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nature of wood, .tone, and metals. It wa. Jong, however

aj made a difference .n the re.uJt of heating .ubstancesWhen attention wa. drawn to thi. aifferenrr . „cw .u,-gction wa. adopted. It wa., that things, be. es con "si.ng o or sharing th. propertie. of earth water, air, andfire al.o consist of, or at least are like. Lit, .ulphur nJ

^t to Ir?n
7,^"\'^'"8" »""« '"her contain a kind of

share ^henrn /"'/''',' ^^P""^' ^-^ '^'V «""" «' '«^»«thare the property of saJt, m so ^ as they dissolve. Sin.i-

•hare the property of mercury, .^eing that they ,hine withthe same kind of lustre
; and many things resemble JulZr

hwasor
•'''^- "'." !"^ Produce a'smell in burning. S

like, .alt, sulphur, and mercury; he imagined all thino.

naSthet '""^T °k
^'^ «^°^ ^° ^°° '^ ^'^^^e ear'h^snamely the m -curial, the glassy, and the fatty, the lasmplymg the

, .perty of being' able to burn.^' X^d inpearly year of the eighteenth century, BecherWGeorge Ernest Stahl. who was Professor of Medicine inJena, and later in Halle, two small German town madean.mportant addition to the ancient theories, namely, thltIt was possible to restore the "sulphur." or the "fettvearth," as Becher called it. to things whi^ch had £deprived of it by burning, by heating them wUh o^ersubstances rich in that constituent.

Phlogiston.Suhl devised a new name for this com-bustible constituent of substances, in order better to direct^Iten ion to his new idea
; he called it " phlogiston,'' a wordwhich may be translated « burnableness/' for it is derTved


