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woman, ‘The black
trasted sombrely with

veil
the

cot-
creamy

Father Damicn and Sister St. Martin. gorge hanging in heavy folds to her

(Ethelyn Leslie Huston, in Brann's Iconoclast,)

When Father Damien voluntarily
turned his face for all time to the liv-
ing horror and physical degradation of
Hawaii's lazaretto—when his shrink
ing foot touched the Molokai ahina, the
grey, desolate island with soil reeking
with hideous disease, the air heavy
with festering, living death, the people
ghastly nightmares of rotting limbs
with brain and memory chained in a
charpel-house of putrid flesh — the
whole world rung with his name. He
was defied, this humble Belgian priest,
who for seventeen long years toiled
and suffered till strength slowly sank
and his body, too, was sucked into the
maelstrom of leprosy Thig
peasant,”’ as the Rev. Dr. Hyde of
Honolulu charitably termed him, rose
to heights that left the Rev, Hyde and
others of his ilk but cowardly pigmies
cloge to the earth, fattening their por
cine bedies and sparling like mongrels
at the solitary eagle sonring alone to
ward the forked lightning of pain and
thundrous clouds of blackness and des

pair. Robert Louis Stevenson wrote an
Apologia--an open letter to the Rav
Hyde, who traduced Damien as only

contemptible envy can, and this letter
has been published in book form, Stev
enson declining all remuneration for
his elequent &nd most potent defense
Father Damien was human, yet touched
the stars.
his name has become
will live in song and story. And on
the tonsured head of the dead priest
will rest the tender green of the death
less laure! —always.

In the city of New Orleans is the
old, old order of the House of the Good

immortal It

He died a heroic death, but |

|

coarse |

|
|
|
|

feet and the face and figure of this
holy woman, framed in the black bars,
was worthy the pen of a laureate, the
brush of a master. Ritual and dogma,
church and creed, belief and unbelief,
query and theory, Christian
Pagan—all fade and pale into insig
nificance before the unwritten history
of this woman's life. A worshipper of

and

false gods, a visionist or a Dride of |

Christ—it does not matter. B fore her
task strong men would quail At
what she sees, pure women would
hrink. From what hus endured
good women would turn, afraid and
appalled. Her work was not lighter
than Damien’s, and it has extended
over nearly three times the number of
vears, His was a martyr’
Hers is a long martyrdom living
He was an humble peasant-
priest tending pitifully the diseased
in  body. is a cultured
man ministering tirelessly to half a
century of distorted minds and leprous
souls. Before the nobility of her li
the infinitude of her sacrifize,the sweet
ness and tendernees of her personality

she

death

She

one pauses, humble and silent, Some
may criticise her creed—they must rev
¢ her deeds.  Some may revile

she holds holy—they must honor

i that ie sublime, Some may cen

st s Church—they must bow to the

| woman, Damien helped tortured
| wretches to die. She helps torture
|women to liv With her delicate,
patrician hand she has touched lives |
thos ST Snd Raneg
hat reeked with ud degrad

tion, and goftly drawn them back from

the vortex the us ghastly refuse

on the slimy of a city morgue
| With  her soft voice he has
{silenced the obscene jest and
{ reckless curse and taught in
stead the tenderness of a

Shepherd Nearly fifty years ago a|
young girl, fair as a poet's dream,

dowered lavishly by all the
with all the luxuries of Wi
and the dazzling allurements of social
life before her, deliberately closed the
flower-hung gates that opened wide i
her girlish form, and laying her
wealth at the feet of the Lady of Sor
rows, exchanged the
the debutante’s gown for the hes
serge of the sacred order. The world
did not heed as the pitiless steel swept
the silken hair from the fair brow.
There was no breath of reverential
awe from ocean to ocean as the heavy
shadows of the Black Veil fell over the
bright head. There was no acclaim as
the low chant soanded its requiem for
a maiden's death. There was only
silence, profound as the sea at night,
as the altar gave back its dead and a
pale nun lifted her eyes to the stars.
Father Damien had been schooled in

grac

] N
great

ana

self-renunciation and reared in the
shadow of the monastery. Awful as
was his sacrifice, yet he but left the

bare walls and austere life of the hum
ble priesthood behind him, He faced
hortor, but he had already renounced

