
Late
Cardinal
Vaughan.

known or could be safely inferred. It 
was still remembered how he re
sponded to the watchful care of his 
noble and chivalrous father, of his 
holy mother, of his early teachers. 
It was remembered how, like an
other of his family whom he (the 
Bishop) Knew well, he never gained 
a new step, a new horizon in life, 
without lifting himself to the moral 
and significance of it.
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THE TEXT.—“I directed my soul 
to wisdom; I possessed viy heart 
with her from the beginning; there
fore, I shall not be forsaken" (Ec
clesiastes xli., 27). To-day, said 
the right rev. gentleman, they dr.-di 
cated and opened that great cathe
dral church, and the illustrious pas
tor who should have occupied there
in that chair and throne of teaching 
and jurisdiction lay there m the 
midst of them in his coffin. With he
roic trust in God he began that glo
rious work; with unwearied self-de
nial and labor he had carried it on; 
with his own strong and powerful 
personality he had sought to finish 
it. Now, whilst it was his monu
ment, it had written all over It the 
epitaph of his life cut short, and the 
many good and zealous work», ot 
that brave career, seemed well and 
strangely founded—seemed showing 
their proportions and possibilities. 
Others he had barely sketched and 
planned, but there were none he 
would not still have cherished, still 
have promoted and enlarged, while 
some of them seemed to call him 
back to life and work. No member 
of his clergy or his flock, no Cath
olic of this country but admired 
him, and thus mourned his less. To 
their eyes it seemed nothing less 
than a calamity. But when the 
strongest, the dearest, and the best 
were taken, there still remained faith 
and hope. They bowed their heads 
to his Father and theirs, and whilst 
they prayed for his soul confessed 
and bore witness to the mercies 6f 
Him who had given on their behalf 
so true a Christian soul, so bravo a 
servant of the Cross, and so faithful 
a bishop and pastor as Herbert 
Vaughan, Archbishop of Westminster 
an* Cardinal Priest of the Holy Ro
man Church.

Cardinal Vaughan was seventy one 
on April 15 last. Up to the age of 
forty he was a priest of the diocese 
of Westminster, and during that 
time he became an oblate of the 
Congregation of St. Charles. He 
made a prolonged begging tour m 
North and South America on behalf 
of a college for foreign missions, and 
he was one of the Superiors of Ft. 
Edmund's College, Old Hall. At the 
ago of forty he was consecrated 
Bishop of Salford; just twenty years 
later, when he was sixty; ho was 
appointed to Westminster, and he oc
cupied that See for eleven years. His 
career was now at an end. In a few 
hours his venerated remains now be
fore that Altar would be placed in 
the4 keeping of the kindly earth to 
await the Resurrection. His immor
tal spirit was, as they fully trusted, 
or soon would be, in the presence of 
God and the Beatific Vision. Mean
while what belonged to them and to 
those who would come after them, 
besides his intercession, was his 
work and his memory. When the Seer 
and the Saint who wrote the Book 
of Ecclesiastes looked back over his 
life, a life devoted to the study of 
the law of God and His Holy Ser
vice, he thanked God in his humble 
prayer that He had directed his soul 
to wisdom and possessed his heart 
with her from the beginning. Those 
inspired words seemed to sum up the 
real life of Herbert Vaughan, for 
that great Old Testament word, wis
dom, meant the soul’s grasp of the 
Fatherhood of God. At the Beatific 
Vision of God face to face was our 
destiny for eternity, so the sanctify
ing but dim and obscure sight of 
all that was summed up by intel
ligence and will, aided by faith, 
which was called by the ancient 
saints Wisdom, was our noblest and 
proper end. The fruit and direct ef
fect of such wisdom on a man’s 
character was the determination, 
cost what it might, never to turn 
one’s back upon God the Father, the 
«id and the crown of existence. They 
had not the minute pnd delicately 
personal information that would en
able them to state In detail how 
Cardinal Vaughan, from his child
hood, possessed Ida breast with holy 
fear and love, but a good deal was

