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The White Stag
Hr*«aik| from e ImHel •■••4 
If IA»

|t ••• l ••• ekwn I
»h>M Um Mth >«u» %• 4*/l»***

«U b-wl <i • e«ü *••• f,eHe
tu Uà» • v±.mgw*4 Ueâ. *• »U»à 
l»w< m4 U*** ••#*» •"••4 
U Mfnww» fW^I ««|ilk»*»M 
m4 ee b-ur tu '• ' « •
tU w44 «hrgs ••J**# almsd tW 4*«4 
m(«m A U4 i*p w»»4»4 fUh 
••4 sharp «U* tU 4M. tl**l •••«’t 
iMUaiif A «4 e4»ere f«4Ua*d
tUe tU liwl eey U^U -et. and «U 

«bas» Mit
tU n4r* ni»»*# tU Ute »U*

•UMi«| «atUrat tU '•»(■ tU ledbsSi 
Ii4»»4 I.M IU «tj es U#.^*
lUt <«ui it t* Uy ÎArybadUng*4 
f .r tU ••*»•. a*4 «l ••• U** IU
• U f«ft <>H« fie ldi tel# ml*'*
«fffil eg te 1" *<»*«• IU# ••«J4
*_ ^ - .-■ ,»

*.U IU U.l I*»» IU» •»«wl iu 
leU «~l «<....1 IU W-..J lieu» 
IU*. m tU *«■•§< «4 tU A#et 
r*4g» U| tU U«4 tU|
•Ml H »»4»4 m* ie**4 #»«•»* el tU U# 
U4 Mfki U Ml tU*. «Ut tU/ ha.» 
l-.wg |w«a MMt*ertf«e4y. thaï it ••• IU 
•Ait» slag eU*k 1*4 tU tifMh 
Tu tracks •*•! I*a»te| along elatSieg 
f««t| «Meile with mighty U*4i 
m4 rwwmeg pwr.n.t * - IA" We,i Aet 
•#«»* >raM*| H, ••«'«•«•l futy'ieli 
*t»«*4 eUr* a e»«e» «4 t*4*w U4 
MU«*4 * tU g.llwp

-•fill; tU laheei I4*«*4 «y tU 
r*4g» a*4 arfMi IU ieà»t eed «4*i a*ai

»4»4 Mfktlf far a aweth pn.» H"* 
IU U»*< ey»»4 % «44 ravin» *at
hy tU su4t mountain i«mnt itf*t*M 
straight mrtum lA»i* yitk IA» tU «lep» 
tut A4 4«e« t* tU *-ll» «4 II etwal aa 
iaa*M* pit*. Ua*fit| Ua4 at4 tbould 
are ***» IU l"***t *Mm*gbt ee-Af lAie 
ytt* al a tentàl y*'* radied tu «ta# 
rWtfiti tU Ibtrty I—t itnt* al a U«t4, 
at4 ftae<l<«i at tU Hr tU katt*»» 
rnet4 a»» Aie Ira»Ae «mi tU «Mh*f tt«|e, 
• U* U had tu*ned end taUl f«W Aie 
yanarff Hat uhat pas sied tk*» aae 
tAat U à w.4f M ipii e» k*-4 tU ait*. 
t«r attMtyi*‘l t»« f«4h.w A ikml «!••-
tea*» above «t AH a» tU» »«»el»l «ml» 
Aev» gmæd tU nt h»f a4*. but it*l*a<| 
«4 attempting il. tU treeht *k«»H tAat 
tUy U4 f«wn»ed a half fUrftf aUM Um 
tf*r. tam*4 U k at4 l«wtk a (*• nu nul » • 
«• r«4tant aiul tk»a 4aak away «*• lk» 
k*a«k trail, se 4 something bwd f*igbt»n«d

fut a long lin* lk*t Tumak an«l Hap 
tset» elmwl lk*f* nt tU » l|» «4 tU t»«rr»n».
railing eitlul |!it«*« a-»- ai if r*-».| 
•*»m* eiplasatien there ie lk* shadowy 
lAêrkete Hat tn * «|4aaate>n ram». 
tU myetrry owl> «A»y*w*il RH aria al U 
tUy ter uni away aw«l wml back tn lk» 
mrif «4 wolf tracks, kal en nplaiMlion
• ae lk*t* Ml Art RryoWf! a wrll defined 
lia» a«*t a w«Jf Aa«1 ert k« foot. and f«4- 
lowing tome «4 tU ira. ke tk»y f..und that 
lU park ked •Iiihaw4».| ami horr«r«l away 
ta tknr srtllered 4rne far l-ech among 
tU rwfges Again IS* Indians tu»nr«1 
hwrk an.l etn«*f almt. halllr.l mystified, 
beneath » hr pin»

l.yieg dose betide tU pinr wae a email 
moend «4 ••«»». which termed tn fotrr 
iterff gradually upon Tomsk t attention 
ae U stood leaning up-n lue g un Ile ka.| 
•Hired it Wore, hat Iknagkf it melt a 
roweded kmàém N * le • swddea 
tp^tl «4 curiosity. ahu ll a a* half nbedi- 
rere. U went and tkrwet his moccasin 
mtw It W ,4,pert virl.led hene.tk 
kie foot. and eitk a «rioli Iwiet He threw 
it apnw tU enow, then reviled with a 
at art led etdamatma ae Ike wA«4e meaning 
«4 it flaehed over k m. tn one ,4 (hose 
mar Mo.,, mind mo* entente which reveal 
a hietnry ae t Ae light mags fla.h illumina, 
tee a lawdarape at midmght It wee a ha 
maa «kail TUy kad found the Ut 
Indien

t arefelly tUy err ape, I the enow seule 
awd eatUred tU ekelet.e together 
TU half-go*wed Awnea. et.ll showing the 
murk* «4 wolf fange. t«4d all t.m ,4ainly 
how U met Am «leafA Near (he free 
tUy foeed a reeled knife and nie. and 
•• *Ae en.terhra«k tU hone* <4 three 
•Hrea. on* with a ballet bale .a the «hull

