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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 'MEETING.

Dr. Armstrong Unznimously Elected
Moderator,

Kingston, June 7.—The thirty-first Gen-
eral Assembly of the Preshbyterian Ohureh
in Canada eonvened in Grant  Memoriad
Hall of Queen's University this evening,
Fourteen years ago the Assembly wet in
St. Andrew’s diurch m this city, and it
wais during the sitting of the court in 1801
that the passing of Sir John Maclonald
was recodded in Canadian by oy 18
year's Asembly meets in the hall areted
to the memory of the man whose name
it bears and dor the service of the unk
versity since brought into closer rela oms
to the Church. It is, therefore, fitting
that this gitbering shali be known and
ronembered a8 Queen’s  Assembly. ‘The
four humlied commissioners now i al-
tendance dave ouly words of praise not
only dor toe buiiding m whily the Gene-
rad Assemibiy meets, but also for the ad-
mirabie accommodadion provided foe the
officets and committees in the acts bwtd-
ing with which Geant Holl is comaected,
It has been aready suggostod that the
General Assembly should annually taber-
nacle in tos place.

The Opening Service,

Rev. G. M. Milligan, D.D., LL.D_, the
Modorator, called the General \.«mnlv
to order in its first sederunt at 8 o
and announced Psidm 102, For the
ture lesson he read Psalm 19, folﬂu\uug
whicii the congregation, led by a waited
cloir, sang the Te Deum, and the Moder
ator led in prayer. The Assembly eer-
mon, preached by the retiring Moderator,
was a strong deliverance on the dynamie,
impregnable and externul character of the
Word of Ged.

Dr. Armstrong Moderator,

Professor bryce, Wimnipeg, nominatad
Rev. Wilam Armstrong, D.D., Ottawa,
to be Moderator of the General Asserily
Mr, Geotge Hay, Utlawva, seconded 1
motion, and there being no other nomina-
tions  Dr. Ammstrong  was  unanimously
elected,

De. Milligan, before retiving, sail he
wisied to say in his last breath s Mol
erator that as a son of Queen's he w
comed the Assembly to Geant Hall.  Dur
ing his year of office he had traveiled
9,000 miles.

Dr. Armstrong, in acceptiog office, said
it was with bim a principle never to seck
or to shirk responsibilny. While taere
were no burning questions before the As
sembly this year, theve were the impor
tant departments of missions and edueci-
tion. in commection with the hlter,
Queen’s Col.ege woula receive special con-
sideration,

Dr, Milligan read a communication from
Muor Muudn upmum:b:lu King's ac-

. Retiring Moderator's Sermon,

Dr. Milligan's theme in his sermom was
“The Bternal  and l)mlm)qtmmnn-lm
Word” and his text Hebrews iv., 12, “The
word of Gad s quick and powertul, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, jieve
g even to the dividing asmuler of =00l
and spivit, and of the joints and marrow,
and s a discorner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.”

The writer of the epistle, =il the
preacher, is in this portion of it warning
those who lhave become Olristians against
falling away from their privileges and
obligations m Christ Jesus, He tells them
they are face to face with a new and great
Providence, from which they must not
tanm away, as their fathers did when they
me to the frontiers of the promised
land, lest evil come upon them, as v il
upon  ther fathers. Tlhe gromd of this
warning the writer makes the wonl of
God, wiidh amid all changes of time and
tlace is in essence the sune.

Let us comsider the word of God as ast
forth in the text, that we may be helped
more adequately to realize what it is,
and how it is profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction of error, and jor
disvipline in righteousness, In it G.d's
word is represented as living, Living heve
stands for what is cpposed to obeoicte
or antiquated. It s a word out of which
men do not grow as they do out of child-
ish things, It belorgs to what is hound
up in the beginming, middle, and end of
men's lives,

Tt stande, therefore, for what is nerpot.
ually existent. It is expressive of forces
and reftions existent in the natuce of
things. In this sense, in the physieal
aphere, gravitation w a living word of
God, which is as strong and real today
as in the remotest past. It stands ¢or
forces and laws or modes of action imbed-
ded in the system of things, ordained of
God for the accomplidhment of His s
poses. Whatever else may wither ns the
green herb, the living word endureth for-
ever,

The Indispensable Word.

