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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON,

Quingoagesima Bunday.

PREPARING FOR LENT.

oy faith hath made thee whole,”
xviil. 42))

Which of us, dear brethren, has such
perlect spiritual health that he does not
need to call upon Christ, our all-merci-
ful physiciasn? We are all erippled,
blind sud sick. The great remedy by
which we must be healed is faith, We
see how the blind man in to-day's gos-
pel war made whole by lalth. Io an
other place we read of the woman with
an issue of blood made well by faith.
And in many other parts of Scripture
faith is put down as our great healing
remedy.

Thank God, we have received the
great blessing of the Catholie faith !
Bat is our faith what it ought to be?
I it a living faith? If we have a liv
ing faith it will show iwelf by ons
deeds. Lot ns examine ourselves to-
day as to oar intentions for the coming
Lent. How much practical faith shall
we find in ourselves 7 ** Faith without
good works is dead.”” How can we ex-
pect that such faith will make us whole?
Are you dreading the approach of this
season of penance? Are you calculat
ing the easiest terms upon which yon
ean get through it? Do you look upon
it as an evil time, which must be borue
with, but out of which you expect to

get nothiog but discomiort ?

It you look upon Lent in this splrit,
you are no troe follower of Christ and
the Cross—your faith is not a liviog
faith. And a dead faith is worse than
aseless, for such a faith can abide only
in the lukewarm, of whom the Holy
Ghost spesaks thus: ** Woanld thon wert
ecold or hot. Bat because thou art
Jukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I
will begin to vomit thee out of My
month.’ Boware lest your presegt lack
of the Christian spirit of penance be
the beginniog of yoar casting forth ?

But do not misunderstand and think
that we must relish this coming season
of penance. in our lower natures, just
as & bungry man relishes his dioner.
That is not the kind of relish we are
bound to have. Although we may
have an involuotary horror of penance,
if we, nevertheless, appreciate our need
of mortification, and are determined to
make the most of this opportunity, all
the more because we Instinctively
dread it, we show that G »d has at least
a large part ol our hearts. He wants
the whole of them, saying: * My son,
give M» thy heart.” Bat it we keep a
part for our miserable seives, In His
mercy, though grieved, He will not
condemn us.

But il any one has not at least a de
terminatios to try, he may well tremble
at his condision. If he thinks he can
salely put off his repentance to his
death-bed, he deceives himsolf. The
odds agaiost such a wan's beiog saved
are tremendous. 1)ses it not stand to
reason that an ordinary man who vas
spent his life in sin cannot, unless by a
miracle of grace, accomplish in a short
hour, or perhaps less time, what it has
taken good men a lifetime to do? The
dylng sioner may persuade the priest
that he ras repented, but is it not be
canse he has deceived himself in his
fear of death ? [ we could test his re
pentance by offering him ten years
more of life, wonld he persevere in his
good intentions? If he has resolved
not to sin any more for the sole reason
that he has no chance left him for doing
80, his repentance is a sham, and all
the absolations of all the priests that
have ever lived canunot save his soul.
““Asa man lives, so shall he die.”” Isit
not easier to repent now, while you are
ahle, than upon your death-bed, when
disease and sin have almost robbed you
of peauon ?

Have a living faith which will show
itself by deeds! And lst the prayer of
the blind man bs the prayer of each of
us, ‘' Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
upon me."”” And let ns nob cease until

(Luke

Jesus answors us, **Thy faith hath
made thee whole,"”’
D
A MINISTER'S QUEST IN THE
CATACOMBS.
DOES THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH KXIS1
TO-DAY IN ITS MINISIRY AND
SACRAMENTS

Tha controversialiat of that ““City of
Confogion '’ known oflicially as the Pro
testant Kpiscopal Charch, and called
by several other names by its adherents,
has his advantages and disadvantages
growing out of the multitude of doe
trines which are held avd condemned
at the sawe time by one or more ol the
varied schools of opiuion or sects con
tained within this seet. While the
Protestant Fpiscopal controversialist

of the '* Low "' variety is shooting his
arrows at Rome, fo istance, he is
likely to strike some of his brethren of
the ' High' Chuarch, or in between,

His opponent has some troable ia * get

ting back,” becanse in attempting tc

strike the P, K.'s as a body he finds

bimself position the Irishman
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Chestout, and called the ** Church of
be Baviour.” These two sermons
were, respectively, on the guestions,

Does the

Chureh of the catacombs

in its mit ry and sacra

** Is the Church in Rome

at was ander Rome 2"’
DOES IT EXIST TO-DAY ?

