
PREFACE

It is necessary to s^^y a fe« wcnls nlx.ut marble
.t>e f k-foa. (le^^-ribing the M,K.cial varieties known
to the Ilon.ans. The name, from the G- «'or.I
w«ma;/r;« (to shine), is correetly appliw , lime-
stones vvMch are essentially composed of carlK)nate
rf hme, and capable of k-in^ used as decorative
-ones. The larger class of these marl)les are meta-

niorphic
; that is, they have Ixien transfonned from

non-c-rystalline to crystalline rocks. This change is
usually caused by earth movement accon.panied by
neat and pressure.

Of limestones fron. which the greater part of
marble is derived ther. are two varieties, the most
common being formed of the hardened calcareous
remams of plants and an .Is, that i, of organic
origm. The other variety .s of inorganic formation,
and IS deposited by water carrying carbonate of
lime m .^lution, thus forming sheets of limestone.
ut such IS the ordinary compact limestone.

It is difficult to ascertain from which of these
two formations a marble may be derived, as in
cr.vstalli2ation all fossil remains are often entirely
obliterated.

Marble occurs in beds and lenticular masses in
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