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my prayer, he saw my distress and filled my soul
with love, and bade me go in peace. ¢ Lord ! what
a wavering, inconstant soul am [! Sometimes |
fee) thy love,—I behold thy fulness,—I see thee al-
together lovely,—und conclude that [ shall never
doubt thy 'ove again. But no so: ner does the storm |
eome on—the winds Llow—aud the seas run high——
than [ berin to doubt ; and the neore [ donbt the
nrore I sink, and should perish sltogether, it thou
didst not strcicin out thine arm to me, as thou didst 1o
sinking Peter.’ However, these temptations from
the enemy confirmed ma the more. for proporticnal
comforts wdways followed thent 5 it my disiress was
great, v deliverance was ereater. This, 1 find, has
been the case to the presenttime. [now went on my
way reju;icing.
] Jeus, all the day lona,
/ Was my jov aud my sorg,
O that ail his sulvation mag'in see !
He tath loved me, | cried,
He hath suftercd wnd died,
To redeem such a relie] as e !
Oun the wings of his love,
I wan carried above
Ailsin, and tempiatior, and pain ;
I could not Lelieve
That I'ever should grieve'—
Thut 1 ever should suifer agun.
Fvery thing conspired to make ine happy. Whether
I looked upon the hewvens above, or the earth be-
neath, theéy sparkled with the Creator’s glory ; all
ereation seemed to smile upon my soul, and speak its
Muker's praise.  ‘T'he ficlds broke forth into singing,
and the trees clapped their hands. The glory of
Lebanon was given unto them—the excellency of
Cuarmel aud Sharon, beenuse the glory of God, and
the excellency of our Godo In man and Lieast, 1 saw
the wisdom, power, nnd gaodaess off God, shine cen-
spicuously. | was filled with wonder, anud felt the
utmost tenderness and love for every ereatire God
had made.  With clowing admiration-I have beheld,
and with grateful pratse contesse I, the inimitzble
skill of his all-creatiag hand o the formation of afly,
and the painting ot a Hower. More especially when |
considered,—-¢ T'his is ot harely the work of God,
but of my God, my tuther, and my friend.?  When |
reflected-on deathy judement, heaven, or even hell, it
filled me with comtort 5 but above all—at the name
of Jesus, my heart took fire,a nd kindled into love.? ?
We have inserted this aceount of Mr. Black’s con-
version entire, beranse it ativrds so striling a proof
of the realily of experimental relizion, and arcouuts
satisfuctorily for that ardont love Le afterwards fol-
for the salvation of perishing souls, wud the burniig
zeal he evineed in the spread of the Redecmer’s King-
dom. No mmister can toc) as he oachit for the wiol-
fare of his fellov men, and rizhtly, fuily, crd sueeces-
fully dischnree the duties of Liw bicl aud Loly o
exeept he is from personal evperjence ac cunainted with |

the plan of sulvation.  "I'rue converiion is a sine GuG
non in the qualifieations of the winisteriand churncter,
(Tolheersaine )
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The unagination never

Tne Birn-Muesarn.,
conceived a more excaiscte picture of Leauty. than
the dave of the ark siiding townards Ararat with the |
olive branch, over ti;e =til, solitary, measureless syr-
face of the waters ziuzin s down upon its own shadow, |
and listening to tire music made by its own wings,

Dearn.—Death is the great treasure house of
love. I'here Ises buried the real wealth af passion
and of youth ; there the heart, once so prodiaal, now
growvn the miser, turus« to coutemuplate the hoards it
has hidden from the world. Henceforth, it is but
he common and potty coins of affection that it
wastes on the use and things of life.

Orviginal Communications. = .
THE PRESENT LIFE CONSIDERED n:'i-
REFERENCE TO ETERNITY,

It is an importaut truth, theoretically” helieved, yor
not generally acted upon, that this life has referenog ;
to another.  T'he mcre probability of a future stateiof -
cxistence is sufiicient to awaken in tile minds of the -
subjects of it a very auxious concern regpecting the
charuacter of that state, whether it will be one thpvv
piness or misery; and in proportion to the doubefial.
ness which surrounded the subject, it might reasonnﬂ,
be supposed, would be the anxicty experiencedy
Various are the arguments, derived frem unalogy end
other probable sources, in favour of the immoml”
of the human soul, and of a future state of.rewands
and punishments: butthe matter is now fully set at rest,.
and the stronge st assurance given of the absolute truth-
fulness of the doctrines mentioned, and which at the
very Lest, were viewed hut as probable, by Socrates,
Plzto, and otber distinguished pagan Philosopheps.
« Lite and immortality” have been ¢“broughtto light
through the Gospel’’; and it is now made a matter of
direct and authoritative revelation that mau is immoe-
tal—immortal not by the constitution of nature, bat
by the will and appointment of his Creator. Itisuet
therefore, an optional matter, whether or not, we"il
exist hereafter—exist we must—existence, in anothier
state, is bound upon us as an inalicnable inheritamse
—itis somcthing that we cannot possibly shake -
There is something very solemn and affecting in this
thaught, that the remotest ages imaginable of et
so to speak, will witness cur conscious heing,
tho’, over the graves of our bodies, the sun, and me '
and stars, will rise, and set, our deathless spirits wills
witness their decay and destruction, and be presest -
at their obsequies, and then shall continue to livef;or
ever and ever! The thouzht is aflecting, even were

ve conscious of the future state Leing to us a happy
state: how much more so is it, when, there is a probe-
bility of the reverse of this being the case, andof
cternity, with its interminalle ages, proving to'us
painful and miseralle in the cxtreme!—This possi
Lility i< not a ehimera—an oftzpring of fancy—a mere
dozimn of hard-hearted religionists. The Scriptures
of Truth reveal it—and decide, beyond all successfol

that men, in certain circumstances,
posscsed of errtain dispositions, guilty of certain se-
tions «ntering into cternity with these unchanged and
unforgiven, shall ¢ perish”, and ¢ go away into ever-
lasting punishinent.”  This punishment is not an ar

| Litraty actof the Great Creator—results not from any

supposed sovereign decree, dooming them, *orever

they were born,” to this state of remediless woe, GOd
forbid that we should for a moment entertain 80 fi"')
honourable, so cruel, so horrifving an idea of that mer- |
ciful and just Being, who has solemnly “sse"rmed'
that He has no pleasure in the death of the wsckfd’r .
and is not willing that any shoald perish, bat that o

should come to repentance. The future misery of the
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