As an introdoction to the first of
these discourses Rev. Dr. J. Sanders
Reed paid his compliments to the
‘‘American Episcopal’”” Church and its
‘ gilt edged piety,”” and asked how
many ol its twentieth ocentury wmem
bers would get up at dawn to attend
divine worship underground. It is
hard enongh now, he sald, to get a
handiul at & convenient hour on a fine
day, with the church well-heated, the
pews and kneeling benches cushioned
and the music Ane. The speiker could
find no resomblance here to the Church
of the Catacombs, but had he looked
beyond his own sect he could have
found & church whose members srowd

exist to aay
and

the Charch tl

nents ?

its humblest and coldest chapel before

day.

G’-Ie then took a shy at our Baptist
brethren, stating that inscriptions in
the catascombs showed burial of nec-
phytes or uewly-baptized Christians as
young as twenty one months, an argu-
went for infaut baptism; and spoke of
a font found in the catacombs insoribed
as having been used by BSt. Peter,
said font being too shallow to permit
of the immersion of even an infant.
However, our Baptist brethren need
not worry sbout this seemingly con-
clusive argunment, since it was over-
looked by the reverend doctor in his
next sermon, one week later, when be
denied that St. Peter ever was in
Rome,

Again, he referred to paintings of
8t. John the Baptist pouring water on
our Divine Lord's head as another
argnment against immersion, a repre-
sentation to be seen on a stained glass
window of a Baptist echurch a couple of
blocks away from Dr, Reed's.

Coming to symbols of the D'essed
Kucharist found io the catacombs, he
contended that it is more than a sign
or a souvenir ; that it is, in fact a cen
tral act of worship, yet a week later he
sald that there is nothiog in the cata-
combs to indicate a belief in the doe-
trine of transubstantiation. Whoat is
left but a symool where this doctrine
is denied ?

Allpsion wae made to services being
held on the slabs of the tombs of
martyrs and the possible relerence in
the Apoealypse to this, but the speaker
neglected to state tha: uader the altar
stone in each Catholic Church there
are relics of the saints—another simil-
larity between Rome on earth and
under the earth.

Reference was made to the love
feasts, where rich and poor ate to-
gether after the service. And we have
nothing like that to-day, sald the
speaker. And here again he over-
looked the Catholiec Church, for its
Holy Name societies, alamni sodalities
and other bodies have breakfast reun-
ions after receiving Holy Communion
in a body.

The order of deaconesses, which he
said bad recently ** been reintroduced
in the church, to its good,”” was shown
to have existe! in the days when the
primitive Christians worshiped in the
catacombs. These ‘' consecrated vir-
gins'' were engaged in works of charity
oaring for the poor and sick, and in
strucsing the young., The reverend
speaker did not deem it necessary to
state that the Catholic Church had
never found it necessary to ** reintro
duce’’ these ‘‘consecrated virgins,’' lor
the simple reasun that they have never
been left out of it. Besides, his phrase
of *‘cousecrated virgins'' was rather at
variance wicth his attack on celibacy a
week later.

fa concluding this talk, the speaker
claimed thau the chureh called to day,
in the New Wor!d, the Protestant Epi--
copal Church can trace back its line-
age to toe Church of the catacombs.
Bat we shall see how he succeeded.

I8 IT THE CHUROH OF ROME ?

‘“ Is the Church 1n Rowe the Church
that was under Rome ?'' attracted a
faic crowd (for a Protestant church) on
Sunday evening last, notwithstandiog
the inten-e cold. There is no conceal-
ing the fact that the religiously in
clined ol this ** higher criticism '’ age
are interested in ‘* Rome,’’ though they
80 frequently choose strange methods
of learuing ot her. Few of them wounld
g0 to an allopathic physician to get a
fair exposition of homoeopathy, Some
of the gentlemen critizing ** Rome "’
seem, from their special pleading, to be
uryiog very hard to convince them-
selves,

With an utter disregard of the feel-
nis *‘ higher = preshren, Ur.
Reed spoke of the gull that separates
“ Rome " from Protestantism, over
lcoking the faect that the gulf that
soparatos ** low ' from ** high " in his
own denomination is wide and deep, and
that practically ail of ** Rome's '’ tenets

Lgs ol

are held within that budy officially
known as the Piotestant Episcopal
Church,

The early Church, he said, was con
tent to worship Christ in privation and
destitution, the infereuce beivg that
* Rowe " is not., Yet it is admitted
that the members of no other Church
make such sacrifices. Despite his own
relerence to St. Peter's font the previ
ous week, he contended that St, Peter
was never in Rome, and said it was a
wyth that he stayed there twenty-five
years. Very little reference, he said,
15 made to 8. Peter in the catacombs,
and he referred to glasses, one of which
showed St. Peter and St. Paul side by
side, with Peter on the left hand. Here
the speaker again forgot himself, say
ing that the ouly apostle distinguished
trom the rest of the twelve was Si.
Paul. St Paal, of course, was not one
of the twelve at all,

