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By “ OXTCrX.'1

ROM time to time, ni nee I 
^have commenced to scribble 

j.-jjfor the “True Witness,” l 
have sought to bring before 
the readers some choice ex­

pressions, from eloquent pens, on the 
great subject of art, and especially of 
Catholic art. Of course, when i I 
6peak of art in general I include all 
its forms, all its various modes of 
expi pssion—drawing, painting, etch­
ing, sculpture, moulding, architect­
ure and design—and in each of these 
do I find that the Catholic Church 
has produced the greatest masters 
while she was ever the fostering mo 
ther of art and letters, of music and 
of philosophy.

From the close of the fourteenth to 
almost the middle of the fifteenth cen­
turies there lived a man in Italy 
whose genius had revived the ancient 
art of the Greeks and Romans, in the 
domain of architecture, and whose 
monument—even as St. Peter’s bf 
Rome is that of Angelo—is the dome 
of the Cathedral of Florence. The 
name of this man was Filippo Brun­
elleschi. He was born in Florence in 
the year 1377, and died in the same 
city, in the year 1446. During the 
almost seventy years of bis life ho 
performed wonders as far as the re­
volutionizing of architecture Is con­
cerned. A few words of a biograph­
ical character may not be out of 
place, before we turn to a brief ac­
count of the mighty changes brought 
about by the chisel and pencil of this 
Florentine.

Brunelleschi was the son of a not­
ary, ami his father intended that he 
should follow the same profession.
But he gave evidence of so much 
mechanical instinct and ingcniiity 
that he was apprenticed to a gold­
smith. Tn those days the trade of a 
goldsmith demanded a thorough ac­
quaintance with the arts. The boy 
became a very good tradesman. In or­
der to perfect himself in his trade he 
made special studies in sculpture, 
perspective and -geometry. He went 
to Rome in his younger days, when 
just Duckling into manhood, and there 
he familiarized himself with the 
works of ancient architecture, and 
took the secret resolution to revive 
the older classical style which had 
died out in Italy. Competing for the 
work of completing the Cathedral of 
Florence, when he had returned from 
his sojourn' of study in Rome, his 
plan was approved, and though he 
did not live to see the completion of 
his great work, still he earned for 
himself imperishable fame. The cup­
ola, which is one of the triumphs 
of architecture, is larger than that 
of St. Peter’s in Rome, and was then 
the largest in the whole world. An­
other of the imperishable monuments 
to his genius is the Pitti palace at 
Florence. And over Italy are to be 
found a number of churches, designed 
and executed by this great Catholic 
architect—and all of them are mod­
els that have inspired thousands since 
his time. So much for the personal 
career of Brunelleschi; we will now 
Me a glimpse at the change In the 
>tyle of architecture that he effected.

The Roman Empire reached the 
*emth of its glory in the Augustan 

» age' when peace reigned supreme and 
l lhe ar,s flourished in all their per- 
{ feclion; From the Mantuam grove 

8antf ^ irgil, and Horace turned his 
I b'rc and sang the immortal
r 68 that So travelling down the 
i •S*8 The magic of Cicero’s elo- 
i J“ence had awakened the echoes of 

e Forum; the painters, sculptors 
and architects vyed with each other 

' R S,orifying Caesar and the Gods.
Ut the decline <*ame; the tyrannic 

001 s °* Nero, Caligula, Dometian,
“ that lon8f series of degenerated 

degenerating Caesars. There

zantfcie, the Lombard, the Saxon 
the Norman, the Romanesque, were 
all known as the old or the round- 
arched Gothic. During these differ­
ent stages of decline barbaric hordes 
from the North invaded the Roman 
Empire; Hun, Vandal, Goth, and 

| Visigoth poured in upon the most 
beautiful provinces of the Empire 
and before their invading forces thé 
legions were crushed, and the torch 
of the Vandal was lit to destroy the 
greatest works of art that a prior 
civilization had created. But when 
Constantine transferred the ‘seat of 
Empire to Byzantium, and called the 
city by the Bosphorus Constantin­
ople, the architectural treasures left 
by the ancients were freely used by 
the Greeks, who again turned suc­
cessfully to the cultivation of the 
arts. Then came the Byzantine 
school, with its crowning glory— the