The word of God, is therefore, indispen-
sabe to man's well-being. It is, in its
sphere, like seed to the sower and hrewd
to the eater. It is represemted in Serip-
ture as a necessity to man's life.  Man
cannot live by bread alone, but by evory
word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God. It is manna that never bewmes
stale. In dadt, it stands for not the seen
and temporal, but the unseen amd perpet.
ually present forves, of whose presen e
tie seen are at once the evidence and of-
fect,

To know this living word is to pro-
phey what the seen will always e,
wiliother that seen be the seed of Alra:
ham drawing back from Canaan or ‘ail
ing to follow Christ, of whom the kw
and the prophets did testify. Like tne
essential properties of matter, extension
and impenetrability, the living word of
God constitutes the very essence of spir-
itual existence, It entered into the Tives
of Ab

Lren-
aul of the addies of loyalty prescnteld
Jast year. Dr. Millgan also refemd to
Eanl Grey's personal interest in the great
work being done for Canada by tire 'res-
byterian Church,

A communication was rexd from Rev.

, Moses, Isaiah and Paul, and
impanted to them adhievement and signi-
ficance,

A perpetually existent element xhen it
comes in relation to the life of a peple
alters that life as geographical and eci-
mdﬁc discoveries abundan u-y -how. The

R. H. Wanden, D.D., expr g regret
at his enforced aleence and nqnu‘lnu that
Rev. J. W. M:Milw, Winmapeg, aml
Rev. John Sommervilke, D.D., he ap-
pointed assistant clerks of the Assembly.

Dr. Milligan spoke of the financial ge-

m and ﬂn- :vht of D' Wudon as nn'

willhmnimdhumh \vum
bly’s loss by his absence.

Y, of Amevica hos ged the
currents of history. Electrical scirnee
has brought electricity into man's liie,
pmrhmn. l‘wmdmm social, com-

and otherwise.

(kut potentialities lie in the living
words of the living God. Could He, the
Ruler over all things, speak oth'r than
such mighty, allcommanding words?
He speaks and things are, When He

gave His word to Isrwel it was to make
them a people unto Himself, abundant
in life, worthy of the name, and through
them to bless all people,

The Word a Disclosure,

Prophetic teaching is a disclosure of
God's word rather than its fulfillment,
that word bung unveiled by the -
vhets which in the nature of things is
and when manif sted is seen to be the
glory of God. As God's messengers  in
physical things are scientists, such are
the prophets in things spiritual. These
each in their sphere interpret the liv-
ing word, the perpetually existent re-
alities which live and move and have
their being in God.

This living word of God is, then, not
a tissue of mere verbalisms or the re-
currence of events in the same external
settings. Thes®  external feature of
His living word are like the gss which
today is and to-morrow is cast into the
sea.  Tongues may cease, but mot the
living word they embody. Psalmists,
and prophets, and evangelists still live,
men hearing them in all lands in their
own tongues wherein thy were born.
God's living word does not depend for
its truth upon any mere form of either
words or events

It is too abiding m its own nature
and right to require any such protec-
tion for its security. On the contrary,
it gives to every Torm of word or oec-
currence its law. It is true regarding
it that
“Of soul the body form doth take,

Fo soul is form and doth the body
make.”

The living word of God gives to gvery
form of speech or evint its character,
because it represents eternal powers and
relationships. 1t is the heavenly treas-
ure that imparts fullness or emptiness
to every earthly vessel. Say not, then,
that the form'r days were better than
these. FEvery age is signifieant, for
God is in it. His living word through
all generations bears witness to His
severity towards the forward and His
goodn ss towards those who keep His
law. Hence God's word because liv-
ing is powerful, or active, or ener-
getie.

Perpetually Operative,

It is not only perpetually existent,
but also perpetually operative. It is
wither a savor of death unto death or
of life unto life. It is either for or
against men. Put it in a napkin and it
brings disaster, place it in the bank and
it yields unspeakable gain. God's liv-
ing word is possssed of such energy
that it never leaves men as it found
them. The children of Tsrael refused
the living oracl's God gave them for
their guidance, with the result that
Jehovah turned and gave them up to
serve the host of hcaven. Moses told
the Israelites that to observe all the
words of God’s law was no vain thing
for them, that it was their life to do
#0. God has so organized His universe
that those who honor Him He will hon-
or, and those who despise Him shall be
lightly eteemed. Jehovah, our God, is
a jealous God. There are certain rela-
tions whi¢h in their very nature ex-
clude indifference or lukewarmness, such
as the parental or filial. In these who
is not for ie against. In these to be
indifferent is to be unnatural, untrue
to the mature of things, opposed to the
living word of God, lud. therefore, doom-
ed to meet its wn energy.

tells hovah t His
weeds into his moud: and eet over

|
|
1
|
\