rery tissues uf‘

the world. This young girl knew noth
ing of life's bitterness.
laughed with her and

feet,
lirium of youth and joyous music. Her
veins thrilled with the sweet, warm
wine of young life and fancies light as
Titania's butterflies fluttered through
her waking dreams. Life opened a
wide vista of wondrous delights, peo
pled with laughing nymphs and radi-

ant with golden sunshine. Hope
whispered her sweetest fairy tales
and at her white breast nestled the

winged god pressing the pomegranate
to her warm lips. But beyond the
golden head of the Child she saw vis

ions that startled the girl dreams
forever from her frightened eyes;

through the vibrating sweetness of the
bird’s songs she heard the low wail of
lost women and in the golden blaze of
a world's glory she saw a veiled form
whose mask was Love and whose Kiss
wag Death. Andthen her heart awak
ened to an infinite pity, and, like the
Belgian priest, she renounced the world
and gave her life to ministering in the

soul's great Lazar house. I'rom
the low voices of culture and
sweet laughter of pure women, she

turned to the gasping cry of agony
and bitter curse of despair. I'rom the
Gardens of Pleasure, bright as her
girlish eyes, she turned to the Dasert
of Eternal Night, dark as the souls
that cowered, face downward, naked
upon its thorns. From the softness of
love's caress and the warmth of love's
kies she turned to the bare walls and
brooding silence of a sacred tomb
She strangled the torturing heart-hun-
goer of her womanhood and with a
metal cross erushed back in her breast
the yearning pain for the touch of
baby lips—the thrilling sweetness of
wandering baby fingers. Her girl-
life, richin promise, she crucified upon
a cross for women whose lives were
lived-—who had loved and sinned and
suffered and cursed, and in their in-
famy and shame she buried in pure
youth, her life, her hope for all time
and there was left only to—wait.
Outside of her order few know of
Mother St. Martin. I had heard her
story and in the house of Magdalens,
in New Orleans, when the black grat-
ing swung back I saw a face still very
beautiful, eyes soft and tender, with
the fires of the South burning still
through the long years of the chill
austerity of her holy calling, and an
outstretched hand, soft and white and
exquisite—the hand of a geutle

The world |only testimony
showered its|women
roses with roval hands at her dancing |Christ, and her epithalamium is the !
The birds sang round her iu de- | saddened chant ol cloistered nans, her

prayer
it she has lift

1 thest

With her pure
ed from the gutrer's fil female
and walked with them through
the 1 doloroso till they were again
within the pale of womanhood. DBut
woman, infinitely great and infin
y pitiful, is almost unknown. The
eyes, patient and tender and saddened
by the long pilgrimage of pain, are
rarely seen beyond the cloister walls
And while there are Dr. llydes base
euough to cast mud at the marble of
her order, there is no Stevenson to
challenge the defamer and give honor
where honor is due. In ode and epic
and history are shrined and immortal-

refinemer

aunimals

ized the memories of our Jeannes
d’Arec and our Molly DPitchers, our
Olara  Bartons and our Florence
Nightingales, and pre - eminent

among them should be the memory of
this white robed nun who gave her
wealth to shelter our homeless Magda
lens and her life for their redemption.
Over her dead Christ is written ** Hom
inum Salvatum.” Over her brow rests
only the black veil. And the silent
group of shronded figures kneeling be
fore the sculptured Nazarene are her

She gave her life for
heart and soul to her

and

arc of triumph the pale sunshine riven

by an upright Cross.
New Orleans, La., Feb. 12
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A FAMOUS JEWISH

CONVERT.

