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IION. FREDRICK DOUGLAS.

This distinguished orator has a history 
with which most of us are acquainted, 
but be is also the representative of great 
changes to an extent which may scarcely 
occur to our readers. His book has long 
been before the public,—a volume worthy 
to occupy in America some such place as 
Kossuth’s in the old world. Eloquence in 
its most sterling phrases has issued from 
his lips and pen. Nature has endowed 
him with gilts which she denies to men o1 
royal blood. How he inherits them, is a 
question for physiologists ; but the extra­
ordinary fact that he rose from indigence 
and obscurity to fame and comparative 
affluence, in the face of strongly opposing 
prejudices and midst diverse social disabili­
ties, is generally accepted in evidence of his 
mental and moral superiority. The transi­
tion with him has been comparatively rapid. 
This is notably a feature of our lives and 
institutions in the new world, but a moments 
consideration of a few particulars will 
serve to bring out the fact in his history 
more clearly.

When Fredrick Douglas came into pub­
lic life one of the principal questions which 
employed the talents oi American states­
men was,—What shall we do with our 
surplus revenue? The country had grown 
up to maturity without any of the costly 
concomitants which at once distinguished 
and impoverished the nations of Europe. 
Without either Army or Fleet it promised 
to show the world a republic of the genuine 
kind, w*»ose surplus wealth should be ex­
pended for the benefit of the people. After 
a brief interval we find Americans rather 
inclined to boast that their national debt is 
counted by thousands ol millions. What 
Britain accomplished through several cen­
turies, the United States reached at a single 
stride. To-day there are formidable forts in 
every principal harbour ; powerful ships o* 
war ploughing the seas or rotting in the 
docks ; and there is a standing army at least 
of such dimensions as to form the nucleus 
of a national guai J. How the nation's lia­
bilities are to he kept within the bounds of 
solvency, is now seriously agitating a por­
tion of the American press.

When Mr. Douglas first looked out upon 
the world, the distinction between the two 
races of the United States was universal 
and complete. He attained to manhood 
having no hope,— if even the idea ever oc­
curred to him—of seeing the coloured race 
emancipated. His first utterances in the 
use of that eloquence which has always 
distinguished him, were drowned in a tor­
rent of invective. That society should 
yield its claims or bend its inclinations, 
after Providence had sealed the condition 
of mankind to the extent of placing four 
millions in subjection to forty, seemed too 
ridiculous. Mr. Douglas worked and 
waited. The thunder of artillery followed 
the suppressed eloquence of patriots, and 
discussion waxed waimer and louder day by 
day. How the four millions changed their 
relation to the other forty, most of them 
never knew ; but they found themselves 
revelling in a freedom which seemed to 
have been brought about by miracle.

It is in his own condition and character, 
however, that the crowing transformation 
is to be observed. Honoured by the mul­
titude, feted by the leading men in society, 
looked up to as a sage and one of nature’s 
noblemen, he can yet look back over a brief 

. life to an early vassalage and misery, wnose 
memories must often fill him with wonder. 
America has atoned for her indignities to 
the race from which Douglas sprang. She 
takes by the- band to-day the man whom 
she once despised,—listens enraptured to 
him whom she once laughed to scorn.

What has brought all this to pass? The 
natural results of our superior civilization, 
this? No, indeed ! Civilisation has never 
of itself frowned upon slavery. The South 
boasted of its refinement. The force of 
public opinion ? Jn part, perhaps. But 
that opinion was itself formed and directed 
by agents not always visible in the contest, 
—sometimes denied altogether. A vital 
gospel, influencing men's minds, and a 
divine Providence, shaping men’s destinies, 
—these have been at work, and, whether 
praised or not, our God is the God and 
friend of Fredrick Douglas.

will therefore remember that the Provincial 
Wesleyan is really furnished to subscribers et ’ 
$1,80 a year, that ie we pay for our subscri­
bers into the post office 2l) cents each per 
annum. They are also spared the worry of 
quarterly taxes on their Papers at home

8. A* to the poet office. Prepayment 
raves the post office department a great deal 
of trouble. Accounts must be made out. cor­
respondence conducted and money transmit! 
ed between outlying post offices which collect 
taxes and the central department. We save 
them our share of this trouble. We pay 
them $500 instead of requiring them to col­
lect it. Besides, one third or at last one- 
fourth of the postal-tax on newspapers thus 
levied it loti to the department thorough 
inability of post masters to collect. ^ e P* 
in full. Yet tho post office of Halifax 
cooly turns upon us with a notice that we are 
prohibited from inserting their advertise­
ments ! We never did appropriate their ad 

vertisements without direct authority, yet 
some of the bills for the author zed advertise­
ments are still unpaid.

A Strange case has been before the 
courts in Portland, St. John. A young 
woman avers that she was attacked and 
ill treated to a frightful extent by a young 
man armed with a three-bladed knife. Her 
story seemed so candid that au arrest was 
made and the accused party tried for the 
offence. The particulars are singularly 
like a case whiph came to the notice of the 
public in this vicinity some months ago, 
The sequel in this instance has been in­
sanity ou the part of the young woman, 
and there may be truth in the defence set up 
by the defendant in St John, namely, that 
the accuser is under the influence of some 
mental disturbance. It is a strange hallu­
cination, that of imagining one's self the 
victim of a wicked scheme and the injured 
subject of recent villainy ; but such notions 
have led sometimes to results very curious 
and often painful. Still, the St. John 
affair may be more real than imaginary, 
and if so ought to be very severely pun­
ished.

dttutpn&tutt.

