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f n and the stike. The sum of the
méfter is, that it'is only at a time when it appears,

* Willing to wound and yet afvaid o strike,” <
when it only frets and irritates, without destroy-
ing, that persecution is followed by an effect con-
trary to that intended. “ Persecution not effec-
tual I'” exelaims a writer, “ it might be as proper
to say that steel and poison do not kill. The
real truth is, that there is a tendeney in things,
under a certain amount of persecution, to rise
into greater vigor as fire burns more brightly
under s slight sprinkling of water ; but, under
a sufficient amount of persecution, their repres-
sion is as unavoidable as the extinction of the
same fire by a sufficient quantity of water.”—
Notth Western Presbyterian.

|

MRS. EDWARD MURPHY.

Died at Rawdon, on 18th inst, Rebecca,
widow of the late Edward Murphy, aged 72
years.

Mrs. Murphy professed the faith that brings
salvation, and rejoiced in the knowledge of the
remission of sins, about seven years ago. She
united with the Wesleyan Church ; was attached
to its members, and enjoyed its privileges ; she
was always pleased to baveThe ministers partake
of the hospitalities of her comfortable home.
She was a devoted wife ; and during her widow-
hood trusted in God ;—without whose blessing,
the abundance of this world’s gpods which she
possessed, could not satisfy the wanfs of her
immortal spirit.

Her mfatprnal affection was very ardent;
thaugh her children had, for some years, been
settled in life—none of them remaining under
her roof—her love for them retained all its
tresliness and all its strength. They were wont
t6 visit her frequently; and these interviews,
anticipated with pleasure, were fraught with
evidences of affection, and wete seasons of
mutual delight.

Who is not pleased to see manly features of
stalwart sons gladdened by the gentle look of
an aged mother; and her love appreciated and
met by suitable filial returns 7 But she's
gone !—and now, from these manly eyes, tears
unbidden start. Her illness was protracted ;
but borne with exemplary patience, and the
sustaining influence of christian hope. Her
death is a loss to the community, in which she
was much respected. - ’

Her mortal remains were interred in the
family dormitory, on Easter morn, in the pre-
sence of a large number of relatives and friends;
who then repaired to the new Wesleyan Church
—which she had materially assisted in erecting
—where they were addressed from 1 Thes. iv,
13-14. T.

Provimeral

dWeslepan.
Ceslepan,
MAY 1, 1567.

Our respected contemporary, the Christian
Messenger, exhibited last week some consider-
able signs of improvement, affording ground for
hope that he may yet be made fully free by the
truth. It is gratifying to us to know that our
vindication of pedo-bap'ist communion, and our
testimony on behalfof Christian union, have not
been altogether in vain. Our good brother,
perhaps, now sees that some of the positions
taken by him were untenable, and that his logic
was at fault by his begging the question, taking
for granted that which could by no means be
admitted as sound premises, He has now
gained clearer light, which may be the dawning
of a brighter day. We have to correct him but
on pne or two small matiers.

We did not say in what millennial glory
would comsist, or ‘what its full measure would
be ; we merely indivated one evidence or result
of the purer light and greater love eccompany-
ing the larger baptism of the Holy Ghost. Our
good brother is gratified by our admission of the
consistency of close communion Baptists. But
if he can take comfort from that, he is surely
thankful for small mercies. There may be con-
sistency in some features of character, and
inconsistency in others. There is often consis-
tency in what is wrong, which is surely not a
matter for congratulation. Some men are bet-
ter than their system.

It is a virtue to rise superior to what is narrow
dr uncharitable, even though we thereby subject
ourselves to the charge of being in our practise
inconsistent with our belief. But what is still
more to be desired is christian consisténcy in all
respects; an entire agreement in our creed with
the pure and loving principles of our holy chris-
tianity, and then the full harmony of our practise
and conduct with such principles. - Haste !
happy day, when christians of all names shall
be one, to the full extent of the prayer of our
Great Master, * That they all may be one, as
Thou Father art in Me and I in Thee, that the
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.”

The New England Conference

Is a very substantiai body of Christian minis-
‘ters, comprising many devoted labourers, elo-
quent, powerful preachers, men of vigorous
thought ard ripe scholarship. I am convinc:d
that, among them, piety is deep and dominant ;
that there is a sublime ambition—not merely
to acqiit themselves honourably—but to. eave
men and glorify Christ, Diligence, enterprise,
energy, are very marked features in their pas-
toral engsgements.
In som: respects the Methodism of this sec-
tion would disappoint a colonist. -~ There is
more of noisy demonetration, than with you.
The emotional element is more astir., And
when such waves are set relllng, there is not al-
ways method or utility in ‘their movements.
There is less reverence—very much less. You
must be shocked by some of the habits of good
people. You will doust and doubt if there be
resifreligion,—regard for God. This is due
partly to the levelling of intenee democracy, and
partly to the social habits of the people. Itis
not so much going to church as to meeting. A
goes to meet B. and C. and D.—to worship
God ? yes, but to meet these, and then do it.
And so where one of your people would enter
aud feel, ** This is none other than the house
of God, &c.,” a New Englander would be latge-
ly occupied with the human surroundings, and
only after friendly greetings would feel recon-
ciled to give the thoughts to worship.