From the moment of his conversion
Alphonss Ratisbonne, like another
Francis Navier, burned to win souls
for Christ. The command to *‘ go first
to the perishing sheep of the house of
Israel ' stirred his heart to its inmost
depths, and he longed to begin the
work of the regenera of his people,
Again and again he urged bis brother
Theodore to take a house where, with
the consent of their parents, Jewish
children would be received, baptized,
and brought up in the Faith of Christ.
Touched by Father Marie's representa
tions, hesitati yet not daring to
combat what might be Divine inspira
tion, the saintly priest who was then
with M. Desgenettes, Director of the
Arch confraternity at Notre Dame des
Victories, had recourse to the Bless d
Virgin and besought her to make
known the will of God. ‘‘If thisde
gign be inspired by you, O Mary, give
me a sign. Send me a child — one
gingie Jewish child—and it wiii be o
me a proof of your intervention.” The
answer was not long delayed ; the sign
was given, That same day a Jewish
lady at the point of death sent for him,
wishing to leave her two little girls in
Christian hands. With emotion too
deep for words the priest accepted the
trust—Mary's sign—and had the joy of
pouring the waters of baptism on the
head of the mother. The week was
not over when another Jewish lady,
touched by the account of the miracu-
lous conversion of Father Marie in
Rome, called on Father Theodore and
committed to his guardianship her
three little children. Others continued
to flock in, and soon it became evident
that the work so happily begun should
now beorganized. Gregory XVI., in
an audience which he granted to
Father Theodore, warmly blessed and
encouraged the enterprise, and in
Muy, 1813, several ladies desiring to
sanctify themselves under a religious
rule embracing the special mission of
Ouar Saviour, hitherto unrepresented
in the Church by any community of
men or women, offered themselves to
Father Theodore to become the spirit-

ng,

ual mothers of the Jewigh children he
bad gathered together. Thu , under
Mary's auspices, began the institute,
now <o widespread, of Onr Lady of
7 on,— Liverpool Catholic Times.
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by ths prevalence of so much that isidiscour
aging and depressing in the atmosphere of
the pulpit :nn{ tha platform, and while sen
sationalism and cha wism lold the atten
tion of ‘the unthinking and the vot
| belief, Father O'Keefle is

iries of un
firm in the convic

; tion that truth will eventually trian
» - | 1t unreasons 16 a y hy
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Carmelite Review,

THE CHURCH IN FRANCE,

At times everything would seem to point to
a coming conflict between Christianity
the powers of darkness
upheavals are the devil's opportunities
France the condition of things is most serious
and pitiable. It is pleasant, therefore, to
hear words of hope—one prophecy which has
no sound like a tuneral knell, A Frenchman
of learning and sound judgment, who has
ately made a tour of the United States,
cords his impressions of it in a calm &
criminating way ; and, in comy
country with his own, takes oces
this prediction : ‘* Infidelity is doomed,
fore the year 1900 the Lord God will be the
fashion in 'rance.’”

The world takes her fas
80 We may pray—we t with all reverence

that the genial Frenchmar ssertion may
be verified, and that the eldest daughter of

ions from IFrance ;

the Church may return to her mother.— Ave
Maria,
- -
A RASCAL EXPOSED.
I iter Crispi! Again the great

statesman ot the Italian Revolution
the public stage, as the recipiout

ecupies
f some ot

his deserts, but not by any mean e

What is more disappointing is the fact that
though he has been adjudged guilty, he has
escaped the just penal consequences of mal

feasance—evidently through his judges la
ing the courage of their convict .
mittee of the Senate has been inves
liis conneetion with tl ian Banl
ies and the charga of t yin the sale of
decorations, and found him guilty. But it
was recommended that there ba no prosecu
tion of the culprit, and this singular report
the Italian [Parliament last Wednesday
adopted by the tremendous majority of 207
to 7. We aro free to surmise that
mighty esoteric influence has been exerted to
secura this glaring non sequitur. Butitis
£0me ¢t lation to know that rascality has
been at last hunted to earth, and one of the
most daring and able foes of religion and
decency exposed in his true colors to the
scorn of mankind,—Standard and Times,

P ¥
GLADSTONE.
Freeman's Journal.

The dispatches concerning the health of
Mr. Gladstone indicate that his illustrious
career is approaching its end, It may be
delayed for a time, but there is no cure for
old age. Gladstone is one of the three very
great men of the century. The other two
are Leo NIII, and Bismarck, It is difficult
to calculate the immense iufluence the lives
of these three great men have had and will
continue to have on the world, social and
political,  Of the three, Lieo alone continues
to have a voice that is more than an echo oy
a or The othar twa hava drifte
of tha current of active affairs, and the world
thinks not on what thay do, but on what they
have done; just as it thinks on the great
dead, But Leo remains in full activity, more
potent than in any of the past years ot bis
pontificate, But even he, as ha hints in his
latest poem, looks forward to the inevitable :

Its

some

N, X

ant

One last ray. Leo, sheds thy sun

And pallid sets ; its course now run
As murky night descends ;

Descends on thee, whose torpid blood

Can withered veins no longer flood ;
Thy body fails, life ends.