January 8th, 1874.—Postage.—We 
have this day paid for all the Papers sent 
to subscribers trom our office for the 
Quarter ending 31st Dec. 1873. The 
amount for the year is in the vicinity of 
$500. We have a lew words to say upon 
this subject.

1. As to the Tax itself. The Tax on 
Newspapers is a g..at injustice to the 
people. It is virtually a tax upon the 
nation’s thirst for knowledge. If Publishers 
who pay for their subscribers bad lh^ 
amount to expend upon their publications, 
they would certainly improve them to that ex­
tent. We are compelled to withold from our 
reader* five hundred dollars worth of infor­
mation, because we are taxed with that amount 
»X. a. In other words had we $500 to 
expend additional upon our paper, we oould 
enlarge and improve it, employing more help 
in making it interesting. Luxuries should be 
taxed, but knowledge—never ! We hope 
soon to see this obnoxious tariff removed.

2. As to our subscribers. Ws are the only 
office publishing a religions paper in Halifax 
which prepays for its subscribers. The others 
pay only for those going out of the Domi 
■ion, which the law requires. Our readers good times.

How news Gains nr Travel —Some 
months ago an interesting communication from 
Lunenburg revealed to readers of this paper 
the existence of a man who had seen and 
beard John Wesley. The intelligence has 
gone the rounds of the methodist press, even 
to California and Australia. Since then it 
has been coming to the surface in new forms. 
Recently it appeared in Canada as “ the intro­
ductory note to an autobiographical scrap by 
Rev. J. M. C. Fulton,” in which shape the 
New York Advocate reproduces it. There is 
no saying where it may rest finally.

Mr. Editor,—
Permit me to announce to the readers of 

the Wesleyan that any who are desirous 
of doing good, by the distribution of Tracts, 
may obtain a supply of those of the Reli­
gious Tract Society of London by making 
application, personally or by letter, at the 
Depository of the British American Book 
and Tract Society. They will be given 
without charge, except for postage when 
sent to the country, which must be pre­
paid, at the rate of one cent for every two 
ounces, or twenty-five cents for one dollar 
and fifty cents worth of Tracts. If more 
Tracts are needed, money for postage can 
be sent at the above rate.

God's people have been praying for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on families 
and Churches. Let us connect labour with 
our prayers, in the use ol this and other 
authorised means, that souls may be awak­
ened and led to Chtist.

Address A. McBEAN, Secretary,
133 Granville Street, Halilax.

CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP IN 
NEW Y'ORK CHURCHES.

What singing ! What a flood of song ! 
was the first thought in the opening service 
of Plymouth Church. The organ, the 
choir and the great congregation all blend­
ing into full, triumphant harmony. There 
was not the linked sweetness, delicate ca­
dence and artistic rendering one has some­
times heard from a quartette choir, but wor­
ship, congregational song. The music was 
sufficiently e.levated to meet the require­
ments of the most fastidious taste, and 
with the science of song there were thrill 
and power, and life and holy joy in the 
ascription of praise.

The power of congregational soug was 
still more manifest on the following Sab­
bath in the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
when Morley Punshon preached to a splen­
did congregation, and the singing was led 
by Philip Phillips, the author of Hallowed 
Songs. Even more than the unrivalled 
strain of sacred oratory, and the burning, 
impassioned eloquence,which enchanted and 
moved the great audience, the hymns of 
praise and songs of hallowed joy touched 
the heart, brought tears to the eyes, and 
became a treasured heaveuly presence.

In one of the week days, between these 
Sabbaths alluded to, came Ascension Day. 
There was to be special service in Trinity 
Church, for which elaborate musical prepar­
ation was made. The Broadway Church 
corporation is said to be very wealthy. 
Trinity is the noblest Gothic erection ou 
this Continent. It is the only ecclesiastical 
edifice on the Western side of the Atlantic 

which one has the consciousness of a 
spell, as if the centuries were rolling past, 
while walking through its venerable 
aisles :—

Cirruit gnttlligwr.
Pownall, P. E. I.—I am sure that you 

and your numerous readers will be pleased 
to learn that we are at Vernon River, in 
the midst of a very gracious revival of re­
ligion. Several bave already been justified 
by faith, and consequently have peace with 
God through our Lord Jeens Christ. Our 
communion rail is not sufficiently large to ac­
commodate the numerous seekers that night 
after night, present themselves for prayer. 
The work began in the ordinary services, 
and has all along been remarkable for the 
absence of excitement, and foy the deep so­
lemnity that pervades the services. 1 am 
just now endeavoring to carry into effect 
the valuable suggestions made by the Pre­
sident in his letter to the Conference, and 
hope to reap increased gracious results. We 
have not been cheered so far with any min­
isterial help beyond that which the circuit 
supply affords. 41 The best ot all is God is 
with us.” Hoping to furnish you further 
information as this blessed work proceeds. 

\ I am yours truly,
\ Wesley Coi.pitts

Havelock, N. B.— Rev. E. Mills writes 
Jan. C : We are in the midst of a glorious 
revival of religion on this circuit. Many 
have been converted, and many more are 
seeking May it continue

The friends of Wm. Hayward, Esq., of 
Canaan, will regret to know that he is yet 
very low We fear that the severe blow 
which he received a few weeks ago, result­
ing in the loss of so much blood, will prove 
fatal. May he be spared. Bro. H. is our 
circuit steward.

