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Sunday School Origin and Growth What Is Life?
• What is life?” I asked a child. 

Care-free, happy all the day. 
"What Is life?” the child replied,

" Lady, life is pla;

Next I turned to a maid
Sweet and lovely beyond measure, 

“ What is life?” I questioned her;
" Life," she murmured, "Life is

(NOTE—In his admirable address at the 
Sunday School Anniversary In the British 
Columbia Conference meetings, Mr. E S. 
Learn, who Is Superintendent of the Sixth 
Avenue Sunday School, Vancouver, gave 
the following epitome of the early organ
isation of the Sunday School. In prepara
tion for our forthcoming Rally Day, this 
article will be of value, and will open up 
the way for a much more elaborate treat
ment of Robert Ralkes and his work, which 
will appear In our next Issue.—Ed.)

a conference of the bishops to i 
plans to stop the movement. M 
even persecuted for the " crime ” of con
ducting a Sunday school. A historian, 
writing of Sunday School work in Eng
land in 1798 records: “ The opposition 
which Sunday School workers encoun
tered was dreadful. Every species of 
Insult was heaped upon them. They 
were pelted with filth and dirt of every 
description, and filthy water was fre
quently thrown out of windows upon 
their heads.”

Ralkes, In wrlti 
“ It seems

consider 
en were

y.” I

Turning to a soldier bra 
Like to those oft 

"Just a moment’s time 1 crave. 
What Is life?" "Why, life is

g In story:The development of the Sunday 
School in the cloeing years of the 
eighteenth century is supremely the re
cord of a divine movement. Like all 
other great religious movements, It is 
the result of a life Inspired and directed 

the Holy Spirit. Robert Ralkes, to 
whom rightly belongs the honor of 
founding the Sunday School, was born 
in the year 1736, In the old town of 
Gloucester. England. He developed into 
a man with many of the sterling quali
ties that go to make a successful busi
ness man, and with a tenacity of pur
pose that meant success in most of his 
undertakings. He is pictured as " a 
fair, well-looking man,” about medium 
height, and comfortably stout and styl
ish in appearance. He was accustomed 
to carry a stick in his hand when it was 
not occupied with his gold snuff-box, or 
plain horn one for common use. He 

a man of ” gay and joyous tempera- 
t,” kindlv and benevolent, but not 

without a touch of the vanity that often 
marks the " self-made " man.

He was a man like " The Man 
zareth," with a big, loving heart 
was moved with compassion at the sight 
of the filthy, degraded condition of the 
children of the poorer classes of his 
native town. These children were em
ployed, many of them, in the pin fac
tories of Gloucester during the week
days, and on Sunday were turned loose 
to riot in all sorts of sin and vice. 

Ralkes began his work first among 
rlsons of England, but soon came 
-j conclusion that the wretched, 

graded conditions In which the child
ren, especially of 
were reared

ng to a friend, said: 
i as if I had discovered a new 

country where no other adventurer 
chooses to follow.” But the Sunday 
School had many friends, among others 
the founder of our beloved Methodism, 
John Wesley, who, with prophetic vision, 
wrote as early as 1784, “ Perhaps God 
may have a deeper end thereto than 

n are aware of. Who knows but 
at some of these schools may become 

nurseries for Christians."
Robert Ralkes retired from business 

in 1802; In 1804 the " freedom of the 
city ” was conferred upon him. He died

glory.”

Mother , tolling all the day 
the child whose radiant beauty 

Ightens all the weary way—
" What Is life?" " Ah, life

For
Brightby

is duty."

Father, sailing o’er the sea.
Where the angry waters foa 

"What Is life?” I asked, and 
Quickly answered, " Life I

r we rove?" 
my heart replied: 
life Is only love!"