In Italy, after the sixth century, 
the old Gothic, or painted style, was 
introduced, the essential element of 
which was the painted arch. With the 
so-called reformation came the gra 
dual abandonment of the painted 
arches. It was only when the fif­
teenth century dawned upon Italy 
that we find the old classic style, 
with all its perfections, combined 
with the Byzanlire dome, to consti­
tute the very pti fiction of architect­
ural design: and this was the work 
of the subject ,of this brief sketch — 
to Brunelleschi belongs the glory of 
the i initiative taken, the results of 
which have been so wonderful.
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SUCCESS OF LIFE
We all seek success; and are all am­

bitious to triumph in life's affairs. 
Yet we fail, or we succeed, and often 
we cannot tell exactly why such has 
been the result of all our desires, 
ambitious and endeavors. Last week, 
this subject was admirably treated 
by a Catholic contemporary, and the 
article, though brief, appears to 
cover most of the ground. What we 
like most in this brief article is the 
fact that the writer of it does not 
depend, or rather make success de­
pend, upon circumstances only. They 
who blame, or who give credit to 
circumstances, are more ar less fat- 
lists. They look to chance, to luck, 

to fortune, more than to the Provi 
dence that is unquestionably and 
with whom man must count in the 
affairs of life. Here are the com­
ments to which we refer:—

“Success in the affairs of this world 
depends upon certain virtues and qua­
lifications as well as favorable cir­
cumstances and a kind Providence. 
The success referred to is that asso­
ciated with an upright, honorable 
life, not marred by conduct or ac­
tion unbecoming a gentleman and 
Christian.

“Men who have attained distinc­
tion in their respective vocations, or 
accumulated wealth, or placed them­
selves by their own honest efforts in 
a state of independence, or who arc- 
influential in the commercial or poli­
tical field, or who earn an income in 
proportion to their necessary ex­
penses, are considered successful men.

“But the biographer or student, of 
philosophy is oftentimes puzzled to 
understand how one man prospered 
whilst his confrere with equal abil­
ities and similar circumstances was 
unsuccessful. Why some became opu­
lent, whilst others with like oppor­
tunities were wretched.

‘Men may be as Shakespeare 
wrote: 'Masters of their fate,’ but 
the fault is ‘not in our stars, but in 
ourselves that we are underlings.’ 
Success in some instances may not 
be duo to superior knowledge and ab­
ility, but to tact, energy and enter­
prise. Misfortune may be caused by 
the habit of procrastination, which 
restrains ability.

IggJPg_WITOE8S AND CATHOLIC CRRomcW

‘There is a time, yea, a moment, 
when success was a sure prospect, 
but let that moment be lost and the 
opportunity is gone.’ This comment 
is beautifully expressed in these lines 
of Shakespeare: 'There is a tide in 
the affairs of men, which, taken in 
the flood leads to fortune; omitted, 
all the voyage of their life is bound 
in shallows and in miseries.’

“In some cases success in business 
was promoted by a courteous, pre­
possessing demeanor. A generous 
nature and politeness have a magne­
tic or hypnotic effect upon our fel­
low-creatures, whereas apathy and 
rudeness may repel them. Thus it is 
that some men often hide their tal­
ents and mar their usefulness by un­
couth manners or rough exterior.”