Wallace.—The first Sunday in the year 
was a blessed day in our Church at this 

Several were received into the 
in public service. The Sunday 

working up well, and Mr. Was­
hing year is signalized by special

village.
Church 
School 
son
blessing

Amherst.—Watch-night service was well 
attended, and the occasion -one of great in­
terest. There are hopes of blessing and 
indications that it is not withheld even 
now. ^

St. James, N. B.—Although most of the 
men are away in the woods, the services 
are well attended, and many of the meet­
ings are pervaded with a spirit of deep 
seriousness. Much expectation prevails of 
good durii^ the winter mouths.

Avondale.—There are drops of bless­
ing. Great expectations are cherished of 
a plentiluh shower. May it very soon de­
scend. \A

.St. Stephen, N. B.—Rev. J. A Clarke 
A. M., Lae, been and continues in ill 
health. We sincerely hope and prsy for 
hie speedy recovery- Even a brief cessa­
tion of work is missed in the Lords’* 
cause, especially from good men and true.

Salisbury.—The union meetings, held 
alternately in the Methodist and Baptist 
Churches, have been very gracious seasons. 
Rev. G. W. Fisher writes hopefully of

“ With antique pillars, massy roof.
And storied window-, richly (light,
Casting their dim religions light

a feeling well understood by those who 
have visited the grand old Cathedrals ol 
Europe.

That ascension service was conducted with 
consummate skill. There was all the pomp 
and parade of ritualistic service and all the 
magnificence that sense or œ-theticand oper­
atic taste could demand. But to the simple 
worshipper, drawing near to God in spirit 
and in truth, it was petrifying. Elaborate 
performance was substituted lor devotion. 
There was nothing to move the heart, to 
fill the vision of faith, or to lift the soul up 
to God. Only one thing in that whole ser­
vice seemed to meet the case, the text of the 
Rector, Dr. Dix, “ Why seek ye the living 
among the dead /”

If churches only understood the full 
power of congregational song, they would 
never allow it to die out, or to be superse­
ded in their services. Such worship in the 
earthly service is the prelude of a nobler, 
sweeter strain which amid the - splendours 
of eternity,

" The choir where seraph minstrels g'ow.’1 
shall, as the ages roll on, before the 
throne of God and the Lamb, sweep into 
richer, deeper chorus—the Hallelujah Cho­
rus of the ransomed church.

I rhaps this,brief reference lo worship 
in . et York Churches, ought not to close 
without some reference to the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle of which Dewitt Talmage is 
Pastor. Here was not even a choir, but a 
powerful organ, formerly of the Coliseum of 
Boston, since destroyed by fire. There 
were no Psalms, as one might have expect­
ed in a Presbyterian Church, but hymns of 
the heart such as

In comparing the early days of Metho­
dism with those of recent date, it ie at oooe 
seen, that her progress is more rapid of late 
than it was in former times. Take for il­
lustration P. E. Island. It is now about 
ninety years since the Rev. Wm. Black 
paid his first visit to this island. Occas­
ional visits from other preachers were made 
until 1807, when the first missionary (Mr. 
Bulpit) was sent to reside among the peo­
ple. Twenty years after that (1827), we 
find that there were on the whole island three 
preachers, and 234 members in society 
In 1847 there were still only three preachers 
with a membership of 700. Ten years 
later (1857). there were five preachers ih 
the effective work and one supernumerary, 
with 885 in society. Thirteen years after­
wards, 1873, we find a membership of 1,- 
074, in ten circuits employing thirteen men 
in the effective ministry, and two supernu 
meraries.

When the writer took charge (in Q152) 
of the Bedeque circuit, it included the whole 
ground now constituting four circuits, 
namely, Bedeque, Tryon, Summerside and 
Margate. We had then three travelling 
preachers on the island ; we have now four­
teen, one having been sent since last Con 
fereoce. There were not more than eleven 
chapels throughout the island in 1852, there 
are now twelve on the Cornwall and Little 
York circuit. Methodism is not declining, 
The outlook in reference to the advance­
ment of the cause among us is as encourag­
ing as ever.

Our large and important interest at Char­
lottetown, under the superintendence of Bro. 
Currie, is doing well. His clear exposition 
of theological truth, interwoven with perti 
nent remarks on passing events, careful 
examination of advanced modern thought, 
and a fearless denunciation of error, all de­
livered in short sentences, of vigorous 
anglo-Saxon words, render his preaching 
attractive and edifying. Our people there 
are also highly favored in having the ser­
vices of Bro. Smallwood. His voice is so 
far restored os to enable him to do a large 
amount of pastoral visiting ; leading class­
es and assisting at prayer meetings.

The health of Bro. jost has greatly im­
proved since Conference. He renders us 
very valuable assistance on the Cornwall 
and Little Y'ork circuit. Ilia ministry here 
ten years ago, prepared the way lor a hearty 
welcome from the people. They have not 
lorgotten his evangelical preaching, Chris­
tian amiability, and profitable pastoral 
visits. On this circuit we are not without 
encouraging tokens of the Divine approval 
The weekly visits of the Wesleyan are 
greatly loved and desired. G. O. H.

LETTER FROM THE 
STATES.

UNITED

statistics of tiie methodist episcopal 
church.

The General Minutes of our Annual 
Contereuces have l-een published,which give 
us a statistical view of the Church’s pro­
gress for the year. In most respects, the 
statistics are quite encouraging. The nu­
merical increase of the membership is not 
what could have been desired. In the 
membership there had been a gain of 
1C,208, but a decrease in the number of 
probationers, so that including both, the 
net gain is only 5,586. It must be re­
membered that 18,900 had died, so that the 
small net gaiu shows that large numbers 
have been added to the membership. The 
net gain in the ministry, including the itin­
erant and local ministers, is 7,890.

