
MEDICAL SCIENCE

INDEX 0F PROGRESS

MEDICINE.

A Pecullar Outbreak of Febrile Disease.

orIe'CP'î, 0LAS.GOW.

On the evening of Friday, 2n1d March, a boy,
aged 1 5, anr lumiiate of St. M\.ary's Romnan Catholic
Indlustriai School for Boys, Abercromiby Street,
GJlasgow, coumplaiined of hecadache, aid îi'as sent to
I)edin lu is dormiitory. Next niiorning hie rose with
the other boys and mnade his bed, but being ob-
served to be ver), unsteady on his legs %v'as sent to
the sick-room, %viere hie cied at 8 a.nii. On 3rd
March ýanother boy,, aged 14, complained of head-

lu the wva) of obtainiing the fiacts ivere great, and
wvere but partially c-,-ercome. TIhle arrangements
for treating the sick are ver)' defective. No records
aire kept of the history, syniptonis, and treatniient
of patients. 'l'lie mecagre facts given as to the 4
cases of sudden death were got froni casual observ-
ers, oui)'ilu one case supplemnented. by miedical ob-
serv'ation. The children arc very duil and stupidi,
aud practicail)' contributed nothing to the subject-
ive informiation. On the afterrnoon of the Sth
March two trained nurses were got froni the Glas-
gow Sick Poor and Private Nursing Association,
one or other of w'honi îvas aihvays on duty and took
temperatures and made short notes of symptomis.
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treatmlent. On the 5 11, at i a.m., lie becanie very the Sth mieans more probably ail who took ili
* clirious, and hiad to be hieid dowin in his bed. Hle along with the fatal cases, and w'ere at that date

wvas chioroformed, and an einma of 20 gra2inIs Of found Mi. The numnbers given afterwvards are Iîow-
broideof otasim aminsteed. At3 a.m.- ever correctly assigned. The more severe cases,

* the convulsive niovemients ceased, and hie seemied ln which the temperature wvas about 1000 at the
to rail into a niaturai sieep, but suink and ciied at 4 outset, inciuding 1 2 of those found ili whien the
a.ni. At 5 P.11. ou1 the ythi another boy, aged iî, outbreak w~as reported, wvere transferrcd to Beivi-
reported hiiself iii, having vomnited. shortly before, dere, wvhere careful notes wvere taken by Dr. W. W.
and wvas sent to bed iii his dormnitory. 'lhle super- Christie.
i.tendent's wife fouind hlmii asleep at 6 p.mi. A Sumingii up the resuits of this investigation, we
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boy sent îvith tea couid ilot rouse Iimii, and hie died find that the St. ïHary's Industrial Schiools are situ-
comatose at 8 p.m. On the morning of the Sth, ateci in a densely popuiated. district of the City
îw'hen the occupants of the middle dor-mitory were that they, are enciosed by.surrouniding tenemients and
being wakcened a fourth boy, aged 14, was fouiid other large buildings, aiong w'ith a graveyard wvhich
to be uncouscious, and by a quarter past 6 hie %vas wvas in 1875 described as " greatiy overcroîvded
dead. Only the second of these four boys had been wvith. bodies, and kept in a state of rank disorder,>'

see b' heMedical Officer of the Institution. iuihc aesnebe interred 5 77 bodies that

These iwystcrious eveuts, and the fact that 19 the free space attacheû Co both, and available for
other lumiates îvere more or iess iii, icd imi to re- exercise is smiall ;that the internai air-space in botiî
port the outbreak at the Sanitary Office on the is deficient ; that the imrnates are chiidren between
morniing of the Sth M\,archi and i-2 of the more r; an d 15 years of age, who are the w'aifs of a large
serious cases were lu the afternoon tr-ansferred to a city, 'veak lu constitution, tainted with a proclivity
sel)arate îvard in the Fever HospitaiJ, I3eividere. to, scrofulous diseases, and generally of low vitality

On the 9th, 14 niew cases occurred ; on the ioth, that the death-rate is in bothi higher than that ofI
5 ; Il th, S ; 1t,2 bosadtwo gil. 'hese other Industrial Schools which receive the saine
were the oîîiy iiumiates of the G-irls' Departmneut class of Glasgowv children, and higher than that of
wvho wvere seized. They, w'ere emloyed lu the clhildren of the samne age living in the iowest dis-
kitchen lu w'hich the food for both departîn--ents trict of Glasgow ;that the proportion of the total
was peae.deathis caused by pulmonary diseases is enormnous,jBefore proceeding to give a short statemient of ai-d higher than amnong children of the saine age lu
the chief clinical and pathologic-il features of this the îvorst district of Glasgow ; that,' in the words of
dîse'ise.it is ouiy right to remark that the difficulties the Governmnentlnspector, "coutaglous orinfectious
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