Panvioius, who is certainly as good
wn aathority as Dr. Reed, says that the
Ceweterinm Ustrianum is the oldest of
the cataconby, becanse "'it was in use

when 3t. Peter preachtd the faith to
the Romans.”” The Venerable Bede,
whom perhaps some of the doctor's co-

religionists would claim as one of them
selves, spoaks of the ‘' Cemeterium
majus "’ as the ono wherein Peter bap-
| tized (perhaps using the font Dr. Reed
tound one Sunday and lost the nex
The one picture on glass showing St.
Pator on the left seems conclusive to
Dr. Reed, but the larger number of
representations show Peter on the
right ; and in one instance the Blessed
Vuirgio is in the centre, with Paul on
the right aud Peter on the left. Some
represont our Lord Himsell at the lelt
of Su. Paul, but our enthusiastic
admirer of Sut. Paul (vxcept in his love
for celibacy) would not argne from
that. Perish the thought !

8t. Peter is represented as another
Moses striking the rock in some cases,
our Lord standicg between Moses and
Poter, evidently signifying that they
are the dispensers, nnder God, of the
Old and New Law.

THE DOCTOR IN REVIEW.

As our readeis will remember, we
went exhaustively into this question
wnen Peter's primacy alone was in
question. We may pass to other sub-
jects. Oa that oceasion Raev., Willlam
Downey, Methodist, told his congrega
tion that we publiched the best report

of a sermon of his that he had ever
had, bnt we then devoted four columns
to tearicg him out. In passing, we
may say that the N.w Testament con-
tains smple evidence of Peter's leader
ship. it the doubting Protestant will
but thke a concordance snd read each
text referring to that saint.,

That Poter was in Rome is admitted
by such eminent non Catholic writers
#w8 Grotins, Cave, Larduer, W bitby,
Macknight, Hales, Ciudius, Mynster,
Schafl, Neander, Steiger, Ds Wette,
Wieseler, Credner, Bloeck, Meyer, Hil-
genfeld, Rensn, Mangold and Pearson.
The last named writer says : ‘‘That
8t. Peter was in Romg is so clear in
Christian antiquity that it is a shame
tor any Protestant to confess that any
Protesvant ever denied us. When the
chair of Poter and the Cemetery of
S3. Pater and Marcellinus are abso ute
ly unmentioned by Dr. Reed, one
wonders why he has not questioned the
authenticity of the catacombs them
selves.

Wher he accused the Church of Mar-
iolatry, and . poke of paintings exalting
Mary above cur Divine Lord, he jor
got all about the caracombs, and quoted
prayers allegea to be by St. Boniven
tara od a Protestant hymn praising
our Lord, altered by some Catholie in
Albany, to sing the praises of the
Biessed Virgin, 1. R-ed eounld fiud
little refereuce to the Mother of God
in the ecatacombs, »nd no' Ave
Marie '’ among the inscriptions. The
Archangel Gabriel's salutation would
have furnished him with the latter,
and the catacombs represent her in
at least twenty paintings of the magi
and in others of ** The Annunciation,’’
the *‘ Findiog of the Child Jesus in
the Temple,”” ete. And she is partic-
ularly well represented in the pictures
in the Cemetery of Priscilla. Mary
is considered by Catholics the greatest
of the saints and the most power
ful ntercessor awmong them, and,
perhaps the marriage feast of Cana
and our D.vine Lord’s first miracle,
there periormed at her request, though
He said His time had not yet come,
should prove son.e excuse for such be.
lief. To pay her oivioe honcor would
be idolatry in a Catholic ; a ** high "’
churcaman, with his Lady chapel,
might exaggerate the devotion and es
cape condemnation because there is no
authority in his denomin.tion to eall
him to account. But Catholics are
authoritatively taught to distinguish
between the honor due to God alone
and that due even the greatest saint.
Though flowers of rhetoric may at
times deceive the non Catholic iato
thinking that Catholics pay too much
honor to the saints, it must always be
observed that they are asked to pray
for us, And the question naturally
arises, ‘‘ To whom shall they pray ?”’
When that question is answered, all
doubi as to proper distinctions should
disappear. ’

The beliefs in a purgatory and
prayers for the dead are necessarily
related. The latter implies the former.
Some of the epitaphs in the catacombs
not only show these doetrines in the
primitive Church, but also the cus
tom of invoking the saints, of whom
Dr. Reed might admit the Blessed
Virgin to be one. How much of pres
eat-day Catholic castom and liturgy is
shown in these.

¢ Mayest thou live
Spirit.”’

I commend to the, Bassilla (Saint
Bassilla) the innocence of Gemellus.”
(Oa his tombstone,)

** Lady, (Saint B .ssilla), we, Crecen
tinus and Micina, commend to thee our
daoghter Crescentina.’’

‘ Pray for thy parents."
“ May thy spiri

in the Holy

y thy spirit rost well la God.
Pray for thy parents.’’