In the Sunday School department, the 
results are most encouraging. There had 
been an increase of 559 schools, of 3,489 
officers and teachers, and of 40,044 scholars, 
giving an average increase toi every Sab­
bath in the year of over 07 officers and 
teachers and 770 scholars* The penevo- 
lent collections, notwithstanding the finan­
cial pauic of the country, which was very 
severely felt for a part of the year, had 
made a respectable gain, amounting to 
nearly $80,000.

Considerable progress had been made in 
the building of churches. Church property 
had advanced during the year, $4,000,000, 
being about $75,000 per week- One and a 
half churches had been erected each work­
ing day of the year, and four parsonages 
each week.

The Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States report a membership, inclu­
ding probatiouers, of 1,464.027. The 
other branches of Methodism, a member­
ship of 1,313,812, giving Methodism in the 
United States a membership of 2,777,839. 
It is estimated that the total population 
embraced within the families of Methodism 
in the Uuited States, amount to nearly 
9,000,000.

OTHER CHURCHES.
The Baptists report a membership of 

1,585,281 ; the Congregationalists,312,054 ; 
Protestant Episcopal Church, 239,218 ; 
Lutherans, 475.000 ; Presbyterians, North, 
472,023 ; Presbyterians, South, 93,903 ; 
Uuited Presbyterians, 73,452 ; Reform­
ed Church, 64,214 ; Reformed German, 
128,771 ; Free Will Baptists, 66,691 ; 
Seven day Baptists, 7,336 ; the Disci­
ples, 500,000 : Church of God, 30,000 ; 
Cumberland Presbyterians, 130,000; Mo­
ravians, 6000—giving a membership of all 
the churches named, of 4.183,744, amount­
ing to only 1,405,905 more than the mem­
bership of Methodism. All the Evangelical 
Churches, so far as known, are included in 
the above—the Unitarians and Universal­
iste are not included. Considering that 
Methodism has been in the country only 
about one hundred years.we think its growth 
has been wonderful. I am aware that the 
above statistics does not give the exact 
strength of the churches named, but they 
show somewhat their relative position.

METHODIST UNITY.
That the different branches of Methodism 

in the Uuited States are coming nearer to­
gether, there can be no doubt, and the feel­
ing is at the North, in what was formerly 
the non-slave-holding States, that there 
should be an organic union of Methodism 
in the States. The Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, owing to the unpleasant 
circumstances growing out of the slavery 
question in which that Church was particu­
larly' involved, will probably be the last of 
the Methodist family that will come into 
such a union. The tendency to union is 
increasing, and such will be its influence 
soon, that every branch of Methodism will 
feel the importance of coming into line, and 
seek a place in United Methodism. There 
is no good reason why such a union should 
not be effected at once ; in doctrine, the 
different branches of Methodism are one, 
in church government and usages, the dif­
ferences are slight. Some personal feeling 
and prejudice. may stand in the way, but 
these should not hinder for a moment a 
union so desirable, and which would con­
tribute so largely for the advancement of 
the Kingdom of Christ.

THE CAUSE OF TEMPERANCE, 
at present, is in a hard struggle on the law 
question—whether the sale of intoxicating 

prohibited, except for

“ Jesus lover of my soul,” and 
“ Nearer my God to Thee.”

There were hymns of exalting, adoring 
faith

“ O for a thousand t ngues to sing,” and 
“ All hail the power of Jesus’ mime.”

To hear these time-honoured hymns sung 
by four thousand people,—sung with voice 
and volume scarcely to be heard any where 
else, outside of a Yorkshire Methodist con­
gregation, was a glorious treat. Dr. Tal­
mage thoroughly understands and appreci­
ates the importance of congregational 
singing as an element of worship, and in 
his influential position is working out a 
problem for churches of all denominations.

Halifax. J. L.

P. E. ISLAND.

Recently many articles have appeared 
in American papers on the decline of Me­
thodism in tho large cities. Much valuable 
statistical information has thus been elided.
But after carefully examining the subject, 
if is manifest that the charge of declension 
as regards numbers, is not correct. As 
Methodists, we are accustomed to hear re­
marks of this character. A successful 
cause, especially in doing good ; always 
awakens jealously in the minds of the sel­
fish.

There are no signs either in the heavens 
er on the earth, indicating that the mission 
of Methodism is about terminating. The 
world requires her earnest, untiring, evan­
gelistic efforts as much as ever. Who is 
prepared or preparing to take her place? If 
our just >nd gracious God, sets us aside, 
because df worldiness, and the non-improve 
meat of distinguished favors, and employs 
more efficient agencies in doing His work 
on earth, amen, we shall say. But of this 
we see no intimation from any source.

We think we are just as free from the 
possession of a bigoted spirit as any of 6ur 
neighbors, yet we hesitate not to express 
our decided conviction, that the loss of no 
one branch of the church of Christ would 
be more deeply legretted than that of Me­
thodism. Her influence for good on others 
is generally admitted, though unwillingly 
by some. Methodists are sometimes blam­
ed for an undue love of statistics in refer­
ence to church matters. Perhaps they are 
more attentive to this subject than others.
But why ? we, of all the denominations 
alone, are connexional in our church affairs.
Our church is a great family. It is true, 
that some of late years have set up for them­
selves, not however in opposition to the 
original family, but with the design of 
ad-’piI g and carrying out the same princi- 
p'es id in substance the same form of ec- 
clee. itical government. In order lo have 
discipline, and to avoid partiality, every 
large organ’zation must have method, and 
look after details, or confusion will be the 
result.