TU story wee Hear ae ,f written for 
•km Indeed it wee wnttes m (he 
charaHer. ae I ad.an l«e«t anderetand. 
TU poor heater, coming home late from

•m* had; emit lw Am Uiys. As4 base 
'Used Ay tU starting w d .»# aa4 had 
t*d toward tU r..as h.p.ea U tUwW 
tkrw a# tU a.ee 1 TUy bad «>t*UWl 
A*m at I As raits* Wm* he **a44 *Uaenr 
4a • a had raehed wet «pit him. •> AewU 
el 4e hr yet thwwght them far away 
With hee Uk arwsit tU p»w* U Ud 
l-tfkt I-» Am 14» had AM tUer 
perUp* eawse. af tU w4see and tUa ••• 
parted 4ea» and entra.

H.ih tU ••» that TnmaA elwaye 
rerrird at Us heft tUy ika»y*s*4 
etafcre end A*itoe»d »»wt a ehallww g*a»e 
he wrath tU p*m* The wind *4**4 ••••* 
them awd whirprred «le eecfrte *a th* 
#prw*ee hat tU yea»'» great a*me ewer# 
nott»sWi the eh.le #.ely a ewh Hear 
Wole e..ended far up a»«s| ft* Iratre 
like tU e*An «4 di*tawt mw- TA» 
ladseai ace» s leet tUy li«traed •• tk*y 
a***ked lato the g*a»e tUt gathered lb» 
S' altered In are atfb the -Id fcai1* **d 
fiir and » o»e#ed I Arm e it A I ewe» eartb. 
ape a a h«r A tUy filled hen»* et "am la 
guard them fumer from prowlitsg hen**#
I keep into lU r-egh t»eak *4 tU «44 
ps* tUy »ar«ed a fade «met

That mrht. putt at tU mm »k* 
ae*aaet »hae» Uga* ega»e "ftsds#
ht the little «alee th* low area li.teaed
• •th kwatklea lateryel a* the cry ts*t>l
roe ad t».as*d tU fit** a ad tU lawelt
g*at* where it had l«»ew a*Mlt t*» »ad 
\gmtm at hd.r* the, h»e»d tU trail »»i 
hreek ielo odd A»»wlt a ad »ea*e ahrar*t|*
• ha tU a*4«ei r**»hrd tU p*ae Five 
miauler flawed ta «lead Stlea*» SdltUr 
•fund endieg. with reft ifeiw»d t*« ratrh 
tU elighleet w.uad TUa a pfol«e*#d 
bowl. Aerr* a ad etellaal. a-ate trt tbe 
er Anee iyiag a ad a moment later tU Call 
rtf »ame nagiag d*.aa the a estera ranges 
tk» aol*#'# had r»**a*H the reuse 
TU a bite stag eat funning Ate la el rare

TU rty petted rapidly aloes the bill- 
•ale shwsr I be ramp awd Wewt oat #4 
hearing toward tU eoatb lour o* ire 
boars patted tU heat ere were sleeping 
TUe straage. feiat eowade »ame reeepiwg 
Ihfoorh lU dark woods to tbe little ramp 
Reptiste stirred aweewly ia Ate deep 
Toma A raised himself suddenly from his 
hed of leoaghe, the writ moment |k*« were 
hath outside tU ramp Far ewe» ia the 
southeast tUy Uard the cry of the park 
growing loader It told them that the 
•lag bed ltreed, awd seinag tUir gnat 
lUt berried down to an open point 
tAat rnmmtadrd a u*i of the whole lake, 
lying • kite and still under the moonlight

The minutes dragged na with the rry 
drawing wearer, hat eery slowly TUw 
tU alders swayed te«Mewly nw the teeth 
shore ami the stag broke eat upon the 
lakl A thrill «4 pitp slide over the 
watrhert at lU> tee him straggling over 
the ire. still dippety under tU light tWow 
II*• head, instead *4 being thrown up 
and Imrk. as deer run. drooped forward 
till the protruding tongue almoat swept 
the se«.e ami U ttsggered at he ran 
towards the pfàat where Bpptiste had 
Bret seen him lln spirit wa« broken - 
way. it had left him. said Tomsk and 
he ran as if amoasrtnus

Fifty yards behind him the anises broke 
"St of (he W«nuis With redoubled howls. 
tU eight *4 I heir game inspiring them 
suddenly with new strength and Berce ness 
Fart .4 the park at once separated from 
the real ami disappeared silently into 
the shadow that bordered the lake" In4ow 
the point The rest eased up on the 
chase, giving their leaders a chance to 
head the quarry

The Stag reached the point and the 
watrhert saw the antlered head go up 
as U bounded forward Then from 
behind lU great bowlder dark forme 
leaped squarely athwart his path Ae 
mêlant the hunted beast seemed to hesi
tate. frotea with Sudden terror, then the 
antlered head went down again and he 
lunged straight forward to meet them

A short, terrible struggle Mlowed 
For a lew moments tUy could see him 
battle with desperate courage, plunging, 
•inking among the leaping forms with the 
strength ami spirit they had seen before 
Twice the death howl of a Wolf rose 
above tU tease silence of the fighting 
brntes Suddenly they saw him rear 
high above the pack Ae in.tant he 
stmul poised, a gray silhocette against 
the dark wo«mU. with the wiithing brutes 
bHoa Then a big w,4f leaped up and 
fastened to hit throat and he fell, as the 
pine falls when the steel has bitten through 
to its heart *
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