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vention must be deadly dull—a clear-
ing house in fact for controversial
derelicts. The other day the Baptists
donned their war-gear and hied them-
solves to Montreal. They orated in
the same old way abou’ the sucecess of
the Grande Ligne mission. Mention
was made of a convert ex priest, Foeur-
nier. The “ex '’ is unknown to us.
He may be in guest of morey and &
wife—the goal of the unfrocked in the
time of Erasmus, or he may be one of
the Pope's garden weeds that Swilt
talks of. At present he has been ad-
mitted to membership with the Baptists,
who are never content to exercise
their own religion unless they can also
trouble the religion of others.

The Rev. Mr. Webb alluded to the
unrest of the Roman Catholic popula-
1ation of Montreal, their anxiety when
they find light and peace to communi-
cate the Gospel to others, etc. One
fact that has escapod the reverend
gentleman is that any educated French
Canadian can give him a bad quarter of
an hour on religious matters. For in
stance, he might ask how and where
are this light and peace to be found.
What reason can Rev. Mr. Webb give
to show that God has spoken ? He
says, we assume, that the Bible con-
tains the Word of God. Bat the proof.
What motive can he assign for a belief
in Baptist tenets ? Is the Bible in-
spired ? Certainly, is the invariable
answer. But show us, for we have not
muzzled our resson : Does the Bible
say that it is inspired ? It does not.
Even if it did, such testimony would
ast be conclusive. May we not at all
events read the Bible and get light
and peace. But when a gen‘leman,
staking his belief in a book for whose
inspiration he can furnish no proof,
twits us about light and peace, we are
apt to think that some of our friends

do not reason for themselves. Does
the Bible, a many sided and mys-
terions book dealing with mys-
teries, find a fit interpreter in a

Baptist clergyman ? Must we blind-
ly accept his interpretation of it?
Scholarly as he may be, he must admit
that Luther was not far wrong when he
declared, that no man who has not dur-
ing a hundred years governed the
Church with the prophets, with Jesus
Christ and the apostles, is competent
to interpret Sacred Scriptures.

Again, we should like a sure guide to

$he domain of true doctrine. The werehbhey *‘00‘39":“ by Whii“(’} &l;d bla'i};
. as the commandments O od, woa
Presbyterian believes that Infants | o "ohe eff.ct of stoppiog both the
siould be baptized : the Baptist be | yiot and the crimes that lead to the
lioves that they should not. Which | riot. Thou shalt not kill. Or if you

the true doctrine ? Are the Presby
terians, who in point of scholarship are
far superior to the Baptists, in error on
this important matter ? We trust,
however, that Rev. Mr. Webb sees the
absurdity of asking anyone who has not
lost his reason, to base his hopes of sal-
vation on the interpretation which &
fallible man is pleased to put on the
Word of God.
In the evening, according to the
Montreal Gazette, several speakers de
clared that there was great need of
bringing the light of Christianity to
the Catholic population of Canada, par
ticularly to the French Canadians. To
tell us that men of masterfal intellect,
a8 Manning, Newman, etc.; that
children of the Ohurch which laid the
very foundation of modern civilization ;
that Catholics who ennoble public lifein
Canada are not Christians — is very
Baptist indeed. This frenzied fanati-

ated by Baptist ministers. Mr. Bosworth
concluded his remarkable address by
saying ** If Canada was to be prosper-
ous, Protestantism must bo her faith.”
No comment is necessary. lt must be
clear to any fair-minded citizen that
these Bapuist are poorly
equipped for the conversion of anybody.
More, they are burdened with ignor-
ance that would be ruinous to the pro-
spects of any venture not connected
with the Baptist ministry, And this
ignorance is so frank and shameless as
to make the brain reel. Instead of
formulating a plan of campaign and
presenting argument, they indulge in
claptrap that is as empty at it is of-
fensive. And they are to convert Cath-
olies.

minis ers

BAPTIST.

