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6186 Quinpool Road 

Halifax, N.S.<to 00
M* Æ* eOFF 429-5225

Regular Price of Pizza 
Subs 

Donairs 
Fish & Chips
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with this coupon
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ANSWER TO A 
FLORIDA NIGHT SPOT
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ATTENTION. . .
Monday Night is University T- 
Shirt Night
Wear your school T-Shirt and 
receive special prices!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT IS 
LADIES’ NIGHT
Specials on Food and other Sur­
prises including Door Prizes such as 
Jewelry

Promotions and contests all week long 
FEA TURING: Star Search ’86 — the hottest 

contest to hit the Atlantic 
Region with the best of 
singers, actors comedians and dance couples.
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0^ MONDAY & TUESDAY ARE UNIVERSITY NIGHTS ^ 
WITH SPECIALS OF FOOD.*

5184 SACKVILLE STREET 
BELOW THE MISTY MOON
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ELECTIONS
COMMITTEE THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

WELCOMES YOU 
ALL SAINTS CATHEDRAL 

(Tower Rd. at University A ve.) 
Tel: 423-6002

Applications are being 
accepted for the Elections 
Committee of 1987. They can be 
picked up in Room 222 of the Dal 
SUB.

If you are interested and/or have 
any questions, contact Sandra Bell 
in Room 210.

SUN DA Y SER VICES:
8:00AM Holy Communion 
9:15AM Holy Communion 

(contemporary) 
11:00AM Holy Communion 

or morning prayer 
10:00AM Holy Communion 

first Sunday of 
the month.

7:00 PM Evensong

Students especially welcome 
l ime foi Students 
Every Sunday at 8 p.m.
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OPINION
only to students who have a 
genuine interest in pursuing 
careers in science. This does not 
necessarily preclude potential 
MD and DDS students, as some of 
them do go on to medical and 
dental research — hence the need 
for interviews. You may be inter­
ested to know that a survey of past 
holders of NSERC undergradu­
ate awards show that 80% have 
gone on to graduate work or 
careers related to research.

Mary Anne White is an Assist­
ant Professor in the chemistry 
Department.

Continued from page 7
The article quotes from the 

NSERC Scholarship Guide, 
"Students who are candidates for 
undergraduate professional 
degrees in the health sciences. . .

not eligible to hold these 
awards’’. Apparently this rule has 
been mis-understood. It is meant 
ot eliminate students who are cur­
rently registered in MD or DDS 
programs; it is not reasonable to 
preclude all applicants who 
might one day decide to do an MD 
or DDS. However, many studnts 
and faculty would prefer to make 
NSERC undergraduate awards

are

Rigorous research
Undaunted, Mr. Sheppard sur­

mised that the difference in the 
languages could only mean the 
origin of ‘Christmas’ occurred 
closer to home. He suggested the 
Beothuks as the probable fabri­
cators of the word. The group 

turned its considerable

By JOHN BLACKMORE

Before a precis of the paper 
concerning The Newfoundland 
Origin of the Word Christmas’, 
some background of the group 
involved is in order.

Originally, the money pro­
vided for this project was tied up 
in Transfer Payments from 
Ottawa. However, it was disco­
vered that Newfoundland had 
already received its share for the 
fiscal year of 1986. The cheque, 
though, had been signed and 
rather than waste the paper, it 
was sent through other channels. 
NSERC took responsibility for 
the endowment and contacted 
Memorial University of New­
foundland to find a deserving 
professor. Unfortunately, many 
were involved in some research or 
another, and the rest were haul­
ing lobster pots. Next, the voca­
tional schools were approached 
but most teachers already had 
their 10 weeks. At wit's end, 
NSERC turned the cheque over to 
the Nfld. government fora make- 
work project. The government, 
experts at spending federal dol­
lars, immediately targeted the 
funds for a tanning salon/ice­
rink complex in Nain, Labrador. 
The money was sent up north but 
because of a complication arising 
from NSERC’s involvement, it 
was stipulated it could only be 
spent on research. The only 
resource material in Nain was a 
Webster’s dictionary and as it was 
close to Christmas, the labourers 
in Labrador decided to investi­
gate the semantics of the word 
‘Christmas’ in a Newfoundland 
context.

The brick, mortar and sun­
lamps are still in Burgeo await­
ing shipment, but a European 
artist says for $50,000 he can turn 
it into a sculpture.

Originally, the group in Nain 
was stymied by the result that 
Christmas arose from the Old 
English ‘Cristes maesse'. How­
ever, the group leader, Maxwell 
Sheppard, pointed out that the 
Vikings had been to Newfound­
land before any ‘old English­
man’. thus the investigation 
turned to Iceland.

A phone survey was conducted 
throughout the island by the 
researchers and their wives, who 
became full-fledged members. 
Unfortunately, results were dis­
appointing, as no one spoke Ice­
landic. Larry Park, however, in 
one of the phone conversations 
attempted a few words of what he 
thought was Icelandic but 
tinglv proposed marriage to Ber- 
gotha Hoskuldsson. The happy 
couple are to be wed in the spring.

now
efforts to finding a Beothuk alive 
in the 11th century or barring 
fhat, one of their descendants. 
Once again, the group met with 
opposition, discovering that the 
native Indians were exterminated

-

in the 1800's. This caused Shep­
pard to cry cover-up, believing 
the Beothuks were killed to keep 
them quiet. Now the researchers 
worked with a vengence and 
events moved quickly.

Their accusation of scandal 
was heard by the Attorney Gen­
eral, who mobilized a Royal 
Commission. More money was 
forthcomming as long as the Lib­
erals were a part of the evil deed.

Amanda Nichols now assumes 
prominence in the investigation. 
She had read in the National 
Enquirer about a 97 year-old 
Aztec priest who could speak to 
the dead. The priest, Kuakala 
Arawah, was contacted and 
arrived in Labrador one week 
later, travelling by psychic matter 
transferral. Though no Indian 
burial sites were in the vicinity, 
Arawak assured the group he 
'could feel their psionic impres­
sions'. This gave the organizers 
confidence and let the priest 
begin his ritual.

Arawak went in to a deep trance 
on the 9th of November and broke 
from it again six days later. 
Cutlery as far away as Winnipeg 
is said to have bent in this effort.

Kuakala informed the anxious 
people that ‘Christmas’ is a cor­
ruption fo the Beothuk word 
‘Cougli-mip’ meaning “celebra­
tion of the depletion of the win­
ter’s stores". This was a time 
when the Indians could no longer 
afford the extravagance of the 
early winter months. The Eng­
lish heard of the word through 
unknown channels and thought 
it adequately described their 
financial state at the end of 12 
days of festivities. Later, the reli­
gious influence was felt, and as 
the Beothuks stored cod for the 
winter, it was an easy blurring of 
cod to god, to give the holiday its 
proper significance.

Mr. Sheppard is to receive an 
honorary doctorate from the 
Newfoundland College of 
Fishery Technology at the spring 
convocation. Plans for another 
project are underway but Shep­
pard is secretive, claiming 
"Nobel hopefuls don’t speak to 
the press.”
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