-

HEALTHFUL OPTIMISM.

Rev. Henry E. O'Keefte, C. 8. P,, writing
in the April Catholic World, takes an op
timistic view of the chaotic condition of re
ligious agitation, and sees hope of better
things as a result of even the charlatanism
now so rife and rampant. ‘The appetite
for the curious, the mystical, the occult,
prompts emotional natures to listen and ac
cept,” he says. KEven the popularity of the
quacks and fakirs does not discourage him.
'I"hu spread of spiritualism, faith cures, the-
osophy and palmistry he regards as develop
ments of latent religious forces, He writes :
*“ Just where the diabolism in these beliefs
begins and where deception ends, and what
part hysteria plays over all, it is difficuls to
determine. lowever, these weaknesses
argue not the lack but the excess of faith.
l)oub,g is the lack of faith, superstition its ex-
cess,

While others are grieved and sorely tried

deal better without
Well, 1d know ; I shall tr t one

§ s 4 day, and keep to it
r twel months that man did keep to
I day I'hat indicates that he
" f ver onside natural self
But at 1hs end of twelve months h
I think it a foolish thing for a man
t fown any hard and fast line for him
sel A man ought to be able to say, * 1 will
take as much as is good for me, and as little
: i8 not good for me,” 1 will restrict my
self to what my requirements need! He

aimed at t
Six months

rd that young man was

picked up, real ik, in the street, His
employers forgave him tha first offence, &

he hiad borna an exceillent character up to
that time ; but the ffance was followad

)Y 4 S8

3 i he was eventually dismissed
from his pos

and became an cuteast from

society. Hethan plunged into a life of in
temperance, and within a few short years of
hat ¢ all delirinm tremens hurled him in

o eternity! This is how the fatal drink
habit of drunkenness grows, little by little
Sacrel Heart Baview,
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FAILURE OF THE SHAKERS.

How difficult it is for a cooper
munity to exist outside the Cat
has been illustrated in a mu
stances. Th ganization flourishes for a
; . hut invariahly ving {0 One Canse o
another, umbs. A frequent cause of
rnal discord @ jsalousies and an

failure is

tagoni and the experiment ends in

arisa

nd disintegration I'lare are other
o the absence of an Ited motive,
for example ; the t to ice any de

pendence
\\‘I:
an acc
sprung into bei
ished

The latest illustration is
the Society Shakers
Kentucky
able, as tl
bo This

be written g
colonies that h

ind this is all
Shakers

curious sect

com
fou

I lish woman named Anun Lee,
der of a blacksmith of Mancheste
girlhood she was a very violex

i ¢ )

girl, and after some distressi
which evidently disord

not strong, she wa
Christ had come upor
time ¢ had
hout preaching
migrated to /

periences
naturally
d w idea that
the earth for a second
hosen His abode in her person,
y doctrine
a, where she
Ann Leo
red that
lrawn

the

from common s
gitt of graco ¢
The Kentuc

: ha 3 T
: to eyes exalted by
18 still visible

ety

flourished

remarkably, E 3 1ghout 1he
South knew of the excellsnce of tha Shaker
wares—the the fruits, ths

ww hats and box
h kers were honest in their
nd anything purchased of them
pended upon., Hencethey mada
of cattle the culture of
< 1 articl f
yw all is gone ; the Shaker factories
are abandoned, the industries have stopped,
the lands are mortgaged, even the mesting
house has been sold and by the irony of fate,
converted into a ball-room. That seems the
final humiliation, for if tha Shakers detested
and dreaded anything it was worldly amuse
ment. The quaint followers of the fantastic
Ann Les are about to be scattered and will
soon be lost sight of in the busy multitude
from which they once lived apart.—Balti-
more Mirror,
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FULTON AND CHINIQUY,

The Army and Navy Journal of March 5,
says .

Y Phere is a wild Ishmaelite of a Baptist
minister in Boston, named Justin D, Fulton,
who has long wearied that city with hLis in
sane utterances, In arecent sermon he thus
explodes : **McKinley has deserted God and
betrayed Americans. The same I say of
Tom Reed, Since the assassination of Abra
ham Lincoln by Rome there has not been
such a horror as the destruction of the
*Maine,” Rome has in every chaplain in
the Navy, a man who would toss a torpedo
into the magazine of any ship in the Navy if
he was so commanded.
McKinley ?"

