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MrtlHMlist Ki»i>^M.pal .l.^U'«atrs Wlu'u tlio conrltislon wftH
;

.vaduMl.a i.n.foun.l so«h^ pf rcUuf wus oxiMHitiici-l. N«. o\w

reKanl.'.l tlu^ v.»U' as. in any H.-nsi'. a iKMs.nial oi- party trminpli.

hut each Hiu.ni.Ml to r.-K'anl it as a-ckcisioii to wliicli tlicy had

hocn UmI in th.. f.-ar .»r < Jo.l. Thrn, w.vh mo noisy applause
;

hut
,

pent-ui. ..n...ti<»us foun.l vQut in the .strains of the «ran.l ohl

Doxology, un<l then the Counuittee adjouruiMl for the night.

On the cpiestion of Lay Ri-presontation in the Annual (\)n-

ferences/it seen.ea netjessary that three out of tlie four unitu.g

Churches shoul.l change fr.mt a little. The Metho.list (M.urch

I. of Oana.la an.l the Metho.list Episcopal Church have each lay

representation in thi» Ceneral Conference, lait n.>ne m the

Annual; the Bihlo Christians have ministers aiul laymen in

Ci|ual n.nnhers in the Annual ( ^.nfereiice ;
while th'J I'rnuitrve

Methodists have two laymen for each minister in tlJat assemhly.

Where a Ceneral Conference exists, th<^ functions of aji Annual

C(mf(^rence are t.ecessarlly very limited. It has no authority to

legislate, and a large part of its husines* is of a routine sojt,

dialling with tuatters of niinisterial character^ .lUalitication,

and \\")rk. In view of these facts, there was a soiiiewliat

general opinion in the Committee that ky representation in

the Annual Conferences would be a douhtful gocyl, and would

be lightly esteemed by-tlie laymen themselves. But the laymj^V .

in two of the Churches had been accusti)me<l to .sit in the

Annual Conferences, an<l there was reason to fear that in thesti

twQ Churches Union could not be carrie<imdess lay.represen-

tation, in some form, was Conceded. At first it was propose!

that the representation shouhl be vt^'y limited-two or thn-c

from a District, but it wan felt that this was merely playing

with the (piestion. and if there was toHrt/ Wy representation at

all it must be in^ciiial niiinbeis with ministers. In this torm-

the recommendation eventually carried,
/ ,
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The only otlier question of serious moment was that relating
.

to Church funds. Some of these were (|uickly settled. The,
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