
TE MI88!ONARY OUT.LOOK.

bad had tramt a mothor and two graw n-up daugliters They
wero being oppressed by the busband and father, who ini an
opiumn rnoker and gambler. The mather aaked help ln
gettiug her daughters inta service, as sho wished thora ta
sarn money ta taire her back: te China. Thero was no desire
ta enter the Home, as thers wouid be no rnonsy i that.
We succeeded in gotting the eldest girl into a nice tsrnily,
but the second or third day the father tollowed and obliged
ber ta return home. Nothing ot importance occurred till
the hast wesk li Novernber, when the mother and tlireo
children came begging ta be taken li, as the father was
grawing mors abusive, thrsstning lite, sud planning ta Bell
the two eider girls. One day the eldest was i11 aud lying
dawn, s overheard a friend talkîng with the father sud
asking why he did not taire Ah Se (herseif) and Teai Lin ta
Portland or Sarn Franciscoand e.ell thent for $1,000 or $1,-
500 each, taire the money aud return ta China in hus aid
age 't Ah So told ber mother, and ssked, IlWhy dan't y. n
arrange marriages for us, takre the oustamary atnounts paid,
and go bacir youraeit ta China 1 " The mother is a woman
ot resolution, and determned ta tako the advice and outwit
ber husband sud his triends. Sa that when tbey carne ta
us aeeking shelter, it was not aniy that a bMunt knite and
savage threats had been uaed to ensure obedience but thes»
plans had ta be worked out. We saw their extrernity, as
well as heathen sellshues, snd aur apportunity. Mise
Leako ssid, if we give yoù shelter tilt your two daugliters
are ntarried, snd you get ready ta go back ta China witlî
your littie boy of five yeara and' nine.year-old daugliter,
you ouglit ta give us guardianship papers for your iittte girl
of soven. She gladly and at once asseuted. Mr. Gardner
accQmpanied Miss Leake, the mather, eldeat dsughter and
littie boy ta the lawyer's office, leaving Yuen Kei lin the
Home. Mr. Fell t.ook rnost careful affidavits, takiug the
trarnes and ages of ait ber chîdren. He asked, as aie had
dons, wby the daughters of eleven and tourtesîx were not
given tathefHome?< The mothor replied, "lThey have been
adopted by triends tin Obînatown. Tbey are kindly treated
and happy. 1 do not wisbh ta intertere witb them. Again,
if 1 should speair of suob a thing, it wouid deteat my awn
«scape." That could be easiiy understaod. While they
wero away, waiting friends became rnost arixiaus ieet the
father should diecover their absence and then thwart their
purpose. But lu a wondertuily short time the important
stops had beon taken, aud they returned ta their borne,
prarnising te corme finally on lhe 6th of December at 7 p.m.

Tbey were ponctuai. In the cover of darirnesa, 'witb a
haste that dangrer made imperativo, tbey came, in detacb.
montar, wlth their tbree trîends. Lust et ail, the mather and
the idol of ber heart appeared on the acens. Those wbo
witnesaed this incomlug will neyer torget the bunted lok
upon the faces ot ail. As soon as aeatod, the ntother's speut
norves gave way, aud fia wauder! Uer five chilîdren about
ber, and the assurances and kmnd acte of ber triends, sean
restared cali, but could not banish the wretcbed expression,
wbieh lasted for weeks, but which had graduall worn
away. Sho lookrs neai much fairer and younger, and the.
littis eues bave bast the shrinkiug, friglitenod mariner so
paînful ta ses at firat. Lt was at thle end of the first aseir,
<Jarrie ssid, IlMamnma, 1 se giad my week dons. 1 nat cross
once!"