A minister coming hither would gain, possi-
bly, and yet lose. His work would be more
concentrated. A single congregation—except
in a very few instances—would engress his
time. Every Beciety and every pastor is inde.
pendent. His exchanges and intercourse are gs
n?ch optionfxl, a8 with other denominations,
His salary, in tome chnrches, would be nomi-
n::ly ll;rger ]tlh.-m in c.orulponding ones with
you. But ‘: en his bills were paid—such bills
f" mnk.o one’s eyeball glare—he would have less
: ::rnuh his teummer suit than with you, while,

many members of the Conference I do not

understand how they live,~what principle of

unusual economy they have learmed. Surely
‘thc unwasting cruise and barrel must have others
in the succession, And they do not always live

Lapother form.
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| Sometimes they leave the ministry. Your bre-
thren have large deficiencies, and it is wrong.
Allowances are small enough at best, and it/is
uafair, it is dishonest—that is tke word. Iwould
like to blast it in the ears of men who pay their
lawyer and doctor and merchant, and leave their
preacher unpaid, and call it a * deficiency.”
Wken it can be helped it is dishonest. But such
wronged brethren might get a crumb of comfort
by travellig Westward and observing otbers
that are worse paid than themselves.

There is a greater disposition here to get rid
of a micister ; and for causes that would scarcely
unsettle one in your vicinity, ke finds himself
removed. 'There is an imperative demand for
young men: 1f a man is wise here, and wants to
be invited, let him take care not to advance be-
yond, eay 50. And those gray hairs that are
the beginning of a crown of honour to bim, shall
tkey remain ? No, die (dye) first.
Supernumerary provision is comparatively
poor. The means to meet cates of extraordinary
sfiliction, the wants of the aged and iofirm, and
the demands of brethren with large families, 8o
that their designation to a society msy be ac-
ceptable, are sadly lacking in the New England
Conference.
s'mmer, though they enjoyed their visit vastly,
and are tempted to go again, thought you ra- |
ther behind the times. And 80 perhaps ycu are.
Yet, there are times, that it is much better to be
behind than fully up to, especially * hard times.”
Now if they go down to Halifax, you just show
them something cf your Contingent, Supernu-
merary, Childrens’ and Educational funds.

But I was going to tell you about the Confer-
ence. And I remember that I am writing for
many who_are pot familiar with Methodist Epis-
copal operations. Let me say then, that there
arc nine Bishops, who preside at Conferences
just as your judges do at courts, dividing the
work among them. To merely Weeleyan minds
the werd Bishop might be suggestive of vast
authority, of elevation, inaccesibility, even arbi-
trariness. And there may be individual Bishops
that have something of these, as there might be
a president, chairman or minister disposed to
“lord it.” The Bishops are almost invariably
genial, humble, sympathizing, firm, if need be,
but conciliatory. To the superior character of
the Bishops, American Episcopacy owes very
much of its popularity and success.

1 Bishcp Scott,—presiding this ysvar,—i;n plain

map, almost homely, but growing in your res-
pect aud admiration as ycu observe bim, tiii his
marked, cosrse features seem well nigh hand-
some. Said Dr. Cummings, as on behalf of
Conference, he presented a silver watch o! ex-
quisite machinery (its session was at Waltham,
the great watch manufactory), * they have stu-
died your taste, sir, or this watch would have
It is like yourself, unpretending
in exteriur—its excellence is within.

Confererce is open to all.
like that ? Boston papers bave their reporters
pretent. Inconvenient in some respects. Bat
it interests the people in many matters for which
they would care but little. Upen the whole, I
should like to sce it in your Conference. It
would do you good, and the people good,—
would be less inconvenient than here, for ex-
amination of character is by Couference.

How would you

I have been in many kinds of deliberative

bodies, and never saw one with better business

habits than the New England Conference ; never

saw 8o little time wasted. The Bishop under-

stands how to preside ; gives latitude when
aoything good is elicited, but keeps the point
in view. {[Clear, parliamentary, yet respectful,
he directs the body to as speedy a decision as
the case admits, ‘and to fheir decision, not Ais.
There is a committee on every subject of in-
terest. ThefPireports are generally able docu-
ments. Their resolutions are cerefully prepared
and -presented with the report. 8o the matter
is concisely offered. There is little or no de-
sultory debate. No ome feels it his duty to say
what has been said, bt expresses his opinion
by his vote. You are aware that there is here
no District meeting. Its duties are divided be-
iwees the Quarterly Conference and the Annual.
The forn:er is held once a quarter in each society.
The Presiding E'der, who is a chairman of Dis-
trict, but without any psstoral charge, presides.
The pastors, super: umeraries, local preachers,
stewards—nine, veuslly—and superintendent of
Sabbath School, are members. The financial
businees of that scciety issettled there. What-
ever is not done there is left to Conference.
A great deal of what occupies you in District
meeting dees not occur at all. A week before
Conference ‘every minister receives =z blank
form for his report, covering all necessary
ground, members, desths, probationers, mo-
pies, &e. He fiils it, and on arriving haads
it, not to any Secretary, but to the Btatisti-
cian. If any brother is deliquent, there will
be a Statistician on uis path very soon. The
whole is tabulated end presented in its printed
minutes. There are no spiritual reports. If
there has been any good religious interest, it
is usually mentioned in the Herald, perhaps in-
dicated only by increase in membership or
among the probaticuers. If nothing worth
mentioning bas occurred, the record of that
fact consumes no time nor stationery

For the first four days, while Committees
are working, the afternoons and evenings are
given to anuniversaries and sermons. Three ser-
mone are delivered by ministers sppointed a
yeer previous. It would have done your (Grand
Worthy) Patriarchal soul good to hear the re-
port from the Committee on Temperance with
the stinging resolutions—you know the rum
power in this State have been very active lately
for license—adopted at a rousing Conference
Temperance meeting. Every member of the
Conference, with one exceptior, and he is an
oddity on more peints than this, is a ‘[otal Ab-
stinence man.