When he saw a now light he call
ed on all his energy to live a higher 
life. At his ordination he determin
ed to be a true priest, as he under
stood the meaning of the word. At 
his retreats he made definite renun
ciations never again to step back. 
When he found a spiritual director 
or illuminating book he readjusted 
his interior life to a new and strict
er rule. When-he came to realise the 
needs and wants of souls he was not 
contented with the routine of a 
good priest; he conceived the idea of 
widespread work, and gavé himself 
up with all the labor, sacrifice, and 
humiliation, which is the price of 
success in founding a missionary 
congregation. For those he travell
ed painfully, begged assiduously, and 
denied himself without reserve, when 
he learned, as devout men do, what 
is meant by faith by Jesus Christ, 
by the ever-loving Church, and 
sacramental dispensation. He took 
it up as a man takes up that which 
is his Sovereign, absolute and indis 
pensable. To him there was one re
ligion, and only one; there was one 
head of the one Church, and the one 
end and aim which he strove at was 
to make Catholics more convinced 
and united, and to draw all men to 
one fold, one Shepherd. To the 
heart possessed of wisdom of this 
kind compromise was hateful. It was 
alleged of Cardinal Vaughan, on one 
or two occasions when religious 
principle was in question, hie lang
uage and action was harsh., and 
even uncharitable. This accusation 
could only be made by persons who 
consider one religion as good as an
other. No man could always com
mand the exact quality of expression 
which contained clear and firm 
sertion of principle with the utmost 
consideratcneas for his friends, 
was certain to those who knew the 
heart of the late Cardinal that 
was not only against his will to be 
unkind, but that he really struck 
from it. To a man who of life-long 
devotion to God's interests a want
on word or act that would have 
driven a human heart further from 
God would be nothing less than re
volting to him. He could not have 
uttered it without being false to his 
habitual tenderness for souls, with
out being false to that religious feel 
ing which was an instinct and 
second nature; and those who knew 
him could testify that this was 
and their testimony even went much 
further.

as closely as possible in the foot> 
steps of our Blessed Lord and His 
Apostles, which teaches the great 
importance of the practice <Jf the 
spirit of Evangelical poverty which 
is properly the foundation of Apos
tolic life."

There they had the spirit of Her
bert Vaughan, the priest, there they 
had the literal description of what 
he practised himself from his school
days to his last moments in the lit
tle chamber at Mill Hill. There they 
saw his influence upon the priesfcp of 
this country. He desired to see 
them take up, and keep up, the true 
Apostolic life as Jesus Christ set it 
—by words and example. Of his 
public labors, his writings and a- 
chievements, and of the invaluable 
work he did much more might be 
said than there was now time for. 
The full chronicle of these things he 
left to others. They were now con
cerned with his heart, soul, and 
spirit, with that wisdom, that im
pulse to give all he had and do all 
he could for God alone, a thought 
which possessed his heart from the 
beginning. And* the grand, strong, 
and vital devotion to God was no
where more strongly expressed than 
in what he did both at Manchester 
and hero for the religious education 
of the children of the Catholic poor. 
Here he carried on what Cardinal 
Manning had begun. It was before 
he was called to Westminster that 
that policy was shaped, those utter
ances were formulated, those appeals 
wore drafted which marked from 
1871 to 1892 the long and hot con
tests for the saving of our Catholic 
schools. During the last eleven 
years there had been an equal anx
iety, an equally strenuous work, and 
it was to him the Catholics of this 
country owed the able expression of 
this determination at every cost to 
keep their schools; for he was deeply 
convinced of the Church’ duty to the 
children. For God’s love, for his 
Heavenly Father's sake, he wanted 
them saved from the loss of tfibir 
faith; he wanted them taught, he' 
wanted them imbued with a deep 
love of religion, inured to the sacra
ments, helped by retreats, by read
ing, and by example, both at school 
and when they were taking their 
first steps in the world. In his ut
terances on the education question 
we had the clearest indications of 
his heart’s aspirations s— the heart 
of a great pastor, a wise states
man, a idVer of souls, a humble ser
vant af Jesus Christ.

if he had now ceased to labor and 
to lead, the need of labor had not 
ceased, and the cause he led con
tinued to call upon those who were 
left behind to mourn him. If he in 
a straight and outspoken way strove 
to stem the encroaching tide of that 
religious liberalism which held that 
one religion was as good as another, 
they who admired and revered him 
had to learn by his example. For be 
it for any of them to say one word, 
or do one act, or use one insinuation 
calculated to wound any heart that 
sincerely sought Jesus Christ, but 
they must lift up the banners of 
their creed, openly confess before* 
every man, be he politician or learn
ed scholar or popular leader, what 
was Catholic teaching and belief In 
the Bible, the Church, the Sacra
ments. and the law of right and 
wrong. In a generation that tended 
to substitute sentiment for worship, 
and mere preaching for prayer, they 
must stand up as he had done for 
piety and for family prayer, and 
they must exalt the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass; they must continue to 
assert their Catholic principles. In 
this country the men who made the 
laws were not animated with more 
hatred of the Christian name— for 
that they might thank God—but with
out meaning it, til the desire to 
please everybody, they could strike 
and wound and paralyse our Catho
lic life. In order to remonstrate 
with men of good intentions but in
adequate religious views, to protest, 
to explain, to intervene, to concili
ate—if there were yet men amongst 
them who undismayed labor of Her
bert Vaughan, let them carry them
selves to do these things now more 
strenuously than ever before.

