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- vated, has been . neglected ; bushes lzéave -growi up upon it, ‘and if
" in fust relapsing ito a stote of wilderess, -~ - o
~ Fronting on-the Snint John, and the {elt bank of the Tobique,
there is a very fine pivce of nlluvial laud] called the obique-Klat,
on which'a considerable quantity of hay is cut annually. The
grass tlig year has beeu sold for thirty Podnds, to » persou in tle
neighbourhood, who'sgreed to pay. i Cash, but subsequentiy: told
. the Tudjans that money. was udt to be-had, dnd they wust tuke
provisions, - This, -it appeared, was 2 costomary mode of dealing.
with the Indians; first to bargain with them for-Cash, at a very
{nedequate price, and the taking advantnge of their necessities,

"7 to palm off iuferior articles of provision, ut an exgrbifant ate, in,

/ payment. ¥ endenvoured to prevent it in this instance. by sending
8 written- notice to the purchaser, that he must pay in Cash;ye.
cording to his agréement, and aleo givind tlie Captain, at Tobigue,
un order in writing, not to deliver-puy portien of the grass or hay,
nutil he received paymient in money for which he would hereafter
aecount. - T ‘ :

They have no Chapel here,. but are exceedingly anxious to get

. one up, for which purpose. fhey have collected nearly sufficient

~ scantling, with about two thousand feet of boards, and 23 thousaud

.- shingles,. The ‘I'reasurer .has.l'en Pounds jn hand, collected by

subscription fopthe Chapel. The Rev. Antgine Gosselin comes

" to this place §wice in each year, for a short timle, from Madawaska.

“

‘He informed me subsequently thut he would visit the Tobigue
much_oftener, and remain longer, if there were a place built for
Pablic Worship., - . - o
- . There -has never heen - a School here, or the slightest attempt
. mage to educate the rising generation ; they dre growing up, much
they'might be supposed to do, if there were no civilized people
this Province. - - oL
/" In pasging up the River, I.found the front of thendian Reserve,
for about three milex above the Tobigue Rock, cleared and cultiv
“-vited. by rquatters, who have built houses and barus, mid appear
" to make themselves quite at ease. - They pay no rent,. acknowledge
- oo title; and from long impunity; have become very insolent and

¢ overbearing. Besides oceupying the lapd, they openly plunder the

forest in the vivinity, of the most valuable Timber, and dispose of
ity in the face of the Indimie, whom they will searcely allow to set
 foot upon the Jand, dind juvariably hunt oft like_wild beasts, if they
attempt to look after or preveat the tresphisses which are coustantly
committed, — : T o ‘
-+ As soon as the purpoze’ oy which T cmme was known, they drew
themselven up in lostile nrrily, -and wonld not communicate. Oue
.of  the Squatters, in answer to @n_engniry, told.e, that he hud
lived on the land twenty years; that he had heen several times

*" gued, sometimes“aken to Fredericrton and sometimes to Woodstock,
but béyond that, wothing had ever come of the suits ; and, he fup-.

- posed, could not-  That he would never take a lease of the land,
or pay rent, and if’ driven off, be would burn the huildings and de-
vastate the land. T el e

He told me that he came on the land in May, 1840 ; this year
“he hae put'up a house, auil gotin acvop.  He has takeu possession
of'a clay-bank, for the purpose.of commencing the mannfacture of

" brick; and also of a Mill Privilege, intending to sgt up a Ml forth.
with., I gave him a notive to desist and quit the Property, when

. he admitied that be eame there without any authority, nievely be:

" cause he saw many others do =0 with inpunity, and he thought he
also might as well have some benefit from the Indian Land.