You would be struck by the number of deno-
minational funds that are up for consideration,—
each one having scme eloquent advocate who
urges the brethren, while not forgetting other
claims, by all means to care for this. Oae,
there is, I believe, for every moanth, and here
I will say what I meant to say just after finding
a little fanlt with New England Methodists,
though it may seem to be contradicted by the
small salaries in zome cases, that they do knew
how to give for denominational purposes. It is
give, givé,g ive all the time. Collection, contri-
bution and tax. They get ro rest, nar seem to
want any. There is an energy also, and an ac-
tivity about their church operations that would
please you. They topple a hill over and fill up
s gap wlile prople eleewhere would be comsi-
dering.

While Conference is debating many an is-
teresting question, there is an under current of
deeper interest, to many of its members. Pre-
siding Elders are holding close consultation,
now with one, now with another They are
grave, reticent, sometimes anxious. They have
many preachers to please and many congrega-
tions. Some must be disappointed. In some
prominent cases the Bishop carries a burden of
responsibility. Nominally, he mekes all the ap-
pointments ; really, makes few or none. There
is more arbitrariness here than with you, in
these annual assigaments Then there is no

The brethren who visited you last ’ .

_—  ——

by the ministry. They lecture ; they eke out a  station sheet ever issued but the :decisive one.
salary by “earious means. They get into debt, |

Maoy ministers know not where their names
sre written. ¢ The Presiding Elders will meet
me st 2 o'clock,” they hear from the chsir. The
current is flowing, though se dark and still.
How many would like to look upon it; would do
20 as anxiously as others have looked upon Bay
of Fundy‘waters, when entering in a fog,to know
by the colour or direction, their safety or their
danger. Now think of the last hour. Conference
almost done. The Bishop and Cabinet out fiaish-
iog their work. ()ver 200 ministers sitting, many
knowing nothing of their destication, and some
principal stations bave occasioned great diffical-
ty. Are they not willing to go just where they
are sent? Yes, but they long to know where
that ie. And they muet meet their new congre-
gation next Sundsy. Some one entere. Many
turn to see. It is a Presiding Elder. The Ca-
binet is broken up. 'The Bishop is ready. Cor-
ference does its last act. He is sent for. He
enters, bearing destiny in his band.  Gives out
s hymn, Some oce prays—prays thet all may
be for the best, not that every one may be
pleased. Faith could notreach that. Th:n the
stations and the Benediction.

4 BERTON. «
Chelsea, April 10.

-

Letter from Carleton, N.B.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan :

DEAR BROTHER,—t is matter of regret that
your kind invitation, lest autumn, for items of
information; 1especting iocal cccurrerces, on the
Circuits of our wide Conference, has not met
with a general response. I coufess delinquency
in preference to the subject. Perheps many
others have the same reasons for not writiog
that I bave allowed to influence me, namely, the
absence of remarkable or special circumstances
on the Circuit. This, however, I de not thick
should justify a total silencs, or refusal to write,
for the ordinary circuit work, will occasionally
present topies of tl.ought, as well as incidents
of ioterest though ro' among the marvellous
things of our age.

It appears to me, that while gieat caution
should bé uveed in lishing notices' and reports
of ravivals, thet wherever God is reviving his
worl, scme tidings »f the fact should becom-
municated to our Editor, who should use his
discretion in referense to their publiestion.

In every issue of the Watchman of London,
and the Christian Advocate of New York, we see
accounts of revivals, or tea-meetings, or tome
other meetings in connection with the circuits or
stations, which doubtiess add much to tbe popu-
larity of those journsis in the places where they
circulate.

In this direction some Circuits contiguous to
mine have during the winter been favored with
revival influences, of which no eccount has ap-
peered in the Wesleyan
redpondent would certainly have given you re-
vival intelligence had bis Circuit been thus
visited. I shall wait antil the close of the me-
tbodistic year to te!l jcur readers how we doin
St. John West.

As we have row inaugurated the ** Home
Miesion ” movement, would it not be well to see

Your occasional cor-

l'such persons as wished to identify themselves
| with our branch of the visible Church of Christ.
Between forty and fifty came forward, lld were
recognised as members on trial, by receiving the
right hand of fellowship. )

The ordinance of Beptism was administed to
three persons at the same time, two of whom
were adults.

We sre praying in regard to other perts of
this Circait,

O that all might catch the flame
All partake the glorious bliss.

Yours truly,  ROBT. DUNCAN.
Point de Bute, April 20, 1867,

Father Chiniquy a Prisoner.

(Extract from a Letter to the reasurer-of the
« Montreal Chiniquy Rund.)
KaxkaxEeE Crry CourT-HOUSE, )

9th April, 1867. 5

My DeaAr MRr. Mackey,—Yesterday, your
kind letter, with the cheque 05 $457, were deli-
vered to me to help me to keep up my mission,
and fight the great battle we are fighting against
Rome. I have no words to express to you and
to all my benefactors the sentiments of gratitude
I feel for their charity. Our merciful Heavenly
Father permits that this noble and admirable
expression of the Christian sympathies of my
dear brethren of Canada does come here in the
very moment that I was more in need of it than
ever. When opr God does try us, it is always
for our good andfor His own glory; and He
deals with us as a loving Father. He does not
leave us without consolation, even when we are,
-as I am to-day, in the lion's den.