Every reader of the Bible knows that 
there is a book called Numbers. Figures 
are not all dry and uninteresting. There 
may be less devotional reading in" that book 
than there is in Deuteronomy, yet it is pro­
foundly interesting. The New Testament 
is not without statistics. We hear of them 
on the day of Pentecost, and shortly alter 
an accession of two thousand to the num­
ber of believers, making altogether five 
thousand. It is therefore quite scriptural 
to give some attention to numbers. The
motive, however, stamps the act as right or _____
wrong. David the king once erred grievously | iiqUors g|lan be _________
in attempting to number Israel. We may ■ mej <.;□*! end mechanical purposes, or their 
also err. Let us not be too much elated 8a)e regulated by a license law. The latter 
with numbers. Yet who can but rejoice bas been tried long in some of the older 
when the number of converted souls is in- States, and has utterly failed either in sup- 
creased. pressing or regulating the liquor traffic.

The effect hae been generally under a license 
law, that the traffic was thrown open lo 
any and all who may desire to enter into it. 
As yet, it has been impossible to frame a 
license law. that would restrain or regu­
late, to any extent, the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. A prohibatory law is believed to 
be the only one that can effectually sup­
press the liquor traffic, and wherever it has 
existed and been faithfully executed, it has 
done its work wetland its results have been 
all that could have been desired. But the 
difficulty exists ia executing such a law. 
All the liquor interest is on the side of 
license, and large numbers in the commu­
nity who like their glass of wine and beer, 
though they claim to be on the side of tem­
perance, will favor a license law. To exe­
cute any law where a large minority of the 
community are against it, is exceedingly 
difficult. Here we are between the two 
laws in a hard fight, and it remains to be 
seeu which will conquer, license or prohi­
bition. I believe the temperance cause, 
after all, is advancing in the States, and 
we have reason to believe, that in some 
way, it will yet triumph in the country.

“ AYE AT IT AND A’ AT IT.” portable boat, rs in the l-arem nt Tne vvnti-
------ lation is perfect

A Scotch minister once remarked that In the left lower on the front, and on » 
the reason why Methodists were such ex- level with the body of the cln'm li i- the 
cellent singers was, because “ they were preacher’s vestry. Descendin'- the 
aye at it, and a’ at it,” which in - common ground floor cue beholds a spacious, airv 
English means that they were all and al- school-room. 47 by 45, and fourteen feet 
ways singing. It is well known that the high, well lilted up in every respect ; also 
early Methodists were noted for their three class-rooms one 25 leet by 14 teet 
hearty and vigorous singing. Methodists and two 11 j by I t.}.
in England still possess this characteristic. In a word the visitor finds everything to 
in a high degree, much more so than in commend the genius of Mr. lloole the 
Canada and the United States. Iu this ; architect, and the workmanship of Mr. 
Western continent we arc being not only I Richard Atwell master mason lately de. 
emulated but surpassed by other bodies of j ceased aud lamented, aud of Mr William 
Christians in the service of soug. If some Campbell master builder, ns also of the 
are inclined to dispute this latter statement painters whose names 1 cannot now give, 
they will not deny that there is, neverthe- For the successful accomplishment of 
less, ample room for improvement TV this work we owe deep gratitude to Al- 
secure this, efforts are constantly being [ mighty God, whose glory we trust will often 
made, and perhaps, we may say, with iu- till this house of prayer, many thanks to
creasing success. Our H ymnology is 
.glorious and unrivalled ; what is to prevent 
our singing friun being so too ? But 
many of our hydros, and these the most ex­
cellent, are practically a dead letter. How­
ever suitable to the occasion, however per- 
sentim their poetic rhythm and religious 

nt, no minister dare announce 
them in any, save a very lew. congrega 
lions, and then the singing of them is con­
fined chiefly to the choir.

These things ought not so to be. But 
where does the fault lie, and what is the 
remedy ? We venture to say that not a 
few are implicated in the guilt of this state 
of things.

Ministers and people are equally to blame 
and ought to join in earnest efforts to bring

The greatest literary enterprise of the 
day is the publication ol a new edition of 

Appleton’s American Cyclopœdia, en­
tirely re-written by the ablest writers on 
every subject. It will bring down the in­
formation to the latest possible dates, and 
furnish an accurate account of the most 
recent discoveries in science, of every fresh 
production in literature, and of the newest 
inventions in the practical arts ; and will
give also a succinct and original record of 1^7 reform." We shall not now attempt 
the progress of political aud historical a discussion of this subject iu all its bear- 
events. Its illustrations are very abun- : ; but conteQt our8clveg witU ooe or lwo
dant, and are designed to give greater lu- qUegtions of a practical nature, 
ctd.ty and force to the explanattons of the ; How of our mi„i8,er8and mem- 
text. They embrace all branches of science 1)cr8 make 8iaging aQ jDtegral part 0f their 
aud of uatural history, and depict the most f^jiy worship?
famous and remarkable features ot scenery, | 2 How many of such as do, use our
architecture and art, as well as the various for the purpo,e, not singing a
processes ol mechanics aud manufactures. h Lere aud there because it is more 
No pains or expense will be spared to in famji|ar than the rest, but using them all, 
sure their artistic excellence, and they will for witb few exceptions all are suitable lor 
be a most welcome and admirable feature 8Ucb occa8ioU8. How else can acquain-
of the Cydopudia. The work, when com- tance with lhe hymn-book he cultivated ;

