers. |
Ilon. Mr. Perry in the Chair.

After some time spent in Commattee ITouse !

adjourned. |
Fripay, Feb. 17.

Hon. Mr. McEachern presented a petition

from W. W. Sullivan, Esq., against the re-

Esq., as Members for the Thir
District of Quneen'’s County. id petition
sets forth that owing to certain irregulari-
ties, omissions, and illegal acts of Presiding
oftic nd Poll clerks in the said district,
ion was rendered illegal, and that
an Election of two |
Members in said district should be issned. |
And also, that the petitioner—W. W. Sul.
livan, Esq.,—be heard at the Bar of the
House in support of said petition.

Hon. Leader of the Government proceeded
to review the special return made by the
Sheriff, selting forth the facts and circuam-
stances connected with the Election of the
First Electoral District of Queen's County. |

Before entering upon the consideration of
the question, it would be well for Hon.
mcm{x-rﬂ to say if they desired to send for
those officers, whose informal proceedings |
lead to the difficulties which had arisen,
touching that election. }le (Mr. Pope) did
not consider it necessary to have the oflicers
alluded to called for as witnesses. The
books and papers submitted by the Sheriff
farnsihed the necessary information.

Hon. Mr. Wightman took exception to
the Hon. Members for Third District of
Queen's County u‘ﬂnglor voting on that
committee, a petition having been entered
agninst their own return, they were inter-
ested parties.

Hon. Mr. Kelly said he would feel relieved
if allowed to withdraw from tne investiga-
tion under consideration.

Mr. Beer would also prefer to withdraw
from the committee, if he could do so con-
sistent with his duty and positidn as a repre-
sentative of the people.

Hon. Attorney General explained the rule
observed in the Imperial Parliament in
similar cases, showing that it was Erfucuy
consistent for the Hon. members alluded to,

1 Electoral

it siderable _cross-firing forced in all such
‘e ‘congratulate thewi: on she | 4nd the Hon. Leader of the Government and | b crippled.
oury more important |the Hon. Attorney General,—the latter con-| Hon. Leader of the Government said it
0 v that a just and constitutionsl course | was not in the power of that House in Com-
=u—nr-u_¢mm mbnlb':oh-.d&.h-.-n-
be resolved into a Committee of the whole, | sworn members of that committee.

0 AR I YT I S -

ir re-| wording of t
Government by the late administration, and [turn, if illegal, could afterwards be submit-| tn the ordinary returns, showing
! | clnsively that it was a spe
rif"s return, | and not absolute, s
which last autunn the local Government feit | an said that as it was indetinite and only | Members of the Committee considered it 1
ted the facts and circumstances of the | nec
. he (Mr. Munro) could not perceive  the

| should take their seats.

| submitted the facts and circumstance

itte: ide: ar M
turn of the Hon. F. Kelly and H. lhn-r.‘"'I"""”l on all sides thai

the said tiouse should afterwards proceed th

ermine the validity or invalidity of their

have been returned by the Sheriff, then they | election in the proper constitutional way. ‘

Davies remarked on the different
heriff"s return in that case,
ry con- |
turn oaly, |
ases.  If hon. |

Hon. D

in other

wry that witnesses should be sent fur |
should come to the point, and say so,
with as little delay as possible.

Hon. Mr. Calbeck

as of opinion that the |

rtion of the people | return made by the Sheriff should have been
e of informality on | aceept

but the question was, did the

documents in gquestion constitute a return or

not? lle believed the &
his return that Messrs.

werifll intended by |
inclair and Laird

Hon. Leader of the Government reviewed
the argnments advan by the llon. B.
Davies, and showed that the Sheriffs return
in the case in question was different from
all his other returns.  The retu merely
f the

set

case to the tiouse. The statute ¢l
for*h that the two candidates h A ms
jorivy of votes should be declared elected.
Votes that were not marked objected must
n as legai and gond votes, It w
rs. Sinclair
and Cameron hal a clear majorivy of the
votes at the election in question; and know-

r

be ta

was but just and fair, on the part of ti

Committee, to carry out the expressed wish
es of the people by returning their chose
candidates, Messrs. Sinclair and Cameron,
to their seats. He (lion. Leader of the Gov-
ernment) would therefore submit the follow-