ANOTHER
Deacon Peter Graham is a happy
man. For the information of our
readers we may state that Peter saved
the country by his signal bravery at
Peterboro, Ont., O:t. 18. And he did
not have the colonel’'s musket. Alone
he did it, brave Peter, with a vocabu-
lary that is restricted, but energetic.
We may mention that he is a Baptist
and a well-known Orangeman. Not to
embarass him with undue eulogy we
hasten to add that he called Sir Wilfred
Laurier a traitor, a Jesuit, at the morn
ing session of the Baptist Convention
at Peterboro, Oct. 18.
The Premier may not be a whit in-
censed at being termed a Jesait. For
he has read the pages of history that
has been written by the Jesuits of
Canada. He knows the lessons on
heroism and saintliness that have been
given by them in storied Quebec.
And, mindful of their teaching, he is
the exponent of Canadianism that ad-
mits of no discrimination in eivil
matters on the lines of religion. He is
a cultured Christian gentleman whose
lips are wedded to courtesy—a states-
man of acknowledged prowess—a Cana-
dian who walks the highway of love and
honor.

ONLY A HALF MEASURE.
¢ Certain of the clergy of Atlanta,”
says the Catholic Transoript, ‘‘ are of
opinion that a more general distri-
bation of bibles among the people would
help to put an end to the race riot
scandal. It is indeed true that there
are some passages of that book which,

do the one or the other, you shall be
punished in an eternal hell. The Bible
o)ntains laoguage like this. Sach
outgivings ought to make the most des
perate pause. Buat what binding force
have such mandates and sanctions on
minds that question the very existence
of a divine Lawgiver? Why take the
trouble to say, I'hus saith the Lord
God, to him who will answer: Yes, if
there is a Lord God? Why threaten
hell upon him whe will answer: Yes,
if there is a he)’. Why speak of eter-
pity to him who is persuaded that all
things end with the grave? No, the Bible
itselt will not do. [Chere must be a
fnndamentum of faith. We must be-
lieve that God exists and that He will
reward and punish according to deserts.
He has sent forth His law and He has
pamed the sanotion for those who re-
fuse to submit.
breaks the sixth commandment and the
American
bebolding Judge. Two wronge
not make one right.

clsm may please ohildren, minors, snd

The African who

who breaks the filch are
eqaally guilty ln the sight of the all.
can
Spread the bible,
by all means, but also and above all
supplicate Heaven for a pure and

We cannot refuse
I is a thing we

cannot be put aside,
to give it a hearing.

with a crucilying love
shall win the people, and if we do not,

mast reckon with, which we must |8ball nos win, and we shall not deserve
weigh, masver and understand. Iv can- | 0 Wit Do not neglect to do until the
not ve put aside with a sneer or with question has grown too large. There
ridicule. Itisa mighty, palpitating, all | '® necessity for action now.

Here Dr. Stafford alluded to the

absorbing question, and it demands
trom us and all the world serious con-
sideration, and if so, can be a happy
solation.

Here Dr. Stafford asserted that if
such a solution were not found, we
would face a social revolution com-
pared to which the French Revolation
was mere child's play.

In inaugurating this pulpit we could
not do better than to enunciate Cath-
olic principles and the Catholic mes
sage to the moral world. Socialism is
the question of the ¢ay. Itisnot ag
nosticism. It is not atheism, lois a
solemn question, and we must approach
it with profound sympathy, for when
we say ‘‘ socialism’’ we say ten thou-
sand things. When one proclaims him
self a soclalist he conveys no defivite
idea of his beliefs. The title conveys a
thousand ideas, from ths wildest Utop-
ian dreams to the highest ideals. It is
our daty to u-derstand it, to enter into
it, to treat it with sympathy, to en-
deavor to find out the truth in it, and
when found to accept that truth We
must give the right hand of fellowship
to every man who is working for the
amelioration of the workingman's con-
dition, no matter how wild his dreams
Let us not forzet these views are held
by men with devoted hearts, and men
animated by such a spirit are our
brothers and must be met in such a
spirit and with understanding.

The speaker enumerated, as disclos
ing the causes of the gro~th of Social
ism, the history of the past, when taoa
sands of laboring peop'e were obliged to
live on a scant allowance and whose
existence could not be called living ;
when the man with a wife and ch ldren
could not make adequate provision for
them, and when the man in a castle on
the hilltop looked down like a god on
the little things of earth. The mem
ories of those days are not eradicated
from the minds of men. Leo XIIL.,
who desired to be called the Pope of
the working people, said we must ap
proach this subject sympathetically,
even when presented by those who
advocate extreme views, and treat them
in the right way, for it is patural for
them to make a mistake and to forget
that if they tear down society, they
must build up society. If the present
is the best man can do, after all these
ages, how can we hope to baild by
destroying ? Ic would be as if a man,
attempting to improve this beautiful
chureh, would tear it down and begin
again, using the broken stones.