- - 1 will -
be a library of itself. It is issued in Bos-1
pleted, will consist of sixteen vols, and will | bow e|ge a knowledge of its various meters

ton by Messrs. Butler A Fleetwood.
Mestre. Harpers A Bros, have 

several valuable works to their extensive

be acquired. We believe that if singing 
! on such a plan be introduced into our (ami- 

added , beg ;n connection with morning and even- 
ing worship, the number of non-singing 

book list. The “ Memoir and Letters of mcmberg jQ our churches will rapidly de- 
Sara Coleridge, edited by her daughter, ! crea8e? and an improvement in our congre- 
will be received with great satisfaction. I galioual 8jngjDg be effected in au incredi 
A most valuable memoir, “ Memories ot bly short space of time. We know of no

friends of various denominations w ho have 
contributed towards its erection ; aud, I will 
add, very many'to some of our public spirit­
ed members, whose subscriptions have been 
truly princely. There is still a heavy debt ; 
but past cordial and united action leads us 
to look for its extinction at no very distant 
day. It remains only tor me to add that 
our nicely toned boll was the gift of the 
late John Bond, Esq., (as part of Iris sub­
scription) alas, not permitted to hear its 
mellow sound ; and the organ shortly ex­
pected from England, and costing six hun­
dred pounds, is the donation of a gentleman 
not a Methodist, whose humility prohibits 
my mentioning his name. G. S. M.

St. Jehu’s Dec. 24th, 1873.

tttiisrrllanrous.

Many Men and Some Women, being per­
sonal recollections of Emperors, Kings, 
Queens, Princes, Presidents, Statesmen, 
Authors, and Artists at home aud abroad, 
during the last thirty years,” by Maunsell 
B. Field, is full of strikiog illustrative des­
cription of men, about whom all would like 
to know more, and is one of the most read­
able books of the season. The “ Story of 
the Earth aud Man,” by J. W. Dawson, 
L.L D., F.R.S., F.G.S., is of great ability, 
and treats subjects of the highest impor­
tance, and no one can read it without ad­
ding to their stock of valuable knowledge. 
Their periodicals are the most popular in 
our periodical literature, and have an ex­
traordinary sale. The Weekly has a cir­
culation of about 300,000 ; the Monthly 
circulates about 150,000, and the Bazar 
about 100,000. The influence of these 
periodicals on the people is immense.

Meters. Porter A Coates are furnishing 
the reading public with excellent books, 
Their historical and biographical works are 
particularly rich and valuable. Among 
their issues are several of the works of the 
celebrated Swedish writer, Madame Mane 
Sophia Schwartz, including the “ Gold and 
Name,” “ Birth and Education,” “ Guilt 
and Innocence," “ The Wile of a Vain 
Man,” “ The Right One,” and the “ Two 
Family Mothers.” Mrs. Schwartz gives 
remarkably correct views of life and duty 
and such is the spirit and moral tone of her 
works that they may be read profitably by 
all classes. “ Household Worship” is an 
excellent manual for worship in the family, 
aud is introduced by the celebrated Rev 
Daniel March, D.D. “ Sunday at Home' 
is a precious volume, by Rev. Wm. Bacon 
Stevens, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania, end is intended for those who 
are occasionally hindered from attending 
the House of God.” It contains eight ser­
mons by the pious author, which are among 
the best we recollect to have read for a long 
time. The publications ol this excellent 
house are kept by Messrs. Noyes, Holmes 
& Co., Boston.

Messrs. James R. Osgocd A Co. have 
sold the Atlantic Monthly and Every Sa­
turday to Messrs. H O. Houghton & Co., 
Riverside Press, Cambridge, Mass., and 
will give themselves more fully to the pub­
lication of books, several of which are com­
menced. Among their recent issues are 
“ Among the Isles of Shoals," “ Memoir 
of a Brother," by Thomas Hughes ;

Church aud State in the United States,” 
by Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, D.D.

Complete Poems of John G. Whittier,’ 
and a " Memorial of John Stuart Mill.’ 
This house still publish the North American 
Review, the oldest and one of the best of 
the Americao Quarterlies.

Messrs. Robert Carter A Bros, are ad- 
ig largely to our Biblical literature
The Argument of the Book of Job Un- 

lolded," by Rev. Wm. Henry Green, D. 
D., is a work of great value, aud should 
be read by every one seeking Bible know­
ledge. “ Ryle’s Notes on the Gospels” 
should be in the bands of all Sunday School 
Teachers and Bible Students ; and “ Dr. 
Jacobus’ Notes on Exodus” are admirably 
adapted to the illustration and explanation 

lhe International Series of Sunday 
Scnool Lessons lor the first three months 
of 1874. “ Songs of the Soul,” by Rev.
Dr. Prime, is a precious vol., and will ad­
minister comfort to multitudes. “ The 
Present World,” by Dr. Wm. Arnot, should 
be read by every one desiring a “ better 
world, that is an heavenly.”

Messrs. H. O. Houghton have just issued 
the “ Life and Correspondence of Samuel 
Johnson, D.D,” the first President of 
King’s College, New York, by E. E. 
Beardsley, D D., a rich biography ; “ The 
Last Poems of Alice and Phœbe Cary, edi­
ted by Mary Clemmcr Ames ; “ Old New 
England Traits,” by Geo. Lunt ; “ Out­
lines of Men, Women and Things," by 
Mary Clemmer Ames ; and “ The Egyptian 
Sketch Book,” by Charles Godfrey Leland, 
a book that will be read once and again, 
and always with profit.

