64 THE CANADIAN LIBERAL MONTHLY NOVEMBER, 1917

an%gric; ol:’newsprint in sheets and rolls to be furnished by the manufacturers to the publishers
in Canada.

By virtue of this Order the Government have compelled manufacturers of print-paper,
against the latter’s protest, to supply publishers and newspapers at a price which they themselves
fixed as reasonable. If they could thus reduce the price of paper to consumers of paper, why
did they stop there? Why should the Government not also have reduced to the hundred of thous-
ands of anxious housewives and bread-winners the prices of all those commodities which make
the ever-increasing cost of living one of the most insistent and dangerous of all the problems that
now confront us.

Profiteering.

One of the most important contributions towards winning the war is to put a stop to profi-
teering on war supplies. The Government has deliberately encouraged profiteering for the benefit
of its partisan followers. A first duty of my administration would be to secure to the country
which pays for war supplies, the excess of exorbitant profits being realized by profiteers. Should
it be necessary, I would not hesitate, in order to immediately stop profiteering, to take control
of the factories which are engaged in the supply of war materials, as has been done in Great
Britain, and run them on the principle of reasonable return on investment for the owners, and
reasonable legitimate profit. I believe that one of the best methods of providing war supplies,
and of saving the country from being exploited by profiteers would be to turn the government
shops which are suitable for such purposes to the production of war materials, ships, etc., for
the benefit of the country at cost price.

CANADA’S PARTICIPATION IN THE WAR

It cannot be said too often that this war could not have been avoided by the Allies, and
that it is a contest for the very existence of civilization. Of this the entrance of the United States
into the conflict is further proof, if indeed further proof were needed. The American people
long hoped that they would be spared that ordeal, but the ruthless violation by Germany of the
most sacred canons of International law left them no option; they had to join in the fight against
a power which has become the common enemy of mankind.

At the very beginning, penetrated of the immensity of the struggle and of the necessity
of bending all our efforts to the winning of the war we, of the Opposition, gave to the Government
every possible assistance. We assented to all their war measures, except when convinced that
their measures would be detrimental rather than helpful.

This year the Government introduced a bill to make military service compulsory. With
this policy I found it impossible to agree. If it be asked how this view is consistent with my
oft expressed determination to assist in winning the war, I answer without any hesitation that
this sudden departure from the voluntary systfr? was bound more to hinder than to help the
war. f{:;'g‘ pr('l s hﬂx'$(i¥l.ni"‘f:;‘:-', A  Ant : *- :,

It should be remembered that previous to the war, in z.. British countries conscription was.
unknown. It was the pride of British peoples everywhere that compulsory military service,
the bane of Continental Europe, had never been thought ofin Great Britain, and that even the
gigantic struggle against Napoleon had been fought on the purely voluntary system.

At the same time it must be pointed out that in Great Britain for some years before the
war, in view of the immensity of war preparations amongst all the nations of the continent,
the question of conscription was seriously and increasingly discussed in Parliament and in the
press, so that at last when a measure to that effect was introduced by the government, it came as
no surprise. It found the people prepar d, and yet even then strong protests were heard from
many classes of the community.

Very different was the introduction of Conscription in Canada. It came as a complete
surprise. It never had been discussed in Parliament, and the voice of the press had been strong
against it. v

In the month of July 1916 such an important paper as the Toronto ‘GLOBE’ deprecated
the very idea of Conscription. Here is what it said in a carefully reasoned editorial:

“The ‘Globe’ in its editorialecolumns has consistently pointed out that in a country such

‘as Canada conscription is an impossibility, and that no responsible statesman of either
‘“‘party capable of forming or leading a Canadian War Ministry would propose compulsory
“service. Nor has the ‘GLOBE’ unduly criticised the failure of the Borden government to do
““more than it has done to assist voluntary recruiting. The criticism of the ‘GLOBE’ and
‘‘of most Liberal papers have been exceedingly mild when compared with the vitriolic denun-
‘‘ciations of the Toronto ‘TELEGRAM’ the Winnipeg ‘TELEGRAM’, the Montreal ‘DAILY
“MAIL’ and other journals that have absolutely no sympathy with the Liberal party.”’

Even as late as December 27th, 1916, the ‘GLOBE’ repeated its warnings agaisnt any effort
‘“to force Canadians into the ranks’’ and summed up public opinion thus:—

‘““Trades unionists are found opposing Conscription, and the leading opponents of every
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