Shall 
America 
Become a 
Catholic 
Country ?

ft remains to be seen whether or 
they wUl; but they are favorably d° 
posed so far as they are Informed 

What can with certainty be said 
at present is that the peop.e of this 
country generally are much betk 
disposed than they were at an ear
lier dal 
which dei 
assertive riabi 
ence in eveéy

(The "Pilot,” Boston, Mass.)

Were, there not, too, great 
numbers of our Catholic 
body who sat tranquilly a- 
part’ in inglorious ease, and 
left the thinking, the organ
izing, the long day’s task 
of the generous sacrifice to

They had seen how he would not 
only write and preach and organize 
for the promotion of the great 
Catholic faith, but would spend him
self for individual soul, that they 
might draw nearer to God. There 
were hundreds who cherished his 
words, his letters, his stimulating 
exhortations, and enlightened ad
vice. There was not a convent of re
ligious women in his jurisdiction who 
would not tell them that he never 
lost an opportunity of helping them 
and who were at that moment sad 
and desolate at the thought that his 
cheerful coming, his gracious pre
sence, the inspiring ring of his en
couragement would never more 
brighten their cloisters, never more 
bring to their labors what seemed a 
message of approval from the Lord 
and Master himself. For priests he 
had that kind, strong, and perman- 
ene sympathy of a Bishop who was 
long and deeply imbued with the 
spirit of Christ. He was always 
planning how he might help priests 
to be more and more holy by words, 
eager exhortations to them at his 
visitations, and* by promoting the 
production of edifying treatises and 
biographies, original and translated. 
On their behalf t^ere was existing, 
in his own handwriting, the open
ing sheets of a book, which would 
have been of considerable length, ad
dressed to the priests, and which 
would have been completed had he 
six months more health' and 
strength. What his idea of the 
priesthood was might be found in 
the history of the congregation that 
was founded by himself for the work 
of foreign missions. That congrega
tion, which was founded in poverty 
and without human prospects, now, 
had four considerable colleges, 
personnel of 150 priests, 130 stud
ents, and besides there were about 
thirty who had died in missions in 
India, Bomu, New Zealand, and the 
Upper Nile. He would just read one 
sentence from the constitution of 
mission written by the deceased pre
late. Speaking to the priesthood, 
he said: "As a society, the Aposto
lical institution endeavors to follow

And the like might be said in de
tail of his social work, that was 
the work in which, on the one hand, 
he sought to rescue the souls and 
bodies of the very poor, and to in
duce those who were better off to 
give them time and means to save 
and lift up their brethren. The like 
might be said of his work in connec
tion with that great church, and tly; 
divine office, for it did not seem un
due praise or exaggeration now that 
his career was over and his reign 
could be considered and weighed to 
say that he had a spirit of abso
lute dedication to God, which was 
unusual, and which approached the 
heroic. He had many elements in 
his character; he had his family chi
valry and love; he loved his country 
and his friends; he had a certain na^- 
tural taste for adventure; for novel
ty, perhaps for pomp; but most of 
these leanings were amongst his re
nunciations. What he took up in 
childhood, cherished in youth, ma
tured in manhood, and purified more 
and more in his later years was the 
wisdom of the Saints, the spirit 
that was expressed by the words 

O* my God, all I have is thine, 
and thine alone.” Perhaps the vehe
mence of this dedication of his short
ened his life. About eight years ago 
he wrote these words to a friend: "I 
offer Him all; all I ask is to be al
lowed to surrender every fibre; He 
alone being the Master of every 
string and note belonging to me. He 
may take away my health and capa
city, send me failure and public dis
honor, dry up my soul like the dust, 
if only He will support me and let 
me love Him and serve Him.” His 
life of labor and self-denial, no 
doubt, prevented him from living as 
long as he otherwise might, but per
haps there was more than this, and 
that his offering of himself was ac
cepted more fully for his own puri
fication and for the good of his 
flock, for a flock profited but little 
when their pastor was not a sharer 
in the Cross of Christ.

