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GOLD REGION OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Dr. Sterry Hunt's Report on the gold
region of Nova Scotia is a production of
considerable value, but as the Commissioner
of Mines, at Halifax, had gome over the
ground pretty fully in his annual reports,
the usefulness of the former is somewhat
lessened. If we were permitted to make a
suggestion to the learned members of the
geological survey, we might remind them that
there are, in this provinece of Ontario, min-
eral deposits whose development would be of
great advantage to the country and which
might with propriety be made the subject
of scientific investigation. A handy blue
book on the Lake Superior silver mines or
on the Madoe district would be acceptable.
Nova Scotia is comparatively independent
now of scientific aid, as its mines are in
good working order, whereas the Madoc dis-
trict is suffering from neglect and incompet-
ence.

GORE DISTRICT MUTUAL INS. CO.

An interesting report of the aunual meet-
ing of this Company will be found in an-
other column. It appears that tire business
is increasing, and although -the losscs

during the year were in excess of those of | Yory

former years, yet the change inthe mode of
assessment facilitated the financial opera-
tions of the Company to such a degree as
to enable all claims to be met with compar-
ative ease.
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HOW TU MAKE THE ST. LAWRENCE THE COM-
MERCIAL HIGHWAY OF THE WEST.

Editor Canadian Monetary Times.
Halifax, July 1868,

mucncity of a philosopher or of a statesman.
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- | that, as matters now stand, can never pay its |

and is too true not 1o be veri l;y&lnf-ttmi
. | No thinking person can suppose for & momen

that we c:‘build up & Union by developing

commercial isolation, if mot an jsm, be-

tween the west and east. In i

is our only safeguard disunion. Unless

we forward to ing olt:
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the different parts of a fisbing rod. We pro-
.ose to incre .se still more the
y adding & new joiut, the Hudson Bay teri-

wand we have Maritime

the western provinces,
whose trade flows into New York and aids in
building up the wealth aad foreign trade of
our neighbors.  Our canals, expensive as they
have been, have been unavamling to keep the
trade of the west in its natural ¢ the
St. Lawrence, from canses which I shall hereaf-
ter discuss. But if our lake and river
navigation with all its nataral advantages can-
mtcomprtewi'.hthe?.rkuml. what is to be
thogﬁ: of our constructing an almost inter-
minable line of railway as an outlet for. the
trade of the west. ere the Erie canal not in
existence, the shorter lines of railway from the
lakes to New York would preclude any rational
hope of the Intercolonial railway being a suc-
cessful competitor.

What then can be devised that will make the
millions of dollars already sunk in our canals
productive, and save us from sinking many
more millions in that still more unpromising
undertaking, the Intercolomial railway !

This is a serious question for a comparative-

country. To commence life with two ing

1
.ic -ill:‘t:x around its neck, as our unpro-
ductive and a costly line of railway

working expenses, is, to say the least, tempt- '
ing Providence, and inviting failure and em-
barrassment. The Maritime proviuces, when
they go into the West Indian and South Amer.
jcan markets, are met by the products of our
western territory, which are exported by our
neighbors, and the east will be taxed lo.I{u'U
the western limits of the Dominion, and thus
still farther to swell the trade of New York
and to increase the means of co-pol:u with
us in the markets of the werld. The old adage
of the instability of the *‘ house divided against
itself” is too suggestive to escape our memory,

the same, if not a state of prostration,
should not he under present neglect,
ness, but pepsevere, and success will, in the end,
crown his Iy the meantime, every
encouragement and the Government
can afford, should be extended in support of the

tefests of this Province,

tax gatherers, and royajty hunters ; but now is
the time when their in

tax or royaity hu
and, if pup-¥y di thankfully received.
It is now some six or/eight months since the

writer drew the atten of the Government,

through the publie to the necessity of

causing an exami of m;«-&m:d struc-
ture and mineral ¢ istics of that section
of the country to be during the present
season, and to cause and well prepared.
plans upon which the anticlinals and
metaliferous and gold that occur

Geological Survey por from
Government, which its importance demands.
We even find of our Geological Sur-
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