The tamiby had nat been witb us many days betors a
strango Chinaman came ta ses if sometbing could not ho
dons for tho taurteen.year-old daugbtor, wbo was tretting
for ber mothor. Ho asked, "Las there no powerI" Ws
had many earneet conversations about it, but wero tald that,
iegaiiy, undor existing circumfitances, we couid fia nothing
uniosa the mani allowed us entranco ta bis bouse, sud she,
came willhngly. Finally Miss Leake took Ah Sa, thie eldest
sister, and went tlirough the narrow alloya and up the darir

stairs, knocked, and were bidden ta corne xi. Dick's wife
and Annie seemed pleased, and received them kindly.
Dick was warned, and soon carne home, but he cheerfully
consented that Annie should visit lier mother, on condition
she should return in the evening. We feit much had been
sccomplished, and a pleasant evening had been spent when
we barle lier gond night. We believed the mother and sis-
ters who were so glad ta see her, were persuading Annie
ta corne and live with us. Afterwards Dick told us the
father's clananien were very angry with hîm for aliawing
Annie ta corne at ail. While, granting permission for us ta
visit her, we were nat te corne often, or have many seç us,
for tsar of get ting hlm into trouble. Neyer atter could we
get the poor chiid ta express a wish to ses ber niother.
When aaked, she would reply, IlNo, no." Two or three
1R eeks ago, two of the (Jbins irierchants carne ta ses the
mot her, te tell her they were arranging a rnarriage for
Annie -not teassk her consent, as we supposed, leaving the
impression they were honorable men- but slrnply to get thel
exact day and heur of her birth, so that tbey rnight com-
pare it w#th that of the intended hridegror, and ascertain
if the signe were lucky or unlucky, according te Chinese
mythology. These proved favorable, and the influentiai.
clansmen, moved with compassion for the deserted tather,
left snt desolate in his old age, determined te do their best.
The intended bridegroom, thougli forty years oid, the husband
of two wives in China, anr opiuxm amoker and gambler, should
have this interesting girl of fourteen for $450. Her pre-
terences were net ta be considered for ane mnoment, Re îs
the book-keeper for one of the principal Chinese firmes. The
father consents, aud that is enough.- We were toid Annie
did nlot wish ta marry this aid mnan, she wished ta be Borne-
body'e first wife. The mother was warrying, she was nlot
willing this niarriage should take place. We tried again
ta get the chjld ta corne and une her mother, but no. Dick
carne, and seemsed ta reassure the mother, prornising nlot ta
give her te the father's ciansmen. We grew eu#piciaus of
Dick, we thought the miother was frettting ta sels ber
daughter. We heard preparations for the marriage were
going on, and we grew more burdened li spirit for her.
But we talked and talked wîthout seeing how we could
accornplish anything more than an earnest warning. The
lawyer told us that if we wished ta serve a writ, Dick
would be cornpelledt tea show ber to appear lu court, and lis
w, nld taire aur case for $25, whereas others would have ta
psy atlest $100. We faund by tis time that Dicirwould,
net shlow her ta camne ta the Home, because, when, thers
betore, as was porsuaded, rather coaxed, ta leave hlm.
The result of a iasuit would only bo for the magistrats
ta gzive the girl ber chorie, and we feared ber ignorance,
superstition and intimidation

Lt was decided teago boldly ta Dick's house and demsnd
that the mother should ses her child. There ws difficuity
li porsuading the mother ta go, sire had many fears.
Witbin hait an hour of the party gaing, Mr. Gardner faund
out that the mother had told Annie the firat and aniy even-
ing as was li the Honte, tiret she was not ta comne; tha.t if
at any future tinte shte, herseit, shouid ask, her ta do so, she
should understand the rnotber did it ta plas Mr. Gardner,
but sire ws nat ta cam* any way tramr Dicir.

Atr iearning thia, lie couid understand ber evasive
answers ta Mr. Chan's questions when he was pieading witli
ber ta go and talk with ber chid, and maire ber understand
why we were s0 axixu for lier. Then hs wus able ta draw
from her the. confession, sire wouid pretor Annie should
remain with Dicir tli he should find a husband for ber-
But if ho could nat protect her frrnt ber f ather's clansmen,
thon she wouid like te have hsr- in the Home. A day or
two atter, ws wore tld the. mother sud Dicir wore dernand-
ing $200 ot the purchase-money, upan rocsiPt Of whicb theY