This last remark is one that is 
based on daily examples. We hear so 
often that a man has a good heart,

I but a rough appearance, or manner. 
That may be true—but it would pay 

to mask the roughness 
on his

It IS not my purpose, says Rev
,°n ,F- 5o11' *° sc°'d those Catho- 
hes who have already cast their lot 
tvith a Protestant or an infidel, for 
except in very lew instances, they se­
cretly concede that it was the mis­
take of their lives. Many Catholics, 
who before marriage could sec no 
wrong in the step in their case, have 
over me Ulat thcy wou,d never do it

And as to the unmarried, I shall 
not write them a sermon, for they 
have a real horror for sermons on 
nn-xed marriages, and on account of 
this horror, they seldom give „n at­
tentive ear to the reasons for the 
Church’s strict position regarding 
such marriages. My purpose, then 
will bo merely to enumerate some of 
theso reasons in a manner plain and 
convincing to everyone who will use 
his “thinking powers” a little 

1. First of all let me say that it 
is God Himself who will not tolerate 
mixed marriages and the Church 
merely explains and enforces His 
will. Even in the Old Testament, 
mention of God’s prohibition of mix­
ed marriages is so frequent that it 
would occupy too much space to 
quote all passages. I shall mention 
only a few:

'Thou shalt not take of their 
daughters (unbelievers) a wife for 
thy son.”—Exod. 34:16.

If you will embrace the errors of 
those nations and make marriages 
with them, know you for a certain­
ty, that they shall be a pit and a 
snare in thy way.”—Joshua 23:12.

“You have transgressed (done 
something forbidden), taking strange 
wives to add to the sin of Israel.'"—
I Esriras 10:10.”

“We have sinned against our God 
and have taken strange wives.”—I 
Esdras 10:1. Read the whole chap­
ter 10, of the First Book of Esdras 
to see how mixed marriages were 
viewed by faithful Jews.

2. If God Himself forbade such 
mixed alliances in the Old Law, 
when marriage was only a natural 
contract, how much more reason is 
there for such prohibition now, that 
Christ has raised this contract to the 
rank of things most holy? For Chris­
tians marriage is now a sacrament, 
representing and effecting a holy 
union and intended to sanctify those 
who enter it. It can only he such a 
holy union where faith marries faith, 
where both parties are under the do­
minion of God s Church.

3. No law is more reasonable and 
charitable than the law forbidding 
mixed marriages. We are on earth 
to work for Heaven; that is sure.
And most people must do that work 
as husbands and wives, as fathers 
and mothers, in other words, in the 
marriage state. Wherefore their mar­
riage should put no obstacle in the 
way; it should rather help them; But 
when a Catholic marries a Protest­
ant, he does put an obstacle in the 
way. If I want God’s blessing on 
my married life, I must not break 
Iiis law whilst entering it; I should 
rather endeavor to have God present 
at the marriage ceremony. He is not 
present at a mixed marriage, for He 
forbids such. God cannot be incon­
sistent.

4. In marriage, husband and wife 
become one moral person. They must 
endeavor to sanctify each other. This 
cannot be done in a mixed marriage, 
for how can there be harmonious co­
operation toward salvation? They 
cannot even speak and think alike 
about their duties to God. A mixed 
marriage makes a "house divided a- 
gainst itself.” )n marriage man 
must have a “helpmate like unto 
himself” especially in religion, since 
thereby he strives to bring about the 
“one thing necessary.”

5. When a man and woman enter 
marriage, they must be ready to be­
come father and mother. Then on the 
Catholic devolves the very strict 
duty of bringing up the children 
faithful members of the Catholic 
Church. Need I tell you that this is 
rarely accomplished where one party 
is a Protestant? I say rarely, for I 
admit that some few instances might 
be referred to.

'Statistics will show better than 
any argument what poor Catholics 
the offspring of mixed marriages be­
come. The Literary Digest of a year 
ago quoted statistics gleaned from a 
house to house canvass, as follows:—
Where both father and mother were 
Catholics, 92 per cent of the grown­
up children are Catholics, but In 
mixed marriages only 34 per cent of 
the children go to church at all.
That means that two-thirds of the 
children of mixed marriages are lost 
to God's Church, and I might say, 
lost to Heaven.

Can you believe that God will bless 
such unions when they tend to pull

down rather than build up His 
Kingdom? “Thy Kingdom come,” 
(increase) is what we pray for. God’s 
Kingdom would diminish fost, as sta­
tistics show, did the Church permit 
mixed marriages.