Pray for me during this week and the mext,
for more than ever I want the help of my God.
I am a prisoner to-day. I am brought again, as
a criminal, before the civil court of Kankakee
by. the sheriff, at the order o/ the Bishop of
Rome, and I am writing you this letter when
sitting on the dock of the crimipals, in the pre-
sence of the Judge and the Jury who will have
to pronounce judgment on me in a few days.

It is sweet for the Christian soul to suffer for
Jesus’ sake; but it is hard for the flesh to find
itself in such a humiliating position. |

The Church of Rome knows me well. She |
knows what I have done, by the grace of God,
against her. She has eonfessed her defeat with
tears of rage, and words of revenge. Though
always defeated in her attacks against me, she
is determined to fight me without giving me a
moment of rest. She is rich ;—her supporters
are numbered by thousands of millions, and I
am alone with only a few friends to help me.
She hopes that before long these triends wiil
become tired of supporting me ; that they will
desert me ; and then I will have to fall, defence-
less, at her feet.

Ab! my dear brethren and sisters cf Canada,
do not desert the poor prisoner who is writing
to you to-day; go to.the throne of grace, and
ask the Author of every perfect gift to strength-
en my heart in these days of trial ; to give wis-
dom to my defenders, who will plead my cause
before the civil tribunals, in the presence of
which I am now as a criminal.

Do not allow Rome to trample us under her

something in the pages of our orgsn reepectirg
the deficiencies of the dependent circuits P—
Should we not scmetimes write a littie on the|
subject of adversity, as well as oa prosperity ? '
I am quite sure it could be carily shown, that|
some of our pocrer Circuiis are doing as much,
man for man, ae the independent Circuits ; eo
that a _eficiency in Cireuit receipts is net always
an indication of retrogression.

I had the pleasure last Tuesday evening of
attending the first Home Missionary meeting
ever beld in this city. It was an excellent meet-
ing. The old Church, (Germais) where the
first Foreign Missionary meeting was held many
rears ago, was the place. We had tangible evi-

favorable response. The collection on tke oc-|
casion was over 40 dollars.
On Jlast Thursdey evening the first annual

ance,” wes held in the * Institute.” It passe
off very well.—The report for the year stated
that the monthly meetings of the committee had
been kept up, while about a dezen meetings in
the churches had been held, resuiting in the ob-
tainment of nearly 500 names to the pledge of
total ebstinence,

The list of officers for the ensuirg jear, is as
follows :

President,—Rev. J. Benrett,

Vice Presidents,—Rev. I. E. Bill, Rev, J. 8.
Addy, Rev. G. O. Huenstis,

Correspending Secretary,~Rev. N. McKay.

Recording Secrctary,—Rev. F. Hastinge.

Trcasurer,—Rav. E. C, Cady.

Commitlee,—All the Minjsters who are mem-
bers of the Alliance. )

Youre, G. O, H.

e

April 18, 1867.

-

Letter from Point de Bute.

REY, J. MCMURRAY,—DEAR Bro.— You will
no doubt be glad to iearn that we, in common
with Brethren in other portions of our widely-
extended Conference field, can report thet the
good hand of our God hes been upon us for
good. Daring the last three weeks we have been
permitted to enjoy, in this part of our Circuit,
“ Times of refreshing from the preeence of the
Lord.”

The cause of Christ et Point de Bate, for
some lime past, has not been making that pro-
gress which God’s people have prayed for acd
expected. * The chill of winter,” as one of our
bretbren expressed it, ** has been upon us; but
now, thank God, the voice of the turtle is heard
in the land.” A

Among the most painful features of our cause
here has becn the fact that although cur congre-
gations hss been composed to a considerable
extent of youthful persons of both sexes, and
belonging, for the most part, to christian fami-
lies, yet for years past, the membership cf this
part of the Circuit had inocluded the names of
only four or five unmarried persons.

This state of things we have reason to believe
wes deplored by excellent brethren in the minis-
try who have preceded us ; into whose labours
we have to tome extent been allowed to enter,
and who will, we doubt not, rejoiee that the
Lord, whose mercy endureth for ever, hath re-
membered us in our low estate.

We are thankful io add that most of these
y:ung persons have now cast in their lot with
us, and many of them have been, we trust, * de-
livered from the power of darkness and trane-
lated into the kingdom of Hig dear Son.’—
Heads of families alse, with all the resporsibili-
ties of parents devolving upon them, hiive cove-
nanted to teke the Lord for their portion.—
Backsliders have been reclaimed and the mem-
bers of the Church’generally refreshed and
quickened.

In conducting services, held almost every day
for three weeks, we bave received valuable aid
from Bro. E. Wood of Baie de Verte, and Bro.
Seller, Theological Studext, also for two even-
ings from Rev. A. W, Nicolson.

Last 8abbath afternoon, assisted by the Rev,
Dr. Pickard, we held a eervice for the purpose

of openly’ receiving into communion with s

dence that our people only \van‘t to krow lh'!rcmarh, in which he certainly made it clear
real wants of the Conference, in order to =l

meeting of the ¢ Ministerial Temperance Alli- |

feet, and to place her victorious banners over

the ruins of this glorious evangelical work.
Believe me, your forever devoted and grate-

ful in Christ, C. CHINIQUY.