RADICALS ARE OPPOSED TO OCHRISTIAN
ITY.
The radical Socialists are opposed to
Christianity, said the speaker, beaise
they do not understand the Cnurch.
They say: * Yon Christiaus live in
eternity. You make this world a hell
and look for your heaven hereafter.
You are guilty of social vices most
monstroas, and your doctrines make a
man not think of the things of this
world. We want to bring about a con
dition which will make this earth a
heaven. In order to bring this about
we must tear down, We wish to bring
abont a condition in which every man,
woman and child will bs blessed with
pesce and pleaty, and not be forced
into the world to eke out a miserable
existence. That is our cult, our re
ligion, our hope.”
To that the Catholisc Church is oo-
posed, and we must oppose it. We
must show them what is the trae Cath-
olic teaching and sho v them that the
Catholic Ohurch is the highest soocial
ism ; trat the Oatholic Cnurch is the
totality of socialism, which contains for
humanity not only what is best in etern-
ity, but in time. Her desire, as that of
her Divine Foander, is that when the
children shall cry for bread they shall
not receive a stone. Heand she prays:
*Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven’'—that is, that justice shall
reign on earth as it doesjin heaven, And
again,
bread."

as the bread of the soul,

oot

gees God in action.
majesty of the mountains, in the im-

“Give us this day oar daily

God intended that maashould
have bread to sustain this lite as well
He intended

necessity for higber education and for
parochial schools, but said that he is

proioundly econvinced that there is more

necessity for meeting this gaestion of

Socialism, and, looking around, he does
see any preparaton to meet it.
We must get ready.

Humanity believes in God bacause it
It sees Him in the

wensity of the ocean, and standing
under the blue vault of heaveu man al
most perforce elevates himself to God.
Hamsanity saw Jesus Christ and tte
manifestations of His Divine Lyve and
knelt at His feet. When those who
preached His Gospel poioted oat that
He died for all, suffered for all, they
won the world. That is the love that
won the world and the love the Chris
tisn must manifest for his fellow-men.
Love conquers the world. We may fail
in the in'ellcctual conflict ; for every
+Mrmation there is a negation. Bat to
say to a man. No matter how depraved
sou are, no matter how great a sinner
you are, you are still my brother,
ereated by the same God, redeemed by
the same Christ. It you are hungry we
will feed you ; in prison, we will visit
you ; if stricken with the most loath
some disease, we will stay with you,
because we see in you our brother in
Jesus Christ ''—that is an appeal that
wins.
A STORY OF LOVE,

Here Dr. S:afford dramatically re-
lated the story of a Sister of Charity
by the bedside of a girl who was dying
from a loathsome disease which had
blinded her. She asked her mother to
kiss her, but the parent drew back in
borror. Tne Sister of Charity, realiz
ing the agony of heart that the dying
child would suffer through the denial of
this last boon, stepped forward without
an instaut's hesitation and tenderly
pressed her lips to those of the sufferer.
And ths child, thinking her mother had
kissed her died with a smile on her face.
Toere, said the preacher, is the
Catholie Caarch. Taere is the divine
love which is the love of Jesus Christ.
There is the solution of the social
question. Taere is the hope of the
tutare, the love of the Man nailed to
the wood outside the eity of Jerusalem.
Ia conclasion, the preacher urged his
hearers to pray that the messages to
go out from that pulpit would aid in
bringing the world to Christ ; that His
spirit might enter every sad heart,
flitrate into every soul, which, though
not cognizant of Him, is nevertheless
working for the amelioration of the con-
ditions of humanity.

ST. STANISLAUS KOTSKA, 8. J.

