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Most units brand New and fully guaranteed
some one of a kind — All priced very low!
Some units very low stock CASH sales only.

Drawing on a variety of influences,
Ensemble’s work warms audience

By JOHN KARPENKO
For a musical aggregation that
had never appeared in Toronto as
a complete unit before last week,
The Art Ensemble of Chicago cer-
tainly set out to rectify matters for
those local fans interested in some
of the most exuberant new sounds
in Black American music. Besides ‘ » 0 Sr _ :
playing to an enthusiastic soldiout PR Ny . NOW
house at Burton Auditorium last ’ e . Zg ;
Wednesday, they also found time Memorex 2400’ ] 12.19 $6.99 ea.
to arrange a special workshop and Memorox 1800’ reels - low noise 9.39 $5.99 ea.
clinic for York music students on Memorex Cassettes - 90 low noise 2 for 5.20 ea.
Thursday, a solo recital by reed - 90 Chrome - Buy 12 $3.69
specialist Joseph Jarman at the A €-buy1Z...$3.69 ea.
Space Concert Series on Friday, - 60 Chrome - Buy 12 . . $2.40 ea.
BASF 1800’ reels - low noise- Buy 12 $3.99 ea.
BASF 8 track 90 - Buy 10 $2.75 ea.
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and an impromptu series of con-

certs at the Toronto Workshop Lester Bowie an Malachi Favours show York students how it’s done.

Productions Theatre on Saturday
and Sunday.

The performance at Burton last
Wednesday was an excellent
example of the Art Ensemble’s
ability to draw on an extremely
wide variety of musical influences
in creating an excitingly creative
musical event full of fluidity and
control. Snatches of familiar tunes
and composed melodies meshed
with freely orchestrated collective
and solo improvisations, highly
complicated structural forms and
a perfectly communicated sense
of theatrical fun into a com-
bination which couldn’t help but
generate an atmosphere of
warmth throughout the hall.

The Art Ensemble’s greatest
achievement in terms of being
saddled with the label of an
‘“avant garde jazz ensemble”
seems to be in its ability to
achieve a group sound which en-
courages rather than discourages
the listener to join in exploring
new musical sounds along with its
members. Even during the
searing saxophone solos of reed-
men Roscoe Mitchell and Joseph
Jarman, the logic behind such
aggressive explorations was ob-
vious as a natural outgrowth of the
wide spectrum of sound that the
group had to offer for the recep-
tive ear and not as simply

unrestrained ‘‘noise”’.

During a workshop held for
members of the York Music depart-
ment on Thursday, the group
discussed some of its concepts of
musical organization, its musical
background, and some of the par-
ticular elements of the previous
night’s concert. Trumpet player
Lester Bowie was asked why he
was the only member of the group
who didn’t also play the vast array
of percussion instruments that
filled the stage almost to over-
flowing. The trumpet was all he
could play, he said, hence no one
forced him to do anything else. He
added that he wore a white lab
coat on stage to signify that he
was the Ensemble’s “specialist”’.

When asked to explain the
relationship between Roscoe Mit-
chell's extended sax duet with
Joseph Jarman towards the end of
the concert and the singing
melody that closed the show in an
almost vaudevillian mood,
everyone in the group agreed that
such a juxtaposition was an essen-
tial part of understanding their
music as an extension of the
tradition of Black American music
from which it grew. In
acknowledging how important
traditional black music was to
each of them (Lester Bowie's

comment was ‘“‘we shuffled for
years . ..”) they also emphasized
that the music of the Art En-
semble is highly structured and to
a great extent pre-planned with
regard to the form of events which
take place at each performance.

Simply performing whatever
might occur to them on the spur of
the moment would soon get to be
as boring for them as it likely
would for the audience, perhaps
even more so since, they noted,
they’d have to listen to it every
day.

In order to avoid such a
problem, Bowie and Jarman ex-
plained that the group is con-
stantly examining its per-
formances in the most ex-
cruciating detail, at what they
term a “‘scientific” level, in order
to figure out what kinds of things
will and won’t work musically.

Above all, the ensemble made it
abundantly clear that their music
is something to which they are
completely dedicated, and which
they, as a co-operative musical
unit, hope can ‘have value’ in com-
municating positively with people.
To this reviewer, and I suspect to
most people who heard them at
Burton Auditorium last Wed-
nesday, there is little doubt that it
does just that.

Harbourfront

Admission to Harbourfront is always free of charge

and Max Layton

Bring your talent
and perform

BOHEMIAN EMBASSY 8:30 P.M.

