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here are two types of histo-

I rians. One type seems to

do only historical research

for other historians to interpret.

Their books seem to dominate the

history book market and, due to

their complex nature, are often

unsuitable for public consump-
tion.

York Professor J. L. Granatstein
and Desmond Morton are repre-
sentatives of the other type of his-
torians, those who write for the
people. A Nation Forged in Fire is
a prime example of their type of
work, eloquent in its literary style,
yet still easy to read.

The book tells its story in two
ways: by describing a different
aspect of World War |l as it relates
to Canada, and through several
pages of visuals. The photographs
and paintings, many of them in
colour, accentuate the words and
bring the realities of war to life.
Rather than being a boring history
book, it is a beautiful volume.
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The narrative is a straightfor-
ward retelling of history, but is far
from dry. Granatstein and Morton
know their audience and write
with the emotion that it demands.
The authors shy away from
excessive facts and figures, and
try to focus upon the experiences
of the men and women involved in
the war — often in their own
words.

The authors' interest in people
is exemplified by their choice for
the book’s opening illustration: a
group of soldiers in prayer, before
embarking upon their D-Day mis-
sion. It emphasizes both the posi-
tive and negative aspects of the
war.

Aside from describing the hor-
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rors of the war, the authors also
enforce their belief that it “forged
a stronger, surer and more sover-
eign nation” in Canada. In their
interpretation, Canadaentered
the war because “of the link to the
mother country, not because of
any understanding of the issues at
stake", but came out of the war an
independent nation.

Ultimately, the authors argue
that World War |1 had to be fought.
“The second world war was a just
war," they write, “ without it the
outcome could only have been
unspeakable tyranny and institu-
tionalized horror."

A Nation Forged in Fire des-
cribes that horror, as well as its
effect on Canada, in fine style.
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