
Women and plantsLSAT Diane Rene
There has always been a close
relationship between women plant studies "improved 
and plants, explained York women’s education, for their 
Humanities Prof. Ann B. Shteir minds and for hard-core 
during her lecture, "Women and fundamental knowledge.” 
Plants-A Fruitful Topic,” at the Later on, society had to find a 
Atkinson Fellows Lounge on way to organize the wealthofthe

world's plants. In the 18th
This relationship began as far century, Karl Lenaeus, a Swedish 

back as the Garden of Eden, scientist, said to categorize them 
when Eve, searching for sexually, by the positions of their 
knowledge, found it in a luscious pistils and stamens. He even 
fruit, the apple. This search for described plants with such 
wisdom through botany described plant activities with 
consequently brought about words such as "marriage, brides, 
mankind's expulsion from grooms,and nuptual beds.”One 
Paradise. In later centuries, Englishman rebuked Lenaeus' 
women who knew how to use method, saying that the 
herbs *or medicinal purposes scientist’s description of a pansy 
were la died as heretics, since it was "too smutty for British ears." 
was felt tnat medical knowledge 
should be limited to men only.

There are several correlations women and plants continues to 
between women and plants. The be a fruitful topic. "The study of 
first such relationship deals with botany is a sociological and 
fertility, the "celebration of a cultural mirror,"concluded Prof, 
woman's body.” In the 17th Shteir.
century, women sowed the ----------------------------------------------
fields, reaped the crops, and
played an important role in IvlO-v «
agriculture. As well, women and 
the land are one in cycles, 
phenomena which links them 
even more closely.

being idle, lazy, silly or 
frivolous.” It was believed that
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Thus, in conclusion, the long­
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Contacted at his home late 

Tuesday, University President Ian 
Macdonald denied any previous 

In the 19th century, Canadian knowledge of Kaplan’s Novem- 
periodicals stated that women 
should study botany to derive a 
code of moral behaviour from it.

Why not give us a call and find out 
how you can really do the pre 
paration you keep thinking you’ll 
gel around to on yo ir own?

■Ilg ifpewrller oe. Helled National Testing Centre, Inc
4609 West l()th Avenue. 
Vancouver. B C V6R 2J3
(604) 689-9000 or 
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1 800-663-3381

ber 1 letter, or the ACC motion. 
When read excerpts from the 

. statements, Macdonald refused
In an 1848 issue of the Burlington to be apologetic about the 
Ladies Journal,onewriterstated,
"Who could not look at violets 
and imitate their retiring 
modesty?” However, another 
said that such studies should not 
take away women's "gaiety.”

RENTAL SPECIALIST SINCE 1931

363-7430 administration’s monetary 
policies.

"They're entitled to their 
opinion, but I can’t agree,” 
declared Macdonald. On the 
topic of the recently discovered 

As well, there were other surplus, Macdonald argued, 
reasons for engaging women in “We could have ended up with a 
the study of botany. “In those $1.4 million deficit. It seems that 
days," explained Prof. Shteir, this is a preferable situation to be 
"there was a tax on women for in."

As jocks they were jokes... 
the twelve nuttsiest, goofiest, spoofiest, 
singln’est, dancin’est characters to ever 

a call themselves a team!
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February to July 1980
*Uvi When you’ve seen the 55 exquisite artifacts in the 

coming Treasures of Tuiankhamun exhibition, think 
of the other 5,000 objects still in Cairo.

The tomb of Tuiankhamun contained literally 
everything the King would need in the afterlife, one of 
the richest archaeological discoveries
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ever.
Next winter you can see these treasures in the 

Egyptian Museum in Cairo, the actual tomb where they 
were found, the pyramids, and the breathtaking temple 
of Karnak. COST $1301.00.

Prices include airfare, accommodation, most meals, 
sightseeing in Cairo and Luxor. Not included is a $40 
donation to the AGO.

Recommended oi
ADULT INTIRTAINMINT

Copyright © 1979 Lonmar Productions. Inc AIQRJMAR R*.». United AltlSte
■ A Transamer ice Conxrany

364-6339
AND OTHER FAMOUS 
PLAYERS THEATRES

STARTS FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER 9th BUTTERFIELD & ROBINSON TRAVEL 

CENTRAL SQUARE, YORK UNIVERSITY 
____________661-0661

Y0NGE AT0UN0AS

8 ÈXCALIBÜR, November 15,1979


