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part of the earth, over the xnighty Irrawaddy. Nine jealous brothers,
determined, ont of envy, te frustrate the work, came one day and said te
him, IlYour ruother is dcad." This did not greatly trouble him, as he
thouglit it easy te find a stepmothcr. After some time tlie brothers re-
turned, saying, IlYour fathcr is dcad." Thiis caused lîim grcat sorrew ;
bis heart was filled with angcr, aud ho cruslied in his wrathi an adjacent
inouutain, after which ho abaudoned Ilis work aud retîîrned home. Noiw
hoe discovered tliat ho had been greatly deccived, and the subject of a uiost
perfidioîîs tre-aclîery. In order te take revenge on the nine brcthren, their
relatives snd humauity ini generai, witlî whicli lie was now displeased, ho
caused a great flood te overflow the whvlole carth, snd iiinec te extin-
guish cvery form of life. Two orplîans cscapcd, howevcr, in a great oval-
shaped drin. They took aleng with theni nine cocks and -nine iron
needlies. A needie 'vas dropped for cach passing day, and on the ninth
day they ]îeard the last one ring against thc Stoues. Thc Iast cool- aise
crowed, and tIns they knew that the carth was dry. Onîe of these orphans
some time after this great catastrophe wss killed and eaten by a furieus
Nat called Chitoug. Thc other inarricd. a beiug haif N at anad haif mnan
by the naine of Ningeut. A clîild was born te tlîis pair, wlîich Chitong
killed ivwhen ifs mnother -%vs absent frein home, and preparcd its liver for
her te cat. Thc bedy itself hc chopped iute smiall pieces and scatteredi
t'hem over an adjoining filU. Frem this, Ilseed" a new race sprangt f orth,
in evcrything lie the antediltivian ene, aud is row inhiabiting the world1.

(c) Tie lest book. A third tradition deserving attention is the folloiv-
ina. After thie world %vas set in order and the different races were settlecd
iu their respective homes, Niuggawn-wa, at a great fe-ast, met witli repre-
sentatives frein tuie cluief and most powerful surrounding tribes. At tiie
close of the fcast thiey ail aslccd him te becomne their ruler. This hc re-
fused, but gave toecd of tleie a book. To the Cliinese lie gaeabook
of paper; the Burmians received a b)oolc of palm-leaves, aud tiie Xacllin
book was mnade of parclîient. On the way home the one wlio had re-
-ceived thc Kachin book prcpared it as food and ate it. (Some Kiacins
assign as the cause for fils tlînt the man was liingry and lîad nothing cisc
te est ; otiiers, Nvlich 1 think zarc more nunierous, give no reason what-
soevcr.) Since tlion tIe KÇachins have had ne book, but thc great Nat
priests aud prefessional story-tellers can by a kind of inspiration relate its
contents. Tlîis 15 always done at tlîcir greatfatwîn ttlstîc
nigîhts and days to relîcarse it ail. It contains the only anthieîtic recordls
kuiowni rezardiug ecation, the flood, the différent lîîîîn races--, thc origin
of the Nats, aud thecir -%vork and worsbip.

A number of narratives in thc saint vein coula bc given, but thc above
may suffice te give a geixeral idea of their contents. It would bo interest-
iug to know soînetbincg abouît the sourcesq froui whiich the-se sbalinw stresîns
bave licou fiowing.

Ideas of a Stiprc czi So writers have beeni anxious to provo
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