“ May God refresh thy spirit.”

** Refresh, O God, the soul ot—"'

“ Viucentia in Christ. Pray for
Phoebe and her husband.”’

‘ Holy souls, have in remembrance
Marcianus Successus Severus and all
our brethren.”’

‘ And in your prayers pray for us,
because we know you (to be) in Christ,”’

In concluding his sermon, Dr. Reed
8.d the Relormation was not a new
departure, but a disinterment of the
body of Christ, which had been buried
alive, and that the Church which the
aposties left was the Church of Cran
wer, Keble, Kingsley, ete. It was not
& relormation, but a resurrection. But
there is an awful gap between the
apostles and Cranmer. Dz Reed's
theory buries the Church for more than
a thousand yesrs. However, he filled a
part of the gap, for in quoting Pope
Gregory, * servant of the servants of
God,” as rebukiog a Bishop elaiming
superiority, he spoke of him as sending
Augustine to Kngland, and yet, and
yot— Itome did not have the primacy.

The next time a member of Dr,
Reed’'s congregation wants to know
something about the catacombs. let him
read ** Roma Sotteranea.”” But why
shou'd a good Protestant leave the
Bible as a rule of faith and take up a
cemetery ? Come, let us go to one of
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the Protestant cemeteries of to-day and
see how much Protestant Episcopal
doctrine it has for the ages to come.
The Reformation had a subterranean
source, no doubt, but it was not the
catacombs, — Philadelphia Catholic
Standard aod Times.

" KNOWLEDGE IS POWER "

Catholic Universe,

¢ Koowledge is power."’—Bacon.
This expreseion Is founded perhaps in
the passage from the Bible, ** A wise
man is strong.” It reminds us of a
story. Some rolling mill men were
seeking to separate a mastif and a
small dog which he appeared to be
about to eat. Tbough the men pulled
and pouauded and threw water un the
mastiff, they could not sacceed in
making bim let the small dog go. A
dude coming along and noticing the
commotion stopped. Takiog in the
situation, he said to the muscalsr men
about him : ‘¢ Stand back! Stapd
back! 1 will separate them.”” The
men looked at him contemptuously and
waid: ** What! You separate them ?"’
“*8tand back | Stand back !’ he said.
Reachiog into his vest pocket he tock
ont a little box and uncuvering it took
therefrom a pioch of something., He
held ghis to the nostrils of the wastiff
small ove half across the road. The
little dog took to his heels and, yelpiog,
passed out of sight. While the mastiff
continued to sneeze and the mill men
looked on with surprise, the dude put
the box again into his vest pocket and
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as jauntily he started away, he said in
a minciog tone: ** Knowledge is power.
kaowledge is power |’

To know bow to wring vistory from
defeat, and make stepping-stunes of our
stumbling-blocks, is the secret of sue-
cess,
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Pius X to the Editors and Contributors

of

Che Catholic Encpelopedia

Most Reverend John M. Fark
Archbishop of New York,
Most Illustrious and Reverend Sir \
Through your good offices the Holy Father has lately
received the first volume of the (illustrated) Catholic Ency

clopedia which is to be followed by fourteen other volumes.

Quite apart from the rich binding especially prepared for
His Holiness, and from the numerous remarkable illustra-
s tions which enhance the value of the work and which

charm the reader by their perfect artistic finish, the Holy
Father notes with a special satisfaction the importance and
practical utility of this new encyclopedic work. To collect
and publish in a form so attractive for the English-speaking
world where there are still so may non-Catholics, the mag

niﬁcen\ and immortal achievements of the Catholic Church
and her children in the domains of science, literature, and
art, cannot but be an enterprise eminently helpful and
beneficent. Moreover, as the preface of the first volume
explicitly states, the purpose of the work is to set forth the
immense benefits conferred through the Catholic Church on
mankind, not only by furthering moral and social develop-
ment, but also by promoting civil, scientific,
growth and In the
heartily congratulates the efficient editors

borators on the firs
courages them to ¢

and artistic
Holy Father
and their colla-

progress. conclusion,

t happy fruit of their labours;

he en

nue with zeal the gre
they have set their hands, and as an earnes
good will he bestows on each of them his
diction.

it task to which
st of his special
Apostolic bene-

I avail myself of this welcome occasion to assure your

Grace of my very profound esteem, etc..

ety

JO\,

(Signed)

Rome, 1 Dec., 1907,

Note The official Tetter of ¢
written in Italinn and on 1)
made specially for the Papa 1
to note, in the center of t o1, the water-mark hert
reproduced, which displays the tiara, and the keys, abov
the Jetters S, P, The initials stand for d
Palatium Apostolicum (“Sacred Apostolic Palace'— se«
he Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume 1, page 26).
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