Cecil.

The Rebuker Rebuked !—The Pastor 
of a close communion church took occa­
sion, at one of the services during the week 
of prayer, to call attention to the Catholic 
spirit manifested by Her Majesty the 
Queen, in partaking of the Lord’s Supper 
in a Presbyterian Church. This act was 
declared to be a most telling rebuke to the 
Ritualistic element in the Protestant Church. 
As the congregation was retiring, a gentle­
man quietly remarked that if her Majesty 
should visit the city and desire to observe 
that holy ordinance the church to which 
the Pastor who addressed us belonged, was 
the only Protestant one that would deny 
her that privilege.—Com.

manual of sacred music better adapted to 
facilitate such a course than the Canadian 
Harmonist published in Toronto. As a de­
nomination we have excellent choirs in 
Halifax, St. John, Fredericton, Charlotte­
town and other places, but in which of 
them do the congregations unite as one 
man in singing the high praises of God ? 
If any exception be made it must be iu 
favour of Charlottetown ; but even here 
vs think “ the former days were better 
than these.” We put down our pen, in 
hope that our congregations, both ministers 
and people, will consider improvement in 
this matter not only desirable, lint a posi­
tive duty. / Alpha

NEWFOUNDLAND

Dear Mr. Editor.'—Our beautiful new 
church, which has been for the last eighteen 
months in course of erection, was dedicated to 
the public worship of God on Sabbath, De­
cember 14th. Rev. T. Harris, chairman ot 
the Carbonear district, and Rev. James, 
Dove, under wfco-e superintendency the found­
ation stone was laid, kindly came to our as­
sistance, and by their presence and highly- 
prized services, did much to render the occa­
sion interesting and profi able.

As the weather was very unfavorable, many 
(including His Excellency and lady, who bad 
arranged to be present ) were unable to at 
teed. The congregations were, notwilh 
standing, very good, and many could not 
be accommodated witb seats in the evening 
Biothcr Harris preached a sermon in the 
morning from Rev. 26., on the Christian Con 
diet and Reward. Bro. Dove discoursed 
qn ii, Corintbs iii, and 6., in the afternoon 
on the Necessity aud Importance of the Work 
of the Holy spirit. Both sermons gave great 
satisfaction, and were listened to witb great 
attention. In the evening the writer preach­
ed from ii Chron. iii. 6. ; his theme being 
Thanksgiving and Gratulation as suggested 
by circumstances connneoted with the dedica 
lion of Solomon's Temple and comprising 
Reasons Methods and Results. The collec­
tions for the day amounted to upwards of one 
hundred and eighteen pounds f $474). On 
Monday the preference to » part of the pews 
realized over four hundred pounds.

This church, Mr. Editor, is regarded by all 
as s great ornament to the city, and ss reflect­
ing much credit upon the public spirit of the 
Wesleyaos of St. John’s. It is oramental 
Gothic,‘eighty.four feet by fifty feet, exclusive 
of towers and porch, aud forty-four feet from 
main flour to collar beam, built of stone 
and brick facings impelled frem England, and 
covered witb Portland cement. Its cost is 
about $26,000, and it will seat about seven 
hundred persons-

The spectator, viewing the Iront on George 
Street, will admire the magnificent window 
over the chief entrance, of ornate Gothic, 
thirty feet by ten feet, and the circular towers 
at each corner, one of which, containing stair­
case and belfry, rises to the height of ooe hun­
dred and four feet Passing around Buchanan 
Street, on which it runs, be is struck with the 
beauty of the windows and the handsomeness 
of the porch forming a main entrance on the 
side. Looking upwards, be admires greatly, 
the roof, which is finished on the ridge with 
oramental iron creating and finials on towers 
and gables, and is covered with Trinity Bay 
slate .interlaced with green slate horn the 
mother country—the two producing a very 
fine effect. Passing on to the north end, be 
finds it circular, with hipped roof, for the 
sake of beauty and to secure what is wanting 
sometimes in Gothic buildings, a good acoustic 
property—which in this case is excellent. 
Entering by the side in to the loly of the 
church,or by either of the sta reams, rising eight 
feet from front entrance, the eye catches with 
eatislaction the open bam ner-bcam roif, ceil- 

on the purlins between the principals, 
which are oak-stained and varnished arid all 
of which is of best Quebec pine. Then the 
observer notes the neatly-carved semicircular 
restrain in a semicircular recess at the (north) 
end, capped with a Gothic arch thirty feet 
from the floor. Again be looks witb pleasure 
on the gallery at tbe south end, from eight to 
thirteen feet high by eighteen feet, witb its 
nici open breastwork for tbe organ, built ex­
pressly in two compartments or in two lecess- 
es io the right and left of the principal win 
dow, so as not to mar its appearance, and 
sufficiently spacious for the accomodation of 
tbe choir and about eighty others. Tbe pews, 
on examination, he finds to be comfortable, and 
those on the sides of tbe two aisles inclined 
sufficiently to bring the audience into an easy 
attitude or line with tbe pulpit. The lighting 
at night is accomplished by a very tasteful ar 
rangement of four circular depending gasaliers 
from tbe roof each having six branches with 
three burners fifteen feet lrom floor, and other 
fixtures with burners in branches under tbe 
gallery. Tbe heating is very satisfactorily 
effected by means of hot air generated by

OCR EXCHANGES.