6. Where husband and wife differ 
in religion, the child must generally 
be trained in doubt, not in faith. 
I he child can hardly bring itself to 
believe that membership in the Cath­
olic Church is so necessary if one of 
its parents be not a member.

' • "hat if the Catholic party 
should die whilst the children are 
still young? The Protestant party 
must now see that the children be in­
structed in the Catholic faith, that 
they attend to their religious duties, 
etc. Even if the Protestant party do 
this, the children will take little in­
terest when the surviving parent 
does not practice what be or she 
preaches and inculcates.

8. 1 he non-Uatholic party in a 
mixed marriage either is opposed to 
the Catholic religion, or ho is indif­
ferent about all religion, or he is 
disposed toward the Catholic reli­
gion. Now. if he be opposed to tile 
true religion, he is surely not pleas­
ing to God; if he be indifferent about 
all religion he is not pleasing to 
God: if lie be disposed toward the 
Catholic religion, as ipng as he de­
fers entering the Church, he is not 
pleasing to God. So where is there 
any mixed marriage that pleases 
God?

9- The plainest reason for God’s, 
and consequently the Church’s prohi­
bition of mixed marriages is that 
God wants marriage entered 
from holy, pure, supernatural 
tives. You are not actuated by such 
motives when you marry one not of 
the faith. Your reason for marrying 
a Protestant is, say his good look*, 
his means, or even his pleasing, kind 
disposition; it may lie ho is "just ac­
cording io your taste.” What does 
God care for all this, if his soul is 
not right, if his mind will not ac­
cept the truth and his will he not 
disposed to keep God’s laws?

God wants faith to marry faith, 
grace to marry grace. Grace is 
everything with God. jf the beauty 
of God’s image, by grace, he not on 
the soul, all the other good habits, 
fine qualities of that person taken 
together will not satisfy God. Now 

mixed marriages grace seldom 
marries grace; for if the non-Catholic 
be not. baptized he is not in grace : 
even if he be baptized he is most 
probably not in grace.

10. Of course, many Catholics 
who might be keeping company with 
nonfat holies believe that in their 
case things will go nil right after 
marriage. I speak for their best in­
terests when I say, be careful; do 
not deceive yourselves. Others have 
thought the same thing hut have be­
come sadly disappointed. R.-meml>er 
that our lives will be happy or un­
happy precisely as God wants them 
to he; and remember too, that the 
devil is also very much interested in 
your marriage. You may later have 
to confess: “The serpent . deceived 
me.”

But do not converts often result 
from mixed marriages? Not. half ns 
frequently as apostates. The non- 
Catholic should become n convert be­
fore marriage and tnkr plenty of 
time, too. to acquaint himself with 
the teachings and practices of the 
Church he enters.

I

(By An Occasional Contributor. )

Our readers may remember the sen­
sational stories that tilled the press 
of last year in regard to Guisepite 
Musoiino the Calabrian liundii, whose 
wonderful exploits ended in his fam­
ous trial at Lucca. It may l,o re­
membered that lie was only twenty- 
six years of ug<\ anti that he had 
during the last four or five years of 
his wild career defied the law and 
held ail tiie authorities ul liny, pj|_ 
ing up the record of his murders to 
a fearful height. A volume has just 
be.-n published in Italian entitled 
“Biographia d un Bandit o.“ written 
by two very serious university j
lessors, one of Rome and the other . ,, ullu ino 01,111 I name or the St
of Genoa, and which deals with the of anything el
life ,. i tliio „ •__:_____ i ... - .life of this notorious bandit. How­
ever, it is a book that would be . 
surprise to almost all who read it 
It is dedicated to Professor Cesare 
Lombrose, of the University of Tur 
in. The very first question one 
prompted to ask is “why should such 
serious men dabble in dime-novel

strength of faculties. The home edu­
cation is the first great influence in 
the moulding of that person’s future; 
then come in succession all the sub­
sequent steps on the pathway of or­
dinary education. If then the predo­
minating force of religious influence 
he not felt, there is but a poor 
chance that the individual can deve­
lop into a good and useful citizen. 
The moral faculties are in the bal­
ance and from the outset either the 
good or the evil weights will load 
tin» .scales with preponderance on one 
or the other side. If the evil out­
weighs the good from the very btart 
the effort to regain the equilibrium 
and to make the scales swing in the 
other direction is necessarily great, 
and often futile, because too (ate.