| ing Resolution :—

“ The Committee of the whole House on
Privilexes and Elections—having under con:
deration the rerurn of the Sheriff of Queen's
County to the Writ of Elcction for the first
Electoral District of Queen's County, for the
parpose of considering the special matters con.
talfied In the smd Writ, aml for ascertaluing
the reason why two members have not been
returned to represent saxd District in this
House of Assembly, find that on referring to
the Return which is attached to the Writ, the
Sherifll therein expressly declares lns intention
to return the special facts and circumstance
connected with the said Ele-tion for 1he &
District, s0 that the proceedings had thercun-
der, and hi- sald Return, might be dealt with
in such a manner as may be aeemed necessary.
The reason assygned by the Sheriff for return-
Ing these special facts and clrcumstances s,
that certain of the Presiding Officers and Poll
Clerks, at some of the Polling-divisions in the
sald District, neglected to comply with the re-
quirements of the Election Laws, in conse-
quence of their not making and subscribing
the officlal afidavits required by Statue. He
then sets forth, that at all the Polling-divis-
wns held in the sald District the respective
candidates, viz : Hon. Peter Sinclair, 1). Laird,
Esq.. and D. Cameron, Esq., had the follow-
g number of votes, thit Is to say, Peter Sin-
clalr, 1258; D. Laird, 821; ). Cameron, 897.
That by a reference to the Poll Books refer
red to, it appears that all the Fresiding Ofi-
cers and Poll Ulerks were duly sworn. as re-
quired hy Law, vither by a Justice of the Peace
or Freeho'ders, buth previously to and sfier
the close of the Poll, but that the sald Return.
Ing Oficers, in some of the Polilog Divisions,
merely falled to subseribe thel
aflidavits sn by them made :

i

in the Fimst Blectoral District of Queen's
"ounty, and that no injary or damage could
w be done to any elector of the sald

by the said Returning Officers and Poil
Clerks not having sign:d their hands to the afll-

i
i
:
i
3

| riff’s officer, inflnenced perfiaps by party

| conld not ve said that the maj

| tion,

| offic
| administered to them, thongh t

present sald First Electoral District of Quesn's
County, and tly that they are now
fuirly eptitled to thelr seats accordingly
and that the said Sheriff be di d forthwith

ance to your Homor for the development of
those resources.

We have great cause to be thankful for the

to appear at the Bar of this House, and returs
Peter Sinclalr snd Donald Cameron as mem-
bers duly elected to this House to represent
the First Electoral District of Queean's
County.”

Mr. McNeill said that any interference
with the rights of the House might lead to
serious q In his opinion, the
candidates returned by the , namely,
Messrs. Sinclair and Laird, should have
taken their seats until the House decided
otherwise. They would thon have a voice
in the appointment of the officers of the
House.

Hon. Mr. McEachern said it was quite
obvious that the Sheriff did not make a de-
finite return of any of the three candidates
alluded to as duly elected. The negligence
or omissions of the Sherif"s officers should
not exclude from their seats in that Honse,
those candidates who had a majority of the
votes of the electors.

Mr. Howatt could not see his way clear
to support the resolation submittedd by the
Hon. 'L-“ulrr of the Government. | he [louse,
he said, had no power to make good votes
of those pron el by the Bheriff to be
illegal, and th re no vote: all.

Hon. Atty. (

eral remarked that the
Sheriff did not sav the vot: s in qnestion were
illogal. T inference to be drawn from |

the hon. member's (Mr. Howntt) remarks

wns, that the omission or neglect of a Shn.L

hins, might deprive members of their seats. |
The votes in question could not be called
illeaal votes.