Charlottetown Wesleyan Public
Temperance Society.

The second meeting of this organization was
held in the basement of the Wesleyan church,
on Friday evening, 12th instant, and we were
glad to see so fuil an attendance. The meeting
was opened with singing and prayer, after which
the President, Rev. Mr. Rogers, entertained the
sudience with some very appropriate and telling

that it was the duty of every Christian man
and woman to lend s helping-hand to every
good and philanthropic cause. At the close of
his address, Mr. George Moore, in his usual
| sensible style, moved the following resolution : —

Resolved, That this meeting hereby records
its opinion, that the dr.nking usages of the pre-
sent day are bighly injarious to man’s physical,
sosial, and spiritual welfare.

Mr. John G. McKay was then calied upon to
secord the foregoing, which he did in a very
interesting mancer. A hymn was sung. Mr.
C. F. Harris then moved the following resolu-
tion :-

Reselved, That Total Abstinence from all in-
toxicating liquors. recommends itself to every
Christian and well-wisher of his fellowman, as
the most in eccordance with tte spirit of philan-
thropy and the priaciples of Christianity,

This gentleman spoke in a very spirited and
forcible etyle, raisiog the Temperance question
up to its true poeition—next in rank to that of
Christianity.

Mr. George W. Milloer was next called upon
to second this resolution, from whose remarks
we make the following extracts : —

“It is not for me, 8ir, to enlarge upon the
evil of inlemperance or its peculiar character-
istics. It would be to tell a tale that has been
already told a thousand thousand times—told
by daily circumstances—by casualties the most
appalling—by accideuts the most alarming—the
most revolting to every aense of moral propriety.
My object is not to prove the existence of the
evil, but to present for adopiion a plan the
which, if it be fully carried out, will remove the
cause of that evil.

‘ All the world knows of the existence of this
evil, for wherever civilization has spread its
kindly ivfluence, wherever Christianity itself has
gone, and the blessed Gospel has been pro-
mulged, there, in the power of its opposition, in
its counteracting, paralyzing effect, may be
traced the track of the destroyer, ~

“ There is no man, 8ir, enlightened by truth
but who must admit Intemperance is an evil.—
Philanthrepy, a common love of mankind, in it-
self ehould seem sufficient to arouse a nation for
a nation’s good, and call forth that action that
should at once destroy the destroyer; but a as
it is not so. The drowning cry of the wretched
victim faile to reach the ear; the dul] groan
and frenzy-pointed sbriek has no effect upon it;
suicidal medoess may cry out in vain; the
thirsty river may ope its icy jaws and dri:xk in
its drunken victims;

; the loud wail of miser
and death may rend the heavens; the great de’;

stroyer range unchecked over all our earth and
philsnthropy heeds it not—its ey is shut, its
eye-ig closed to every sound, to every sight :buv.
there is another note in my resolution of fl;“t‘l’
sweeter, deeper tone than philantbropy—a moré
powerful incentive—it is Carristian principle

“I hold that whilst cold philanttropy look,
on with dull inactive sympathy, (which at bu:

and hear, and, like the Levite, pass by on the:!
other side ? i

« Kipg Adrastus might, in the doys of pagan
darkness,.retire from the scene of death when
the plague of Argos swept away its thousands
daily from that ancient city. He could enter
his sumptuous pslace, bar up its ponderous
gates, shut bis ears to the sounds of death and
in wild and drunken revelry shut all out, acd so
prevent intercourse. But not so the Chrinsin,
who truly loves his Lord ; ke may, for a time,
contisue to eip his ¢ harmless wine,’ but bolts
and bars can never stay the Spirit's stilly en-
trance ; He will come in, and on tbat heart will
leave an impress ; and conscience will feel the
voice and lead to the expression of ove, who,
under the Spirit's influence, actuated by Chris-
tians principles, could say, ‘ If eating meat cause
my brother to offend, I will eat no more,’ &c.,
&c.

¢« The Apostle Paul bas led me to my next
point, though first in my resolution, the last to
which I shall refer: ¢ Total Abstinence.’ There
are two great and powerful agencies at' work—
the one for, the other against, the success of the
temperance movemert. The one antagonistic
to our success is known by the soft, harmliess,
inoffensive, scriptural term of * Moderation
but alas. slas, it is like the mighty one of Gath,
who, when the Pailistines were drawn up in
battle array against the armies of Isrsel, came
forth crying, ¢ Send me a msa to fight with me.’
1n terrible form, in masjestic bearing, in sanc-
tified ermor he advances now; who shall dare
to meet him. And, 3s none in all the hosts of
Israel could then be found, so now, we bave none
able to contend with * Moderation.” But David
came—he heard the vauntiog, he saw the mon-
ster form of the giant, and, in toe fear of the
Lord, went forth and slew him. Oh, Chrietian
friends, let David again go forthb—our David
« Total Abstinence’—to meet and master the
monster Goliab, * Mederation.” ”

At thg close of tLe meeting some thirty-five
were added to the list of members, making
nearly one buudred in all. The Doxology was
then sung, and the meeting closed for a month.
—Charlottetown, Apri 16:/,,}867.

Lay Sermons to the Clergy.
ABOUT CONFERENCES.

