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HE evolution of the basket from the
material at hand began at such a re-
mote period, and has been so gradualm Its rise, that it is most difBcult to trace

Its origin, but it seems to have been as
old as the needs of woman.

The direction followed by the me-
chanical arts of a country is essentially deter
mined by the material found in the country

h,^^!?^'^'
"^brilliant coloring have been ex-humed from Theban tombs and placed in Euro-

pean museums. The valuable papyrus furnished
material for hats and baskets for the Egyptians
centuries before the Christi.^ Era, and excaTa
tions in Peruvian tombs also disclose baskets thathave been buried for centuries. Basketry pre-ceded pottery, and ancient pottery often shows
that the day was rolled and twisted, and coiledabout like the coils of basketry, and oftent^tt
It overlaid a basket which burned away in Thefiring of the clay, but impressions of the coi edbasketry were left.

The women of Juan Fernandez plait from asingle banana leaf a commodious f^ruit blsketand all sold togethei to passing ships, and afte !
wards the leaf is tossed into the sea ; whereasthe women of Attu Island, which is the n os

sTend t."'"' °' ''^ ^^^"^'-^ Archipelag^

AleutLI ' """' '°™' *° '^^ '^^"^^t^^^- TheAleutian woman ,s a poor, degraded creature

hour ":? "h
' ?"1,'"^' "^' ^" winters h^veou"hours of daylight. The Alaskan tribes werewonderfully skilled in the twined stUch ^fbasketry, and in their dyes and patterns, thd
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