Mr. Ar<enanlt said he would like to have
the officers of the Sheriff examined, tonch-
inrth omissions and informalities alleged |
to have been committed by them |

Mon. V1. Callbeack said it appeared to him |

1
i

as they intended, and therefore gave

pression to their choice of candilates

ex-
Ir. |
intende | |
hy the clectors, the spirit of the law must
have heen complied with. |

on. eader of the Government wonll |
18k his colleagne, (Mr.  owa:t) whether he |

turn might be hereafter dealt with in sach | Connty and the return of the said Sherifl, | meant it to be inferred that Mr. Laird was |
|n manner as might be deemed necessary. | that after havine hell an election, in the | retarned by a majority of legal votes? It
Fhe xaid High Sheriff, therefore, returns that | First Electoral District of Queen's County, | wonld be an extremely hard ease to disfran-
Messrs. Peter Sinclair and Donatd Cameron | the said Sheriff did, as by Law directed, pro-| chise any piftion of the electors hecanse of

the mistukes of officers There were hnt |
tw

to overlook the informalities of the 8

fluenced by any party bias in the matter as |
neither of the three candidates in question
were supporters of the Government, ‘

; ol : |
Mr. Munro said the principal grievance |

Mcers who haa qualified | Gvernor that no legal return had been [ with hon. members of the Opposition, ap

peared to be, that new writs were not issued |
the time Mr. Laird tendered his resigna-
Judging from the documents befor
them. he was fallv convinced that those
rs of the Sheriff had the required oaths
v omitted
aflixing their signatnres to the oaths thev
had taken. If, therefore, they acted unds
the sanctity of the oath, the mere omiss

| of their signatures could not be n matter of |

very grave importance

He (Mr. Munro) |

| would support the resolution submitted by

the Hon. Mr. Pope.

Hon. Mr. lNowlan reviewed the whole
proceedings of the Sheriff and his oflicers,
and contended that, from the documents
submitted to that committee, ample proof
was given that the oaths required by law
had been taken by those officers.  Belie
therefore, that the votes in question w
fairly recorded, in accordance with
w
recognized by the committee.
pated the fuct that Messrs.
Cameron had a majority of the votes, as re- |
corded by the electors. Elections should |
not be overturned because of such uninten- |
tional omdssions. ‘

The Chairman of the Committee then put !
the question on the resolution of the flon. |
Lea of the Gov@tnment, in amendment |
to that submitted by the Lon. B. Davies. |
Division as follows : {

\
|
|
i
|

|

the
hes of the electors, thase votes should be

No one dis-

For U'on. Mr. Pope's resolation: 'ons. |
Messrs. Pope, Owen, owlan, DBr
Dunean. D. Davies, Kelly, McEache
Perry, Dr. Robertson, Messrs. \lunro, leer,
Arsenanit. J. A. VicDonald, Richards, A. C
sieDonald, Lefurgy, Moar—18.

Against it. —lions. Vessrs. B. Davie
Wiczhtman, Calbeck, Messrs. Howatt, \
wan, MeNeill, Meillan, Hooper,—8.
The said resolution was then reported

| acreed to.

Hon. \!r. Perry, Chairman of the Commit-
{ the whole Itouse on Privileges and
Elections, then took oceasion to remark on
the subject under consideration, and defend-
ed the course adopted by the Crown Law

| Officers and the Government, touching the
“n-m-c-q-.lln-_n in gquestion.
| the tigh § !

He also justified
as having discharged his
. by the retarns made hy
oflicer, he gaid, had been for
[ some a Member of that House, and
| was universally acknowled
| man whose integrity was unimpeachable.

| W. McGill, Eaq., lligh Sheriff, then ap-
| penred at the Bar of the lounse, declared the
| tton. Peter Sinclair and Donald Cawmeron,
| Fsq., duly elected as Members to represent
the First District of Queen's County.

w

| duties impar
[him, 1T

Moxpar, Feh. 20.
ITon. Mr. Wightman presented a Petition
j ivom inhabitants

The rule of the llouse being, that all
retitions praying for a grant of money should
be sent to the Government, the petition in
nestion was ruled out of order. The Peti-
tion of W. W. Sullivan, Esq.. agninst the re-
turn of the llon. F. Kelly und 1. Beer, Esq.,
ns Members for the Third District of Queen's
County, was read. The ohjections are based
upon the assertion that several of the offic-
ers engaged in the said election had not
complied with the law—in not being duly
sworn. Hon. Mr. McEachern moved a re-
| solution that the allegations were sufficient
[to canse an invegtigntion. llon. Atty. Gen-
eral pointed out the fact that the 1ton. Mr.
Kelly, having been re-elected, could not be
supposed to come within the petition. Hon.
Mr. Kelly showed that the petitioners were
warm snpporters of himself, and it conld
not, therefore, be their intention to put him
to the trouble of another election. Ordered
to be taken "j, on Thursday next. The
Printing of the Journals was given to lenry
Cooper—his being the lowest tender—at 31s.
6d. per sheet of four , the number be-
ing increased by 85 copies. The Addressin
answer to the Governor's Speech was read
and laid upon the table, to be taken up for
discussion to-morrow. It is as follows : —

To His lloner William Francis Cleaver Rbi:
son, Bsguire, Lieutenant Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief, &c., &e., &c.