The following timely and well-written article
we find in the N. Y. Methodist, and give it in
place of editorial for the benefit of whom it may
concern. We bespeak for it a careful perusal.

In the course of business at Conferences I
have observed four classes of persors: 1st. Those
who never speak, simply contenting thems:ives
with voting. Oitentimes they see a point in de-
bate which they could elucidate, but modesty
or a man-fearing spirit restrains them. Perhaps
a question is carried, adverse to expediency or
justice, when a word from them would have giv-
en it a right direction. And so they have gone
away from Conference with a loss of self-respect
if not with bitter repinings, because their cour-
age failed them at the right point. I once knew
a member of a State Legislature who was re-
markable for his silence. On his return from
the capital, I said to him: “ Mr. A,, did you
make any speeches during the session ?” ¢ Why,
no, was the reply; I made no speeches, but I
did some of the tallest thinking.” And se it ig
with some of our most intelligent preachers ; they
think soundly and correctly,but the Conference
is none the wiser because of it. It is, my breth-
ren, unmanly to shrink from a duty, as 1t is un-
Christian to stifle our good inspiration.

2d. Those who imagine in the course of de-
bate that they alone are masters of the subject,
while their opponents are quite devoid of sense
Hence, there is in their delivery an egotistical
posture and tone which so clog their sentiments
as to leave them without force. Itis true every-
where, in all legislative bodies, that a man bear-
ing tbe mark of egotism is balf shorn of his
strength, no matter how intellectual he may be,
while' on the other hand, humilty invariably
gives a value to utterances which intrinsically
they do not possess, .

This class of men must needs have a voice in
every discussion. Planted in their customary
seats, no opportunity for a word escapes them;
they stand ready in point of order to instruct
the Bishop; in matters of Discipline to explaié
its provisions ; and in all discussions to give the
crowning argument. Thus some men of unques-
tioned intelligence and wisdom fritter away their
influence by the frequency of their speeches aad
their oracular manner.

3d. Those who occasionally make speeches,
but say nothing. How important in deliberative
bodies that betore a man rises he has something
to say ! In the time of the elder Pitt,a young
man just admitted to Parliament rose and de-
livered himself thus: « Mr. Speaker, have we
laws or have we not laws ? and if we have laws,
for what purpose have we laws ?” whereupon he
sat down. Pitt then rose and responded : “ Mr.
Speaker, did the gentleman speak, or did he not
speak ? if he did speak, to what purpose did he
speak ?” We see similar instances where indi-
viduals rize, and, after a flourish, sit down, and
we look in vain for any point they have made :
the whole effort has been a waste of time and
words. How often, as the laity in the gallery
look on, do they exclaim : “ What is the speaker
driving at? why don’t he sit down?” I once
heard a brother occupy a quarter of an hour—
perhaps more—in a speech, the point of which
nobody could see, until at the end he made the
emphatic statement that he had collected for a
given object twenty-five cents, which the sister
who gave it would have withheld if she had known
that any portion of it was to g0 to a certain
und. Itis not unfrequently the case that a dis-
cussion that ought to occupy an hour only has
been prolonged to several, just because some
speakers felt the impulse to speak when every
utterance they gave only confused the subject.

4. There yet remains a small but eflective
bedy whose example all of the classes that have
been described will do well to emulate, They
are always marked by the following traits: (1.)
They never speak unless sure of comprehend-
ing the question before the Conference. (2)
Nor do they utter their opinions so long as oth-
ers havq stated the points in their own minds
(3.) When constrained from force of conviction
to participate in the debate, they are able to
speak with compactness and Hrevity, simply be-
cause the subject is so clear in their own minds
o frvn. cnmre 7ol el e

, and not simply to be
heard, they close the moment the struggling
thought is unfolded. What else but that this
class of men exercise a controlling influence, not
ogxly in Conferences, but in all deliberative bo-
dies ? .Not only Conference, but conventions
of all kinds are severely hampered by persons

it does) Caristianity, from its very genius
end legitimate tendercies, Cumprebﬂn;i'l
only sympathy, but that more aclivv' and
dressive influence that moves, labors
need be, suffers in the cause o'f '
her influence inactivity becomes a
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grece of God to experience life through the life- v

e dead to the

of the 2nd and 3rd classes. A convention is of-
ren.prolonged to three days, when its legitimate
business could be transacted in one. The mo-
ment the doors open for free discussion, the fact
15 at once developed that the three classes are in
the msjority : 1st. Those who ought to speak
and will not ; 2nd. Those who, though intelligent
so ove‘rettim(e themselves that they speak to all'
questions; 3rd. Those who will waste time in
discussions which they are unable to compre-
hend ; while, but for the presence of thé fourth

class, the purpose of the assembly would remain

unaccomplished,

The Intercolonial Railroad.