Might the spirit of Herbert 
Vaughan live amongst them, even 
the more than his voice was silent 
and his hand had ceased to work. 
Were his longings, his plans, his 
foundations to be given up and for
gotten?

Were we going to say now that he 
was dead that he was enthusiastic 
and visionary?

Were we going to fold our hands 
to look behind as the world moved, 
to narrow our views, to be content 
with mediocrity?

If so, he had lived In vain, and we 
were unworthy of such a chief and 
leader. No Catholic worthy of the 
name should be content unless that 
great cathedral, the most visible and 
concrete expression of a large and 
noble soul, was kept steadily on the 
road to the completion, until when 
the time came it might not be mere
ly a worthy memorial of hlmse.lf, 
but a tangible symbol and a power
ful instrument of the Kingdom of 
God in that city of millions. He had 
not only given them a lead, but^i 
had shown them the way to the end 
thereof, and that was the single- 
hearted, large-minded determination, 
never dropped and never relaxed, to 
give our being’s faculties and capa
bilities to God, and God alone.

"Let the Church’s holy interces
sion,” said the Bishop, in his con
cluding words, "be resumed; may 
these prayers, and all the prayers of 
his priests and people and friends 
avail quickly and completely to wash 
away whatever stain human frailty 
might have contracted, and to carry 

►him to the full bliss and vision of 
that Heavenly Father whom he loved 
on earth with all his heart.
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The Rev. Francis D. Dolan, D. D., 
of Boston has startled many of his 
fellow-citizens by his prediction, 
which the press is widely circulating, 
that within his own lifetime the 
United States will become a Cath
olic country. Dr. Dolan Is chaplain 
of the Suffolk county branch of the 
American Federation of Catholic So
cieties, and a young man who might 
reasonably look for fifty years more 
of life. At a meeting held on the 
evening of June 26 in Boston Col
lege Hall in the interest of this Fed
eration. Dr. Dolan said:

"To America all the Catholic 
world is looking to-day and is hop
ing to see the time when through 
the means of a sound Catholic pub
lic opinion, which Is going to be 
roused by this federation, the United 
States of America is going to be 
Catholic country. And we are going 
to be a Catholic country because the 
people of the United States of Am
erica are going to be broad-minded 
enough to look thoroughly into the 
teachings of the Catholic Church and 
see there purity and strength and 
God's truth, and the American char
acter is broad enough, when It sees 
that the Catholic Church is God’s 
true and only Church—it is broad 
enough of itself to accept it without 
any more pushing on our part to ac
cept it. I suppose as a consequence 
of what I say, there will be much 
discussion somewhere, and so that 
there may be no misunderstanding, 
I will repeat it- I say that before I 
am eighty years -old—an age which 
I hope to attain—we will all see the 
greatest country to-day under the 
sun, not only the greatest In every 
material sense of the word, but the 
greatest in a spiritual sense also.”

There is nothing unreasonable In 
this prophecy, nor need timid Pro
testants apprehend that they are to 
be hypnotized or sandbagged into 
the Catholic Church in consequence, 
in any community where it is nu
merically the stronger.

Much more than half the popula
tion of the United States candidly 
returns itself to the census taken as 
of no religious affiliation. That does 
not mean that this vast multitude is 
absolutely infidel or agnostic. It 
means, rather, that most of it ac
cepts implicity some of the funda
mentals of Christianity, and as far 
as it gives serious thought to the 
things of God and the future life, is 
rather in an attitude of expectation 
and inquiry.

Of the various religious bodies in 
the United States, among which the 
28,000,000 of Americans professing 
any special belief divide their allegi
ance, the Catholic Church has un
questionably by far the greatest 
number. An exceedingly moderate 
estimate gives us over 11,000,000. 
(This, of course, takes no account of 
the Catholics in our'new posses
sions. There are 17,000,000 Ameri
cans to be divided among an im
mense number of sects. Among the 
Protestant Americans a distinct line 
of cleavage is observable. A por
tion, much the smaller, and chiefly 
among the Episcopalians, is steadily 
approximating to the doctrines and 
form of worship of the Catholic 
Church. A far larger portion, sadly 
shaken either by pure worldliness or 
the apparent results of the higher 
criticism, have lost their faith in the 
Bible, and are drifting to rational
ism. Protestants not thus shaken 
are aware of the situation as we, 
have outlined it, and are latterly 
making some effort to form a united 
and coherent Protestantism from the 
union of resembling sects.