The Scientijic American lias a most ju­
dicious word of counsel on the attentiou 
that ought to be given to ventilation and 
draft of stoves. Iu this country where life 
is chiefly spent by women aud children in a 
heated atmosphere, this subject deserves 
every consideration : —

The noxious effects of carbonic acid and 
carbonic oxide gas were recently illustra­
ted, in au alarming manner, at Oakland, 
l’a., at a school near the Susquehanna 
depot. Tbe school bad been iu session 
about two hours in the morning, when, to 
the astonishment of the teacher, one of her 
smaller pupils fell to the floor, apparently 
in a swoon ; very soon three or lour were 
in a similar condition ; then the number 
quickly increased to a dozen, all thrown 
down and unconscious. The teacher, great­
ly alarmed, dismissed the school, but only 
a portion of the scholars were able to move 
from their scats. The windows and doors 
were thrown open and assistance summon­
ed. The teacher, with the aid of older 
scholars, dragged out the unconscious ones. 
A physician came ; and after long effort, all 
were restored to consciousness aud recov­
ered, except a few who are still suffering. 

. It appeared, on examination, that tbe 
smoke pipe had been jammed too far into 
the chimney, causing a stoppage of the draft 
of the stove, throwing all the deadly gases 
of combustion into the school room. The 
escape of the children as well as they did is 
matter for congratulation.

The gases of combustion, chiefly carbonic 
oxide aud carbonic acid, are, when taken 
into the lungs in comparatively small quan­
tities, dangerous to life. One oue-liuu- 
dredtli part of carbonic oxide gas iu a given 
volume of air renders such air noxious.

Carbonic acid gas is not quite so bad. 
It may be taken into the stomach without 
-injury. Soda water, as everybody knows, 
is water charged with carbonic acid gas. 
But when tbe gas is taken into the lungs, 
even iu small quantities, its effects are in­
jurious. One of the great causes ol ill 
health is the accumulation aud breathing of 
the deadly carbonic acid gas iu the dwel­
lings and apartments iu which people live. 
Too little attention is paid to ventilation. 
Every one hundred volumes of air dis­
charged from tbe lungs contain four vol­
umes of carbonic acid gas. Now if air 
containiug oue two-hundredth part of the 
gas is breathed, headache aed languor are 
soon produced. Air that lias been once 
breathed is therefore highly dangerous. 
The average amount of tbe gas thrown out 
by every person is seven cubic feet per hour. 
A single six loot gas light in a room gives 
off as much carbonic acid gas as a person 
in breathing.

The Newfoundland correspondent ot tbe 
Toronto III: be has been contributing t new 
chapter to our Natural History. Had the let­
ter from which we give an extract appeared in 
a New York sensational paper, there would 
have been wise shakings ol the head, and con­
temptuous curlings of tbe lip among readers. 
The ” Devil-fish” would Lave found a place 
beside -' Barnacle Bill.” But the writer is 
pretty well known as truthful, learned, scien­
tific. Here is the extract :

THE DEVIL-FISH.

I mentioned in my last letter that 1 had been 
so fortunate as to obtain a perfect specimen ol 
the Devil-fish. Since then 1 have had it pho­
tographed, and have examined and Maasurec1 it 
earelully. It evidently belongs to tbe gigantic 
species of cuttle-fish, but is not full grown, 
being, as is thought here, about two or three 
years old. A very promising imp, however, it 
is. Its body is eight feet in length, and, 
when in the water, must have been at least five 
leet in circumference. The arms are ten in 
number, radiating lrom tbe head, and in the 
middie ot the central mass-is the powerful Leak, 
about tbe size of an ordinary man's fist. The 
eyes are on each side ol the central mass, and 
are lour inches in diameter, very dark aud 
beautilel, and surrounded by a white circle. 
Two ol the arms are twenty-four leet io length, 
nearly three inches in diameter, and armed 
near their broadened extremities witb rows of 
iiowerful sucking disks, having sharp denticul­
ated edges. Tbe eight arms are each six leet 

in length, and at the junction with the head are 
nine inches in eircumlerenee, tapering to a fine 
point, aud covered eotirely ou the under sur­
face with rows of powerful suckers, all denticu­
lated. Connected with the body, which is but 

huge sack or stomach, are two tubes or tun­
nels, one lor ejecting the inky fluid, ot which it 
manufactures unlimited quantities, and the 
other lor drawing in and expelling tbe water 
which it uses, as other fish, tor breathing pur­
poses. The water is admitted by valves, and 
then, when the oxygen is extracted, forcibly 
expelled through this tube. When driven out 
with great force, tbe re action of the surround­
ing medium enables tbe creature to dart back­
ward with great rapidity. It moves forward 
by tbe action ol its tail. It is certainly one of 
tbe most extraordinary monsters ever drawn 
from tbe great deep. That specimens have 
been seen about these shores with bodies 40, 
60, and even 80 leet in length, admits ot no 
question. 1 am acquainted with a person here 
whose veracity is undoubted, and who declares 
that be measured one that was cast ashore two 
years ago, in one ol the northern bays, and 
found it eighty leet in length. Several other 
witnesses bear similar testimony. My speci­
men excites great interest in tbe scientific 
world. Agassiz has written here about the 
first arm we obtained, expressing great interest 
in the .discovery, and is anxious to determine 
whether it belongs to a new species of cuttles.
He will be in raptures when be bears that we 
have got a perfect specimen. It is probable I 
shall send him my specimen. Hitherto these 
gigantic cuttles were supposed to be mythical 
by naturalists. Dr Dawson, to whom I sent 
au account of the arm which was amputated by 
a fisherman in Conception Bay, brought it où- 
tore the Natural History Society ol Montreal,

where it t 
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