“ While ranging the front of the Reserve, I discovered a quantity
of Scantling; (in atltwenty one'pieces,) cut and hauled to the bank
of the Saint John, réady to be tikew away. * T'his I seised, and di-
rected the Indians to yemove to the Village for security. 1 then

. .« went-ou to seize some Birch Timber, and wlile absent, the Tndians

- proceeded to gét away the Seantling.. The trespasser who had cut
_it, came with a party of en and attepupted a vescue. I returned
tmediately with: the party of Indisns who accompynied e, when

, “the other party withdrew, and the Scantling was brought off -and
- deposited at the. Village. e "
o Mr, ——"ndmitted to me that he 1id cut the Scantling without
leavey that a Crown Officer hind seized it, but told him that ke
might take it awuy on settling witly the Indians, which he had not

donel Much ‘angry feeling was displayed by Mr'—~— dnd. his|.

- party on this otcurion, and in inerd wantonness, they destroyed the
* ¢anoe of a poor Iudian who lauded at a Store on’ the. opposite side

- of the River to purchage goods. * N ] .

» Tt wagstated to e broadly by Mr. —— {hat it had s0 long been
the ciistom for every per<on to eut as'they plersed on Tndian Land,
that they considered it right and lawfit to do so, and if any olijec-

. tion were made (that is, if Jetected in the act or hefore the removal

. "of the Timber,) the payment of Stompagé wadeall right.

., Tlearned at the Tohique that a nomber of persons had cut Timher
an the Reserve daring.the past winter, and that Mr, “~— had been

. rent up to seize it, with instroctions to give it up to the several

* parties on their satizfying the Indians. Under this arrangemcnt
the Indians received the. trifling sum of eight pounds four shillings
aud: six pence, chiefly pnid in -provicions at enormous prices.

" e e Ut 3 guantity of Bireh Timber; whicli was seized ;

-+ he then promised to-pay the Indiang at the rate:of half-a-dollar for

, ench tree, but succeeded .in getting it away before payment;” and
row refuses to pay, ae do-others under like circamstances.

-1 found seven pieces of large Birch Timber just hauled out, which
I ecized, snd'1 desited him’ to let. it remain thére “until Turther

‘ ? . “,,;,u .
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arders; hiepromised that it should not be removed,  On'ing relurn, -
from Madawaska, 1 found that it had been cavried off. '
Fram all these cireomstineés, Hig Bxeelluncy. will at onee por.
ccive the wpropriety of allowing Fimber willilly cut o the Indian -
Reserve, to Le given up, wpon any terme.  The only mode of
stopping tliese gonstant tresparsed is o confiseate the Timber in all

adhered td, the wliolesate plunder.now going.on, witl he bronght to
an end, and the morals of the veighhourhood greatly improved,
The Timber seized from —— wi~ placed by the Tndians’ with
The seantling intended for their Chapel, and they beg to be allowed
to use it iw“that huilding. . L
The Iudiaus haviug &tated to me that the Mill erected on the
Tobique, at the mouth of the Little Pokiok, ‘was within the reny-
tine of their lanl. - T went up to the line, and found the Mills half.
a-mile within i, on the Reserve. On my vetorn to Fredericton,
1 made a carcful- exmmination of the Plang in the Ciown Lands!

1 Office, and found that hall the grant (including a valuable Mill

Privilege) is actually part of the Tndinn Land, .

Within the Tastfew years, a grant has passed of 550 acres of -
laid to the Parish Clurch for a Glebe, By the grant-plan, the
liud appears.to be hoonded on the one side’ by the lower, line of
the Reserve, and on the other by a lot granted to lenry Klerritr. -

Reeerve, and the line of Merrift's lot, were oné"diid the sute live;
and  cousequently no “vacancy between.
‘Crown Lands’, Office, 1 found that the mistoke had  arisen from
a Plan in‘that Office, exhibiting.a vacancy, and. thut such-Plan. -
was a Compilatinn made by the late Surveyor Generul Sproulel

A grait having passed the Great Seal; for land which daes not
exist, the parties iutergsted bave seized wpon the lower'end of the

lead to gerious difficnlty, the matter should be enquired inta-and .
adjusted speedily, ns an ‘uct of justive to all parties, - - ]

T was requested to areerfain the feelings of the Tndiang, with
respect to a lease of the Mill ‘Privilege at the foot of the ‘Tubique --
Norrows, Thesé Narrows eouunence about halt-aamile frouy the
woutli of the Tabigue ; _they are ahout thrie fonrths of a wile'in

and_ ngarly perpendicutar clifls of very good roofing Slate. Tn times
ot flood, these, Nurrows prosent a sevions'obstraction to the wivi.