Here again we find ourselves face 
to face with the most serious ques­
tion of the hour—that of education, 
and its influence upon the coming 
generation. e also find ourselves 
brought in touch with the unceasing 
preachings of the Church, which in­
sist upon religious and secular » du­
cat ion being combined and ma le l<> 
go hand in hand. They arc both of 
an absolute necessity: and whosoever 

ks to divorce them, be it io the 
name of the State, or of society, or 

merely works for
the destruction of the rising genera­
tion, and for the creation of a citi­
zenship of the Musoiino character ra­
ther than one of the higher more 
stable and more perfect class. If 1 his 
work of the Roman and Genoese pro­
fessors had no other result than to

C4,.m r r~.....7 *'*.........-•»'" « I prove in a scientific manner, basedmto stylo of sensationalism?” The title , .1 , . . 1,1 lc upon experiments in nj^individual in-mo- of the work and the well known char- W a n_____,, , . .. . nor stance, the grave need of religious

NEW PATENT LAW.

The new law, assented to August 
13, 1903, empowers the Commission­
er of patents to place certain pat­
ents under the Compulsory License 
System in lieu of the actual manu­
facture of the patented article, pro­
vided application is made before Fe­
bruary 13th, 1904, in cases of pat­
ents granted before August 13th last.

The patents which are likely to he 
placed under the Compulsory License 
System are for: an art or process ; 
improvements on a patented inven­
tion, when both patents are not held 
by the same persons; appliances or 
apparatus used in connection with 
railways, telegraph, telephone, and 
lighting systems and other works#un- 
der the control of the public or large 
corporations, which are manufactur­
ed or constructed only to order, ami 
arc not according to custom carried 
in stock'.

The cost of preparihg and filling a 
petition for the Commissioner’s or­
der is ten dollars ($10.00) in all or­
dinary cases.

(Information furnished by Messrs. 
Marion & Marion, patent attorneys, 
Montreal, Canada, and Washington 
D. C.)

acter and deeds of the hero thereof, 
would lead a reader to suppose 1 hat 
there would be some blood-curdling 
accounts of. the depredations of the 
bandit and stories of his sensational1 
and hair-breadth escapes in the 
mountains of Calabria. But, if such 
be the anticipations, certainly the 
disappointment must he great 

For the general reader there are 
some chapters of interest that treat 
of the social, economic and moral 
conditions of Calabria. But lhe 
main aim of the work is of a totally 
different character. To give an idea 
of its purport, wo may quote the 
words of an eminent American 
viewer ns to the means taken by the 
two professors to secure material foi 
their volume. This writer says 

During the time of Musolino’s d 
tent ion at Lucca, pending his trial 
the authors of this study were given 
Iree access to the delinquent, and h 
appears to have found diversion 
their visits and in the minute exam 
inations to which they subjected hii 
With the help of tabular statements 
and of diagrams they chronicle th 
details of Musolino’s physieny and 
mental organism, and precise meas­
urements of his person, record of 
pulse, and temperature, photographic 
reproduction of finger-prints, to the 
character of his reflet- muscular ac­
tions and the classification of the 
subject matter of his elreams through 
a long series of consecutive night 
The layman, after a can ful rending 