NOVEMBER 13,

No matter how sin stained we may
be, and how# often from the depth gof
stricken hearts we have need to cry,
‘ wash me yet more fron my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin,’’ it is true
that while we possess a shadow of con
seions goodness—sin viewed objective:
Iy causes us to shudder aund turu away.
[t seows 8o dark and so horrible, and
those who commit it so untrue and so
base.

We read it in the daily papers—har-
rowing accounts of unnatural crimes,
till i1t seems as though the spiritual had
been killed and the animal alone lived.
Tennyson makes the great and good
king Acthur cry before the last great
bartle in which he met his death :

“ I found Him in tho shining of the stars,
Imark:d Him in he flyweriog of His flolds;
Bu. in His ways wi h men Ifind Him nov.”

And it is only too true that as long
a3 we porsess ideals wo seek the God
in wan and find it not, making the
mistake of seeking in a creature, per
fections oaly to be found in & Divine
Baiog. It is sad to see eyes, looking
around and before, with a look of in
floite disappointment, when it they

would be satisfled.

living

taith in what the Bible contains.”

that every ohild of God should have

If we do, we | tl

would but gaze upwards all longings
Bit sometimes it
fs our good fortune to mest some 85O
noble, 80 pure, so brave, so filled with

4 ering lar Iu':,lvnd mere human
vision, penetrating to where Christ and
His angels ave.

Beautiful saint, so young aud pure,
uniting in hi those rare virtues
which belong usunally but to ripeved
maturity ; harboring no affection in his
no thought in his mind, but
at was given to his Redeemer — we
hink of him and it is ia the words of
Seripture : ‘* Thou hast made him a
little less than the angels; Thon hast
crowned him with glory and honor."
CHRISTINE SEVIER.

neolf

PRIESTLY HEROISM.

EVERY WEEK BRINGS TO LIGHT INSPIR®
ING INSTANCES OF HEROIO PERFORM-

ANCE OF DUTY.

No single week's review of the ex-
changes that come to the Catholic
editor's desk fails to bring to light ex

amples of the heroism of priests in the
performance of their daty. 1t is inspir

ing to be so constantly reminded that
in the present as in che past, ia far off
fields and right here at home, the mini

sters of God are always ready for the
opportunity ot sell-sacrifice in His
gervice. The following instances are a
few gleaned from the current week's
papers.

NINETEEN YEARS IN ALASKAN WILDS.
Says che Dauy Alaskar, Skagway :

The Rev. Father Louis R.gara, S.
J., broken in health as the result of
wineteen years spent among the Al

askan Indians of the interior, passed
ghrough this city this week on his way
to Juneau. Father Ragaru is one of
those characters such as have made the
Jesuit priests famous in the develop

ment of the Uaited States. For nearly
two decades he has travelled up and
down the Alaskan interior with this
tribe aod that, using his influence to
soiten the barbarous nature of the
native, to defend him from the avarice
of his pale brother and to impress upon
white and red the obligation of man
kind to tollow in the steps of the Holy
Oune of Isracl. He has made—as made
his proc¢ecessors on the prairies of the
Mississippi valley, the plains of the
Rockies and the frontier wilderness
everywhere — the settlement of a
pioneer country and its winning for
civilization easier. He has given his
lite to his work.
Ouly once in the last ten yoars has
Fatber Ragara made a trip to civili
zation. He has been succeeded by the
Rov. Father Jette. The latter is a
«won of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Qaebec.

HERO OF AN EPIDEMIC
The death of the Rev. Martin Meag
her, which ocenrrad recently at Kane,
Pa., is noted by the Ca holic Standard
and Times, which says that history re-
cords no more brilliant example of
hecroism and self-abnegation than that
poerformed by Father Meagher during
the smallpox epidemic at Houtzdalo.
The tortured victims, deserted by
friends, were strikea on all sides.
Father Moaghor, with utter forgetful-
ness of self, taithfully adnered to the
suffering populace, and regardless of
er.ed and denomination, administered
to the wants of the dying, and with his
oxn hands tenderly laid the 1e nainsg of
the deserted dead in their final resting

place.
SAVED LIFE AT RISK OF HIS OWN.
Rsv. J. F. Kger, pastor of S

Joseph's church,New Castle, Pa., proved
his heroic qualities recently, says the
Pittsbarg Ooserver, in assisving to save
Lo iis Barberger from death by suffoca
tion, when a sand bank caved iu
on him. The priest was ono of the first
to reach the scene, and springing into
the hole began to shovel the sand from
tre man's body, Direci'y above was a
huge block of sand whica was women
tarily expected to fall upon the resca-
ors.