May IT PLEASE YOUR llowon;

We. Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal suh-

jects, the House of Assembly of Piiner Edward
Island, thank you for the Speech with which

ou have opened the pi of the
gleloture.
We also thank you for the expression of
your ton at the | lon of your

official Intercourse with us; and we shall be

ir names to the| Mappy Lo co-operate with you in the discharge

of those responmble dutles which Her Majesty
has been pleased to entrust “o your care.

We fully appreciate the desire you evinee for
the public good, mid sincerely that n
after years the period of your adwinistration
will be remembered among the most -
ous and happy In the history of our Colony.

| will receve

rd tobea gentle- |

" v f Muorray Harbor (Sonth), |
| ing the mind or will of the constituency, it | praying for increased Wharf Accommoda-

p fon vouchsafed to us during the past
year,—an abundant harvest, general content.
ment, peace and health. are blessings for which
we feel continuslly shankful, and which we ac-
knowledge siucerely and humbly.

The Estimates, when lald before us, will re-
ceive our greatest attention. It Is with plea-
sure we observe the increase iu the Revenue of
the past year.

We will endeavor to provide for the require.
menta of the current vear, with such liberslity
a8 is commensurate with the resources of the
Colony, and in sech a manuer as will enable
your Government fully to malutain all depart-
ments of the pablic service.

All papers which you may be pleased to lay
before us will rece ve due consideration.

We trust the removal of the prohibltory In-
struction« which were lssued to Custom House

'licers, in the mamth of August last, with re-
spect Lo the then prevalling practiev of admit-
tng United States vessels to entry In the ports
sfthi- Island, will tend to a renewal of the
mutually sati-facpory temde relations which ex
isted between this Colony and the United States
previous Lo the abrogation of the Reciprocity
Ireaty.

We are pleased to recelve the assnrance of
the inercased accommodarion whichy will be af-
1 hy the new Public Buildi n Charlotte-
and have no doubt It will affwrd that
sccurity for the pu') be records which is neces-
wary.

ton

towy

It I« zratifying to be Intorm-d that the de-
posits in the inze bank now amount to fify
thousand pounds, ax it ls a proof of the theife
and pro=perity of our people.  We shall cheer-
ally consider any measure that may be sub-
mitted to ue for extending the uscluluess of
this most beneficial institation

We conslder it advisable that the Supreme
Court shali xit a sufflcient thine each term to
distome of all the cwases on the docket.

We eondide with your honor In the opimion

n ) res o | that the spirit of the law had been complied | that the fecilities for the shipment and trans-
evidenced by the siatisties and 1cturns whoe | visions in the First District neglectad to|right and privilege by any body or person, | iih g the voters had recorded their votes | portasion of the produc

mx ol the Colony are
| Moo 1
| insufficient, he decien of th water in
seve nl ofour riversand at our public wharves
hy ans of and the exp dicney of

o netine a Rahioal throuzh the Isiand,

our most serious considernt lon
The enlargement of the Lunatic Asylum wi'l
he daly atre d to

Relyinz upon the zaidance of Vivine Provi-
1o the hene of
your 1l
with the o~
ol vur

denre we shall onr allhty, in

discharge our
v ot promot-

winnetion wit)

dalative daties
iz he best

Intlesests low-colon-

There heing a meetine of the Executive

Conneil in the afterncon, the louse did
not meet.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The Legislative Council have electad the
the following officers : —Hon. 1. Monteom-
ery, P ent; John RBall, Esq., Clerk;
Mr. James Ramsay, Reporter; Dennis
O'Marn  Reddin, Esq., Law Clerk, and
Heary Palmer, Esq., Usher. The Rev.
lounis Charles Jenkins, D. D., has been
appointed Chaplain.  Next week in con-
nection with the summary of the Honse of
Asscmibly, we will wlso give our readers a
brief summary of the proceedings of the
Conncil.