In the midst of all the religious 
confusion, the Catholic Church alone 
stands consistent, united and pro
gressive. The perfection of her 
ganization compels the admiring at
tention of hosts who would never 
think at first of her spiritual claims 
and advantages.

An immense change has already 
taken place in the general sentiment 
of the American people to the 
Church. Fifty years ago their atti
tude to the Church was still hostile. 
Their attitude of to-day is well ex
pressed In an article which the “Pi
lot” quoted three weeks ago from 
the "Booklovers’ Magazine.” A. few 
Sentences will1 bear repetition.

They are attracted, in a word, by 
Its practical business-like efficiency, 
and are repelled by the opposite 
qualities in Protestantism, 
have not made their sul
............. . .. .......... wmm

Church 
The self. 

\ Personal independ-
mon of life. haa 

been greatly weakened, and promise, 
to grow still feebler i„ our mora 
highly organized life, where the indi 
vidual continually counts for 
and the organization for more.”

The Church, moreover, stands out 
to them as the church of the piain 
people, the friend of labor, the pro
tector of marriage and the family, 
the guardian of law and order, thé 
surest assimilator of strange peo. 
pies. Some of the things which the 
disinterested American onlooker most 
admires in the Church are those 
which she herself ranks secondary 
She is primarily the soul-saver; but' 
the methods by which souls are sav
ed, conduce, broadly speaking, as 
thoroughly to the temporal well-be
ing of the human race, as if that' 
were their chief end.

Even Protestant clergymen hesitate 
no longer at open commendation of 
features in the Catholic system from 
which they believe their flocks 
take a lesson.

A Protestant minister in Boston, 
praising a few weeks ago the spirit 
of reverence and sacrifice fn the 
Catholic Church, said: "If with all 
their disadvantages the Roman Cath
olics can get ahead of us and ^win 
America, they ought to have it.”

But Catholics have not waited for 
suggestions like this, boldly to en
ter the great field of unchurned Am
erica to try to win it to Catholi
city. It is nearly fifty years ago 
since Father Hecker, himself an Am
erican convert, publicly sot on foot 
a movement for the conversion of 
America. It is the chief aim of the 
Missionary Institute, the Paulista, 
which he founded. Their "Missions 
to non-Catholics” have been taken 
up as a regular feature of church 
work by many other congregations 
and orders, and by the diocesan 
clergy themselves.

From the more earnest and devout 
of professed Protestants a steadily 
broadening stream of converts is 
coming into the church.

Catholics as a whole are advanc
ing not only in numbers, but In edu
cation and intellectual prestige, in 
social position and in political influ
ence. Catholics, moreover, are ad
apting to their own use those meth
ods found so effective in religious- 
social work by non-Catholics, as col
lege settlements, reading circles, 
summer schools, etc.

American Catholics are not alone 
alive to their successes and alert for 
their opportunities, but they are 
conscious of their weak points and 
actual and possible losses.

Best of all, a very large propor
tion of American Catholics arc thor
oughly practical, and nowhere is 
there greater loyalty to the Centre 
of Unity, more appreciation of the 
highest ideals, as embodied in the 
religious orders, > than In America. 
We have, it is true, our weak and 
worldly Catholics; and a proportion 
of the wretched, criminal and de
graded who still cling to the name, 
and whom their loving mother, with 
ttie heart of Him who was styled 
the Friend of sinners, will never cast 
off.

But with all discounts made there 
is much to justify Dr. Dolan’s fore
cast. When the broad-minded, i’JS- 
tice-loving people of America can see 
the Church as she Is, they will see 
that no other is big and broad 
enough for them, and they will have
no other. —- , ,

When shall they sec this Divine 
fact? Only when American Catholics 
arc so numerously true to lc 
Church’s teachings, wheq they are 
so numerously the ideal Christian 
citizens which their principles should 
make them—that non-Catholics wi 
be forced to look for the fountain of 
such true spirituality, such pure do- 
mestic life, such incorruptible public 
integrity and honor. To help 
this end is one of the aims of the 
Federation of American Catholl‘: . 
cieties. Will It bo achieved wit

^It might’eome sooner. It has been 

truly said that if all the Cathoh 
of this land lived worthy of th= 
profession, even for a week. Amer 
ica would be won, to the Faith.
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More than 600,000 divorces have 
been granted In the United • 
during the past 20 years. ‘n 
the homes broken up, the 
whose parents are separated, 
told misery that such a state 
fairs brings about! There are to
day in the United States, says 
American Journal, probably as ui 
as 1,600,000 children who have n 
what we call a real home-the hen» 
in which father and mother uni
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