—Golden Age.
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Getting Ready for Somewhere
Bro. R. H. Smith, writing from 

SourlB, Man., records the following 
nd makes the accompanying 

n and appeal. Both are timely.i Incl
llcatlon 
writes:

“As a young man was 
the other day I said to h 
you are getting ready for ca 
came back a few steps and said 
words. ' I am gettin gready for hell 
have been thinking much since how true 
it is that we are gettUng ready for 
somewhere. And now, at the begin
ning of a new year In our leagues, I 
wish that every leaguer would ask 
themselves the question, ' What am I 
getting ready for?’ There is much to 
be done in the different departme 
and we are getting ready to run in 
same old rut or we are getting ready 

make this year the best one in the 
history of the league in winning our 
young people for Christ and the Church. 
This can only be accomplished by every 
leaguer, from the presidents and vice- 
presidents down to every member, get
ting ready for personal work now. And 
the letter H is the gateway to both 
places. To get ready for one means 

k, to prepare for the other just drift. 
where”'* gett,Dg ready for some-

ryof Na- 
that

app
He

r+. 1

tr,
passing by me 
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de in 
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theIn a very large mea- 
: ever-increasing 
that were being 

the land. 
" it Is far better 

a life of sin and 
reform a life after 

and ruined by years

i responsible for the 
tltude of criminals I 

gathered Into the prisons of 
He also concluded that 
to save a child from 
misery than to try to 

been wasted 
doing.”

In 1780 he began an experiment which 
sued for a year or two 

publicity. He gathered a 
little street waifs in a room in 

" Sooty Alley,” and engaged a woman at 
a shilling a day to teach them. Thus 
was started the movement that was 
destined to become one of the 
agencies In the building up of 
dom of Jesus Christ on earth.

not receive very much encour
agement, but enough to warrant him In 
undertaking a larger scheme of educa
tion, which seemed to have become very 
popular and to have had a very rapid 
growth; for, by the end of 1794, there 
were about 260,000 scholars in 
the schools that grew out of the 
movement, the meetings of which 
were held on Sunday so as not 
to interfere with the wage-earning of 
the children. This new movement was 
not to go on without opposition. The 

raised that "the education of the 
hem restless and dlssatls- 

That, “ the masses must be kept 
In their place.” That " this scheme 
would destroy all family religion.” 
Many of the clergy were opposed to It, 
such as the Bishop of Rochester and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. These men 
attacked the movement, avd even called

to
his

»

IIt has

he
without 
few of the

MR. E. S. LEARN,
Supt. of Sixth Ave. Vancouver 5. S.

a very brief illness, and as 
of his own Sunday School 

followed his body to the grave they sang 
Sunday School hymns.

He had seen his first Sunday School 
w to an army of a quarter of a 
lion and it spread into Wales, Scot

land, Ireland and America, and which 
has now grown Into a gigi ntic mo 
that has given to the nineteenth < 

world the most potie 
moral and religions advance

ment, to be passed on to the twentieth 
century for a development beyond the 
dreams of the most sanguine.

in 1811, after 
the children <

Trained Teachers
A Sunday School In Wilklnsburg, Penn

sylvania, has had a permanent teacher- 
years. The 
noted. The 

eads " Train-

greatest 
the king-

mSHe did training department for five 
following results have been 
first line reading crosswise r 
ed Teachers." The first column reading 
downward reads ’’ Trained Teachers."

T—rained Teachers.
R—egular Preparation.
A—dap ted Teaching.
I—ncreased Spirituality.
N—ew Inspiration.
E—nlarged Vision.
D—I reeled Energy.
T—caching to a Purpose.
E—fllcient Workmanship.
A—ddltlonal Zeal.
C—onsecrated Effort.
H—lgher Ideals.
E—nthusiastlc Service.
R—eeponeibilltles Met.
S—econd Timothy, Two, Fifteen.

—Pennsylvania Herald.
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rDo you know that your spo 
an animal once? It was. It 
the bottom of the sea. While it w 
it was covered with a sort of 
was a dark red when tak 
water, then it was buried 
until the Jelly decayed, 
it was washed and bleat 
all clean; then it was put on 
vessel with many other snoi 
travelled over the i
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and afterwards 
eached until it was 
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