Poetry Night Thurs. Jan. 29
Readings by Fraser Sutherland ren 8-13,

HOOTENANNY Sat. Jan. 31
Arethusa, and Susan Cogan.

COMEDY REVUE Sun. Feb. 1
Rotunda Mime Co.

OPEN EVENING Wed. Feb. 4

THEATRE

2-4p.m.

HARBOURFRONT

"“Stardust” Presented by
the Power Players, Jan.
29-Feb. 1, 8:30 p.m. Little
Universe Theatre Co. -
drama workshop for child- zart and
Saturdays

CLASSICAL
MusIC

The Toronto Chamber
Music Society. A string
quartet and two french
horns, will present selec-
tions from Hayden, Mo-
Beethoven.
Friday, Jan. 30 - 8:30 p.m.

MUSIC OF
THE 40's

Jazz  Trumpeter,

1-2:30 p.m.

Dance to the music of
Fred Selected film shorts every
Stone, and guest Paul
Hoffert of “Lighthouse’.
Jitterbug  demonstration
by experts. Sunday, Feb.

FILMS

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. Har-
bourfront Theatre.

THE NICEHOUSE

Games, crafts and music for children. Sat. & Sun. 1-5 p.m. Special
event: Feb. 1-3:00 p.m. - Paul Mandell reads his story
“How the Little Town of Chickendale was built by a Fiddle”

ICE SKATING

mmwmmmymsmmmmmmmrmk.

t

235 Queen’s Quay West (just west of the foot of York Street)
For further information, call 369-4951.

BASF c-90 low noise cassettes - Buy 12. . . . $2.15 ea.

Maxell UD - 1800’ reels - Buy 10

$8.50 ea.

PIONEER
Pioneer 434 Receivers - 30 watts
Pioneer 535 Receivers - 40 watts
Pioneer 636 Receivers - 50 watts
Pioneer 5151 Dolby Cassette Decks
Pioneer 1011 Reel Deck

$239.99

$289.00

$339.99
$265.00

$585.00

Superscope 350 Receivers - 50 watts. . . .
Superscope 302A Dolby Cassette Decks . .

$219.00
$188.00

DYNACO KITS

Stereo 120 Amp
Stereo 150 amp
Stereo 400 amp

$266.00
$210.00
$240.00
$212.00
$275.00
$555.00

KOSS HEADPHONES

HV Lightweight Foam Cups
HVIA Lightweight Foam Cups

AC-DC 5’" reel Recorders

Superscope AC-DC AM-FM Cassette . . . .
Empire Troubador Turntable w 4000 I11. . .

Roberts 8-track Recorder w amp

Dual 1229Q Turntable complete

Dual 1216 Turntable complete

Dual CS-16 Turntable complete

Akai Quad Amp (4X15 Watts)

Akai Quad 8 track record deck

Toshiba Reel Recorders 3 heads Echo,
S.0.s. 3 speed, metal reels

Car Am-Fm stereo, cassette, in dash . . . .

Pioneer PL-A45D Turntable

BSR Belt drive Semi-Automatic table . . . .

Audiologic | model A-300
Speakers f model A-400
Akai Quad Reel Deck

Akai 4000 DS Reel Decks
Akai 7'’ Metal reels

10%2"" Metal reels

Sony Reel Recorder W amp
ERC 12 Watt Receiver
Shure 95 ED Cartridges
Audio Reflex cassette decks

$59.99
$89.99
$399.99
$125.00
$245.00
$110.00
$85.00
$125.00
$299.00

$289.99
$139.99
$145.00
$115.00
$149.99
$159.99
$449.00
$319.00
$6.50
$6.99
$245.00
$99.99
$32.00
$139.00

Stereoland of Ontario is run by young
people, for sure nothing here is over-
priced. We carry a large stock of quality
Hi-Fi equipment, 3 new soundrooms make
comparisons easy. Youll find us easy to
deal with, most people buy during their

first visit!

KENWOOD PANASONIC AR - VO AKAI AUDIO LOGIC 90s¢
PMOREER TOSHIBA THORENS SHURE AVANTI DYNACO
SAnsu| SUPERSCOPE DUAL EMPIRE [SOUNDERAFT, ATR

1179 FINCH AVEW. 635-848|

NEW HOURS TUES & FRIDAY 11 AM - 7 PM. WED 8THURS 11AM -930PM SAT -11AM -6PM
WE ARE BETWEEN DUFFERIN & KEELE STS . DOWNSVIEW. CHARGEX AND EASY CRED!T AVAILABLE

l* Ministry of State Ministére d'Etat
Urban Atfairs Canada Affaires urbaines Canada