Correspondence.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We cannot undertake to return rjected
communications.—In all cases in which mat-
ters of fact are wmvolved, Correspondents must
furnish n< with their names and addresses —
not far publi ation, but as » guarantee of an-
theuticby.

Sinclair and | -

Great Raniway Meeming ar Tigxisn.—Ae-
conding to notice, a large snd influentlal me t-
g took pla e at the Granmar Scho |l Room,

the 9th inst, fa the
the propriety of having
ViGnlway from Diguish to ' orgetown,

I.znish, on

I’ Dovle, E-q., was ealled to the chair, and
the undersionad was appointed Secretary.

Hons G W Howlan, 30 F Perrr, 1L Bell
wd 11 Reid severally addressed the nudi-
cand were w in their opimion
n Rulway from Tiznish to Georgetown
would be a bencfit o P E Lada

Messrs. Thos. J. Caie, J. J. Falrbalen and
the Chalrm i also add « the inceting, and
coluclded with the other spenkers

i hmons

Les, the following re-

vud cartled unnui-

After the severa! speee
| solutions were olfered,
mously 1 —
| Moved by Mr. T. T, Fairbairn and seconded
| by Mr. John Carter,

Whereas. That sl'uated as we are, on the
vorth side of the Is<land. having to eontend
| it hthe danzerons and 4 ult navigatioa ot
‘ the coast and harbors, deprived at the se
of the yesr when most required of any certain-
ty of an outlet for & large aud lucreasing

herefore, Resolved, as the opl ron of this
meeting, L Hallway communication fiom

Fignish e rgetown, witht 1ohes extend-
!n.;_- to, amd in the v.elmy of t Ost import-
wnt settlements. would fachiliate commerce,
d op vade more faily, open up the re-
soutevs of the Island, imcicase the Revenue,
promote the prosperity of the people, and give
us what we most require—rapid and more
certa n communication with the Dominiw of
C dda amd the Republic of the United States.
Maoved by Mr. Thos. J. Cale, seconded by
G Buote, Exq..

Whereas it appears, from statements suh-
mitted 10 this mecting that a Railway, suit-
ahie for the © quin of I E. Island, can
be constincted at a t excecding £35,000
cy. per mile, payable | Debentures av 30
years, bearing 6 per cen'. Interest, sul:ably
provided fur by a sinking fand to redcem the
same :

Therefore, Res:lved, as the mature opinion of
thix mecting, that the rgsources of this Island
warrant the und: rtaking’; sad our Represcot-
atives are he eby requested to give effect to
this expression of opinlon, by using their in-
fluence in the Legislatute 1o have the work
commenced as speedily as possible.

A vote of thenks baving been tendered to
P. Doyle. Esq . for his able and impartial con-
duct i the chair, the assembly retired to their
respective home-, buoyant with the hope of
Ing ere long. the great lron horse travels
ling from Tignish 10 Georgetown.

B. Ricnarp, Secy.

Tiguish. Feb. 10, 1871,

To tae Eprror or tne IEraLD.

The members of the Prince of Wales Institute
met on Thursday, the 12th nlt,, for the purpose
of opening it for debates and lectures.  During
the present season. the office- bearers are, as f |-
lows, viz ;— Joseph Murphy. Esq., President;
Mr. Robt. Ramsay, Vice P'resident ; Mr. Willlam
Kinsman, Treasurer  Managing Committee, —
Messrs. Danid Smith, John KRamsay, James
Henderson ; and the undersigned wiss appointed
1o act a8 retary. Afer the office.holders
were appointed and other necessary arrange.
ments made, the b of the Insti

xtended an invitation to Augustine Callaghen,

-q. to leeture before the in-titute on the follow-
Ing Thursday. In compliance with the request,
Mr. Osllaghan appeared before a large and re-

table audience on the evening appolnted.

subject of the lecture was * The Life of
Christopher Columbue.” The Irerurer hand od
his su' Joot with ense and sbilivy ; and, although
the thme ot his disposal was short. yet he ne-
quitte’ lomeelf in & manner w eliclred the
applanse of the large asd resprciable audience
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