they rescued the untortunate man.
IN CHILEAN EARTHQUAKE.

of the earthquake, says :
Congregation de los Sagrados Corazo

Fathers.

the divine love, that they are as lights

autoority,

Uonmindful of the peril, Father
Eger and his companions worked until

W.B Lord,an Koglishman of Valpar-
alio, jweiting in the Chilean Times
‘“In the
atternoon our little party moved to the

ovs, where are domiciled the French
Their kindness and atteation
to Afteen hundred homeless persons, to

Couvinced that in the Church we
have a divinely appointed teacher, and
having sabmitted ourselves to ber
‘we at once become cog-
nizant of much which to those outside
ber is as imperceptible as the forms and
nhues of a palnted window are to those
without the building in which it is
placed. Just as a child brought up on
the system of Plato’s * Repunlie ’ in a
State institution, knowing nothing of
father, mother, brother or sister, could
bave no notion of the charms of home
or family ties, s0 those who have not
been privileged to enter the household
of faith can have no conception of the
overpowering sense of security and
peage which her faithful children enjoy,
and in which they find the wost con-
vincing assurance that God is there ;
while the unerring instinct with which
she divines and provides for all the
wants and needs of humanity *is in
itseli a proof that [she] is really the
supply of them.” (Newman.)'

“ It is a fatal mistake,”’ continued
Father Gerard, ** %o to secupy ourselves
with the arguments furnished by reasom
solely as to make it seem, and perhaps
ourselves to faney, that in thom alone
is to he fourd the justification of our
faith, losing sight, or allowing others
to lose sight, of what is the real
strength of our position. It is not by
arguments, however cogent, that men
ara converted or that their hearcts are
gouched ; and we shall never arrive at
anything satisfactory regarding religion
if wo discuss it like a point of law or a
maxim of political economy. ‘I do not
want,’ says Newman, ‘ to be converted
by a smart syllagism ; if | am asked to
corvert others by it, I say plainly I do
not care to overcome their reason with-
out touching their hearts ; I wish to
deal not with controversialists, but
with inquirers.’ And inquirers are
jast what our agnostic friends are not.
I'hey will not even consider the possi-
bility of Christianity’s being anything
but fable and delusion ; and so long as
they remain in this state of mind, we
can have no hope of doing anything bat
answering their arguments, as I have
endeavored to do, and demonstrating
that we are not afraid to meet them
on their own terms and look them
squarely in the face.'

Thoughts like these make us under-
stand more fully the true foundation of
our faith and help us to realize the full
strength of our position. Controversial-
ists may be left to the mercy of those
skilled in concroversy ; but honest im-
quirers have a 1right to the guidance
which it is always in our power to
afford them, and a right also to the
example of virtue which it is a crime om
our part not to present.— Ave Maria.

VALPARAISO SISTERS.

In a description of the sceues incid-
ent to the recent Chilian earthquake,
given to a correspondeut by Father
Oyprian Deltor, superior of the French
Jollege in Valparaiso, the following
brief, but touching referonce is made
to the heroism of the devoted religious
in charge of the home for the aged in
that city.

“*When the catas'rcpte oceurred the
house of the Sissers of the Poor rang
with eries for help from over a hun-
dred old men who resided therein.
The good Sisters immediately began to
attend to tne latter and brought them
out one after anosther into the stieet.
They ecarried some of them in their
arms and placed them in safety. When
the last of their pensioners had been
gaved, one of the old men was missing,
and the religious immediately went in
his search, but meanwhile the building
collapsed, and eight of the devoted
and courageous nuns were buried im
the ruins.”’

1

Mary Most Holy.

Who can estimate the holiness and
perfection of her who was chosen to be
the Mother of Christ ? If to him that
hath more is given, and holiness and
divine favor go together (and this we
are expressly told), what must have
been the transcendent purity of her
whom the Creator Spirit condescended
to overshadow with His miraculous

say nothing of the wounded and sick,

presence |—Newman,