A correspondent of the St. John Telejraph
presents strongly the North Shore route upon
public consideration :—We would like to eee St
Joha prosper and grow, as it must do, to be a
very large and populous city"—say the Counties
of Kent, Northumberland, and [Restigouche, in
New Brunswick ; and Bonaventure and Rimous-
ki in Canada ; “ but are you going to leave us
with our ninety-five thousand inhabitants out in
the cold for all time to come? We have been
too long already in this isolated position ; and
unless the Inter-Colonial Railroad is built
through these valuable Counties, we will remain
s0 until the millenium, and may be longer. For
to build a railroad, except on paper, along the
séaboard to Miramichi and Bay Chal:ur wont
be done ; it would cost too much to bridge the
river, &c. But give us the line from Shediac
7y the shortest and best route to the Bay Cha.
léur and River du Loup, and we will soon build
branches to our seaport towns. This is our rea-
sonable request. St. Joha now connects by rail-
road, with the Straits and the Gulf of St Law-
rence, by which the trade of Prince Edward Is-
land, and other ports along these waters, flows
to St. John. Besides, in a short time St. John
will connect with the great net-work of Ameri-
can and Canadian railways at Bangor ;—inter-
secting by the way the St. Andrews and Wocd-
stock Railway now im operation ; which will
connect St. Jobm with St. Stephens, and shortly
by a branch, with Fredericton ;- and shortly by
another from near Moncton with the wealthiest
part of Albert County. And no matter where
the Inter-Colonial road is built St. John.will con-
ncet with it, and it with the Canadian Railways,
and Nova Scotia lices to Halifax, Pictou, Wind-
sor, and Annapolis. St. John has access to a
large part of the world by water all the year
round, while we Northern Counties are shut out
by icy barriers for more than half the year. If
our winter’s supply of flour and other essential
articles fail before navigation epen in Spring,
we have no means of replenishing, except by
travelling long distances over common roads to
the nearest markets. A line from.Shediac to
the Bay Chaleur bas msny important advanta-
ges. While a line from St. Jobn to the River
du Loup will pass close to the border of the
State of Maine, and therefore would be of as
much importance to an enemy from that quar-
ser as it would be to the “ New Dominion,” and
the British Nation who guarantees the cost of
its construction. A line from Shediac to River
du Loup via the Bay Chaleur would be free from
this important objection, and equally as short
and practicable as a frontier lice from St. John
would be. A Northern line would pass through
large tracts of good land for settlement ; exten-
sive forests of excellent timber; and copper ore
and outcrops of coal, limestone, building stone,
&c., are also known to exist along this route.
The shortest distance by a frontier line re-
ported by S. Flemming, C. E., from Halifax via
Moncton, St. John and boundary of the- State
of Maine, is five hundred and sixty-one miles;
ot this distance, there is410 miles to construct-
The shortest distance from Halifax to Shediac
by Major Robinson’s and by a central route
through New Brunswick to River du Loup, is
four hundred and’ sixty-five miles, four hundred
and four of which is still to construct. The last
named line follows a route proposed by the Hom,
Peter Mitchell, and said by him to be highly
practicable. This is probably the shortest and
most direct route from Halifax to River du Loup
that can be obtained. The distance by Major
Robinson’s line is 521 miles; of which 400 is to
construct.

Y

Spring—Some of its Lessons.

Its coming we hail with gladness. It brings
a wondrous and welcome change. It quickens
death into life, and invests deformity with
beauty. It warms the chilling blasts into soit
and balmy —breezes, and melts the ice-bound
sireams int6 flowing, frolicking, joyous rivulets.
It awakes, by gentlest toueh, the sleeping insect
and animal tribes from their quiet winter nap,
to new and busy life; and woos, by its soft
voice, back again the sweet feathered songsters
to their summer homes. It swells the buds into
growing leaves, and opening flowers, fills the
air with fragrance, and covers the earth with
indescribable beauty. This is lovely spring—
smiling, blushing, life-burdened spring. If it be
not a mew creation, it is at least a strange, a
wondrous, a glorious resurrection. It addresses
itself directly to all our bodily senses ; affording
us at the same time a vast revenue of pleasure,
and imparting: lessons of wisdom, to be turned
to immediate and practical account. Qur ob-
servations must be limited to two of these senses
—seeing and hearing. These are the chief of
‘the five—the more royal in their nature, the
more important in their functions.

To the eye and ear spring brings beauty, and
charms, and melody, such as no other season of
the year is capable of presenting. Then it is
that ‘nature appears to the best advantage ;
dons her most lovely and gorgeous apparel.
And as she thus stands before our eyes, in
queenly attitude, she challenges, and rightly
receives, the admiration and homage of our
souls, Andfas her orchestra of vermal voices
pour, as they do, into our ears her rich and
ever-varying melodies, and repeat and re-repeat
her sublime psalmody, it but intensifies our
admiration, and deepens and sanctifies our de-
votion. We bow at her feet and worship as we
do no where else, save before Him who is Maker
.and Sovereign of all. Neither is this homage
irrational nor unprofitable. It elevates and
puri.ﬁea. Lifts us into higher fields of contem-
Plation, and brings us into closer communion
with the infinite source of all goodness and
purity.

.But_ We must now ‘turn our thoughts in the
qnmctnon of the lessons which spring is commis-
sioned to teach us—lessons communicated
through eye and ear.

) Spring teaches us activity. As we have seen,
1t puts nature to work to give new life to almost
evefything; to put everything at least into
motion. It wakes up dormant insects and ani.
mals, and sends them forth on wing and foot ;
swells buds into leaveg and flowers ; sets birds
to warbling and nestsbuilding ; and sends un-
fettered, swelling streamlets galloping sea-ward.