be likely to consider that all 
this mass of painfully gathered elntji 
ge»e*s to show that Musoliono exhibit 
ed no abnormal traits, anel was far 
from appearing a monster of wicked 
ness to an ordinary acquaintance. II. 
see-ms liky a perfectly normal human 
being, with no lust of blood—only h 
has the undeveloped moral sense that 
is characteristic, for example, of the 
Indian in his savage state: and Cala­
bria is well known to have lagged 
Iie'h-ind the rest of the world in mo 
mi ks in material development, if 
ndebd, it has not retrograded. But 

the lack in Musoiino appears to he 
entirely moral, and to he a defect in 
education alone. The bandit had or 
casionnl attacks of epilepsy, and, be­
sides the careful investigation of the 
facts in his individual case, th 
thors have inquire*d into the preval 
ence of epilepsy in Calabria, both 
absolutely and in comparison with 
other parts of Italy. The results ore 
brought to bear on the fact that 
Calabria exceeds all other parts of 
the Italian realm in crimes of viol­
ence, and in actual homicide is ex­
ceeded only by Sociiy.”

j stance, the grave __ .. ... __
and true education for the rising gen- 
oration. it would not be a vain or 
fruitless work.. The -subject is unique, 
but the treatment thereof is still 
more unique. It was, ns the profes­
sors thought, nn admirable oppor­
tunity to force the world no cone-1.i- 
sions similar to those* that the 
Church has been, for nil time, anil 
under all circumstances, preaching- 
and they have certainly succeeded to 
a goexlly extent—the work will prob­
ably be translated into Engi-sh nnet

THE MONTH OF THE DEAD.

(By “Una,” Mary A. Forel.)

dead!
1 the withered

bright

Oh. pray, pray for th 
Kntn-1 in thought wh

Rustling sway o’er a once
head;

Summer dies, and the dying flowers 
Sigh, ‘ Remember your loved nn 

rteuid
Ending, fluttering, whirling, failing 
Leaves conic down with a sob of 

pain—
Como to cover the dear ones lying 
I nder the cold November rain— 

ild as clay when the soul has fled 
Oh, pray, pray for the dead

Oh, pray, pray for the (lend!
Every second Death is calling,
Dear ones fall like the autumn

Where's the grove that has lost no 
garland?

W hen* s the home where no mourner 
grieves?—

Barred from glory, are doomed to

Voiceless, helpless. Oh, you loved 
them!

Beg our Father to call them home— 
Home from suffering, darkness, dread; 
Oh. pray, pray for the dead!

SYMINGTON’S

The practical résulté of this pecu­
liar work are few, but of them there 
■is one that stands out in great pro­
minence; it is the conclusion that 
education, has more to do with the 
formation of the man than either 
physical or mental defects. Of course, 
by education is meant not only 
school instruction, but also family 
environment, the atmosphere of home 
influence, and the religious incuico- 
tion that is a predominant feature 
in all true education. Physical deft-, 
ciencies are not necessarily of the 
greatest importance; and mental 
lockings may be overcome by proper 
education, unless they be of a char­
acter to place the individual in the 
category „f the demented or idiotic.»
But the question is not in regard to 
theae  ̂exceptions, but rather the or- yo, 
'**“ yet# ont led.

Oh. pray, pray for the dead !
Fray for those whom the yawning 

billows
Swallowed down In their fearful

Those who, scorched by the breath 
of fewer,

Fedl like grass in lhe mower's path. 
Those who dropped by the way un­

noticed,
Those who died in rue battle’s din. 
All are loved by our Lord, and holy, 
All must suffer who stoop to sin; 
Plead for rest for each weary head. 
Oh, pray, pray for the dead!

Oh, pray, pray for the dead!
Buried friends, can we e’er forget

You who felt for our weal or woe? 
God be with you, our silent sleepers, 
Lying under the turf so low,
Useless, vain is our weak bewailing— 
Vain are murmur and sob and tear; 
What, oh. what can our grief avail 

you.
Lifeless dust that was ohee so dear? 
Hark! a sigh from each lowly bed; 
Oh, pray, pray for the dead!

A good character is the best 
stone. Those who loved you, 
were helped by you, will ret 
you when forget-me-nots are 1 

* Carve your name on hea