T eation.of the River, & great volume of water “heimg foreed with

mned; violeuee through a ernoked and confined passage. -0 -,
My, ~—— proposes to ereet o Dam at.the foot of the Navrows,
whieh will flow haek the witer for soute distance, thus checking.

and safety af oll times. e alsooffers o constract a- Lock for
the puassage of hoats, and keep . opep o fish-way, to ailow the
thousands of Salmon which anipally Trequent this, their favorite
River, to pass.ap to the usual spawiing grovink; , RO
T bronght this matter hefore the Indians at Tobiqie, in full
Couneil, and found their sole’ ohjection tethe éstablisiment of
Saw Mills, at the Narrows, was this —that the Salmoun Fishesy,
on, which they now mainly depend for support during the smu-

‘mer senson, whuld therehy, coouer or luter, be attogether destroyed. |

The Indinn method of taking, the. Salmon, 18 ultogether by the,
Spear and toreh, aud it strack we that tl_le_v pr‘uzqd muock  more
higghly the dush and excitement of the sport iv taking the fish, than

"Tobigue, the day- was spent by the Tndians in almost listless idle-
ness ;. but go foon-as night fell, the tarch was lit, the Spear lli:t?d‘,
the .canoe launclied;, and all beeanic life, bustlg and activity. The
fporg vas pursued fhe whole night, and:day-light exhihilil heaps
of glittering Salmon on the bank, and the .l ndians languidly creep- .
ing off, to sléep away another day of total idleness, Co
The -destruction of ‘the Salmon ) :

the Indians to adopt more settled habits of industry, and pay. more
atteution ' to the -cultivation of. the soil than they do at present:

appears to me to bs, the demoralization of both sexes from their -
intereonrse with the I 4
establishments; particulurly in a remote distriet, - .

~1fa lease of the Miil Pri;_'ilege at the Narrows is granted to Mr..
——, 1 'heg to suggest the following terms:— .. AR

The pa_vtfzneut ogg fair and reasonablevent, aud (on public grounds)

an_ohligatioi to improve and facilitate the navigation of the River,
and' t6 maintain a cufficient Fishway. A small portion of 1:31111 .
only, should be leased with the Mill-Privilege, and no right or title
whatever given to tlie-quarries of roofing Slate, which I conceive to
be valugble, and shiould therefore be expresdly excepted. The uee
of nets below the Dam, a very common :}nd‘glestmcnve" pl;actipe,‘
should, be strietly prolibited, under pennlties.

Tudiay Settlement at the mouth of the Madawaska Rive)f,.\'vherq [

found only tweuty seven souls, . e
These Tudians oceupy. an exceedingly beautiful and very fertile

picce of ground, and their  crap appeared in a’ promising state..

neighbours ; each party finds half the seed ; the Frenchman sows,
reaps and, delivers them half the crop, as also half the grass’ from
their weadow, which he also cuts and mukes into hay. They sowed

this year ninety bushels of Wheat and Oats; aud thirty bushels of”
Potatoes, besides Peas, Beans and Flas, They have also "t‘iﬁy-‘

.

e

cakes, und when it is found thab this conrse is adopred and-rigidly *

On -examination of the land, I'found thit the lower line of the - ‘

Reserve, and claim to occupy it -under their grant,  Aq this may

length, the River for that distance heing hemmed in between fofty . -

the violence of the Stream, ‘aud rendering it vayigable with-eqse--

the profit arising from the ‘sale of them. During my stay at the -

Fishery woold. perhajs:indnee. '

The greatest objection to the erection of Saw Mills in their vieinity,

loose characters too - often found about such °.

~ Yrom the Tobique I proceeded to Madawaska, -and visited the .

They cultivate the land upon - shares with one of “their French

Oun enquiry "at -the - -
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