It causes every form of vegetation to spring out

or life in it, is made {0 move or w. Isth

no lesson here for man ? Can himbe a nlugg::
in the very midst of such activity ?  Stand still
while all else is moving forward? Will he al-
low in.sectu, and - dumb -animals, and even
v;getahon itself, to put him to shame? Is not
nature saying to him on every hand, and b

w silent ‘yet most urger:t voico'u, “ Beyn;
a.nd deing—aspire to a new, a higher, a holier
life ; d? something for yourself, something for
humanity, something for God; waken up your
latent energies—send them on foot and wing to
execute orr.anda of beneficence ; swell the buds
of good desires and Ppurposes into actual achieve-
ment ; make the song-birds of joy to sing in the
hnfta of the suffering and sorrowful, and set in
motion, on the great sea of human life, tides of
moral and -fvingiuﬂunce, that shall continue
:;ou l-olhle on, widening and gathering momentum,
e‘":myy?:hll break upon the very shore of

of the earth; and everything that has breath | Bco
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beautiful—the bnnm:l) ilok';:m !
What a wondertul artjs Spring iy
inimitable landscape painterl'lg T
marvelous achievements 0
stretched the camvagg of a nknd o
her pallet lie the seven elemen: —_ -
these colors she dips her _\p,.ﬂrymk.m Ing
tbe' short spsce of a few weeks P:ncnl, ™ iy
entire canvas with ap infinite -':tfcovgn :
geous landscapes, so faultjegs in th_hety o gar.
and perfect in their execution uul: L‘Oncept;w_
the possibility of any PODCQiVL’le i ‘eﬂymdd’.
or of exact human imitation. E mprov..,em‘
hill and valley ; every field ang :ry nount
tree, shrub, plant, flower, ang ;ad“
grass, is the very perfection - of >
loveliness was made fo ravish the
beholder. Thus it is that spri

love the beautiful.
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cultivate it 7 If God ig the
lilies in the meadows and
wild flowers on the hill-side
object in nature with all copce;
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nishes and adorns the great house i 'i.:h"'
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our cyes, that which may pl S
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Naked floors
houses of the wealthy, are
cated ; they ought to give place at once 1o
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Spring teaches ua 10 love ang cultivate myy;
Vernal voicea make the satiling earih Voei:
with their melody. Every thiog that h.;;
breath, and life, and power 1o o i, .
And man loves to hear, and God mads
join this general concert of happ
We need here write no speci

sings
him 1o
Y joyous #pring
L al plsa for my-
sic—its charms and powers are universally cor.
ceded. )

But ite cultivation, especially in our homes
is yet sadiy neglected—we speak of both vcui
and iostrumental. Neither hag g yet found jts
appropriate place in the family circle. A
home without music ought to be regarded s
great an ancemaly as spring would be without
the singing of birds. The altar of prayer and
the sltar uf praise_ought to stand inseparably
joined in every dwelling. " Thus God bas ordaiz-
ed. Evil spirits shun music; demons never
sing. Hene+ we may make the sccred Muges
our tutelar saints, our Christianised house-hold
gods. On such idolatry heaven never frowns,
bat niways smiles. Then let instruments of my.
sic and cultivated human voices fill, with songs
and gladners, the homes of this and of sll othe;
lande.— Pittsburg Ad.
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Singing by Spurgeon’s Congrega-
tion. -

A writer in the Western Presbyterian thu
describes the singing as be heard it recently of
Spurgeon’s congregation, London :—

The hymn was read entirely through, sod exct
verse was read before it was sung. The singing
was slarted—uot led—by a person who wood
beside Mr. Spurgeon. I welcomed the familist~
notes of Old Hundred, and for the first time for
several months, essayed to. join in singing .
But I was surprised into silence by the manner
in which the sudience took possession of the
tune. The moest powerful organ, if there wes
anything of the kind used, could not bave led
them. The second bymn wab snncunced (o be,
Jesus, Lover of my soul. The preacher ssid,
 Let us sing this precious hymn sofily to the
tune of Pleyel's Hymn.” When the first verse
had been sung, scd after he had read the eecond,
be said, * Sing it eoftly !” With a countenance
uplifted and beaming with fervor, bis book it
both hande, keeping time involuntarily to th
music, he sang with the congregation. Whe
he had read the third verse, be said, * Yoo
not sing it softly enough !” They sang it b
It was as though some mighty haad had demnet
up the waters of the Falls of Niagars, leviag*
thin sheet to creep through between the fiogers
and make eoft, aweet music in its grost
plunge into the great basin helow. Thl"‘
he read the“fourth verse, he said, ' Nowif w
feel this we will sing it with !l our sosle. La
us sing it with all our might;” sod the gt
copgregation burst forth into song: 'll'“ "
though the Great Hand had been UPM_“‘-""
the gathered waters were rashing oo their usited
way in awfal grandeur.

I have heard the members of the Qemrdh
sembly of the Presbyterisn church, with a gret
company of their wives, and daughters, sod
friends, sipg Oid Hundred with a fervor ll'ﬂ
thrilled me ; I ].ave heard oratorios rn'dﬂd'
Exeter Hall by a thousand selected voices, fie
hundred instruments, and & grest CFgeli [ haw
beard operas rendered in tke Imperial Opert
House of the French Emperor, by » grest oo
ber of the beat vocalists and musicians thet
be found in Europe, but I bave .l'.'ﬂ
music so pathetic;grand snd uonl-stlmﬂlf'
made by those who worshipped with me ""
Metropolitan Tabernscle. [ was too B o
ried away to take part io it m;nlL ll-' 5
geon always uses those * preciout bymps
the old loved tutes.
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