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gress should consider whether the law relating to

naturalization should not be revised. "A denial of

citizenship under a residence of fourteen years is

a denial to a great proportion of those who ask

it"; and "shall we refuse to the unhappy fugitives

from distress that hospitality which savages of

the wilderness extended to our fathers arriving in

this land?"

The most inveterate foe could not characterize

this message as revolutionary, however much he

might dissent from the policies advocated. It was

not Jefferson's way, indeed, to announce his inten-

tions boldly and hew his way relentlessly to his

objective. He was far too astute as a party leader

to attempt to force his will upon Republicans in

Congress. He would suggest; he would advise; he

would cautiously express an opinion; but he would

never dictate. Yet few Presidents have exercised

a stronger directive influence upon Congress than

Thomas Jefferson during the greater part of his

Administration. So long as he was en rapport with

Nathaniel Macon, Speaker of the House, and with

John Randolph, Chairman of the Committee on

Ways and Means, he could direct the policies of

his party as effectively as the most autocratic dicta-

tor. When he had made up his mind that Justice