We believe that the wild Ishmaelite does
not just now honor Boston with his pres-
ence. He fell into distavor with the A, I’. A,
contingent when he went out to Chicago at
the time of the International Exposition to
capture the World’s Congress of Religions.

I1as Rome Hoodooed |

He was accompaniad by

800, contributed by
his \ )

admirers, He returned witlout ha
accomplished his mission
| that is another story, \ in
| thi relu 1
| ent to & ita
| i ¢ S
bl ot procoed f
n r seduc |
it Rome 1 1t
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1 i deced 1 ry W here
1 1
I
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1 to appreciate the I e 1
1er I'o return #0 callad
weament of Ca ward
are t great
itholie | ts in imbibing

ide: It this n
are ignorant of Pr
‘tion we deny it flat
r knowledge ot Pro
ant ministers have concerning Catho

Many of the latter make the most

ns that pries
estaut ideas of

neity.
astonishing and unpardonable bluuders re

garding 1t

I'ha reports of
conversion of Catholic priests in France seemn
to be deliberately manufactured, when ths
makers of them have not been deceived by
imposters, to create an impression on this

lia wholesale

side of the Atlantic. The result desired is the
sending of more funds to support a band of
usel missionaries, who, probably, could
wt  find remunerative employment  at
1me

I'he McAll mission is another complete
farce, Its workers, apparently, believe, be
cause their tracts or leaflets are received

a smila, that they are making a religious
impression, The smile is, probably, only
one of good-natured tolerance. One might
give tha same kind of a reception to a ciren
lar for a quack medieme. The colporteurs
are tha ohjects of inward contempt to the
‘rench, whose politeness will not allow th

I m
to betray outwardly tha scorn in which they
hold thage religious adventurers from an
other land. A reportin an American news

paper says that colporteurs on bicycles
are chaered as  they 5 througl
ivench viliages distribuiing e liter

ture. Weused to ha Mussachusetts a
poor, harmless old ereature named Daniel
ratt. e used to be cheered when he dis
trib an incoherent mass of stufl in a
pap ] the Gridiron, of which he wa
the editor I'he ¢ I n need he ¢

tanded further thae to s
colporteurs have astrong

I'hey probably need care a

cannot realiza when they are the objacts
i ecially to the native IFrenc
ministers, who, we are inftor
pooh: po the McAll movement, - Sacre
Heart Review.
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PROF. STARBUCK.

Catholic
Prof. Charles , Starbuck ot

Universe

A\ nde

versity handles very severely
fellow mimsters who delibarately
sent the Catholic Church and falsity

This remarkabla 'rotestant scholar has con
il a series of papers
exposing and refuting

to the S

rt Raview

s uttered against the anciaot faith |
v class of preachers and writers whose per
ces ot in charity be be regarded

e than as sing against the light

Awnng othar eounts of tha indictment framed
by Pro r Starbuck is this one

“ Lansing, tharefore, and t I d
of his fellow-slanderers and ple
civil and religious peace, are aun'hanticall

ywn to ba guilty of utter parversion, mver
sion, retroversion, and distortion of the
declarations of Pius IX. and of the doctrine
of tha Catholic Church,  They bring fo

wrest pi

odius charge, cal
to fire the bl
Protestants, They turn away from all
lightenment, spurn the very suggestion of
tomperate pause and inquiry, and lest this
hideously eflicacious weapon of evil should ba
wrested trom tham, their editors disdainfully
retuse to publish clear explanations of the
authentic doctrine of Rome. And yet these
are the men that rend the air with thair
howlings about tha obliguities of Jesuit
morality, and the dreadful designs of Rome
agzainst our social peace !

We should think thatiwith God’s grace,
ench acts on the part of his tellow preachers
would force the Andover professor into the
fold of Rome, if anything would.

nea of tha cle
eribahly
culated, above all others
1
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in utter
santrary

t

1
o
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N. Y. Freeman’s Journal.

