
S SCANDINAVIA AIND THEl WAR.

of humnour), a.nd they rualize no less elearly that a head-
long plunige into t.he whirlpool, of -,ar miglit at the best
prove a very expensive way of achieving their clîerislhed
goal. To wha. ext.ent they entertain any hopes of get-
ting -%vht they want without fighiting for it I do noV
know. But should the Allies prove com)pletely vietor-
ious in the end, as I believe tlîey wiIl, it woul, par-
ticularly on thc part of Eiigland, be good business, if
nothing more, to insist on flie belated return of the
Pauiish part of Sleswiickz Vo the country of whieh iV
forms a natural. adjunet.

Because of ber position, sheltered by the Koelen
mouritais on the one side and by the Atlantic on the
other, with Swedlen acting as a buffer toward Russia.
and IDenmnark tovard Germaiiy, -Norway remains almost
uneonicernied by the war as lonig as the two sister nations
are unaffectedl a.nd Eingland does not suddenly desert
a poliey that lias becomne expressive of one of Norway's
mnain ideals. I do noV think miuch aceount neecis to bc
takzen of any Norwegian fears of Enghind, hiowever nîuch
Germany iiia-y strive to foster themn. But it is alivays
better to mecet. such fears ha,,lf--way, a.nd England shoald
not deern it beneath lier, digniity to do so. More than
imniiiediate defeat or vietory is at stakze just now. A
new order of things is likely Lo emierge fromn this ordeal
of fire. And, when this happenis, the niature cf the necw
order niay depend in no littie degree on the confidence
reposed in Enlgland by the smnaller nations. Sueli a con-
fidti :eIý takes time to develop, though it may disappear
in a momient ; and it is more determined by public
gossip than by the inside knowledge0 of men in power.
Norway's feaLr of being dragged into the figlit by one
of the other two Seand(inavian countries is inneli ore
real and mluch. more significant. But there is a silver


