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ministers ought to petition for the observance of the Sabbath, as citizens,
and that even as munisters it is their duty * to enlighten the people them.
selvee, and 10 stimulate them to use all constitutional means to obtain
their civil tights which have a 1ehigous aspect.””  Now this really docs
appesr to be giving up the whole question. 1€ it be consistent for mem-
bers of Synod * as nunieters of religion and members of civil sociery” to
urge their people to peution the Legislature agamnst the deeecration of
the Sebbath; how can it be wrong tv eatend the very ton e prnciple to
the Synod fteeif 1 Sutely, what a man may dv, not only 8y a enizen, but
sy a Christian and & mimster, it is peifectly nght for the Synud 10 ate
tempt.  But what 1s meant i tlic reasons of disent, by the phrase,  cone
stitutional means” 1 It cannut mean the right to petition, as that is the
very course disseated fiom , and it is certasnly a3 inconsisteat with volune
taryism for 8 Christian and & munister to ask the Leguslature to go bee
yond #ts province, as it would be for the Synod.  Neuher can it mean to
enlighten the people themselves ; for this is caretully distinguished from
stimulating them to use all constilunonal nicans * to obtain their civil
tigate which have a religious aspect.”  Surely, auch an important subject
ought aot 10 have been weapped in duubtful phrascology.

Thete sppears to us to be a good deal of confusion of thought in the
teasons of dissent ; and, therefore, they do no* secm very consstent with
themaelves, The first reason of dissent is not 20 much framed against
the faet of pcutiomng the Legislature, as agninst the kind of petition
that ought to be presented ; for it admits that * the object desired in the
petition isa thing, which, in our il capacity, we are entitled to de-
mand from the Governinent of our country.” 1f the parucular kind of

petition, then, p d for deration, be objectionable, why not
do not

been made to it of 500 Bibles for the use of echools. In Belgium, Hol.
Isnd and the norihern parts of Germany, Mr. ‘Tidd7 fssued 85,534, irres-
peetive of 15,936 forwarded to diffetent scielies or agencies; and there
have been sent from this country, for the depdts at Bruseels and Cologue,
2133 Bibles, and 2,520 1 cxcaments, in Engiish, French, Germun, &
geanfyg report has been received from +he Sociery’s agent in Germany,
De Punkerson, whose 1ssues amounted 1o ueurly 71,000, °I'he 1ssues fiom
the eleven deplts in Switzerland, by Licut. Gragidon, have been nenth
1,000 copes imote than [ust year, amousung 10 608, in return for whic
he receved and remitted 7864 trance, “I'lie Geneva commitiee have
dieposed of 3594 copres, from Navember, 184%, 10 the end of December,
1830, Iu Tty the watk of the Society has veen chielly confined to the
northern pasts, more expecially to Pieduont and Lombatdy. At Milan,
the auth moic esp 1y the mibnaey auth 8, have allowed the
introduction of the Scnptures, and 8914 copies have been disposed of,
prncipally through the bovkeellers  “Ihis eliited an oddiess of © “The
Bustiops of the Ecclesnsnical fionince of Lowmbardy, assembted in Special
Cunference at Milan,” wlich deplored the success of the Society, and
 warned the falthful agamst the wily macliuations of the encmies of the
faith.”  Notwihstanding this, 11,251 copics of the Scriptures have been
dleposed of 10 Lombardy and the Santiman terntortes, G300 of the
liahan version have been put 1o pres, and 20,047 sent 1o lialy, ‘The
report fnther stated, that 3,642 copies of the lalian New Testament,
printed in behall of the Xocicty at Rome, have passed nto the hiands of
the Papal Guvernment, who have patd back the full amount of their cogt,
Mr. Elsner, of Berlin, whose distribution amongst she troops of Prucsia
has now amounted 10 above 335,000 cupies, received supphes lay year of
2,600 cupies. The agency at Stockholm have jssued 50,667, and ot
Chiristina, G876 copies  “T'he Schleswig-Holstein Bible Suciely repotia
an jssue of 6,570 Bibles and Testamentsin two years,in the two Duchies,
The St, Petersburg agency’s isene last year was 97,033; and Mr. Mel.
ville, of Odesen, fsguen 5,652 copies.  From the depdt at Malu, 12,655
copies have been fesued, and from the depbt at Athens, 1,338  ‘I'he
Scriptures are now printed i one volume in modern Greck, and the New
'rl:m-megl 18 given frcely to the echools. The fssurs from Smyrna and

propose another, based on different principles? The d
surely intend to affiem that & munister moy petition as a minister, and
that his people may petition as Chnstians; but that & Presbytery, or a
Syauvd cannot penition as such; there beingno mote inconsictency in the
one case than in the other,  Were the privilege of ¢ assembling ourselves
together on the first day of the week ™ intesfered with, would it be ine
competent for the Synod to petition for its restoration, on the ground that
itis & “civil right which has o religious aepect™ 1 We hardly think that
the dissentients would mamntain such a principte ; and yet the season that
appeats to them so conclusive in the one case, ought (o be equally so in
the other, The truth is, that in Scotland, a few years ago, a similar
obgection was urged against penuomng Parhament in favor of shutting
the Pust Office on the Lord's Day To evade the objection, many petis
tions were framed on purely civil considerations, as many Scntch volun-
taries objected not agaiust the fact cf petitioning, but against the kind of
petitions that were presented. [t was ultimately felt, however, that jt
was taking far too low ground to advocate the obrervance of the Sabbath
a9 a mere civil and social institution—to demand it as a political privis
lege~—and now almost all pennons are founded on the fact that the Sab.
bath was made for man as a race—and that jts due observance is closely
buund up with the temporal and #piritual prosperity of a nation. Perhaps,
the United Presbytenan Synod of Canrda inight have petitioned for the
due observance of the Sabbath, viewed solely as a civil insutution, but
from the unanimity of sentiment that pervaded the Synod, it would soon
have been felt that the only true ground on which its observance could be
urged is the express command of God, “ Remember the Sabbath Day to
keep it holy.” Bema.

RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES.
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BISLE SOCIETY.

From the Chyistion Times.

The annual meetiug of the Brtish aud Foreign Bible Society was held
in the large toom. Exeter Hall, ou May Tth,

The Secretaries read the Report, which commenced by deploriog the
Josses which have been expenienced in the official departmeat of the
Suclety, and which succeeded each other in rapid~uceeasion.  Mr. Cockle,
the Depositary, died towards the end of October Iait; before the close of
D ber, the Clerical S ys the Rev. A Brand, was 8150 num.
bered with the dead, and within & few weeks, he was followed by the
lameated President, Lord Bexley.

FOREIGN OPERATIONS.

In reference to foreign operatione, the repost stated that M. de Pres.
sensé issued during the lust year 109.210 copies; the French and Foreign
Bible Society, afier deducting 15,000 copies eold to the Briush Society,

<52,849; the Protestaht Bible Sceiety of Parie, 6,535, azd a graot kas

le have been 10325 copien, A firman has just been fssued
by the Sultan, granting enlarged protection to Protestants in Tutkey,
‘The circulation of the Auxitiary nt Caleutta was 29892  Tle revised
translation of the New ‘Testament into Chinese was brought to a close on
the 2ith of July last; and the committee regret to say, that the conirae
versy as to the terns « God " and * Rpirit” aull continues.  To the
London Missionary Society,a grant has been made of £250 owards
prinung an cdition of the new vession at Hung-Kong —the blanks left by
the translators for * God* and * Spirit” being filled up by the nanve
terms * Shangh* and #Shin”  To the Church Missionary Society, s
tender of £250 was tmade fur the same purpose, on the application of some
of the missivnatics, who proposed to employ the terms * Shin” and
* Ling) but it has not yet been sccepted,

LONESTIC.

Afier mentioning the acceprance of the Peesidency by Lord Ashley, the
sppuntment of the Rev Joha Collinzon, Vicar of Swinbourne, as Clerical
Sectetary, and of Mr. Franklin as Depositary, the report proceeded to
speak of the funds of the Sociery. ‘The entice receipts of the year ending
March 3tst, 1451, ainvunted 1o £103330 24, 8d., being an increase of
£11395 103 14, an thuse of last year,  The receipts applicable 1o the
geaeral pueposes of the society, amounung 10 §3,395 7s. 1., including
£33896 V3, 104, free conrributions from auxihary Sucieties. The atnouat
received for Bibles and Testaments was £49.534 146, 104, The ineves
of the society for the year are a3 follows.—From the depbt at home,
88.073 ; from depbrs ahroad, 3195445 tota), 1,136617. The tonal
issues of the society now amount to 24247.667 copies. The expenditure
during the pasi year has amounted to £103,543 10s 10d., being £6,197
84, 10d., over the previous year, The suciety is under engagements to
the extent of £01,552 2. The repozt wenton to state, that the adoption
ot the systemn of colporternge had met with great succees in Manchester
and Liverpool, where a single Colporteur dispored of 7,029 copies in the
course of last year, The fund of £5000 whick had been set apart for
the supply of recently-formed Sunday and duy-rchools, having become
exhausted, a further sum of £1,00 + has been applied 1o the same purpose.
During the year, 12,265 Bibles and Tesiaments have been granted to the
echools from that fund.  The following grants have also been made:—
To the Menhant Seaman’s Bible Soci 10,947 copies of Bibles and
Tesmaments; to em'grants and convicts ; to the London City Mission,
7,525 copies, the greater part of which ase intended to be placed in the
hands of missionaries fur loan stack ; to the London Saciety for prometing
Chrisnanity among the Jews. for distribution on the Continent, 75 English
Bibles and "Testamente, 500 Hebrew and German Pentateuchs, 400 Ger-
man Bibles and Testaments, and 100 Dutch Biblea; to the Manchester
Town Misaion, 100 English Testaments and Psalms, as loan stock ; 400
Bibles to the Suaday-school Univn; to the Glasgow Auxiliary, 226
Bibles and T 10 vatious | ges; to d in Scot-
land, 200 Gaelic Bibles and Testaments, and B4 Englhsh  The jaates of
the Hibernian Bible Society during the past year amointed to 103,138
copies To the Sunday.rchool Society have been granted 34,000 copies,
of which 15010 were Bibles, and 19,000 Testaments; to the Ladies®
Hibernian School Society, 505 Bibles; 1o the Edioburgh lrish Mission,
100 Insh Testaments ; and 10 the Irish Trinitarian Bible Society, chiefly
for disiribution among emigraats, SUQ Bibles and 300 Testamenrs. The
report prcceeded to tiute, thet iz the Grear Exhibition, the Committee