It is a mystery how a scholar who writes as
Prof. Starbuck of Andover, hag been writing
| on Catholic subjacts for the last few years

can remain ontside the Catholic Church.  He

is following the example of William Cobbat,
| 1t is to he hoped that hia will not follow it to the
| ond. Let him rathar follow Dr. Brownson,
Fven he hesitated for a time, thinking to con-
vert the world to the Catholic taith and thon
march trinmphantly in with the crowd. But
ha did not take as long a time as Prot, Star-

| such an enterprise. He scon saw that ha
needed the Church more than the Church
needed him, and that his eternal salvation
was at stake, Whan his great mind and pro-
found learning led him up to this point, he
saw that he could not procrastinate with a
good consci , and he hesitated no longer,

aman interests and pride of intellect
lad him to disreg y i i Go )4
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when the vivifying prin of |
tl ul-—has left it.  To
to orga ition, un
pirit of faith, as Dr. Patto
to d vitgr eredit to i
a 8 an

a visible society on

Christ

earth to carry out the mission of salvation to
the world la carrying out this mission the
urch was (o come 1n confuct with the or-

ganized powers of darkness

tacle tha Church would make
with & mission to fultil, an obj
snlnofhead or officers to dire
lant tight, inde it would make

A sorry spec-
in the world
to attain,
A pral-
agaiust the

( 1izad armies of eviliti
Il and nuofticered crew, w
battle Christ preached ; *

rainst Hsolf shall ba b
lation, and house upon houso shall fall,
Without order and without authority short
would have been the days of the
arth, Theretore did Chri it organiz
ation, And if the Church for vineteen hun-
dred vears has preserved this organization
and made it fruitful of mueh good, credit
must be given not to the organization but
rather to tha « ith that imated it
and made it productive. Catholic Witness,

divided a

zht to deso-

wrel
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SUICIDAL ADVICE

y A‘n:m‘ nding t :.l‘lw

9 1 [ pendent tha study of the

s, T'he wlish divine could not pos

have pointed out to them a weapon more

1 IParrar,

tructive ol I ) wtism than the w 1
ings ob 1the Goree itin Fathers of the
Churel In the study of their
works that to the Tractarian
movemant in England, hal
when the Auglican Establish

homew
In 8 the Patrisii iing
bergr trax in Oxford from then Gre
and Latin originals 3 and th i
engaged in the task ware sot
r in those writings doctring:
¢ Chur y that 1t
cal examination dod e
ing t that S Gregory
Joha Chrysostom, St, Augus'ing
ind so many others up to the apos
St Clement t. lgnatiug and St
Greeks and Latins—were tha variest of
* Papists ™ hing the seven

the doctrine ot
fossion

purgatory, sacr
the Reul Presence o
nd the universal

was food for tl

question naturally sugges!
has bacoms of those Hring
proclaimed by the early 1Matl
Church coneadadly 3 pur

be found in Anglicamsm, or 1n
form of P’rotestantism. The

laimed in the Church of Rome

And thus the momentous «
opened up iu which the lear
t part, nntil, through | gulding
Lokt b vaw of tha Ang
moent went back to the old, it bl i
corruptible Ci h which their tathers ha
aband( 3 there found rest for their
troublod souls.

I'he conversion of these lami host (
a marvelous iutluence on the poy miud in

Kongzland In the language

“When Newman fell (!) he drew
three-fourths of the stars
heavens Vhile the h

reasoned somewhat in thie fashion :
are the glory of our university and the pride
of our national Church, who, atter loug and
eritical research, and even in the tovh ot
bitter prejudice, and large porsonal sacy ilice
all going over to Rome! Surely
averred, there must be something, atier &
in that moceh-hated Church 1'is stop they
took, not in ignorance, for they are our wost

buck has taken to see the inconsistency of |

illustrious scholars; not in has'e for, like
Newman, their minds, for years, wore
tossed on the sea of doubt ; not through tem
poral motives, for they sacrific exalrec

stations and brilliant tuture

incurred the erucial displeasura of chori
family and triends, But, truo sC161
they heroically gave up all and hved fore

|
|
i

| more exclusively for God, in the comforung
| bosom of the Church, Catholie, Apostc wd
Roman—praying tor the return of thewr

gehismatic nation to the One lold of the One
Shepherd,

In view of these facts, wa rapaaf, it 1s s
ly strange that the Dean o G Wy
should advise study of the Fathers, the viig
inal cause, as we have pointed out, ot all s
Aunglican woe.— Union and Times,
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