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he quitted the apartment, bearing the i
wretched womnan in his arms.

The scene had unnerved me. I sank
into a chair the moment they were
gone. 1 heard the soft rustling of silk 1
close bcside me, but did piot look Up.
A tinly hand was pushed into mine;
preseftlty-

'Barton," whispered a voice thatr
thrilled me as none other had thet
power to do, "I thought you stole ther
topaz. Can, you ever forgive me for c
the unjust suspicion?"t

Eloise was on the floor at my feet,C
sobbing pitifully. I stooped and kissed1
her.

"My darlingl" was ail that 1 could
say.

Wbile she clung to me, 1 tbought1
that flot for a thousand topazes wouldi
1 pass throu.gh such another experi-
unice as the Iast twenty-four hours had
held.

Mrs. Dacre was ilot seen hy any of
US agaihi that ";911t. When the next
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morning dawned, we found that she
had fled, and that Guy had gone with
her. Later in the day, a letter was put
into my hands. Here are the closing
lines:

C"ýI firmly believe, dear Barton, that
Clarice bas been more weak than culp-

able, and-I love her! She clings to
me like a child who has nobody else
to right its wrongs. I shall make ber
my wif e. Slie will get over her pen-
chant for you, by-and-by, and be al
that heart could wish. We shall neyer
come back to Fair Oaks. Tell Mr.
Richard so; and tell him, for bis dead
brother's sake, he must mot seek to
punish a woman who is punished suffi-
ciently already. May God bless and
prosper you, nîy brother, wbether we
meet again on this earth or not.

Guy Devonshire."
Cou-Id he be hýppy with a woman

who had deliberately imposed iapon us
ail to the very last? Perhaps God bad
wronght a change in berb eart, after
ail. I hoped it might be so.

R. L. RICHARDSON, Ex-M.P.
Author of the latet xcilipig Canadian Novel.

R. I.. Richardson, thie author of "The Camerons of Bruce," the fascinating new story of semi-

contempor îry Cauadian life, is a journal st of wide fainie in Canada, anid is flot unknown in the

United S ates. Foiorîder, editor and chief owiier of the Winnipeg Tribune, bis lie bas been that
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,,ai irt possible to one oif Mr. Rcardsan5* te-rperanient, and he was soon at variance wlth his

owi party. But ln or out of Parliament, he will always lue a stroîîg factor in the mmakiug of

tire XVest.
Mr. Richardsons present story, wiich starts ini the oint historie county of Bruce, Ont., aud

w hich i., carricd to the North-West, is replete with adventure, and presents a stirring picture of

1 ilii a:int h.î:f-breed life. The story j,, not the anale r's first contribution to Canadian fiction.

Il ,v lie c in i fndtitme to devate t,) bis literary wcrk i, the svonder of those wlîo are intimnately

itron,' with the bn'sI S fe which liei leads. A courple of years ago his flrst novel,- Colin of the

N rhi îcessiol,î ' w is pubilished, anîl this book is treasurent still in the homes of many growing

adi sek the inîspiratum tr success nnder difficulties, and by older ones who recognized

pcriîaps tire b picture o ol ad Ontario that has es-er beeu presented.
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